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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Fourteenth Session. 

Volume LXIII. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Tin- AssiMiti.Y met in the Assemhly House, (’alcnlta. on Tuesday, the 
15th Sept(‘in])er, 194*2. at 1 j).ni 


Present: 


Mr. Deputy S])eaker fMr. Syi.d 4 ddin .Hvsukmv) in tin* (’hair, 8 
Hoii’ble ^^ini^t(‘rs and 1S4 ineinhers. 


Obituary. 

THr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ladies and jj^'f'th’iiHUi, before we pro(‘eed 
Tilth the business (d' tlie dtiv. it i'- my ver\ sad dut\ to lefi'r to the deatli of 

Ili.s Koval lli^diness tin* Duke of Kent while on aetive serviee when a 

Sundiuland fl\inj.r boat ( raslied in the north of S<*<»t]ainl. Tlie news of hi» 

death '‘O earls in life eanie to us all as a irreat sho<'k. We are Hoffdy 

smitten b> The death <d‘ a ffentleman prime framed in the ]>rodiji:ality of 
nature, T»,.r liearts out in loyal s\mpath\ to Ili^ Ma jests the Kin^- 
Emperur and all mernbius ot the Koval b'amily and particularly to Her 
Royal Hi^^hness the Duehe.ss ot Kent and her three children. 

I have also to refer to tli<‘ deaths of Maharaja Kaha<lur Sir Prodyot 
Coomar Taj^^ore. k.c.i.k.. Dr. E. Ka^^^havendra Kao, Sir Duahirn Kahimtoola, 
Sir Kurma Venkata Keddy and Sir Edmond Nicolas Klandy. 

Mahaiaja Kahadur Sir Prodyot (’ooinar I'atrore. k.( .i.i,., died at Benares 
• on the 27th Aujyu.st, 1942, after a short illn(‘ss In liim this province 

has lost a i^'reat jiatron of art. He wa** the lonndei'President ot tlie Aeaderay 

of Fine Art**. He took an aetive interest in numeions pohlie ahairs and 
was eonncf ted with many piildic institutions. Jfe was \ei\ liberal in liis 
social and jxilitical views. 

Dr. E. Kasjliavmidra Kao had manifnld activities in life. He W'as a 
member of tbe Central Provinees Ee^rislative Couneil. was a Minister of 
the Central Provinces Dovernnient an<l aKti acted as (fovernor of the 
Central Provinces in lOdO. He was a member of tlie Central I'rovincea 

Legislative Assembly and with the inauguration of the Keformn the 
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Chief Miniater from April to July, 1937. In 1939 he was appointed 
Adviser to the Secretary of State for India. Last year he joined the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council and died in harness. 

Sir Ibraliiih Rahimtoola was a Member of the Executive Council of the 
Governor of Bombay under the old Reforms. He was also President of the 
old Bombay Legislative Council. He was elected President of the Indian 
Legislative Assembly in 1931 which office he resigned later. Besides this, 
he served consj)icuou8ly in various (yommittees and Commissions. 

He lose into eminence also in business. By his death, Bombay has lost 
an illustricms figure both in the field of public activities and business world. 

Sir Kurina Venkata Reddy died on the 10th September at Madras. He 
was a man of outstanding ability and had held many high and important 
office. Tie acted as tlie Governor of Madras in Ihe absence of Lord Krskine. 
In 1930 he re])resented India at the League of Naliofis He \va> the Vice- 
Chancellor of the .\nnamalai Fniversity at the lime of his death. 

Sir Nicolas Blandy died on the 8th September, 1942, in Darjeeling. 

He joined tlie Indian Civil Service in 1909 and held various important 

appointments since then. He was appointed the (diiet Secretary to the 
Governimuit of Bengal in 1939. At the time of his death he was the 
Chairman of the Public Service Commission, 

I feel it our duty to send messages of sympathv to the R(*\al Famil\ and 

other bereaved families at tlo' great loss they have siotained, and I 

members will signify their assent b) rising in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will take the necessary 
action. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tn aeeordance with thr j>rovi''ion of rule 0 
of the Bengal Legislative Assemb|\ Procedure Rules. 1 nominate the 
following members of the Assemblv to form a Panel (d ( bail men for th^* 
entHiittg Session : — 

(1) Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., 

(2) Mr. Kiron Sankar Roy, 

(3) Mr. David Hendry, 

(4) Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar ; 


unleM otherwise arranged the senior meml)er among them present in the 
above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in my 

abae&oe. 
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im. 




In accordance with the provisions of rule 82 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the following seven members of the 
Assembly to form the Committee on Petitituis with the Deputy Speaker as 
Chairman : — 

(1) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid, 

(d) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, ( m.k., 

(4) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(51 Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Muhammad AfzuK 

(6) Mr. Bunku Behuri Mandul, and 

(7) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Forest Industries in Bengal. 

Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (o) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in clhtrge ot the Kx( i>e and Fore.st Department be ]>leased to state whether 
any Indu.stnes lia\e been started b\ the (fovernmentP 

{(>) li the answei to (o) is in the allinnative, what is 
{('} It no indusliu's liavt- \el hern .started, is the llon'lde Minister f*on- 
sitlering the (h*siiahilit> (d staiting some Forist lndiJHtrie> in tile near futurey 
(r/) Ha^e the (Tovernment consulted any expert o])inion for the purpose? 

MINISTER in charge of the EXCISE and FOREST DEPARTMENT 
(tne Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): to)* and {In The (toxeni- 
ment have 8tart(‘d a saw mill at Siliguri. A speeiul officer has also been 
appciiiied to deal witli the utilisaticm oi foi**st produels (ioveniment have 
not stalled any other lorest industry. But the Forest Department have 
given every possible help whenever any private forest industry has askojl 
•for it. 

{c) No such project is under contemjilution at [iresent. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Jute acreage nxed for the year and price of Jute. 

^2. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Agnriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
the ratio of jute cultivation fixed for the next year? 
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(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the price of jute rone for a time and went clown abruptly; and 
(it) that for the last 4 months there are no purchasers of juteP 

(c) If so, what steps do the Government intend to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 

Dacca): (O) hihI (D The area oi jute cultivation in *«cason was to be 

O/HItli of the r<‘Cf)r(l(M| acrcajrc of HMO, but in \icw of the altered situation 
luc to .lajuuiV entiv ifito tlie war (iovornnn-nt havt* ."inct* decided to advise 
.11 licensed to sow jute this veal on les> tlian their licensed acreage 

►ut in no case on less than 8 annas of the acreaffc recorded in their names in 
940 and tn j^row on all lands not under jute the maximum amount of food 
Tops, especially j)addy. 

(/;) (/) I am tully auare of the movement of the ]irice of jute. 

(n) This statemc'nt is not in ac(‘ordancc with iny information. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
deased to state whether Government intend to < han^^e a< reav'*' uext yearP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of 

The «|uestion is hypothetical. When the tinu' will (>ome. (iov(‘rnment will 
onsider it. .\t present that time has not come. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: \\'il1 the llon’ble Minister please 
itate what was the effect of the advice vvhith they {^ave to the cultivators 
)f llenj^alP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

ft is difficult to say. As far as 1 have been aide to jrather. the advice has 
)cen followed lar<.iely by the cultivators. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What was the method by which 
;hcy communicated the advice to the eultivatorsP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoct: 

riinmgh the jute refi^ulatioii otfieers. throujrh j>roi>a^anda. through speeches 
in the press and through M. L. Aa. 

Mr. M. A. H. iSPAHANI; What i*i “spetdies in tlie pi ess* ’P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoeai 

1 am sorry, this is a mistake. 
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IChMl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
1^6 doonomic condition of the jute-grower is so acute that the province of 
Bengal is really threatened with a major calamity? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How does it arise? 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It arises out of (b) (ii). If there is no 
purchaser of jute, there will be no price of jute, and it will be a serious 
matter for the province, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the discussions on the 12th and 24th of that 
month, they took into consideration the export ratio ot jute either raw or 
manufactured and then settle the ten anna basis? 


The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

The late Government of which the ex-Minister of Agriculture and the ex- 
Minister of Commerce were members, as far as I am aware, considered 
this j)rohlem when they decided on this ten anna basis. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Are we to understand that since the 
exit of the last Ministry, the present honourable members of the (h)Uncil 
of Ministers have paid no attention t«) the two side> of the pndili'in to which 
I have tried to draw the atUmtion of the lloirble Minister? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; That i» no 8U|)i>lonion(urv (luestion. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May 1 Hugge.st that it arises in this 
sense that the ratio ol tern annas was settled by the last (’abinet, as the 
Hoirble Minuter .said. What I am trying to find out is whether the acreage 
is ke])t im proportion with the export ratio. Did the present (hibinet 
consider that specially after the deidaration of war by Jai>an? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

Sir, the present Cabinet have reduced the basis from what th*» old Cabinet 
had decided, and have asked the cultivators to grow only eight annas of the 
acreage. 

* Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if it is a fact that the fall in the price of jute to a subnormal 
level is due to the fact that Government have failed to marshal transi>ort 
facilities in such a way as to arrange for the conveyance of the product to 
Calcutta? 

Tha H^’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

With one portion of the statement 1 agree, namely, that it it on. account of 
transport that the price of jute is low, but with the other portion of his 

statement I cannot agree, namely, that it is the fault of the Government 
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Khan iahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Ministor be 

jleased to state if Government have taken any steps for the fullest possible 
itilisation of all transport facilities and for the co-ordination of civil as 
rell as military requirements so as to ease the present situation? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: , 

>ir, may I here point out that there is a non-official resolution on Friday 
n regard to jute, and I will be prepared at that time to give a full explana- 
ion when the whole matter will come up. If the honourable members of 
he Opposition want to know the present position of what the Government 
ire doing in trying to solve the problem of transport 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may give a straight answer to whether 
Government are doing something for the co-ordination of transport 
acilities. 

The Hon*b1e Hawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

lir, Government are trying their best to solve this problem of transport. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Sir, may I rise to a point of order 
s to whether an Ilon’ble Minister is justified in }>ostponing an answer to a 
uestion by saying 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: lie has not postponed the answer. ' 

p*ven it. 

Mr. M. A. H, I8PAHANI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tute what has been the acreage this year compared with that of the lust 
ear? He sa\s that it was ten annas of two years ago and tha\ the Ministry 
dter the advent of Japan into the war, advist*d the cultivators to restrict 
heir cultivation to eight annas of the crop of two years ago. Will the 

lon'ble Minister be plea.sed to give us an idea t»f what the actual cultivation 

8 this year so that the House may judge the extent to which Government 
lave been successful in their propaganda? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

: want notice io answer this. ^ 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: What is the acreage of paddy 
ultivaterl ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no question of paddy here. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In the last part of his answer, the 
E[on*ble Minister has said grow on all lands not under jute the maxi- 
num amount of food crops, especially paddy.” 
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nig DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is in reply to the other question. If 
Ifte is prepared to answer it, I have no objection. 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

What I have said is this, that we have requested the cultivators to put the 

land released from jute cultivation under paddy. 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
enlighten the House as to what is the price of jute at the present moment 
in North Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

There are different prices in different places. It varies from a inaxirrniin 
c»f Ks. 6 to Rs. .‘1 in some ])laces and in other places it varies from lls. 7 to 
Rs. 4. 

Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY! What is the price of low bottom jute in 
North Bengal? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have jll^t said that the minimum is Rs. 3. 

Depression in Jute trade. 

•3. Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture and Industries Department aware that the decision of Govern- 
ment regulating only 3/8th8 of jute crop in 1942 has produced a depression 
in the price qf jute? 

(b) If fhe answer to (a) is in the affinnative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps for — 

(t) controlling the price of jute; 

(ii) further restriction of jute-growing acreage; and 
{iii) jiroduction of more food crops in view of the war situation? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

ia) There has been, of late, some depression in the price of jute, but this is 
not due to the Government’s decision regarding acreage. 

(b) (i) No. 

(u) and (Hi) The question of revision of the decision to fix acreage in 
Bengal at 10 annas of the 1940 acreage was reconsidered at Cabinet Meetings 
held on 12th and 24th March and it was decided to advise the licensed growers 
to sow jute this year on less than their licensed acreage but in no case on 
leas than 8 annas of the acreage recorded in their names in 1948^ and ^ grow 
on all lands not under jute the maximum amount of food crops, especially 
paddy. A press communique to this effect has been issued. 
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Mr. CHARU CHAMORA MY: Will the Eon ^ble' Minister be pleased 
to state when this ten annas of ld40 acreage was settled in the Cabinet F * 

The Hon’bit Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot give you the date offhand. 

Mfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the entry of Japan into the war has been the 
principal cause of the fall of the price of jute? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No; that may be one of the causes. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As tliis is one of the causes, will the 
Hoii’hle Minister he pleased to stat(‘ whether after tin* entry of Japan into 
the war (ioverninent considered it necessarv to change the acreage? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Ilon'ble Minister he pleased to 
state if the acreage was actually <‘hanged? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

To a certain extent. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Sir, the Ilon’hle Minister h^s been pleased 
to state that there has been of late some depression in the price pf jute, but 
this i,s iu)t due to tlie Government’s decision regarding acreage. May I 
know what this depression is due to? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Transport ditiiciilties. No steamers were available. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that if the 
acreage had been reduced, say, from ten annas to five annas, the price or 
jute would have been maintained? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. H« S. SUHRAWARDY: The Hon’ble Minister states that Uie f^ 
is not due to Governmeut’s decision regarding the acreage. I challenge 
him adff saj^Bat it is due to that. Had it been reduced properly, the prioe 
would have been maintained. I challenge that his statement is absolutely 
inaccurate and made by a person who knows nothing about it. 
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ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE s Will the Moa'ble Mimsier be pJmsed 
(• Btdto who was the Hon’ble Minister that will be held responsible to Sx 
up this ten-anna quota of the jute area for cultivation P 


The Hoifbto Nwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoeas My 

&x*colleagoe who was in charge of the Commerce Department was responsible. 

^Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that the Muslim League Parliamentary Party 
suggested during the last Session to reduce the quota by the promulgation 
of an Ordinance? Is he oware of the fact? 


The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa. 1 am 

not aware of the fact. 


Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Is the Hoirble Minister aware of the fact 
that at a time when he should have been pretending to curtail the sowing 
of jute he and his other colleagues were touring round the Pr<)vince and 
accepting garlands and addresses? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That (piestion d^)es not arise. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The lloirhle Minister says that there was 
a certoin decrease in the acreage. To wlmt extent was the acreage reduced 
b^^TtUs (Government ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa. By 

tw’o aniuls. 

Mr. TAMiZUDOIN KHAN: In what way? Was that a compulsory 
decrease ? 


The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa. No. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the HonMde Minister be pleased to 
state if this Oovernment tried to obtain any promise from the Government 
of India to purchase the surplus jute if there was an abnornml fall in the 
market ? 

The Hoii’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa. Most 
certainly. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Has the Hon’ble Minister read the 
circular issued by the Jute Committee regarding the alternative uses of jute, 
especially soles of shoes, and will that in any way lead to a further curtail- 
ment of the acreage? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 
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Mr. ABDUe RAHMAN ilDDIQI: Experts lieve advised upon the 
alternative uses of jute, especially soles of shoes. If jute is diverted to 
ihat industry, will that reduce the acreage? • 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: If the 

experts send their advice to the department, it will be considered and replies 
will then be given. 


Dfspoeal cf flniNied bricks in certain places of 24-Parganas. 

M. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and T/abour Department aware— 

(?) that the manufacturers of bricks in Eatrang, Makla, Bally and 
other localities in the 24-Pargana8 have been prohibited from 
removing or otherwise disposing of the finished bricks without 
special Government permits; 

(n) that this prohibition has been supplemented by an order issued 
by the Chief Controller of Prices, Bengal, prohibiting the disposal 
of first and second class bricks within a big area round about 
Calcutta and al8t» fixing the maximum i)rices at Ks. 2-1 and Rs. 21 
per thousand for first and second class bricks respectively ; 

(m) that these measures have created a deadlock in building trad^^d 
in the manufacture of bricks; 

(iv) that a large stock of about 10,000,000 bricks are lying undisposed 
of in the various kilns thus causing a freezing of the assets of the 
brick manufacturers; and 

(v) that the Gtovernment are compelling the manufacture!^ of bricks to 
deliver same to them as and when required? *' 

(h) If the answer to (ol is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what Hte])s do the Government ])ropose to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in oharg« of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART. 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Hjabibullah Bahadur, of Daooa): 

(a) (i) Yes. such a restriction was imposed on most of the brick manufacturers 
within the localities. 

(it) Yes, within a radius of about lb miles from Calcutta. 

(ttf) These measures may have created a deadlock in the building trade 
in these areas but I am sure that in the present emergency the needs of A.R.P. 
and other war works must be given preference over ordinary* peace time 
building works. There has, however, been no deadlock in the manufacture 
of bricks. Oil the other hand the manufacture is in full swing and Govern- 
ment are assisting by securing priority wagons for coal supply when 
necessary. 
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(tv) There has been a temporary accnmnlation of stocks^ though not as 
tauch as stated by the honourable member. But against this, there is an 
order for 450 lakhs from the Military Department an»l steps are being taken 
in consultation with the manufacturers to increase production to meet this 
heavy demand and demands for other war works. In fact, evei^^ brick that 
can be produced now will be required for works like thevse and there can be 
no question of deadlock. 

(r) Yes, this procedure has been adopted in the interests of the brick 
manufacturers as well as of the consumers. 

(h) Vide replies to (Hi) and (iv) above. I do not think it is necessary for 
me to take any further action at present. 

Mn DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the intention of Government to continue this prohibitory 
order any further? 

The Hoii’ble Nawtb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Oaooa: Which 

prohibitory order? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Regarding restriction of the move- 
ment of bricks. 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: It is 

the consideration of Government. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the supply of bricks for buildings like hospitals and 
schools and to give them also priority, if neces.Hary, over these military 
orders ? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: If 

thot question is brought up, 1 shall consider that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I have asked the Hon’ble 
Minister whether he will allow the supply of bricks for buildings like 
hospitals and schools 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: Apply to the 
Governor. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister Ims s^iid that if the 
question is brought up, he will consider it on its merits. 

Appoiiitmeitt of oflloers in Induttriee Department for war oontraoL 

^6. Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: U) Will the Ifotrble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department lie pleased to state whether 
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my one has been appointed to officiate in the post of Assistant Intelligence 
Officer in the Supply Department for Military’ Contract under the Depart** 
nent of Industries? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is his academic qualification; and 

(ii) the reason why a candidate from the members of the Scheduled Castes 
was not appointed to the post? 

Th« Hon’bls Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

i) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Opening up of the silted portions of the Nabaganga river. 

•8. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
barj^e of the Irrijration Department aware — 

(i) that the river Naba^an^^a w’ithin the area between Gharakhali and 

Lohagara in the district of Jessore is silted up; and 
(ti) that in the inontlis of March and April, it can be forded on in some 
places ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action do the Gover^. 
lent contemjilate takin^^ in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
EPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (u) Yes. 

(h) The river Nabapan^a is intimately connected with otker rivers of 
entral Denpal. A scheme for the improvement of all these riveit. is under 
reparation . 

lon-offloial Muslim members of Bajitpur High English School Managing 

Committee. 

*7. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
finister in charpe of the Education Department be jdeased to state — 

(i) the number of — 

(1) Hindu and Muslim students, 

(2) Hindu and Muslim teachers exceptinp the Arabic Maulvi and 
Sanskrit Pandit, and 

(3) members in the Manapinp Committee of the Bajitpur 
(Mymensinph) Government-aided Hiph Enplish School; and 

(it) the number of existing Muslim members in the Managing Com- 
mittee? 
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(b) Will the Hoa’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do ''tie 
eipvenunent contemplate to take for the increase of the Muslim members in 
the said committee? 

minister in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlile Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): ia) (i)— 

(1) Hindu students — 116. 

Muslim students — 100. 

(2) Hindu teachers — 9. 

Muslim teachers — 3. 

(3) Twelve. 

(it) Three. 

(h) The j^eiieral (juestion oi the constitution of Mnnn^in^ Oommittees of 
(iovernnient-aided wdiools is under consideration. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to answer 
(a )(/)-(!) and (2), will the lion hie Minister he plevased to state whether 
he thinks it desirable to direct school authorities to reserve the future 
vacancies till the number of Muslim teachers projwrtionate to Muslim 
students is reached? 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter 
entirely for the Manapiiifr Committee to decide, and if the Managing Com- 
mittee is unreasonable in its attitude, of course Government at the time of 
giving grant-in-aid wull consider that question. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: F roni the figures given in the 
answer, does the Hon’ble Minister think that the proportion of Muslim 
teachers is reasonable to the number of Muslim students? In reply to my 
supplementary (juestion the Iloirble Minister has said that if the Committee 
thinks it reasonable they will reserve. I want to know whether the Hon’ble 
Minister thinks that the number of Muslim teachers in the schools is 
reasonably proportionate to the number of Muslim students there? 

The Hon’ble Kluui Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 said * if the Com- 
mittee is unreasonable — not reasonable”. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Hon’ble Minister has stated ”if the 
Committee is unreasonable”. Wluit is the standard of unreasfmableness for 
the Committee? Would it be unreasonable if the Committee did not appoint 
Muslim teacher in the next vacancy? 


The Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Tes. 
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Mr.H. t. tUHRAWARDY: Will tbat be a criterion P 

The Hon’bto Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Damaged primary sohoof buildings in Tippera. 

•8. Mr. MAQBUL HU88AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state the number of free primary 
Hcliool houses that have fallen or been damaged by the recent storm that 
passed over Kasha police-station in the district of Tippera? 

(h) Have the Government sanctioned any amount for the repair of those 
houses ? 

(f) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, w’ill the Ilon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to state the amount? 

(d) If no amount has yet been sanctioned, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tlie reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Sixty-three. 

(h) to (d) The District School Hoard has been ])ermitted as a special 
case to spend f) per cent, of their budgeted expenditure during the current 
financial year towards reconstruction of or repairs to primary school * 

ings damageil by storm in addition to the ex])enditure up to 2 ])pr cent, of 
their income on repairs to primary schools. The District School Hoard has 
been sanctiomal an additional grant of Hs.l during the current 
financial year in addition to the usual permanent grant of Rs.l ,47,(194. 

Publication of result of Primary Final Examination.* 

*8. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be jdeased to state the reason for the delay in 
publishing the result of the Primary Final Examination of the Mymensingh 
district? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that delay in publishing the said 
result has caused inconvenience to the students in getting themselves* 
admitted into schoobs? 

{(') Will tile Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes 
to take for early publication of the result? 


Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: ia) There was no 
unusual delay. The reMilt> were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
12th February, iiast year the results were published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 20th February. 
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(by A manuscript copy of the result sheet was forwarded to the District 
Itispeeior of Schools, Mymensingh, on the 9th January, for circulation so 
• that students mig^ht not he put to difficulty in securing admission into 
schools. 

(c) I shall look into the matter. 

Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleaseil to state, 
with reference to answer (ft), to whom did the District Inspector of Schools 
send the manuscript copies of the result sheet so that the students might 
not be put to difficulty in securing admission? 

The Hoii*bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For aught I can say 
it must have been sent to the respective schools by the District Inspector of 
Schools. 

Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: Was it sent to the respective schools? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, to the schools 

concerned. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: A re you sure of the fact? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No, 1 am not sure. 

• - • ^ haye stud that from what 1 can imagine. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We douM want any imagination. 
We want facts. The (luestion is intended to elicit facts. The Hon'ble 
Minister says that he imagines that to l»e the case. We have not (i<»me here 
to be entertained by the Hon’ble Minister from his imagination. 

• 

Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Israil, are yon putting 
any question? 

Mauivi MD. I8RAIL : Yes, Sir. My question is this. In answer (a) 
the Hon’ble Minister .says tluit there was no unusual delay in publishing 
•the results. My question is w*hat i.s the usual time for publi(mtion of the 
results of the Primary Final Kjuimination. I want U) know tluU from the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Tha Hon’blf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As soon as the 
examinations are over, sufficient time is given for the examination of the 
papers, f oannot give you the exact date. 

Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: How c^ould you say that there was no unusual 
delay? What is the usual time for publishing the results? 
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nit Kbifi BOtmlur M. ABDUL KARIMS That is ali«ad^ 

stated in answer (a). Generally the results are published in February ae 
far as one can judge from the publication of results in the Calcutta Gazette, 
Last year it was 12th February and this year 20th February. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This year there was unusual delay. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the District 
Inspector of Schools did not send manuscript copies to anybody in the 
subdiTision ? 


Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. The report is 
that the District Inspector of Schools did send the manuscript copy. 

Maulvi MDa I8RAIL: To whom did he send? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: To the schools 
concerned. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he imagined that these manuscript copies had been sent? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. 


Printing of a statement by the Hon’ble Chief Minister at the Bengal 
Government Press. 

*10. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (a) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department aware — 

ti) that a long statement of the Chief Minister was printed at the 
liengal (iovernment IVess; and 

(ii) that the copies of the statement were distributed through the agents 
of the (iovernment? 


(6) If the answer to (a) if) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of copies that were printed at the Government * 
Press and the cost incurred in this connection? 

(c) Mill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the statement 
was printed and distributed as an offi('ial diHument? 

Tho HOfi’bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUg (on bohalf of tho HoffMo 
Dr. ByamaiHrasMl Mookorjoo, Minister in ohargo of tho Finanoo Dofiartnioiit): 

Tho statement as printed is not quite correct. I shall with your permission 
give the correct answer — 
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(0X0 Tlie statement of the Chief Minister was printed at the Bmugal 
Gk)Temment Press, but it was not a 'long statement. 

(it) No. 

(6) It was originally intended to print 100,000 copies, but only 40,000 
copies were printed and the cost was a little over Rs. 400. 

(c) The statement was printed as an official document and distributed 
by me personally. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Can the Hon’ble Chief Minister say 
anything beyond what is printed? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oh, yes, he can, with my permission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The <juostion was addressed to 
the Finance Depart ment and the answer was drawn up by them. When I 
read the answer, I am entitled to put before the House what I consider to 
be a correct statement with the permission of the Chair. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the written reply that has been 
circulated, it is definitely stated by the Finance Department that an 
. • expenditure of Its. 1)00 was incurred for the purjKise. Now the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister says that only Its. 400 was incurred. We want your ruling 
whether the statement now made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister is to be 
taken as correct ? 


Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: We are puzzled, Sir. A statement is made 
and recoifled by the Ilon’ble Finance Minister and now the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister makes another statement amending the previous statement. One 
of them must be correct. Who is cxurect, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I permitted the Hon’ble Chief Minister to 
reply on behalf of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. I bad also permitted him 
to correct the statement, as he thinks best; and with my permission he has 
^made a statement correcting the previous statement. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is it a printing mistake? 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: No, it is xK>t a printing mistake. 

Mr. 1C. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. The Chief 
Minister has corrected the statement. Now, will he inform the House as to 
which of the two statements is correct — whether his or the Finance 
Minister’s ? 
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Mr. DEPUTY tPEAKER: Tou are entitled to put supplementary 
questions. But as regards the point of order raised by you, I allowed the 
Chief Minister to correct the statement, and he has corrected it and has 
given his reply. I cannot allow any point of order which is nothing but a 
reflection on the statement made by the Chief Minister. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI • On a point of order, Sir. If any particular member, 
without putting supplementary questions, wants to delay the proceedings of 
the House, will you please debar him from making such statements and pass 
on to the next question P 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be 
pleased to state which of the two statements is correct ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have already decided that point. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether that statement was or was not a party statement, enunciat- 
ing the policy of his party? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, nothing of the kind. The ' 
statement contains contradiction of certain statements which have been 
appearing in the newspapers and as to whicli, when contradictions were sent 
by (Government, no publication was made, and I was forced in defence of 
public interest to have that statement printed as an official document, but 
I took care to circulate it personally. 

t 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I know, Sir, if this statement which 
W418 (X)ntradicted by the Chief Minister referred to his conduct as a party 
leader and in his private capacity as a member of an organisation and had 
nothing to do with matters connected with the Government or with his 
position as a Cabinet Minister? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; A man may fill many parts ^ 
and one part of his activities may overlap his activities in another direction. 
It is very difficult for me to dissociate myself from my various capacities 
which I have the privilege at the pre.sent moment to enjoy. I cannot say 
that all parts of the statement were such as to be immune from the 
criticisms that they were in some respects a defence of party policy, but in 
the main it was an official document in the sense that it was a statement of 
governmental policy which I thought ought to be given publication, la my 
judgment I therefore had the statement published by the Government Press. 
But if the House by a majority decides by a resolution carried to the effect 
that it was purely a private matter, I can refund that amount. 
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, KMINa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: WiU th« Hon’Ue ObMf Minister kindly 
place that document before the House so that the House may have an 
opportunity to judge whether it wus a question mainly relating to party 
politics ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If I am permitted to say, Sir, 
I may circulate the document liefore all the members of the House. 


Miulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Are we to understand from the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister’s answer that the Beiifrid Press took no notice whatsoever 
of this statement as a result of which he was oblipred to pret it printed in the 
Bengal Government Press? 


The HonMille Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 think 1 ought to remind the 
honourable member that on many an occasion in the past I as Minister in 
charge of the Publicity Department permitted the speeches of some Hon’ble 
Ministers and their photographs to be published for public advertisement, 
and if I remember aright the honourable member himself had one of his 
speeches published in the Bvnfjal Weekly with my permission. 


Niwabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Will the lion’blc Minister be pleased 
to mention the mimes ot tlie Hon’ble Ministers who requested him to publish 
their photographs and their .‘'i>eeches in the Bengal Weekly for public 
• advertisement ? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow* this question. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ple^ised to state 
whether witfi a view to escaping public censure the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister came forward with a private statement beviring the stamj) of an 
official document? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Kluui Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whut was the method arl opted by 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in di.stributing the.se 40,000 copies of his 
•statement? 


Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He said that he distributed them personally. 

Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that at 
meetings at which we were pre.sent and at w'bich the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister was not present this document was distributed ? How (x)uld it be 
done when he says that he distribute<l the statement personally? 


Tht HoiPliM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know. 
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Mr. Ml A. H. liPAHANI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has not 
the question. « 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot force him. 

UNSTARRED QUESTKmS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Excise Inspeotors and Sub-inspeotors appointed since 1940. 

1. Mr. ilAGAT CHANDRA MAN DAL: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Excise and Forest I)ei>artnient be pleased to state showing 
district by district — 

(i) the numl)er of — 

(1) Inspectors, and 

(2) Sub-Inspectors 

of Excise appoint'd from UMO uj) to iL^th March, lf)42: and 

(n) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(A) Will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether the Communed 
Ratio Rule was observed in making those api>ointment8 ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Honmta Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: (a) The appointment 

of Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of F^xcise is not made district by district 
but is made on a provincial basis. The question of supplying the figures 
district by district does not, therefore, arise. The figures given below refer 
to the whole Province. 

(t) (1) No direct recruitment was made during the period. 

(2) Thirty-six. 

(u) (1) Eighteen. 

(2) Thirteen (including members of the minority communities), 

(3) Five. 

(6) Yes. 

(o) Does not arise. 
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mi Miib ANUKUL GHANORA OAi: WiU the Hon Ua Mimaiar ba 
glaaa^ to state how many indirect appointments by promotion from the 
rank of Sub-Inspector to that of Inspector were madeP 

Tlii Hoil’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I ask for notice. 

Babll MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hoirble Minister W pleased 
to state if the indirect method was adopted with a view to avoiding the 
claims of Sehedule<l Caste candidates? 

The Hon*ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I do not (piite follow 
what he means hy indirect method: if he me^ins “proiiiotion,” I do not 
certainly agree with him. 

Communal ratio of staff in Jute Department in 1940 and 1841. 

2. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: i/i) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and lndu.stries Department be pleased to lay on 
(he table a statement showing — 

(0 the numher of officers of all grades appointed in the Jute Department 
in IhJO and lh41 ; and 
(ii) the numlKT of them that are — 

( 1 ) Muslims. 

i2) Ca.ste Hindus, and 

(d) Scheduled Castes? 

(h) Will Ihe Hoii'ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether the communal 
ratio decision was observed in tho.se cases of appointments? 


Tbo Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: (a) Two 

statements are placed on the Liljraiy^ Table. 

(b) The statements will shf>w that (>ommunal Ratio Rules have as far as 
practicable l>een observed. The quota for Scbedulwl C’astes could not be 
maintained in some cases owing to the dearth of candidates with requisite 
qualifications. 


A.R.P. work (Animal Branoh). 

3. Mr. A, M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the steps taken for A.R.P. work (Animal Branch) ; 

(ii) the sanctioned strength of the staff appointed or to be appointed for 

the work; 


3 
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(m) whether the vacancies in this section have been filled up in accord- 

ance with the declared communal ratio; and 

(iv) the number of Muslims so far appointed ? 

{b) If the answer to (a){iii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: (a) (t) 

Twenty-nine First Aid Posts and Base Hospitals have been opened in Calcutta 
and G First Aid Posts have been o])ened at Howrah. Up to 10th March, 
175 Brahmani and Khodai Bulls w'ere rounded up from the streets of Calcutta 
of which 150 bulls were removed to the Pinjrapole at Kanchrapara (Eastern 
Bengal Railway). 

(n) Twenty-two. 

(m) No. 

{iv) Six. 

(5) Every endeavour was made to ai^poinl fjunlified veterinan' workers 
according to the declared Communal Ratio Rules, Vmt so far no qualified 
Muslim was available. One unqualified Muslim worker resigned his post 
for personal reasons. 

The strength is now made up as follows : — 

(i) Qualified Veterinary workers — 

G Hindus. 

1 Armenian. 

(?t) tliHiualified workers (trained or undergoing training at the Bengal 
Veterinary College) — 

6 Muslims. 

7 Hindus. 

1 Scheduled ('aste, 

1 Indian Chrivstian. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answer {a){iii) “No,’’ 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state why vacancies were 
uot filled up in aiiordance with the declared Coninuinal Ratio Rules? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: The 

reply is given there. As we could not get them, they could not be filled 

up. 


Mr* SYED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answer (ft), “Every 
endeavour w^as made to appoint tiualified veterinary workers according to the 
declared Communal Ratio Rules,” will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the nature of endeavour that was made to secure communal 
ratio? 
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Tlw Hoii*ble Nawali Khmja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, 9t Daooai Tb«re 

irthe CSommuiutl Ratio Officer who fixes communal ratio. 

Mr. BYED ABOUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether these vaesiiicies were ever adverti-sed ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: Most 
certainly they were advertised. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: In which paj>^r8 were they atlvortiupfl ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: I 

want notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 have heard (if Brahmeni bull, 
but what is a Khudai bull!'' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: Th^^re 

are different classes of bulls. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: if a member of this House is foolish 
enough not to understand the high-sounding huiguage of an answer to a 
Huestion he mas demand a rejdy. I have heard of Khiidai Khifmatgar, 
obut what is n Khudai bulli^ 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I also plead ignorance. I cannot give you 
any light on what is a Kliudai hull, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: As a member of this House I 
demand tlu^ the Minister shall not play w'ith us, and I demand of you as 
protector of my right.s in this House that the.se Ministers shall not play 
jokes with us. What is meant by a Khudai bull 1 must know. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Nuwub Bahadur, ran you explain wliat ia a 
Khudai bull? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooe: No. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIttI: If an Hon ble Minister does not 
]uM)w the meaning of his language 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I agree with Mr. Siddiqi that he has a right 
to know the meaning of the expression, and 1 insist on the Minister to say 
what is a Khudai bull. If he cannot amswer it today he can ask for notice. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: I am 

informed that Khudai bull means a bull let loose in the name of <iod. 
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Mr. K. NOORUOOINi Whow 0«dP 

TIM Hon'bl* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daeoa: ' 

Ehoda is the Ood of the Muslims. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: This is an insult to the Muslim.s. He is 
insulting his own religion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: An regards the meaning of Ehudai bull if 
you still insist, I will help you and I will try and give you its real significance 
•nd the real meaning. 

RMxeavation of Mithachhara Khal, Chittagong. 

4. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) With reference to the reply pfiven to clause 
{d) to uiistarred question No. 70 on the 27th March, 1941, will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charj^e of the Comirninications and Works Department be pleased 
to state whether the scheme for re-cxcavation of Mithachhara Jfhal in police- 
fltation JIathazari, district ('hittapon^^ after bein^^ examined by the Execu- 
tive En^fineer, Mymensingh, has been found feasilde? 

(/>) Jf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the actual re-excavation work is likely to be taken 
upP 

(c) If (he answer to (n) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof P 

Th0 Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (o) and (c) ^he scheme 
involves reconstruction of a railway bridge over the Mithachhara channel. 

It also involves silt-clearance of the channel but the (haunel would silt 
up again within a short time. The cost of replacement of the bridge 
And of fro(|uent silt-clearance will not lie commensurate with the benefit to 
be derived from the scheme, 

(h) Does not arise. 


Union Boards in Daoot. 

5. Mr, DHANANdOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay 
on the Table a statement showing — 

(ft) the names of union Iwards in the district of Dacca where election has 
Wn held in the years 1941 and 1942; and 

(h) the 8t4?pe taken by the Government for the representation oi the 
Scheduled Castes in those union boards? 
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. miiltTER in ohargi of tN PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8BLP» 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. SantoNi Kumar Batu)s 

(») A 8tat6m€nt is laid on tho Table. 

(6) No special steps have been taken hut the question of representation of 
every community on the boards is duly considered at the time of making 
nominations. 


Staiemenl referred io in reply to clause (a) of unstarred ^pt^isHon \o. 5, 


District. 

Subdivision. 

Union Boanis whore eloi’tions 
held in 1941. 

Union Boarda where dec* 
tions hold in 1942. 

Dacca 

Manikganj 

(1) Ama, (2) Nali, (3) Utliali, 
(4) Dighuha, (5) Ba^hutia, 
(6) Baniajuri. (7) (Jheor, 
(8) Baldhara. (9) Naogaon. 
(10) Sutalori, (11) Dhul- 
suia, (12) Po 3 ''la and 

(13) Baratia. 

(1) Qarpara, (2) AUgram, 
(3) Sayesta. (4) Di^ht 
and (S) Botila-M itara. 

Do, 

Munshipaiij 

(1) ShyniiiHuhli, (2) Patahhog, 
(3) Atmra, (4) Kukutia, 
(r>) C'hitrokote, (({) Kanak> 
Hur and (7 1 Tautar. 

Nil. 

Do. 

i 

Nrtra\*ang»nj 

i 

j 

(1) l.rfd>utalii and (2) Joshar. 

(1) Dmiga, (2) NarHingdi^ 
(3) Bhiilatio. (4) Nagari, 
(A) Chardighaldi, (d> 

Shiilliirgaiij, (7) 8r«c- 

1 nagar. (8) UchitpurUr 

(9) Ainlalxi, (10) Sib 

inandi, (11) Alokebali 
and (12) Paratwli. 

Do. 

a 

Sadar (North) .. 1 

• 

(1) Totuljhora. (2) Barini, 

(3) I^aslarchala, (4) Howail, 
(5) Sutriumr, (ft) Suapur 
and (7) Dhainrai. 

(1) Asuiia and (2) Dhal* 

jom. 

Do. 

Satiar (South) 

Nil 

i 

1 

! 

(1) Subhodva. (2) Zinzirft, 
(3) Mukshedpur, ( 4 ) 

Joypara and (fi) Sutar* 
para. 


General election of Noakhaii District Board. 

• 6. Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Ud Will the Hon )>b« Minister 

in charge of the Public Health and Local SelMfOvernnient Department be 
pleased to state — 

(f) whether the general election of the Noakhaii District Board Lea 
been postponed ; 

(ti) at what stage the election was postponed ; and 
(tu) the reason of such [Kistponeinent ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister le pleased to state when the general elec- 
tion of the Mymensingh District Board is to take place? 
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i^o) Do the Government contemplate to postpone the election there alaoP 

Xd) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of stopping the preliminary works recently taken 
in hand? 

The Hoffi'ble Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BA&U: (n) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The cltu'tion was (xwiponcd after the ])nblieation of notice fixing 
date for filing nomination j)apers by the candidates. 

(iii) The h()n«»urable member is referred to tlie rej)ly to clause (/) of 
question No. ISo asked l)y Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, m.l.a., on the 2lst March, 
1942. 

(h) The next general election of the Mymensingli District Hoard is 
expected to be held in the beginning of the next <M»]d weather, the exact date 
l>eing not yet fixed. 

(o) There is no such intention. 

(fl) The (|uestion does not arise. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAillD: In view of the fact that tlie election of the 
District Thmnl of N<iakhali was posti^ned till November, 1942, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plensed to state whether the election of the »listrict 
board will be held in Novenil)er this year? 

Tht H0ll*ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Ordinarily, the election 
ought to be held in November, 1942, but the Government has under con- 
sideration the whole (juestion of having elections held in tlie areas which 
have been declared dangerous. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. K, 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment 
motion. Have I got your iHTiuission ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ytvs, Mr. Shahahuddin, I have given my 
consent to your ad jounmient m(»tion, but I will advice you to consider 
whether you will hear the statement of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister now.* 
After hearing his statement, if you still think that your adjournment 
motion is necessarv. I will eousider that. If you do not agree I wdll give 
my opinion here and now. Supposing I admit your adjournment motion, 
naturally you will lose one day lu'cause T will have to fix some day for it 
and you will lose that day. If you can cover your adjournment motion by 
the sfiecial motion of which an agreement has been reached between the 
Hon’ble I^eader of the House and the Hon’ble I/eader of the Opposition, 
for all practical imi jawes you will save two hours. It is for you to consider 
whether you insist on tlie adjournment motion of which you have given 
notice and to which I have given mv consent. 
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^ Mft Km SHAHABUDDIN: Do I understand you to say that after the 
Chirf Minister has spoken, you will (five me another opportunity whether 
I still insist on moving this motion or not? I think the better suggestion 
will be for you to give me an opportunity to move this motion after 
listening to the Chief Minister on the next day, that is, day after 
tomorrow, when we meet. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y our niotioit will be kept in abeyance and 
if you are .satisfied then there is no ne<‘essity of nioving this motion and 
if, liowever. \ on in‘'i>t (ui moving it. I uill consider that and A\ill give 
you an opjmrtunitx . 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: I'hen \ou will waive the objection of 
delay P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. The Iloiride the Chief Minister. 


ORDINANCE. 

The Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1942. 

, The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, under section 88f^) (a) 
of the (r()vernment ot India Act, ItMo, 1 beg to lay the Ihmgal Turbulent 
Area.s Ordinance, 1942, Wfore the Assembly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, there is 
just one thii^^ for you. You have got a motion diHaj>proviug (he ordinance. 
I had fix#d tomorrow for taking up your motion. 1 am thinking to change 
the programme. I will let you know the time when 1 will allow you to 
move your motion. 


FINANCIAL BUSINESS. 

Appropriation Accounts, 194041, and the Audit Report, 1942. 

The Hon’bie Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA9U: Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon’bie the Finance Minister I Iwg to present the A jijiroprialion Aceounts, 
1940-41, and the Audit Report, 1942. 

Sir, the House may recall that when the finam;e accounts for 1940-41 
Were placed before the House in Februar>' last by the Hon’bie Finance 
Minister he explained that the Appropriation Accounts for 1940-41 which 
formed part of the accounts of the province had not lasm received from 
the Auditor-General, The Auditor-General had intimated that the R<*port 
of the Auditor, Home Accounts, relating to provincial transactions in the 
United Kingdom embodied in the Appropriation Accounts had not been 



POINT OF OBDEE. 


m 


[16th 8»pt*,o 


received at that time due to the exigencies of war. The Appropriation 
Accounts for 194041 and the Audit Report for 1942 hare now Ibeen 
received from the Auditor-Oeneral, and I beg to lay them before the House 
as required by the Act. 


Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER* The House will now adjourn for 10 
minutes for prayer. After we reassemble the Hon’ble Chief Minister will 
read his statement. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned at this stage for ten minutes.) 


(After adjoxirnment.) 

Point of order. 

Mr. Hi 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I rise on a point of order 
which may meet with the approval of the Cliief Minister? Presumably, 
Sir, the Chief Minister is fasting and there are honourable members on 
this side of the House who are also fasting. We are sure we do not wish 
to put the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the trouble of reading his entire 
speech. It may either be taken as read or the Hoti'bh' Chief Minister 
may read such extraet.H from his speech as he thinks he should like to place 
lM‘fore the House. We shall b(‘ (piite satisfied it Hon’ble Chief 

Minister does not read his entire sp<‘ech, and we shall consider that the 
entire speech has been read. 

Tho HOfl’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T will read the first ]K>rtion 
of my speech. May I have your leave, Sir? 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI* Sir, I would like to draw your c attention 
to this stat.ement of 18 pages. It is addressed to ladies and gentlemen. 
The practice of this House is that any member addressing the House 
should address you and not ladies and gentlemen. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That will be corrected. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a [mint of order. Sir. If any 
section the spewh is read, only that section which ha.s been uttered in 
the House should be reconl(*d in the official pmeedings. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy has suggested that the 
whole s|>eech should be taken as read. I am just going to ask the Hon’ble 
Leader of the House whether he will read the whole speech. If you all 
agree that the whole speech should he taken as read, of course we can go 
earlier. If the Hon’hle Leader of the House agrees to this, he will not 
read the whole speech. He will only read the beginning and concluding 
paragraphs of his speech and finish it, and the whole speech will be taken 
at read. 
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. IHV ABOUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: If the whole atatement, Sir, 
talen as read with your perniiaaioii, then my point of order does not arise. 
What I was submitting was this, that if a member reads one portion and 
does not read another portion of a statement or a written speech, can we 
officially recognise that portion and print it in our official report even if 
it has not been uttered in the House? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My opinion is this, that if you all agree,, 
the whole speech will be recorded in the official reinirt. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 may not have explained 
myself fully. If the whob* statement taken as read, with your permis- 
sion, my point of onler dfH‘8 not arise. But if any portion is uthued, that 
is to say fljK)ken by word of mouth and the other pfution is not uttered,, 
will that portion go into the oHieijil Hansard? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: IK consent, yes 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Tiie solution is this, tlnit either he 
will not read his speech at all or he will take m\ lcav(‘ t4> r<*ad the speet’h 
ani after reading, ^av, oitc or two paragraphs, he will tak(‘ in\ permission 
an<l th<‘ entin' ^peecll \ull lie taken as read and in tli.it iii"*' the official 
report will cont^iin tlu* entire sjummIi Tliut is the only solution and that 
•is the sugge-^tion Ironi Mi. Suhruwardx. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 am ml following Mr. 
Suhraward.v sugge.stion. What I am submitting to you, Sir, is a matter 
of tbe utmost importance, and I s<*ek >our ruling ubetlier nonls not 
uttered in ibis Hous<* can go into tbe official record. I am raising an 
important fon.stitutionnl point. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, I would like to draw 
attention to this. There are precedents in this Hous4* where big HtaUmicnta 
^\itlo»ot being fully read out have, with tbe permission of tbe Chair, been 
recorded as read. I may quote the case of Dr. Sunyal when be gave a 
long speech in eonms tion with the ratio affair. I’he whole speech, titougli 
not fully read, was taken as read with the perrai.ssion of the then Speaker, 
Sir Muhammad Azizul Hatiue. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I (piite realise the point raised by 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. I shall ask tbe Cbic'f Minister to read tha 
entire speech. 

GENERAL 8TATEMENT BY THE CHIEF MINi8TER. 

Tll« Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 am gratoful to my 
friend Mr, Suhrawardy for the .suggestion he made, and I hofM* my friends 
over there will realise that although I am prepared to read the whole 
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speech it will be an infliction after a few minutes. I want to spare my 
friends by not bein#^ forced to read the whole speech. Now, I shall read 
with your permission. 

I take this opportunity of placing before you a short resume of the 
events that have taken place in the administration of this Province since 
we last met for our Budget discussion. 

Before I make my statement today, I wish to oft'er an introductory 
remark. You have all had the privilege of listening to the address of His 
Excellency the Governor delivered at the Joint Session of the Legislature 
yesterday. As you are aware, it is not open to any member of the Legis- 
lature to raise a debate on any statement made by the Governor. At the 
same time, it is felt that it is of the utmost importnnee that the represen- 
tatives of the peopb‘ in TiCgislature assembled .should have an opportunity 
of expressing their views on the measures that have been adopted for the 
safety of the country and it.s peoples from the point of view' of their 
adequacy or otherwise. We have, therefore, de<*ided that I should make 
a statement today covering ]>ractically the field traversed by His Excellency 
in order that members may have an o]jportunity of offering any criticisms 
which they think desirable and necessary. T am afraid repetitions will, 
in the circumstances, be inevitable; the more so, because 1 liave not hud the 
opportunity of previously acquainting myselt of what His Excellency the 
Governor w'us going to say. The honourable members will, I hope, 
forgive me if T have to take u]) the time of the House by making a state- 
ment wdiich might otherwist* have a}>peared to be umiec(‘ssar\ , 

May I now' ask your leave, Sir, to place it on the ta])le so that it may 
go into ofli(‘ia] record'' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the n‘st of tlu' speech if? laid on the 
table, I am of o])iniou that it will go into record. o 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With your leave, I give 
below a short account of the various activities of this Government during 
the period betw’een the last se.'^sion of the A.ssembly and the present one. 

One of the major problems that has faced this Government in recent 
immths and, in particular, since Japan entered the war has been the expan- 
flioii and control of the A.R.P. organisation of the Province. As the 
House is well aware the Provincial Government has no responsibility fof 
active defence, but they liave a very real responsibility for ensuiing that 
the ]uissive defence measures taken for the protection ctf the citizens are 
ade(|uate. 

In recent months very considerable progress has been made. In addi- 
tion to those areas in which A. R. P. measures w'ere previously being made 
arrangements have in the past few months been made to extend the A. R. P. 
organisation to other towms. 

In the areas where A. R. P. arrangements have been in existence for 
a considerable time the organisation has very largely taken shape according 
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^ the instmctiona issued by Government, and particular stress is now 
being laid on the necessity for testing the arrangements that have been 
made and ensuring that by constant practice and exercises the services are 
brought to a high state of efficiency in the shortest possible time. In the 
new areas where arrangements have recently been started action is being 
taken to push on with the arrangements as quickly as possible. 

As the House is aware Government have realised that all the A. R. P, 
services, if they are to be efficient, must rely on paid personnel as the 
nucleus of each service. Under the j)resenl arrangements 120 per cent, of 
the Wardens Service i> paid, all tlie perM>nn<‘l in the (hmtrol and Report 
Centres if volunteers an* not availalde. oO ju*r cent, (d the Messenger Service, 
all the Casualty Servi<'e jiersonnel attached to First Aid Ihirties, Ambulancea 
and Sitting Case Cars, and per <cnt. of tin* ])er,sonuel attached to First 
Aid Posts, while finally all the Hi*scue Service personnel is paid. 

Apart from the question of (‘iisuring the maximum of efficiency one 
of the rea.sons for the higli penauit.ige ot ])aid personnel in the various 
servi<‘es has ja-erj tin* (liflicult> of securing a stifticient numbtT of reliable 
volunteers. Strenuous tdforts in this conneelion have been made but 
freqiientls without satisfactory results Jl<inourable members will be 
performing a most Viiluable servict* to the war etfort if they can, in those 
areas where A. It. arrangements are }>eing put into effect, list* their 
influence to secure suitable volunteers foi those A. H. P. servii'es whicdi 
^require them. 

In addition to these .S(*rvici*s volunteer Street Fire Parties and llou»e 
Protection Fire l^arties have been organised. The.se are esseniially house- 
hold .servi<es being bodies of three to six persons drawn from neighlmuring 
house.s supplied with stirruj) pumps and e(|uipment by (iovernment, their 
sole and ver|^ imj)ortant duty being to prevent incendiary bombs causing 
local firc.H^in the vicinity of their houses, (iovernment are aiming nt an 
organisation of parties of between 3 io 0 for ever\ 125 of tbe pripulation. 
The response has been satisfactory in a number of areas: for instance, in 
Howrah 10, 690 persons have been recruited; in 24-Parganas 10,791; in 
Calcutta tbe number recruited to date i.s 51,391 — not unsatisfactory but in 
view of the population involved it is clear that ver> large number of 
persons have still to be brought within tbe .scope of the scheme. 

Particular attention in recent months has been paid to the pndilem — 
*one of paramount importance — of training the A. R. I*, personnel. Instruc- 
tors of various grades have been appointed in ail areas to tbe numl)er 
considered neee.ssary, and full advantage has been tak<‘n of the advanced 
courses in the (iovernment of India A, R. P. Schools. In addition the 
experience that lias been gained in tbe organisation in Calcutta has b<*en 
placed at the di-<po.sal of areas elsewhere, and arrangements have and are 
being made to ensure that all areas obtain systematic instructions from the 
officers in Calcutta. 

Satisfactory’ progress has been made in equipping the various nervieea 
and First Aid posts. 1 would take this opportunity of referring in particular 
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to the arran^^emente that have been made for providing stirrup pumps for 
the public. Up to a short time ago the entire supply of stirrup pumps receiv- 
ed from the Government of India in this Province were earmarked for the 
A. K. P. services. Their demands have now been met and Government 
of India have been able to make available for sale to the public a large 
number of stirrup pumps. Arrangements have been made to sell these 
stirrup pumps through a large number of stockists in this city and else- 
where under arrangements organised by the District Magistrates concerned. 
Government consider that the possession of a stirrup pump by all house- 
holders in a position .to obtain one is most essential and a definite insurance 
against the spread of fire caused by incendiary bombs, supplementing as 
it does the arrangements Government themselves have made through the 
Street Fire Parties and House Protection Fire Parties which should ensure 
that in those areas where persons are not able to afford the purchase of an 
individual stirrup pump, fires do not spread. 

In addition to the strengthening and development of the A. R. P. 
organisation Government have arranged in recent months for the improve- 
ment in the warning system, and a large number of sirens have now been 
received and distributed in vulnerable areas. Though it is likely that there 
will always be complaints irom individuals that a particular siren was 
not lieard, the general ixj-^ition now is infinitel\ better than it was some 
months ago. 

Closely c(»nnectcd ^^itll the warning arrangeinmits arc the lighting 
arrangemcnls regarding whiidi definite ordei'^ (d Government havi* issued 
restricting the lighting in the viilntnahle areas as well as though to a lesser 
extent throughout the Province. (t]>]>oitunit\ is taken here to emphasize 
the essential nature of these orders and to n‘(|uest that honourable members 
will do all in their power to ensure that, in their areas, the orders are 
complied with. 

Air Raid Precautions in the technical sense form only part of the system 
of Civil Defence which we have been building up, and I propose at this point 
to review other measures which we ha\e taken. I shall begin by saying 
something about what ha> been done to .'strengthen our firt‘ tig'hting- services. 

In ordinary jicace time the strength of the Calcutta Fire Brigade consists 
of 291 officers and men, with 22 fire engines, and it is liable to be called out 
to deal with fires an\ where between Ifudge Budge and Naibuti on either side 
of the river Hooghl\. For Civil Defence against fires started as a result of 
air raids, a sclicnie has been sanctioned for increasing the strength of the 
Fire Brigade by the formation on a temporary basis of an Auxiliary Fire 
Service, and the jurisdiction of the Fire Brigade and the xVirxiliary Fire 
Service has been restricted to (’alcutta and Howrah. For the rest of Bengal, 
including the (kilcutta Industrial Area up and down the Hooghly, separate 
arrangements have been made. For the A. F. S. in Calcutta and Howrah 
274 trailer pumps have been sanctioned. Up to date 111 trailer pumps have 
been delivered to the Fire Brigade for the A. F. 8. in Calcutta and Howrah; 
the present strength of the A. F. S. personnel now exceeds one thousand 
and it will be steadily increased as fast as the men can be trained : the iiiiaJ 
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total atrength will be about 2^000 men. A special training school was opened 
l^t Dmn Dum on July the 1st; the course lasts three months and approxi- 
mately 250 officers and men can be trained in a course. Training however 
will not be confined to the Dum Dum Training School, and if suitable men 
can be found faster than they can be trained at Dum Dum, they will be 
trained at existing fire stations or new reserve depots still to be opened. 

In order to increase the availability of water for fire-fighting in Calcutta, 
certain measures have been taken which I do not think I need describe in 
detail. 

As a temporary measure for the strengthening of the A. F, S. (not the 
Fire Brigade proper), tlie appointment of dO Sub-OfficerH from Fire 
Brigades in England has been sanctioned, 24 of these have recently arrived. 

If Air Raids take place, casualties are inevitable and we have prepared 
a scheme for the treatment of those whose injuries require treatment in 
hospital. The scheme provide.^ for a t<»tal of over 8,(M)0 beds made up as 
follows : — 

By the reservation of approximately half tlu* existing beds in existing 
hospitals, by opening new beds in Wards and verandahs, etc., of existing 
hospital.s and by taking adjoining houses as annexes to these hospitals, and 
by commandeering altogether separate huihlings in Calcutta or the In^fl- 
trial Area and opening iiltogether n<*w and irnlependent liospitnls. 

IVotective measures against blast have been made in all hospitals where 
• civilian casualties will lie treated, uiul arrangements have been made for 
alternative water suppl\ . 

In order to ensure the continuance of Essential Services provided by the 
Corporation in post-raid conditions, the following measures have been 
taken : — 

le repair squads have be^ui tormed with spare stocks of 
materials and imjilements for repairs. 

(ii) The muchineiy and main pipes at water pumping stations and 
drainage purnjdng stations have been protected. 

{in) Alternative outfall arrangements have been arranged in the event 
of damage to drainage pumping stations. 

(iv) ('amoufluge is being applied to the Tallah Water Works Reservoir 
and Engine House. 

(i?) 2,500 tube-wells have been sunk all over f.'alcutta to provide alter- 
native water supply in the event of damage to the water distri- 
bution system. All of the.se wells have been sunk on public land 
and therefore none has been placed inside a bustee; we are now 
considering the provision of 2(K) additional wells with particular 
'regard for the neeiis of bustees. For the present we have alao 
undertaken the responsibility for maintaining these wells and 
their condition is steadily improving; it is to be hoped that wil- 
ful damage to these wells in the future will be less than in the 
past. 
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(vt) Special camps of hutments have been erected on the outskirts of 
the city for the accommodation of 25 per cent, of the Corporation 
conservancy labour, and pucca buildings in various parts of the 
town have also been commandeered for the accommodation of a 
further 40 per cent. 

All the municipalities in vulnerable areas were called upon to prepare 
and submit schemes for the maintenance of communications and Essential 
Services and on other Civil Defence subjects. The schemes received from 
the inunicipalilies regarding repairs to roads and sewers, protection of water- 
works, alternative water suppl}% emergency conservancy arrangements, etc., 
have been sanctioned after a thorough scrutiny and are being executed 
under the supervision of the A.K.P. Division of the ('hief Engineer, Public 
Health Department. For the vulnerable areas in the districts of 24- 
Parganas, Hooghly and Burdwan, mobile repair squads under trained 
overseers have been sanctioned and staticmed at strategic places in the area 
so as to be able to serve the needs of groujjs of muiiici])alities. 

A salvage organisation has been set up with a view to the removal for 
protection and storage of movable property from houses damaged as a result 
of an air raid, belonging to absentee owners or to owners w'ho are unable to 
make arrangements themselves. The organisation will also render all 
possible assistance to owners anxious to remove property from damaged and 
threatened buildings to the nearest place of safety. 

It is considered desirable that the debris of a demolished building should 
be levelled or removed as soon as possible after an air attack. We have 
therefore arranged for the levelling of any building damaged beyond repair 
and for the clearance of any debris in cases where the person in control of 
the building is unable or unwilling to arrange to do so himself. Within 
the municipal limits of Calcutta and HowTah, the ('hairman of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust has been placed in charge of this work. A Jump pay- 
ment of Ks. 2i),00() has already been made to him to cover any preliminary 
expenses incidental to the scheme. Elsewhere in the province. District 
Magistrates have been instructed to arrange with the municipalities in 
vulnerable areas for certain contractors to be earmarked for this purpose 
should necessity arise. District Magistrates have been instructed that in 
the event of any municipality failing to perform this function, they should 
themselves take action in exercise of their power under Rule 78 of the 
Defence of India Rules. 

With a view to ensuring as far as possible that there is shelter available 
for every bus tee dweller within a reasonable distance of his dwelling, the 
Staff Officers of the A.R.P. Wardens’ Service recently undertook a syste- 
matic survey of the bustees. As a result of this survey, the population of 
every bustee has been split up into sizable groups, with a leader in charge 
of each group. As far as possible arrangements have been made with 
owners of neighbouring pucca buildings to afford shelter to a particular 
group in a room in his or her house — the leader of the group and in some 
oases the entire group having been introduced to the owner. Public 
response to this move has been commendable all over the city. 
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My Hon^ble colleague in charge of the Revenue Department has been 
bisy with schemes for the provision of shelter for people who may be 
rendered homeless by air attacks and those who leave their homes in towns 
after an air raid or in tlie event of an invasion. He has decided to provide 
relief arrangements for many thousands of persons at a time in the city of 
Calcutta. Seven relief centres now stand complete with requisite staff and 
necessarj' water supply, sanitary and other arrangements and 7 more 
nearing completion which arrangements are now in progress for the 
provision of ndief for the balance ol those who according to our estimates 
may require it. Hcuneless persons will bo allowed to remain in these relief 
centres ordinarily for d da\s ami in exceptional (‘ircumstances for 7 days and 
it is expected that during this perioil tlie\ will he able to make arrange- 
ments for their own and slodtrr. Wliile living at the relief centres 

they will l>e sup])lied with meals fioin tl.e air raid relitd kitehens which now 
stand ready fully equipped v\ith tin* iieci'ssary estahlishnnuit, rooking 
utensils and a ( on^lthuuhle stock of IocmI stuffs with water supply, sanitary 
and other arrangiuiM nts, A number of lorries already purchased and 
provided with drivers, cleaners and conductors w'ill he used for carrying 
water and food to the relief centres fnun the kitchens. 

Besides the above, 2 vspecial relhd' (rntres for orphaned children and for 
w'omen wlio will have no guardiattN to look after them have also been opened 
in Cuhnitta. 

As regards other vulnerable towns in the province, similar relief centres 
M-ith pn^vision for estimated requirement of the total population of the 
respective areas bine either lanm oiMuied already or are In'ing opened in the 
industrial areas of 24-Parganas, Hooghly and Howrah and in other towns 
in various parts of the l^rovince. For other towns which have recently been 
classified as A.K.Ih areas, such ndief schemes are now’ under preparation. 

If the cif5r of Calcutta is subjected to heavy and continuous bombing 
large nuinf?ers of people will nrohahly he anxious to leave it simultaneously. 
Arrangements have been made with the railways for running sjiecial trains 
to cope with this traffic far as possible and relief camps have lieen opened 
at two stations for the ]U(»vision of temporary shelter and food for peo]»le 
moving to East Ihuigal. 

The capacity of the railways for running special trains is limited and 
if the rush is heavier than the railways can cope with, i>eople may leave 
Calcutta by road, hor the relief of such j>eople 86 camps with necessary 
staff, stocks of food stuffs and adequate sanitary arrangements including 
isolation wards and maternity rooms have been established at regular 

intervals along the roads which will be kept open to them. These relief 

camps will be capable of giving shelter to (about) more than tw^o lakhs of 
people and food to a very much larger number at a time. To make good 

drinking water available to them on the way, wells have l)een sunk every 

4 miles along these roads. The roads open to such people have also been 
improved where necessary. A number of rivers interc>epting these roads 
have been bridged and ferry arrangements across the other rivers have been 
strengthened by the provision of additional ferry boats and boatmen. 
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Similar relief camps haTe been or are being establisbed along the roada 
leading out of other towns. / 

My Hon^ble colleague in charge of the Commerce and Labour Depart- 
ment has, among his other multifarious duties, to administer the War 
Injuries Ordinance. That measure was promulgated by the Government of 
India with a view to making provision for the grant of relief to persons 
sustaining injuries during the continuance of hostilities. Four whole-time 
claims officers have been appointed, one for Calcutta, one for 24-Pargana8, 
one for Howrah and Hooghly and one for Chittagong, and part-time claims 
officers have been appointed in all the other districts of the Province to 
•examine claims and make payments. I do not think that it would be in 
the public interest for me to give details of claims received after the air 
raid in the Chittagong area and I must ask the House to accept my assurance 
that practically all the cases instituted have been disposed of. 

We have also had under consideration a scdieme for the insurance of the 
moveable projierty against war risks, and have received the report of the 
Committee of hhujuiry which was apjiointed to make proposals on the subject 
and I welcome this opportunity of expressing Government’s appreciation of 
the assistance which the Committee have given us. We liave examined 
their proposals and have decided on the lines of the recommendations which 
we should make to the Government of India. 

I should now like to give the House some idea of what has been and is 
being done for thosc^ who have had to leave their liomes and their land for 
reasons of military necessity. It was not long alter the outbreak of the war 
in the Far East that pressing demands came from the defence services for 
the evacuation of t^rtain areas in the coastal belt of the province. In view 
of the military situation thes4‘ demands had to be conceded at once and In 
aeveral districts large ureas \\ere cleared >\ithin u short time. I he necessity 
for evacuation arose very suddenly at a time when the District Officers had 
numerous complex and pressing dutie.s but they took as much care of the 
unfortunate evacuees as was humanly pos.sible under the circumstances. 
In some areas free transp(>rt was provided and temporaiy shelters were 
constructed for those wlio could not readily find accommodation elsewhere; 
in some others people were paid lump removal co.sts before they moved and 
thereafter grants for raising temporary huts. I feel sure, Sir, that the 
House will apprwiate ray reasons for not specifying cases more definitely. 
In view of the hardships involved by evacuation at short notice we left the 
military authorities in no doubt as to our views about the need for granting 
reasonable notice and I am glad to say that they have gone far to meet nur 
wishes. At the initial stage when the neces-sity for quick action was pnra- 
mount some areas were cleared with as little as 48 hours notice. From May 
onwards about a fortnight’s notice became more usual while during the 
rains we have Wen able to give still longer notice. 

In calculating the compensation which should be paid to evacuees we 
now take the following into consideration: — 

Bemoval costs. 

Lump compensation for standing crops, fish in tanks, etc. 
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^ Cofttfl of temporary shelter. 

*R'eplacemeiit value of kutcha homesteads. 

Rent for pucca houses. 

Recurring conii)ensntion for use of land, tanks, etc. 

Lump compensation for loss of earnings. 

Compensation for other claims whii’h do not rome under any of the above 
categories. 

In addition to what is being paid now pe(»ple will be juiid adei|Uate 
com})ensation for all damage' to property during the period of dispo.ssession, 
after the j)roperty is restored to its owners. For obvious nuison.s, it is 
premature to entertain such claims now . 

(jreat einpliasis is laid on j)roinj)l payment of compensation. Removal 
costs and compensation f(tr building temp(»ra,ry slielter are invariably paid 
l»efore evacuation takes place. Csuall^ rephu'cment c‘o.sts of kutcha houses 
and comj)cnsati(»n tor .standing <'rops, fish in tanks, etc., are i)aid before 
rem(*val if j)ossibl(\ Collectoi.s bavi* als(» Ikhui given wide powt*rs to make 
advance j)aymeiits to nunovc hardships. It will I am sure Ik* readily 
understood that the a^^c*^^ment ol a large innnber of claims arising out of 
evacuation <»f areas i> u laborious task. There are difficulties regarding 
possession and titb' whicli cannot 1 h* lightly hru.slied aside; tljere are 
difficult H*s in maintaining contact with the evacu(*4‘s after they have 
dispersed and therefore in adjudging their claims. In s]>ile of all these 
obstac]<*s consi<lerab!e progre.H.s has been made as can be seen froni the fact 
that up to the pieseiit time now the total area cleareil is api>roximat(*ly 
acres, the number ot families aft’eeted and the amount of 

compensation })aid o\it is Rs. oif.l I 

The jKissib^lities ot finding emf)lovment tc^r the e\aeuees are also under 
eonstant e^mination As a lesult ot lej^resentalious imule b\ evacuees, 
tliCN have U'cii allowed to reap the standing erop.s and to plant fresh crops 
in some of the abandoned area.s. 

Evacuee labour is also i>eing given preference in military and other 
public works wheiever possible: and employment can 1 m* found for a large 
i4UmU*r of men in the f'ivil Pioneer Force w'hieh is now' being raised. 
Steps have also Ir'cii taken to maintain contact w'ith the evacuees after the}' 
have moved and to dial with such special probleins as they may raise Iroiri 
tiine to time. 

It will be appreciated that the magnitude as well as the complexity of 
the t>robleins raised by evacuation set a formidable task before District 
Officers and Government. Distress has inevitably been caused; but we have 
tried to mitigate suffering and to remove genuine grievances as far as 
humanly possible. 

Nobody likes to be disturbed in the security of his own pos.Hessions. 
Nobody willingly gives up his hearth and home or surrenders his property 
into strange hands. Almost everybody, if com|)elled to do so by overriding 
necessity, will grumble and consider almost any form of com|»ensation offered 
him inadequate. 
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In Beitgal, military necessity has compelled the withdrawal to speci&d 
areas or the removal of certain classes of boats belonging to persons ih a 
denied area. In each case, however, fair and adequate compensation has 
been paid for the property of which the owner is denied the use. Payment 
has been as prompt as circumstances have allowed, and complaints have been 
promptly investigated. The reasons which have compelled us at the reciuest 
of the military authorities to deny the use of lioats to the enemy are well 
known. It is to prevent the Japanese using them themselves as they have 
done elsewhere, should they attempt an invasion of these shores. If the 
Japanese were to attempt a landing in Bengal, it would be a simple matter 
for them to penetrate inland if they could find ready-made fleets in the 
shape of the river craft that throng each Bengal’s stream. At the time of 
landing, such boats would be commandeered instantaneously without compen- 
sation ; the boatmen would become galley slaves and fire screens for the 
Japanese soldiery, and any reluctance to work for the invader would be 
met by death or torture. To forestall this, we have ordered the w'ithdrawal 
of boats to certain areas as far as can be done without causing distress and 
is in addition awarding compensation on a generous scale. Here again, 
although the reduction of these means of transport unquestionably entails 
considerable inconvenience, it w’ould be entirely false to represent such 
actions as sweei)ing orders applied wdth harshness or w’ithout close and 
sympathetic study of their local effects. Hardships there must be but they 
are as nothing to the disastrous conseciuences that would ensue were the 
enemy permitted to make free use of the country’s means of trans))ort. 

It is clearly recognised both by Government and the military authorities 
that denial to the enemy of all forms of transport would involve not o^ly 
an intolerable degre(‘ of hardship to the people but would aKo cau>e immense 
difficulties in tin* inaint(‘nance <tf the civil administration and is therefore 
not practicable. Acccudingly a number ot steamers, launclles, boats have 
been allowed to remain in the denial area. 

These are launches and boats belonging to and maintained by Government 
or under the direct control of Government Departments. 

Steamers, launches or boats required for the purpose of removing from 
the denied area surplus stocks of food-.stuffs or other commodities or things 
likely to be of Wnefit to the enemy. 

Steamers, launches or boats required to take .into the denied area food- 
stuffs or other eominodities that are essential to the existence of the popula- 
tion remaining in that area. 

Small boats such as may be absolutely necessary to enable the population 
of the denied area to maintain themselves. 

To give effect to this denial policy^ we have ordered the w*ithdrawal of big 
boats from the denial area, and the owners thereof have been given the 
option of withdrawing their boats to a safe area and retaining them there 
until the period of danger has passed or handing them over to Government 
at one of the various receiving centres which have been established for 
reception of boats from the denial area. In the latter case the owmera are 
awarded adeauate comnensation. 
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Ai regards the small boats their withdrawal froid the dai^r area it 
4pt compulsory but where the owners volunteer to surrender them OoVem* 
ment purchase these boats locally and pay compensation on a generoua 
scale. 

Arrangements on a liberal scale have also been made for the grant o£ 
tempo’'ary permits usually for periods of 7 days to enter the denial area 
for the purpose of — 

trade between the denial area and the areas to the north; 
conveyance of cattle or seedlings for distant cultivation. 

Arrangements have also been made for organising ferry services. 

We have taken a variety of steps to ensure that hardship is reduced to 
the minimum. In case where the crew are employed on u wage basis W6 
pay to the owner the market value of the l>out and to the crew' if they 
are not the owners or part owners one month's wages. 

In special cases of hardship further compensation not exceeding another 
month’s w’ages is paid to the inetnbers of a crew. 

In case of boats hired by the jiresent (Tew, the owner receives the market 
value of the f)oat and ttie balance of the hire charge dm* from the date of 
withdrawal to the end (»f the term of hiring under the hire eontraet, w'hile 
the erew n*('eives one month 's average earnings. « 

In eases where the boat is tlu‘ sole means of livelihood of the owner, a 
sum ecjuivalent to three months’ average earnings in addition to the market 
value of the boat may he paid. 

Fishermen are encouraged not to part with their boats us it is the inten- 
tion ot t ruvernment to get them back to work again umhu’ control as soon 
as practicaiikp. A scheme is already under preparatitm and the matter lias 
been takdH up with the local officers. For the present those who deposit 
their boat.s are being paid allowances until final arrangements have been 
made but most of them are keener on getting the cash compensation for 
their boats outright. Fishermen who give up their boats permanently 
receive their full value as well as compensation for loss of livelihood up t(i 
d months’ average earnings. 

We have also not forgotten numerous ptmple who may liave be(*n hard hit 
as a consequence of this policy although they did not actually live in the 
denial areas and keep boats there; and arrangements have l>een made te 
extend relief in deserving cases even though they may have no legal claim 
to compensation. 

Up to the 15th August, 1942, approximately Rs. 28,54,424 has beam 
paid as compensation for boats. 

I now turn *d a subject whi(b is of immediate personal interest to every 
individual — that of the supply and price of the necessities of life. In this 
Province the problem is complicated by the fact that Bengal ii not self- 
sufficient as regards any of its food supplies except rice. We depend for 
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sugar on B$kar, for salt on the western coast ports and places outside India, 
e.g.,*Aden, for most varieties of dal on Bihar, for oil seeds and mustard 
oil on the U. V. and Bihar, and so on. Even in the case of rice we have 
seen the difficulties of securing adequate supplies to the public at controlled 
prices: the difficulties of price control are greater still when we have no 
control over the source of supply. 

The difficulties of transjwrt have aggravated the problem. Recently, 
wheat allotments have been difficult to obtain on account of the disturbance 
to railway coinm unicat ions and sugar imports from North Bihar have almost 
stopped as a result of local disturbances. This fact accounts for the 
prevailing scarcity and high price of sugar in Calcutta and the districts, but 
we have taken steps with the help of the Sugar Controller to get in supplies 
from elsewhere and they will soon be on their way. In the case of some 
other commodities, there has been a chronie shortage, for example, the 
supply of kerosene has been cut by fifty per cent. This means that every- 
one has got to reduce his consumption. 

The House is no doubt aware that we have recently established tiie nucleus 
of a (yMvil Su})plieb Directorate and I hope that it will not be long before it 
is working at full strengtii. Our first endeavour has been to create condi- 
tions under which supplies cun m<»ve n‘adily when needed and the trade 
itself cun o|)eiat(‘ in a healthy manner, AVe .seek (M)-opeiation but if the trade 
cannot deal with its own black .she(*j), we mav have to applv (‘om|)ulsion. 
\V e must ahvays remember, however, that we cannot staml by ourselves. We 
ru'cd the help of other Provinces and must be ready to help them. 

Membets may la* interested to h<*ar sonu'lhing abf)iit eommojlit ie^^ which 
hav(‘ to be imported fiaun outside Bengal On hearing that the Bengal 
nllotinents of wheat for August were lik(dy to be heavily reduced, w’e took 
up the matter and liave obtained an assurance that the special needs of 
Calcutta will be borne in mind: We feel that the immediate prospects are 
not unsat isfactoiy but the TTouse should rec'ognise that w’heat supplies are 
not under our ultimate control. 

The quest i<»n of the supply of (hd has been taken up wdth the Bihar 
Government. 

I am glad tf» say that the ]H>sition in regard to salt is satisfactory, 
but efforts are being made to build up increased stocks against future needs. 
We are also making arrangements with leading dealers for the import of 
more mustard seed and oil, but the latest information makes it very doubtful 
whether w*e shall receive before the Pujas the supply of standard cloth for 
which we have indented. 

The new Directorate of Civil Supplies, is alive to the urgency of the 
problems with which it is confronted and it is to be hoped that as soon as 
the various factors which I have referred to have been brought under some 
sort of control, with the help and co-operation of the Central and other 
Provincial Governments a substantial improvement in the position of supplies 
will he effected. Meanwhile, the Province can help itself very considerably 
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hj organising a comprehensire anti-hoarding drive in Calcutta an4 the 
(Tifttricts, with the active support ami co-operation organised trade and 
leaders of public opinion. 

So far I have dealt with subjects which with the exception of Air Raid 
Precautions are tlie concern (tf one or the other of 7 ny Hon’ble colleugues. I 
now ask the indulgence of tlte House btr a few minutes to enable me to say 
something about matters which appertain to the department of which I 
myself am in charge. 

Two measures which liave been put into effect .sim’c the Htuise last met 
are revised provisions for the Civic (iiiards and the institution of a rural 
organisation which w(‘ have calle<l the Heiigal Home (iuards. 

The House will remember that the Civic (iuards were constituted under 
an Ordinance during UMO. In Hcngal in several districts they had done 
excellent work; we have, however, for some time been di8<iuieted by 
indications that the organisation was not W(»rking as well as we could h(»pe. 
We tlooiglit that it> possibilities for g(»o<l wen* so grcnit, and the promisa 
whicli it liad shown where it has )»cen working well was so encouraging that 
we must do everything po^^ible to leinove obstacles to furtln*r development 
along ‘‘atistaetorv lines. A senior p<diee otlieiT was tberef<ue jdaced on 
special duty to recommend niea>ines tor re-establisb ing the organisation on 
a sound Inisis. 

The Civi<- (iuard was conceived a^ a purtdy lionorary loree. Without in 
• any wa\ d«‘pie(ating the work done lor the Civic (luards by influential 
noii-otlieiaN to whose cnlbii^iasm ami public spirit the M»«>vement owes so 
much, il is clear that the siicces-, ot sueb an oiganisation depends largely 
upon whether or not local officials charged with its development are able to 
devote to it the (‘(»iitiinied interest without whi«‘h no purely honorary body f>f 
vohinteets c*i reasonahi\ he expected to maintain their enthusiasm. Partly 
because ifltist local (dheers were iiiiahlc to spare time for detailed supeuvision 
of the ('ivic (iuards and tor day-to-da\ association with it and ]»artly because 
there were <ertairi small causes of dissatisfaction amongst members, the 
honorary sxsti'in has broken fl<»wn and it was nee(*ss}ir\ tor ns to fl(‘vise 
reforms to set tilings riglit. 

In the first place we have ui>pointed a number of persons wliorn we call 
Adjutants and (Quartermasters whose <luty is lr» organise and train groups of 
Civic (juards and to charge themselves with ever> detail not only of their 
efficiency but also of their welfare. These officers were chosen from amongst 
trained physical instructors who have passed through Mr. Buchanan’s school 
of training; they were posted for some time to assist in training the Civil 
Pioneer Force Battalion and with the experience there gained have now been 
allotte<l to districts. It will be their duty to establish and maintain direct 
personal contact with officers and members of the (iuard and to ensure that 
any suggestions or complaints are laid before the appropriate authority for 
consideration and redres.s. We look to these officers to ensure not only that 
the (iuards are organised and trained to a state of effit iency but that their 
legitimate requirements are sympathetically considered in a humane spirit 
and promptly brought to the notice of the authorities. 
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Then as regards the Guards themselves we have decided that we must be 
prepared to give allowances to men whom we expect to be available for duty 
whenever called upon. We have instituted courses of training during 
attendance at which an amount of pocket allowance of Ks. fi a month will be 
given to candidates. When they have passed through this course of 
training and been enrolled each Civic Guard who attends four parades each 
month will be entitled to a monthly retainer of Rs. 6. We have also provided 
that an allowance of six annas shall be made for each tour of duty which a 
Civic Guard is called upon to perform up to ten such tours monthly. 

The rates of duty allowance for officers will be higher; they will draw the 
same retainer as other members but for each tour of duty they will draw an 
allowance of Re. 1. We hope to stimulate efficiency and to establish an 
esprit (le corps by recruiting officers so far us possible from the ranks. 
Promotion wdll depend upon the efficiency there gained and the capacity for 
leadership there shown and we hope that this will result in increased 
effi ciency and keenness and also in general improvement in tone. 

All I can say at present of the progress of these reforms is that it is very 
encouraging. Adjutants and Quartermasters are settling down to their 
duties in districts; and in one district at least a number of Guards have 
already passed through the period of training under the reorganised scheme 
and qualified for the retainer. There should be no justification in future for 
the deprecatory references which have sometimes been made to the quality 
•f recruits forming the Civic Guard organisation 

The Civic Guard is confined to urban areas. In the rural areas we have 
•et up a Home Guard organisation, many of the details of which are, 1 
expect, known to honourable members. Our object was to organise a trained 
and disciplined body of men spread over the entire province ^to meet the 
exacting demands of the present emergent situation. There wa^ a great 
volume of public opinion, freely expre.ssed through the press and otherwise, 
demanding the active association of the people in the protection of Bengal 
against lawlessness and disorder arising out of any apprehended threat to 
our security. 

To meet this demand, we have been asked to set up an organisation 
charged with the duty of pre.serving peace and order, aiding and assisting 
evacuees or refugees passing through their area, raising and stiffening the 
morale of the people by discounting and denying false rumours and in the 
•reas more immediately exposed to the danger of hostile action watching for 
and reporting to the proper military or civil authorities anything of a 
suspicious nature such as crashed aircraft or suspicious concentration of 
boats, etc. Home Guards are being organised in parties each under a 
Captain; it will be their duty to protect their own and their neighbours’ 
families in their own local area and they will not be called upon to serve at 
any distance from their homes. At the present moment each unit consists ol 
the area of a Union Board, though as the movement grows the area of the 
anits will clearly have to he decreased. We are thus setting up a body of 
men capable of providing at any time an effective patrol of at least 25 men. 
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Eaeh party will be a band of friends and neighbours selected by the 
Captain himself and since the Captain is to be a man chosen for his influence 
in the locality, this method of selection will ensure that the parties work 
together in an atmosphere of friendliness and mutual trust. There is no 
sectarianism in the organisation which is open to all irrespective of political 
or religious affiliations. The Captain for each unit is chosen with the 
assistance of a local committee on which two influential local non-officials-- 
one from each community are appointed. We rely upon these gentlemen 
not only to help in selecting a suita])le Captain but for assistance and support 
to him by encouraging enrolment and by attracting and maintaining public 
interest. e hope also that tlie\ will, in association with the ('aptain and 
with the A ice-Captain (who will he appointed when the party has l>een 
formed and trained) keep the authorities aware of all matters affecting the 
Guards or the safety and security of the area for which they are responsible. 

e look to gun licensees to join the Home (iuard and we shall be prepared 
to bring pressure to bear upon licence-liolders either to enrol or to make their 
weapons available for the common defence. The Home Guard will be ii 
voluntary force, non-]iolitical. and non-party, through which the will of the 
people ('an be organised t(» maintain law and order in these troublous limes 
and to arouse and confirm the will of the pe<)ple to offer united resistance 
to the enem\ , 

1 he organisation of this lK)dy has already made strides. Upwards of 
• 6,000 Captains have already been appointed and are organising their parties. 
Twent> -three Adjutants, after a preliminary (‘(Uirse of training, have beeu 
posted t(» districts and have embarked upon a programme of training. It is 
our intention ultimately to post two of these Adjutants in eaeh dislricjt and 
4 in the larger tlistricts, and there is at present a eourse of training being 
condiK'ted to^upply a second hatch of Adjutants. For the present we have 
posted thsi>e or four Adjutants in each of tlie (oastal districts in order that 
work there may be carried on along intensive lines. Their instructions are, 
as soon as po.ssible after joining, to conduct a c(»ur8e of training lasting for 
a fortnight for Captaiii.s of Home Guard parties and to follow this up by 
subsequent courses so tliat training may become rapidly diffused. We have 
not laid down any rigid rules at prewiit because, in a matter of this kind 
where much is to he gamed hy tlie method of trial and error, we wish to give 
the maximum scojie to local officers who have ideas to try them out and by 
comparison of re.sults to arrive at improved methods all round. In Cbiitagong, 
where there is already an organised system of civil defence parties, the 
results of the first fortnight’s training have been so encouraging that the 
District Magi.strate describe.s them as being little short of amazing. 
Mr. Buchanan has been placed in charge of training and organisation and 
we have before us now a handbook of training prepared by him in which, I 
am sure, the members will be interested and of which I shall make copies 
available if members so desire. 

About the internal situation following upon the ratification by the 
All-India Congre.ss Committee of the Working Committee’s resolution and 
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the subsequent arrest of Congress leaders I do not think that I can at this 
juncture profitably say very much; an opportunity may occur later fot a 
rather fuller statement. 

Myself and many of my colleagues deprecated the initiation of a mass 
movement and assured the public that we were prepared to see that any 
nnnement which might be initiated was checked and peace and tranquillity 
maintained. At the same time we were anxious to avoid action which 
might pre(;ipitate a crisis and we appealed for a settlement which would 
avert one. Unhappily such a settlement was not effected and although 
Bengal has been spared disasters on the scale experienced in some other 
Provinces, there have been disturbances both in Calcutta and elsewhere 
of sufficient gravity to give cause for serious anxiety. Apart from hnrtah 
and few demonstrations, instances have occurred in several districts of tami»er- 
ing with or damage done to the permanent way or rolling stock of railway 
^ith interruption of railway communications and destruction of instruments. 
Members are aware of the persistent interference with tramw'ay services in 
Calcutta and with the damage done to public utility services; this 
and the attacik on A. K. P. dejjots and wardeiiN’ post< which have 
occurred cannot have any other result than giving assistance to the enemy. 
There has been sporadic cutting of telegraphic* wires in many districts 
and in ciutain areas post offices have been attacked and looted. 
In ])reHent conditions, when the enemy tlireat to our Province has been 
by no means removed, and w'hen it is essential that (‘ommunications should 
be kept open in order tliat military dispositions may be maintained and no 
obstacle placed in the W’ay of troop conccmtrations for any purpose, be it 
offensive* or defensive, interfc*rence with railways, telegraphs and postal 
communications are very serious matters. Collective fines have had to be 
imposed upon the inhabitants of ureas where such acts of sabotage occur 
and where there is reason to believe that the local inhnbitantSiare concerned 
in tliose offences or are harbouring the offenders or are failmg to give 
proper assistance in apprehending culprits and bringing them to book. 
District Magistrates have been directed to convey a warning to the 
inljabitants of all areas through which any line of communications passes 
that they are charged witli the specific duty of maintaining the sector 
])n8sing through their area and protecting it from damage and that they 
will be held ai’countable if outrages occur. 

With reganl to the regrettuhle incidents arising out of tlh‘'-e disturbances, 
in the course of which the jmliee found it necessary to open fire, I do not 
wish to make any obst‘rvations at the present momeii^ because we may have 
to consider this q\iestion mure fully in the light of the (dtser vat ions which 
are going to be made by my friends in the Assembly the (‘ourse of the 
discussions which they will have the privilege to initiate on the statement 
which I am now making before the House. 

Turning to Jail Administration I think I should mention that the Tribunal 
set up in fulfilmeut of my undertaking to the House during t^e last session 
•nbmitted the case of 382 security prisoners to scrutiny and have forwarded 
their report to Government together with their report and recommendationa. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Panckridge who was Chairman of the Tribunal had 
^mpleted the draft of his report before his sudden and lamentable demise 
but we have not yet had time to scrutinise the report and come to any deci- 
sions upon the recommendations contained in it. We have, however, taken 
action on a numl)er of points outside the terms of reference of the Tribunal 
with the object of mifij^ating the riprours (»f detention. The prioipal 
modifications which we have recently decided up(ui include an amendment 
of the rule of diet allowance, increases in the cloihiiifr, extended facilitiea 
as re^^ards private correspondence and teinporarN release to visit near 
relatives in case of critical illne.ss and a more liberal scale of family 
allowance. 

There liave been two major jail disturhancc.s ; the one which broke out 
at the Berhampore Special Jail rm the Il^th May, JJMiJ and which was handled 
tactfully b\ the local othcials and al>oiit which 1 do not wish to say anything' 
at the present moment. The serond has been the recent unfortunate occurs 
rence in the Dacca S{»ecial -lail >^hicli look place on the Jilst Auf^usi 1942, 
The Commissioner ol the Dacca Di\iMon and the Inspector-deneral of 
Prisons ha\c held an eiojuiry and are soon goin^ to submit their report to 
(Tovernment. 1 paid a 1<» Dacca and had been to sec the locality wher^ 

the <iisturl)ancev took place and had personal diseussion with the security 
prisoners and r)ther jiefsons inside the j.ii). 1 do not wish to make any 
comment at tliis sta^e because statements have ajipcared in tin* press from 
» represeiitat i\o.s (d pul)lic bodies and demands have ])een made by the Mahalla 
Surdars ot D,i(ca for the establishment of a special Committee of Km^uiry 
to invest ijj:atc tads and to report the cuusps of tlie distiirliance and also the- 
manner in which the casualfit's Ijave been caused. It bus been a very regret- 
table affair and f do not wish at the prescuil stji^^e to say anything further 
tlian what T Jiave already stated. 

The communal situation has fortunately been satisfactory. We hi‘ve been 
able to settle the dispute at Dinajpur and 1 am liappy to .sav that the iiimier- 
aion rites, which had been long suspended, were amioaldy completed on the 
2bth June under urrangeiiients niutually agreed to by members of both 
communities in the town. It is true that Dacca during tlie s(*cond half of 
June and the first halt of .Iul\ witnessed renewed flisturbances to which a 
communal (‘olour miglit ver\ easily have been given. There were unfor- 
tunately .some casualties sustained by both coiniminilies. Prompt measure# 
were however, taken by the local authorities and these were supplemented 
b}’ the promulgation of the Turbulent Areas Ordinance which had lapsed 
early in January ami by the imposition of cadleclive fines under that 
Ordinance. We have not been able to ascribe responsibility for these 
disturbances; a nurnlier of political and communal groups are under suspi- 
cion of having fomented them, but the general public in Dacca was clearly 
not prepared to allow* the.se di.sturbauces to develop into communal riots and 
there was no demonstration at any stage indicating that communal passion 
had been widely inflamed. Elnewhere csimmunal relations have^ i am glad 
to say, been more friendly than for a considerable time past. 
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MORNING SITTING. 


[15m Sjbpt.^ 


Mommg Sitting. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: After consulting the Leader of tiie House 
«nfl the Tveader of the Opposition, 1 have decided to hold the sittings of the 
Assembly in the morning. I have also decided that the Session will begin 
from 8-30 a.m. to 11-15 a.m. I think the House will agree with me that it 
would be convenient to have its sitting in the morning. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUilA: Sir, it may not be convenient to have 
ihe sittings from 8-'i0 a.m. Make it 9 a.m., if the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion agrees. 


Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Meml>ers on this side of the House 
won’t have any objection if the meetings are held from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
I agree that it would be more convenient to Mussalman members, and we 
hope that in view of the special circumstances in which the Mussalmans 
are placed, non-Muslim members would not raise any objection to accom- 
modate the Mussalman members and would agree to the time proposed. 

Mr, A. F, BTARK: When we were consulted about this this morning, 
the suggestion was that meetings would begin from 8-30 a.m. to 11-15 a.m., 
and there was no suggestion of holding the meetings from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have decided to hold the Session in the 
morning every day. We shall continue from 8-30 a.m. to 11-15 a.m. 
ITiat leaves us practically 2 hours and 45 minutes. Generally we hold our 
sittings for three hours or more and not less than three hours. In the 
special circumstani’es I am agreeing to lose 15 minutes, and so I jim fixing 
the time from 8-‘t0 a.m. to 11-15 a.m. 


Mr, 8YED BADRUDDUilA: 8-30 a.m. is very inconvenient for us. 
Even the Hindu members are agreeable to have the sittings from 9 a.m. 
riease make it 9 a.m. 

Mr, K, SHAHABUDDIN: We stick to the arrangement made 
by our leader. But as the suggestion <'ame from a member of the Govern- 
ment Party, we thought he had the consent of his leader to make that 
suggestion, and I only replied that we would agree to that. I am not 
making a demand for changing the arrangement made hy our leader. I 
make it clear T am only agreeing to the suggestion put forward by, I think, 
the Secretary to the Bengal Government Party. 

Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request the Hon’ble licader of the 
Opposition, if he wants to send in any motion, to send it by 3 o’clock 
tomorrow. 
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• Mf« SYED BADRUDDUilA: What is your decision about the time, 
Sir? 

Mr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: As a vw yn^dia, I august tbat the time 
may be fixed from 8-45 a.m. U) ll-'iO n.m. That is the only solution I can 

offer. 


Adjournmant. 

It being r)-‘4 p.in. — 

The House was adjourntMl iill 8-45 a.io. on Thursday, the 17th 
September, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[17th SKpf., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled* 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
17th September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mu. Syed Jai.mxddiv TIashkmy) in the Chair, 9 
Hon’ble Ministers and 17G members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawers were given) 

Eleotiens in Municipalities, 

Ml. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Is the Ilon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and fiocal Seit-(iovernment^])e]).u1iii(*nt a\\are — 

(/) that in Mu!ncij)al Ph'ction.s there i-; no piovi'-ion tor \oting by 
symlnds ; 

(ri) that the right of voting is not extended to all those — 

(1) who pay at least Ks.2 per month as house rent, and 

(2) who w(»rk in factcudes regi^tered under tlu* Fa(;tories Act; 

{in) that under the existing rules the ri^ht of a])iH)intiiig Election 
(ltlic(‘rs, Election (kuuinittees and >clectiiig lulling hoc^ths, 
scrutinising nomination pa]H*rs, etc., is given to the sitting 
(diairman and commissioners who are tliem>elves (‘andidates for 
the election; and 

{iv) that in Municipal Elections under the present rules — 

(1) voters are misled while voting or are prevented from voting, 

(2) votes of illiterate persons are not recorded in the name for 
wdiom the voters want to vote, and 

(d) nomination jmpers of candidates are rejected on dimsy 
grounds P 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has received any representation for the change 
of these rules P 

(c) If so, what action, if any, has he taken or proiwses to take in the 
matter? 
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MASTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
CQVtRNMENT DEPARTMENT (the HoiPMe Mr. Santesh Kumar Batu): 

(a) (jJ'Mid (»') Yes. 

(fVC) Vnder the Muuieipal Klet'titm Hules, the powers of rtpJ>ointing 
Polling Oflirex> and Election Committees and of selectin^^ polling centres are 
vested in the Muni(dpal c(immi^sioner^ at u meeting, while the power of 
scrutinising nomination p.ij>eis i'v liiven to the Chairman with a provision 
tor api)eal to the District Magistrate. 

(ir) (rovernmeiit liavt* no information. 

(/>) and (c) A representation fiom the lumourahle member himself has 
been reeeiitly reeeived and it is under consideration. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With leferenee to answer {a}{ir), will 
the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether (fovernment attemi>(ed to 
elicit any intorination on the subject? 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The (pustion has luen 
80 generallx worded tliat it is diliieult lor (Government to collect inlorumtion 
of the nature indicated, naimdy, that in municipal elections under ihi' ]>resent 
rules such and sm h practices (ditain. That euunot be correct, hecausc it 
applies to uli municipal elections. 

• Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: My (piestion is whether (Government 
tried to idicit an\ intoimation as to whetlier voters are misled while voting 
or are prevented from voting or v(»tes of illiterate jiersons are not recorded 
in the name for whom the Miters want to voli* and whethei nomination jmpeis 
of camlidates are rejei ted on Hinisy grounds. I want to know whether tliese 
are correct or*iiot and wlicther (Government tried to have any information 
from any 1tiunici[)ality oi from the ('ommissionejs 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Oi caHionally when such 
complaints are madi* to (Government, they are empiired into. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state whether appeal lies with the District Magistrate or with the Suhdivi- 
sional Officer'" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs Appeal lits with the 
District Magistrate. It may be lieard by the Subdi visional Officer also. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware that there are many illiterate voters within 
a municipality P 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BABU! Undoubtedly that i$ ao. 
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Khifl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of introducing 
the symbol system of voting? 


The Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is in my answer 
given already. 


General eleotion of munioiiMlities in Burdwan Divisidn. 

•12. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government I)ej)artment be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing the names ot the Municipalities of the 
Burdwan Division to whi:‘h general elections are due before, and by the 
end ot March next, giving the dates of elections in each case? 

(/>) Is it a fact that tlie elections to certain Municipalities have been 
postponed ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of those Municipalities where the election has been post* 
poned ; 

(it) the dates fixed for holding the elections; 

(til) the dates when the Government notification postponing the elections 
and extending the terms of the said Municipalities were received 
by them ; 

(iv) the amount spent by each of the Municipalities for fhe nreparation 
of electoral rolls, etc. ; * 

(r) the reasons for withholding the elections and extending the terms 
thereof; and 

(n) whether public opinion was obtained Wfore coming to a decision on 
the point? 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) A statement is laid on 

the Table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) {i) to (ir) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(t>) The reason* were stated in the notifications issued by Government 
copies of which are laid on the T.ihrary Table. ’ 

(i-») Public opinion was not consultetl but the elections were postponed 
in the public interwt on the recommendation of the local offices. 
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^alemeiU rejerred to in rtply to doutt ( a) of starred question A' o. 12. 


District. 

Muncipality. 

Date of general eiertion. 

Hooghly 

rttarpara 

.Arambagh 

Cltampdani 

Bhadreswar 

23rd No\'ember. IWl. 

Ditto. 

22nd February. IW42. 

Ditto. 

Burdwan 

Burdwan 

Kalna 

Katwa 

Dainhat 

Asan>»ol 

Raniganj 

. . 9th February, 1942. 

2lat February, r942. 

9th Fehriiaiy, 1942. 

9th Febmarv, 1942 

(anrl 1 1th March. 1942. 
for a iHH'ond election 
under section 2H of the 
Bengal Municipal Act). 

.. 9th F^nuary, 1942. 

Ditto. 

Birbimm 

. . Sun 

2Sth February. 1942. 

Bankura 

Vishmipur 

4th Febniary. 1942. 

Howrah 

iiowrah 

loth I7th February, 1942. 

Midnapore 

Midnapore 

rainluk 

(ihutal 

C'liandrakona 

Kharar 

Khirpai 

Ram j I ban pore 

7th February, 1942, 

.. I2th November, 1941. 

. . 5tii March, 1942, 

17th Fi'bruary, 1942. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

. . 25th March. 1942. 


Statement referred to in reply 0 douses (e) (i) to (iv)oj sUirred question Ho. 12. 


• 

The nameawif the munici- 
palities where the elec- 
tions have been postponed. 

The dates fixed for 
holding the election. 

The daU'H when the 
(Joveniment notifica- 
tions postponing the 
elections and extend- 
ing the term were 
received. 

1 he amount 
spent by each 
municipality 
for the pre- 
fiaration of 
electoral 
rolls. 




Rs, a. p. 

Bhadreswar 

20th December, 1942 

6th February, 1942 . . 

223 7 0 

Raniganj 

Uth November, 1942 

23rd February, 1942 < 

218 12 O 

Aaansol 

J 

1 

590 13 6 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD ItRAIL: With reference to annwer {c){vi), will 
the Hoii’bU Minister be pleased to stab* why public opinion waa not 
consulted before postponing the election of this municipality? 


Tfi« Haii’ble Mr. SANTOtH KUMAR RAtUs It is difHcult to consult 
public opinion as such. It is presumed that local ofticers consulted publio 
opinion. 




QUESTIONS. 


[17th Sbpt.I 


S2 

AtMence of an appointod member of District Board from six oonaecuture 

meetmgs. 

M3. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Will ihe H ()ii’])le Minister in charjire of 
the Public Health and Jx)cal Self-(jov(‘rnineiit Department be pleased to 
*itute whether Doverninerd have taken any action under section 18(r) of the 
Denial liocal Seli-dovernment Ad of 1885, against any a])pointed member 
of the J)acca District Jfoard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Section 18(7) (c) of the 

]x)cal Self-( Government Act gives power only to the Divisional Commissioner. 
It is reported tliat one of the appointed members of the Dacca District 
Hoard al)8ented himself from six cimsecutive meetings of the Board held 
between the 2drd August, 11141, and dlst January, 11)41;?. but as, in the 
opinion of the Divisional Commissioner, the member concerned bad sufficient 
oxcuHc to absent himself, (he Commissioner condoned the member’s failure 
to attend the said meetings. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the member concerned did appl> toi’ condoning the absence? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He did. 

Mr. ATUL KRi8HNA GH08E: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are those suflicicnt excuses on which the Divisional Commis- 
sioner came to the conclusion that he was justifiiMl in keeping himself absent 
from tilt' meetings? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The reasons given by the 
Divisional Commissioner are set out in .some detail. He has separated these 
meetings into tuo classes. The first four fell under one category' the absence 
from M'hich was exc’used on the ground that the member concerned was 
engaged in public duty as one of the chief officials or probably the chief 
official of the Government Party in the Bengal liCgislative Assembly. So 
far as the last two meetings are concerned, he was prevented for personal 
reasons of a domestic nature from attending these meetings and the Com- 
missioner thought that those reasons w'ere sufficient. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government did not consider that the member concerned 
having public duties elsewhere should have resigned his office of the 
membership of the district board? 

Th» Hon’blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: That was the view which 
the Commissioner himself had taken. In fact, in his order the Commis- 
sioner said : “He had two courses open to him if he found that he could not 
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fulfil hiB obligations as a member of the board. The two couwes were — (a) 
resignation because he could not serve two masters — the Bengal Legisla^ve 
Assembly and the district board; (h) default for these successive meetings 
should render himself liable to the less honourable penalty of removal from 
office by the Commissioner. Unfortunately he appeared to have chosen the 
latter way and left me to decide whether I should exercise my power under 
section 18(/)(r) of the Local Self-(j<ivernment Act ” The Commissioner 
thought that as it was public duty and as there was no resignation from 
the Bengal Legi.slative Assembly, the absence should 1 m» condoned. 


Appointment of members of Chittagong District Board. 

•14, Dr. 8ANAULLAH: in) With reference to the reply to starred 
question No. 18 of the 1st August. 1941, will the Hoii’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Sclt-(ioveniim*nt Department he pleased to 
state — 

it) the exact date when nieiiihurs to the Chittag(mg District Board are 
likely to 1 h‘ ajipointed ; and 

(?/) the »aifse of delay in gazetting the names of the newly elected and 
appointed ineinhers of the sai<l Di.^trii’t Boards 

(/>) is the Hon’hh* Minister aware that all the candidates (iKith successful 
^and un&mcessful I who stood tor electi<»n to the said Board have not yet got 
back their deposit money 

(c) If so, \ull the lloii’ble Minister he pleased to state the amount of 
such d«‘posit money , 

The Hon’Itfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: to) (o The notification 
appointinjpsneTnhers ot the District Board was issued on the 24th Manli, 
1942. 

(n) The delay, so far as 1 am concerned, is due to the fact that, since 
taking over charge ot the Department, I have had to j'onsider the recon- 
stitution of a large number ot local IwKlies. 

(h) The candidates caiiiioi obtain ndund ot deposit money in view of 
rule 8(^3) of the Rules for Direct Election to District Boards (Ihirt II — 
Conduct of Elections j, 

(c) R8.7,100. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN GHAKRABARTY : 

fif — a Of Gazetteoi 

tpm ^ii\ =Tff^ appoint ^ 

tfttf cm fir r 

Tha HorPMe Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BABU: That is too general a 
question, and I hope my honourable friend will not insist upon an answer. 

5 
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Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: The notification appointing members 
was issued on the 24th March, 1942. The names have not yet been gazetted. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why steps have not been taken 
to proceed against the officers for whose gross neglect of duty the names 
have not yet been gazetted? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; N ames have been gazetted 
long, long ago. This is ancient history — this question and this answer. 

8iipply of fruits and mutton in Calcutta Medical College. 

•15. Mauivi MD. ABUL FAZL: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and l^ociil Self-(TOvt*rniuent Department be 
pleased to state wliether the jircHcnt contractor for 8U]>ply ot fruits and mutton 
in the Medical Odlege Hospitals, (’alcutta, has recently been fined? 

(/>) If HO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

{(') Is it a fact that he is still supplying the fruits and mutton? 

(d) If HO, will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to stat(‘ tli^ reason there- 
for? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ( /) and (h) Yes, the 
present contractoi>^ lor fruits ami mutton (Messrs, (languly lianerjee and 
Company) were fined Hs.;') in duly, liHl. for siii)plying mangoes of an 
inferior quality. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) The contract was not cancelled as it was considered by the Hospital 
authorities that a simple fine would be a sufficient penalty. ' 

Grant to Mankundu Mental Hospital. 

•18. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERtlEA: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and IakuI Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(t) that there fs a Mental Hospital at Man'kuiulu in the district of 
Hcmghly ; 

(i() that its branch for female patients is located at 78, Ijower Circular 
Hoad, Caleutta; 

{iit) that this is the only institution of its kind in this Province; and 

(iv) that a large number of patients, both male and female, are treated 
there ? 

\b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w'hen this institution 
was last inspected by the Surgeon-General ti> the Government of Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making a 
grant to this instit'titiou ? 
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TIm Htti'Me Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BAIU: (a) (t) Yes, oripnally the 

hospital was at Manicktola. 

(u) The printed answer must be corrected, because I myself visited the 
hospital. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(tv) Yes (the figures for 19‘i9-40 are 379 indoor and 3,427 outdoor), 

(6) On the 29th April, 1940. 

(c) Two inoposals have l)ecn lately received for — 

(/) the grant of a licence to the Mental Hospital at Mankundu under 
the Indian Lunacy A<‘t ; and 
in) a cajutal grant of Ks.lfi.tXlO. 

(L)vernmcnt have decided that a licence may 1 h> granted provided certain 
conditions are fultilled. lVoi>osal iii) is under the consideration of 
Government. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is it a tact that there being no 
sufficient aecconinodaf i( 0 > in llengal, mental cases are sent outside the 
1 Province ‘f 

* The Hen’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, that is true to a 

certain extent. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Does tlie ITon’hle Minister consider 
it necessaiy ^lat ac<*oniniodation for m<*ntal cuse.s should be iiuTeased in 
this Pro\iiiaceP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Most certainly. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: When does he propose to take up 
the matter seriously? 

The Hon*bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, my honourable 
friend is aware that there is considerable handicap so far as these nation* 
building projects are concerned, owing to war. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (h), namely, 
that the Surgeon-General visited this institution last on 29th April, 1940, 
is it not proper that Government should think that the Surgeon-General 
should visit this institution at least more than once in two years? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a ((uestion. 
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Hilaria Engiiiier. 

M7. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and lx)cal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether a notice was published in the Calcutta Gazette^ dated the 
Slst July, 1941, inviting applications from male Muslim candi- 
dates to fill a permanent {)ost of Malaria hmgineer in the Dejwirt- 
ment under the name, Public Service Commission, Bengal; and 

in) whether the same notice has l)eeii published again inviting applica- 
tions from the general public during the current month of March, 
1942? 

(h) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons theieof? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reserving the same 
post for the Muslim community only? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: {a) Ves. 

(h) The Public, Servic(‘ (\>mmivSsion was requested to select a Muslim 
candidate for the isKst which was advertised twice. But us no suitable 
Muslim candidate was available to fill the jK)st, it has subsequently been 
decided to throw it o|K*n to all communities. 

(c) No. It a suitable candidate is a\ailabb‘ from among th(‘ Muslims 
he is eligible tor reci uitment , when it is not reserved for any ixuticular 
community. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there were any a])f»lications received from Muslim candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Well, after the first 
advertisement as many us a dozen Mu.slim candidates apjilied for the post. 

MauIvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: \\ ill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any interview was given by the Public Service 
(^>mmission to these ( andidutes to judge whether there were any suitable 
candidates amongst them? 

Tim Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not quite sure what 
procedure the Public Service Commission adopted, nor am I in a position to 
sit on judgment on them. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. What were the qualihcatioiiB prescribed 
for this post? 
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The Hon'Me Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U! I am afraid, 1 am not in 

a position to enlighten the honourable inemW on this point from ray file. 


Mf* TAMIZUDDIN KHANs ill the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state whether any of the Muslim eandidates had the requisite qualifications P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* Yes, so far as that is 
concerned, J am in a position to say that Muslim randidatcs did possess the 
requisite (lualifications. 


Mfa ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI* Will tlo* Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state wiiat an* tlie duties of the Malaria KngiueerP 

Th© Hoti’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us llis duties are t«» devise 
means for the j)urpose of eonibatiiig malaria Iroiu the engineering ])oint of 
view. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. having been the (’hairmaii of 
the Mai aria ( 'oniiuit tee, 1 hapj>eii to Know something of tht'se things. The 
Engine<‘r generally build> oi pbnis. I flo not thendbre undfostand whether 
the Engineer here will liaM* to build houses lor mostjuitoes. I want to 
kn(»\v what art' the specific duties that a Malaria Engineer has to [lerforin. 
• 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Sid.li.ii. it would be better to put another 
definite qut'stion on this point. 

MflUivi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Will the Ilon’ble Minister 1 h‘ jileased 

to state why, lien the nspiisite qualifications were po.ssessed by tin* Muslim 
euiididatqili^ no iiiteiview was grante<l ami why was it aflvertised for the 
third time when tjualified Muslims were available? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister had already said that 
it was on the dt'cisioii of the Euhlie Service (\miiiiission. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I want to know, who deeidin] that 
the candidates were not qualified— the Ifengal (iovernment or the Eublic 
Service Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Public Service 
Commission. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, in answer ih) the llon’ble 
Minister has said : “The Publif' Service Commission w'as re<|uested to select 
a Muslim candidate for the post whifb was advertised twice. Hut a# no 

suitable Muslim candidate was available ” Hut just now the Hon*ble 

Minister has said that he is not definite whether the F’ublie Service Commis- 
sion interviewed the candidates. We think that at least two or three of the 
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Muslim candidates had the requisite qualifications. May we know, Sir, 
why the Public Service Commission did not send any name on the ground 
that there were no suitable Muslim candidates P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I go further. Not only 
two or three had the requisite qualifications, but all the twelve had. In spite 
of that, the Public Service Commission came to the conclusion that there 
were no suitable Muslim candidates available, and the Government was bound 
by that decision. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: When such was the decision of the 
Public Service Commission by which the interests of the Muslims were 
jeojjardised, does not tlic Ifon’blc Minister consider it fit and proper to 
move even His Excellency the Governor, if necessary, in the matter so that 
justice may he done to the Muslim candidates? 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs I do not tliink what the 
honourable member has assumed in his (piestion is right. When the Public 
Service Commission found that none of the candidates came uj) to the 
required standard, the post was advertised om'c again for finding out a 
suitable Muslim candidate according to the standard laid down by the 
Public Service Commission. When that also failed and the work could not 
wait, another candidale was sought to he a])pointed from amongst all 
communities. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon hle Minister be pleased to 
state w'hether the decisions of the Ihiblic Service Commission are in the 
nature of a recommendation or in the nature of a final decision? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Th.y are in the nature of 
recommendation, but the convention is. at any rate, that it should be 
accepted if it is repeated in the way in which it was done in this case. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Since when has this convention been 
created ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This convention has 
always been there. Probably it is more honoured now than it was under 
the previous Government. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: How man> names of Muslim eandidates were 
WM'ommended by the Public Service Comiuission for this post? 


Ttm Hon'bla MK 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Not one. 



QUlfiSTIUWIS. 


Sharistaiiin and Naiin ol Distrid Jiadget in iingd. 

MS. Miuivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

{i) the present numl>er of District tludges’ Sheristadars and Najsirs in 
Bengal ; 

{ii} the number of them that are Muslims; 

(iii) the numl)er of them that are enjoying extension of services; and 
(ir) the special reasons for these extensions? 

[h) Is th(' Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of filling up the 
Intiiie vacancies of tliese posts hy deservinjj Muslims? 

(r) Will the H()n’l»le Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) how many extensions of service hav<‘ up till now been granted to the 
district Na/.iis oi Tip|H‘!a ami Howrah; and 
(«) the numlKM- of Muslim graduates “serving in tliese two districts 
as lower grade clerks” for more than 15 years? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (//) (/) 44. 
m) 9 . 

• (in) (>. 

(tr) In the intereet of efficiency in office administration. 

(b) As such va<;an( ies are generally filled uji by promotion it i« not 
practicable to reserve these for members of any |iarticular community. 

(r) (0 Ofle extension each to the Nazirs of Howrah and Tipi>eni. 

(n) Two. In Tippera. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Will the llorrblc Minister he pleased to 
state w'ith reference to (luestion {a)(in) as to w'hen the hist extension was 
granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not in a 

position to make a statement now-. If my honourahle friend reipiires 
information, the information will be made available to him. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon ’ble and liearned 
Minister be pleased to state whetfier he and his colleagues have finally 
decided to give the go-bye to the red l>ook recommendations published under 
the authority of the Chief Minister? 

The Hon’llii Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That question 
does not arise out of the answers given to question No. 18. 
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Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, the question arises in this way, 
that the Government of Bengal had decided upon a certain ratio 

Mf* DEPUTY SPEAKER” Put the question straight as to whether 
Government is sticking to the Communal Katio Rules. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI* All right, I put it in that way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as the 

Ministry is concerned, it stands hy the Communal Ratio Rules, and so far as 
the question prefaced hy a speech of my honourable friend is concerned, 
the matter is governed by the Bengal Serviie Recruitment (Communal Ratio) 
Rules, 1940, which came into ojieration after the 17th March, lO^tO. (lause 
13 of the ruh‘H is to the fidlowing effect— 

•1(1). I liest* rules do iKtl exljuid to p^onlotion^ in the making of which 
the frorisiderat ions would continue to lie (Ui meiits with due r(*gard to the 
seniority of siuvice.” 

KKan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the H.mide Ministci he ])lea>ed 

to state if the present Government is maintaining the decision of the past 
(lovernment to the effect that no extension will be granted to (iovernment 
officials F 

The Hon'ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The (|uestion is 
too broad and my answer will be “our> is a freedom which slowly broadens 
down from precedent to [irecedent.” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With refereme to answer (u)(/n, will 
the Hon’bh* Minister ht‘ pleased to state wludher if tlie^e officers were not 
allowed extension, tht* administiation would iia\e Miftenul by tluwippoint- 
luent of new and qualifii'd young persons in these ]mstsF 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The answer of the 
district officials is in the affirmative. 


Establishment of petice outpost in certain unions in Tippera. 

M9. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge ot the Home Department Im' pleased to state the number 
of crimes committed in the Cniiuis Alkara, Gunaliati and Jagannath Dighi, 
police-station Chauddagram, district Tipinua, during the last two years? 

(h) Will the Hon Tile Minister Ih> pleased to state the distance of the 
neighbouring iKdice-station from each of these Unions? 

(c) Is it a faet that the jw'ople of the said Unions have submitted a 
petition to Government for the establishment of a police outjyost in each of 
the Unions? 

(d) If so, what action, if any, has been taken in the matter? 



QUESTIONS. 


61 


V* ] ' 

MINItTER in chargt of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hen’Me 

Mfe Ae Kn Faziul Hliq): (a) and (h) A statement is laid on the Table, 

(c) No such jietition has been received by Government. 

(ri) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clntu^rs (a) and (b) of starred question No. 19, of 
crimes committed in Union Boards Alhara, (runabati anil J ayannaih 
Diyhi, poj{ri'-.\'tatio]i Chauddayrinn . 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Iloirbie Miiiisti*r 1 h‘ ph'iirtcd ti) state if 
in view of the erinies coinmitted in those union*^ (iovenuiient think it desir- 
able to establish ptdiee oiitfiosts irrespeetive ot whether any ajiplieation has 
been made or not by those unions K 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am tml prefian'd to ^'■ive any 

direct answer to this (juestitm. but if the hommrable mem!>er thinks that 
action should be taken, he cun appmai h Go\eininenf and tin* matter will 
be considered. 


Maintenance allowance of the security prisoner 8]. Birendra Kumar 
Bhattaoharlee. 

•20. Mr. miRENDRA MATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department lie jdeuHed to state whether it 
i» a fact that 8j. Birendra Kumar Bhattacharjee, a J4ecuiity prisoner now 
detained in Hijli Special Jail, has applied for an allowance to his family? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the allowance applied for has been granted? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any enquiry was made as to the condition of his 
family ? 

id) If SO, with what result? 

{e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was his income 
per mensem l>efore his arrest? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) and {d) Do not arise. 

(e) My information is that he had no fixed income jjer mensem before 
his arrest. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’l.le Minister be pleased 
to tell the lfonN(‘ how much has been granted as allowance? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: An allowance of Ks 10 per 

month has been sanctioned to the nndher (d' the ])riKoner with effect from 
the 1st .January, 104li. A petition has been reeei\ed for the revision of the 
sum and that matter is being considered. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which were laid on the table) 

I 

Special Debt Settlement Boards in Dacca. 


7. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge of 
the (/O-operativf (^redit and Ttural Indebtedness Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the miml)ei’ of Sptnial Debt Settlement Boards in the district of 
Dacca ; 

(h) the number of them that are represented by Scheduled Castes; and 

(c) what steps the (lovernment contemplate to tahe for increasing the 
number of the Sc heduled Castes in those Boards? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Htn’Me Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Naahem All Khan): {a) 24. 

ih) 2. 

(c) Whenever vacancy occurs due consideration is given for increasing 
the number of Scheduled Caste members. 
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Amowit sanetioiMd diwision by divisioii from SeMuled Cmtm Edimtioii 
Fund sinoe 1938. 

8. Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing, division by division and year by year from 1939 to 1941, the 
amount sanctioned for the boy and girl students of the Scheduled Castes of 
the top four classes as recommended by the Sclieduled (’uste Education 
Committee from the Scheduled Castes Education Fund? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in repi\f to uvMtarral qucaiion Xo. (V, nhowitig the amount 
sanctioned for Scheduhd t’a^te boya and <jirh of the top four ctassc^^ of High 
Schools out of the Scheduled ('astcs Education Fund on th* re.com mcndtHi on of 
the Scheduled ('aste Education ('ommilttc. 
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72,000 


Gemmunal ratio of staff under the Education Department in Chittagong 

Diviaion. 

S. Mr. ilAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Dejjartment be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(f) the present number of officers, grade by grade, namely, — 

(1) the District Inspectors of Schools, 

(2) Subdivisional Inspectors, 
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(3) Sub-Inspectors, 

(4) Teachers, and 

(5) clerks under the Education Department in the Chittagong 
Division; and 

(?/) ihe number of them that are from — 

(1) Muslims, 

(‘^) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Seluululed ('antes, and 

(4) the Tiames^ of the S<*heduled Caste officers:' 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the question 
of eoinniunal ratio was obscuwed in lespect of such a]>pointment8 ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (n) A statement 
furnishing the information is laid on the Table. 

(If) 4 h(‘ (’onimunal Itatio Rules W(*re iollowed in case of direct appoint- 
ments made on ]»rovineia] basis in different grades. 



8kxUmetU referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question Xo. 9, shotting the present number of officers in pemu 
the Chittagong Division {excluding Chittagong Hill Tracts, tchere the Communal Ratio Rules do not apply). 
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Pay of Fazil paasad and Matric p aw ad taaohars. 

Idt Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will tlie Hon^ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Fazil passed Maulvi and Matric passed teachers of the free primary schooU 
are not given the same pay and grade? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving same pay and grade to both trained and 
untrained Fazil passed and Matric passed teachers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) No. The Final 

Madrasah (Fazil) Examination is regarded as equivalent to Matriculation 
for the purpose of recruitment of primary school teachers. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the lion ble Minister state the 
reason why the Fazil-passed teachers will not be given e(|uivalent pay to 
the Matriculation-passed teachers in ])rimary schools? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is the same. The 
Final Madrassah (Fazil) Kxaminatimi is regarded as e(|uivalent to Malri- 
filiation for the jmrpose of recruitment of primary schoid teachers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN • AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is meant by a Fazil-passed Maulvi? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is a superior 
degree of Madrassah Examination. 


Damage due to cyclone to secondary schools and madrasahs at Jl^karganJ. 

11. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: u.) Will the Hon’ble Higtster in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the numln'r of secondary sebotd u?h 1 madrasali buildings that have 

been deimdisbed or severely damaged at llbola and other places in 
the district of llakarganj by the cyclone and flood in May, 1941; 

(ii) the numlH^r of the primary schoid buildings under the District School 

Hoard that have been damaged by the cyclone ; and 
(ill) the amount of money estimated for reconstruction or repair of such 
.secondary school and madrasah and the ]>rimary school buildings? 

{h) Have the (io> eminent advanced or contributed any money for the 
construction of such school and madrasah buildings? 
tc) If so, how much and when ? 

{d) If no money has been contributed, will the lloii’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount which he proposes to give for the reconstruction 
of the said buildings? 
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Ttio HlNfMa KhMi BldUMliir M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) L statement 

furnishing the information is laid on the Table. 

(b) Tea. Rs. 1,25, 000 has been sanctioned for institutions other than 
primary schools. The District School Boards have been permitted to utilise 
5 per cent, of their budgeted expenditure towards reconstruction of primary 
schools. 

(c) In the form of a capital grant during the last financial year R8.30,OOS 
has already been paid to the institutions concerned. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unntarred question No. 11 — number 
of damaged or demolished buildings. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the lloirhle Minister he pleased to 
state how much money wa.s paid as contrihution hv (fovernment lor the 
reconstruction or repair (d scliool and madruKsah buildings in (listricts otlier 
than BakargAj? 

TheMon’ble Khin Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 


Unstarred question No. 12. 

The Honl»le Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 should like 
this question to stand over, because on an examination ol the record I find 
that the figures are not accurate and exactly correct. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. All right. Unstarred ([uestion No. 12 is 
held over. 

Mr. H. 8: 8UHRAWARDY: Does the lion’hle Minister guarantee that 
he will answer this question this Session and that it will not stand over till 
the next Session? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question may come up tomorrow in 
this Session. 
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Hft ABOJMLLA-AL MAHMOODs May we kaow how many questions 
have been held over from the last SessiJfcf 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Possibly 135. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we just hear from the Hon’ble 
Minister that the information supplied for which he is responsible is 
wronjf. We want protection that such wrong information should not be 
sujiplied to us. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister says that the 
inforiiiution will be corrected. Correct figures will be HU]>plied on Monday 
next. 


Short-notice question. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: May I know, Sir, what has happened 
to a quest i(m for which I gave short notice, in respect ot a very important 
matter, especially concerning two honouiable members et this House? Is 
(Government going to give an answer to that (piestion? The (piestion was 
in respect of the recent arrest of the ('hiei Wbi]) and (ieneral Se(*retary of 
the party led by Mr. Sarat (>handra Hom*. which is now supporting the 
<iovernment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is being examined by the Minister 
concerned. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we gi\e notices«iior several 
questions. We w-ant to recpiest you to see that dovernment igre made to 
answ’er those (jiiestions during the ])resent Session, because if they adopt the 
policy of delaying, the impoitaiue of these (juestions will g(». If these 
questions are left over, there is no chame <d the qut‘stions being answered, 
because we shall ba\e iu> winter Session and we know that dovernment are 
very afraid of calling another Session. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already requested Government to 
give answers as quickly as possible. This much I can do. I cannot -force 
the Government to send their replies according to the wishes of this House, 
but I will request them to send an.sw’ers as quickly as jmssible. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: How many questions out of 135 have 
been answered this time? # 


*Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. We shall now take up the 
Bengal (Rural) Prhiiary Education (Amendment) Bill. 
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COVE|NMENT BILL. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1841. 

The HonTile Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I l.,>f to intro- 
duce the Benfral (Rural) Primary F.ilucation (.Vnieiidment ) Bill. 1941. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 hesr to move that 

the Beniral (Rural) Primar\ Kdmalion it) Hill. 1941 . he taken 

into consideration. 

Mfe RA8IK LAL BI8WA8S Btdtoc ilic Hill is taken intn considerution, 
I ha^(* one r(*(jU(*st to make tu (io\ t'cnimiit . Iti the Hill wlijch in ^oiii^ 
to amend the Act thert* is not .suflieient {»rt*\i.sion lor an_\ lejwesentation of 
the Selieduled Castes 

Mr* DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Onho. t>?dei That point '-an he taketi up 
wlien the time coiik's {or mux mo amojitlmetiis to ehmso. 

Mfi RASIK LAL BI8WA$! I w rit to ^t*ini(**.| tin- ( io\ lO nm(*nt to 
withdraw this Hill. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order 

Mr. 8HAHABUDDINS Sir. ] hey to move h\ way ol ainendinent 
tliat the Hill he circulated tor the put pose of elieitinj^ opinion thereoa hy 
tin* dlst October, 1941 ^. 

« 

Sir, in support of this motion — I do not want to take up much of the 
time of the Tfousi* I would like to submit that this Hill was published in 
the Gazette in August, 1941. I am sure that not many meinl)erH of the 
House liave read the Hill; nor do they know anything about its provisions. 
The members were supplied with copies of the Hill in August, 1941. Sine# 
tli^n we have had no occasion to .scrutinise this Hill. We find all on a 
sudden this Bill is included in the agenila for this Session and at sui'h short 
notice it is not jiossihle for meinhers (o .neiid in profier annuidments. Besides 
that, the Rill intends to make very important changes affecting the principle 
of the whole Act. It was a pet measure of the ITon’hle Mr. Faziul Hmi in 
order to have more power in hi.s own hand. This Hill was drafted and 
published at his own dictation, but it was never considered at any time at 
least when I* belonged to the party of w'hich the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Hu(| 
w’as then the leader. It might be said at that time the party supporting 
Mr. Faklul Hiui was responsible for the Bill, but I would like to infonn 
the House that the practice in those days was that Government sometimes 
used to bring up Bills without the consultation of the i>arty, but l>efore it 
was taken up in the House the party used to consider and theti decide 
6 
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whether the Bill should be proceeded with or any amendments which might 
be considered necessary should be introduced. Thus it would be seen that 
the party then supporting the Government had had no opportunity of 
considering the Bill. Therefore no responsibility for the Bill is attached 
to the i)arty then supporting Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Now, Sir, as I have said this Bill is very important and intends to make 
very far reaching changes. If the House would refer to the original Act, 
clause 4, where the constitution of the Central Committee has been laid 
down, it would be seen that it provides for a board consisting of the 
following members: — 

(a) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, e^-oficio. 

(b) Ten members of whom two shall be elected in the prescribed manner 

from each of the five divisions of the Proviru-e by the members 
of the district school boards of each division, one to be a 
Muhammadan and the other a Hindu. 

(r) Fivt‘ members should be appointed by the Provincial (Tovernment (»f 
whom two shall be the re))resentatives of ihe Depressed Classes. 

Sir, this Bill purports to add two members to the Central Committee in 
clause (h) to be appointed by the Government. This is definitely affecting 
the ratio of nomination. I think it is a question ^\hich is very important 
in principle. Secondly, there is no provision in the Bill to show how the 
Chairman and the Secretary of this Committee would be ap]>ointed. 
Naturally where there was n<» provision the inherent right of this Board 
or this Committee was t(» elect u Chairman and the Secretary, but this 
nuw amending Bill provides that the Director ot Public Instruction will 
be the e,r-officio Chairman of this Committee and Government will from 
among the members of the Committee appoint a Secretary. IVactically the 
Central (Vimmittee is going to be officialised. Gf course, tlq^^>arty now 
supporting the Government calls itself the Progressive (’oalition Party, and 
I am certain that the principle they are now enum iating is in support of 
the title that they are very, very progressive — trying to take more power 
and officialising more and more the (Vntrul Committee. 

As far as the constitution of the district school board is ('oncerned they 
are going to introduce more drastic and more reactionary ])rinciples. 
According to the original Act — ~ 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. WiJl the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister do his lobbying outside this House instead,, of in the 
House ? 

The HonHile Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: He is not lobbying. 

Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: Will you be pleased. Sir, to switch off 
his microphone IxH’ause what he is saying reverl>erates throughout the 
House. You may see that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is still continuing 
his lobbing. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | do not know what they are talking. They 
may be discussing the Bill. I cannot stop that. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: While tlie Bill is under discussion the' 
Hon’ble Leader of the House ought to show courtesy to the House and to the 
member speaking and ought not to indulge in private conversation. 
Although you cannot stop the Hon’ble f’hief Minister from canvassing on 
the floor of the House, you may be good enough to switidi ofl’ his inicrojihone 
because whatever he says is heard all over the House. We cannot go on 
making sjieeches when there is such an interruption. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My business here is to jireserve order. It 
is not my husiness to see whether any Minister or- a ineinher is talking in 
his place or not. That is not my business. 1 jnvsume that he is listening 
to the sj>eei‘h of Mr. Shahuhiiddin. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. Firstly, the 
Hon’ble ('hief Minister wu.*' not talking to his collca^U(‘s, but was canvassing 
another member. Se<'ondl,\ , I most respectfully submit that you are requir- 
ed to maintain order and see that honourable members d(» not on the 
floor of the House talk in a loml manner and disturb the pro<*(‘edings. 

* Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I will see. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: For tlie last four and a half 

years (Tremendous noise from the Opjiosition benches in which the voice 

of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was drouned.i 

« 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. While the licader of the 
House is making an observation. I hope you will kindly give him a patient 
hearing. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But the I.eader of the Hiiuse has not had 
the (‘ourtesy to listen to what has been going on in tlie House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Ctrder, order, please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ’Tcw 

*5^ ^ c^trsi ^ r 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a inunt of order. Sir Is the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister justified in saying this across the floor of the 
House in .spite of your remarks? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; That is no point of order. 
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Mr. fC. BHAHABUDDIM: Sir, I wa$ dealing with clause 6 of the 
original Act which deals with the constitution of the district school board. 
Section 6 says : When this section comes into force in any district, the 
Provincial Government shall estahlish for such district a district school 
board consistin^^ of the following- mem])ers, namely : - 

(//) th<* District Magistrate, c.r~offirio : 

Provided that, on tlie expiration of two ternis of four years mentioned 
in sub-section {2) of Miction 10 after tlie first ej^tablisliinent of the 
board, the Distri<'t Magistrate shall cease to be an e.r-officio 
member of the board ; 

(b) tlie Subdivisioual Magistrate, v.v-offivu, • 

(c) the District Inspector of Scho(ds, e.r- ojfirio. 

(ci) the (Oiairman ot the Local Boards, c,r officio, 

(c) tlie (Oiuinnan and the Vice-Chairman ot the District Board, 

ex-officio; 

(/) as many members as there are subdivisions in the district to be 
tdecled in the prescribed manner by the members ot the district 
board : 

Provided that the numlier shall in no ca>e bt‘ le^s than tuo; 

{y) one member tor caidi sulHlivisioii to be tdected in tiie ])rescribe(l 
manner l>y the members ot the union boards, union committees 
and panchayats within the subdivision : 

Provided that the number shall in no case be less than two; 

(h) as many members as there are subdivisions in the district to be 
app<»inled by tlu‘ Provincial Government : • 

• «: 

Provided that the number shall in no case be less than two; and 

^i) one teacher of a primary sidmol to be ajipointed by the Provincial 
Government for the first term ot four years referred to in sub- 
secti(»n (,1^) of seedion 10 and thereattei to be elected in the 
])res(Tibed manner by the teaidiers of primary schools. 

The Bill now before the House amends this clause the effect of which in 
the ease of a district with two subdivi.sions will be as follows: — 

(n) the District Magistrate; 

(6) the District Inspector of Schools; 

(The above two are ex-officio members.) 

(r) two subdivisioual officers, ex-officio; and 

(d) two nominated members and nine elected representatives including 
^ the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the District Board who 
^ will be ex-officio members of the l)oard. 
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The above jrives ui a board of 15 members. But according to the 
proposed amendment a district having two subdivisions will have a board 
consisting of the following members, namely; — 

(a) the District Magistrate, €,r-oJ^cio; 

(h) the District Inspector of Schools, c,r-officio\ 

Ic^ three subdi visional officers, c.r-offintt, although in the case of a 
district with two subdivisions (inl\ two «ul)divisioiial officers were 
to he selected lu'coiding t(» the provisions in the original A(’i; 

{(1) eight nominated members, although in the original Act there is a 
provision for only two; 

(c) nine eleeted members. 


It will thus he seen that t>ut of a total number of 1*1 will be officials 
f.rHtfficu), or aj)pointe»l members, unci only nine will be eleeted represen- 
tatives of the district, whereas aeccerding to the original Act on a hoard of 
15, six w(Hil(] have* bc>en offic ials or nominatcMl meunhers and nine 

elected re]jrc‘sentatives. And I ma\ in this c'onncMtion remind the House 
that the* (uigina) Act was passed long hetore the (iovernment of India Act 
of lfid5 came into force*. Thoc* wc*n* the* da\s of d\an*h> wlien the 
Ministers were not iesp(in''ihle tet tlu* Legi^latuie to that extent as they are 
now. It i^ rc'ally stiaiige tliat in these* da\ s oi Pn)\ineial Autonomy wlien 
a Piogic'ssivc (\»alition Paii\ is supporting the* (lovernment, (lovernment 
liave come up \sitli a jiroposal for ccuistituting a district school laiard of 
whicli out of a total of mcmf»er*^ I f aic* officials and nominated 

members and only nine* an* c*lec*ted representatixes of the* pc‘ople. In tfiis 
connection I would make a spe-cial referenc*o to the paitx uhicfi is known as 
the Krishak-Proja I’arty and to its Icuider, the Hon'hb* Mr. Shamsuddiu 
Ahmed who. if T rememlier ariglit, made* it one ot the chief iKsues for his 
resigniiyj Jrom a pievious ('aldiiet, l»c*euuse a«*c*ording to him tfie tlicn 
reactionary (’afiinet did not agree to aladish the* system of nomination. 
{Mr. (iiAsri)inN Aiimkd : We still adhere to tfiat principle*.) I am very 
glad to have this assurance from tfie Assistant Whip of the Krishak-Vroja 
Party, Mr. (xiasuddin Ahme*d, that his party still adheres to that principle, 
and I heipe that th(\v will st‘e to it that the* principle e»f nomination is not 
being given effect to in this Bill. I hope with your j>«*rmission , Sir, we 
will have an op|Mirtunity of moving an amendment to delete or ahedish the 
system of nomination when Mr. (iiasuddin Ahmed and his party will give 
us their wholehearted supfiort. I de» not think my friend Mr. (iiasuddin 
Ahmed can ese*ape the respeuisifiility by saving that this Bill was drafted 
by the previous Government or that he and his j»arty have net resjionsihility. 
I have in my opening remarks explained that at least it should he the 
practice that the Government should not be allowed to firing up any measure 
before the House without first obtaining the e-on^ent and approval of the 
parties sup]>orting the Government, and I am “ure that whetc'ver might have 
been the author of this Bill, before the present Governme*nt have brought 
fllis Bill or before the Hon'ble Minister in eharge e»f the Bill hud <K'casion 
to introduce this Bill in this House, he had obtained the sanction and 
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approval of the party supporting him. If he had not, then I am sure — 
of course it is not my business — the party ought not to support a measure 
if they find that the measure is going against their established principles 
and they must either ask the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw the Bill or 
oppose it. 

Sir, I am sorry I wandered away from my point which I was making. 
Now, »Sir, this Bill, although it has been published in the Calcutta 
Gazette, has not lieen circulated or sent to any important authority for 
eliciting public opinion. My motion is not an obstructive motion. I want 
only one month’s time — Hist October. It is September and I want only 
one and a half months’ time for circulating the Bill for the definite purpose 
of eliciting public opinion, and 1 am sure I will get the support of my 
friend Mr. Oiasuddin Ahmed and his party. (Mr. (Iusitdiun Ahmed: 
We do not HU])port circulation.) Sir, my point is, let us find out whether 
today in the country there is not a volume of opinion against this increase 
of nominations and thereby officialising these local bodies. It is a very 
important educational problem and it is our intention now that more 
control and more power should be transferred to the people. But by this 
amendment Government is taking away the rights and privileges and powers 
that were given, not to a very great extent, by the original Bill. My pro- 
position is to circulate it and find out the opinion in tlie country whether it 
supports these principles which have been enunciated b\ the tioveriiment 
in this measure. With these remarks I commend my motion. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, today 
this House is confronted with a j)iece of legislation of progressive nature of 
the highest order. On the floor of this House we have heard the thunderous 
voice of tlie Hon’lde Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjee protesting against the 
ofHcialisation of secondary education. In this House we have, heard the 
emphatic protest of the Krishak-Proja Party against the introKurtion of 
nomination. We Imv*- heard times without number that the Krishak- 
Proja Part\ could not join the then (Nuilition (invemment be<'ause the 
Coalition Government were supporting munination — that was said to be one 
of the main reasons. I a,sk my friends sitting over there, what will be their 
position today? 

Sir, we know this Government have shown the example of making pro- 
gress in various ways. We have seen that in the matter of the Bogra 
District Board. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of lA)cal Self-Government 
did not allow the Chairman who sent the letter of resignation to withdraw 
that letter but made appointment of the Chairman of that district board 
in a person belonging b) hi.s party. We know, Sir, he gave nomination to 
that gentleman though he was not even a voter of that constituency. He 
gave nomination to a member thereby increasing the full strength of the 
board 

Mft DEPUTY 8PEAKERS How do you connect that with this motionP 
I hope you will be j;elevant. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order. Sir. What has 
the Bogra District Board got to do with this Education Bill? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That 1 have already said. That is no point 
of order. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: These are points which are very 
unpalatable to my friend Charu Bahu. One day we had a talk with him 
regaidinf? the introduction of the Village Self-(ioveriiinent Act. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir. 1 rise nn a ].oint of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: AVhat is >oiir point!" 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My point is this. My friend 
Mr. Biswas has, in the course of hi^ «li>ciis>iun, draif^OMl tlie name of Churu 
Balm with whom he had a ptUMinal discusNioii in stone ])aiticnhir place in 
connection witli tlii** Bill. Ms point td onlcr is that such ju‘rsonal discufl- 
sion cannot ht* reteired to in a speecli. Such diseiissious are not allosved 
to he referred to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: I did not mention the name of 
rhr.ru Bahu on the gmuml that 1 had some talk with him on some juirticulur 
points somewhere outside the House. 1 had a talk witli him reganling an 
anundment of the Village Self-Government Act. My friend was kind 
enough tt» introduce on the floor of thi.s Hou.se a new* Bill hy which he tried 
to do away with nomination. 

Sir, friends of the Krishak-Proja Party and the Congress 

Party with what face they dare to hring forward a legislation whicli is 
going to officialise primary education in this country. I do not like to take 
mu<h time of the House, hut I only ask them whether it is the policy of 
the Progressive Coalition Party to do away with the principle of democracy 
for which they are crying hoarse. I ask them whether the Hon’hle Chief 
Minister, who i.s under the complete influence of lii.s big colleague, cannot 
wait for a month and give op]»ortunity to the public to express their views 
on the Bill. It is a very important piece of legislation which is going to 
do away with the principle of deimxTBcy, which is going do away with 
the right of (he public to elect their representatives on the hoard wdiicdi will 
guide the destiny of primary education in Bengal. In this matter I appeal 
to the Hon’hle Chief Minister to give at least one month’s time to the 
public to give expression as to the way in which the Bill is to h<* amended. 
May I ask him, Sir, why is he in such a hurrv? I.s it liecause the Hon’hle 
Chief Minister finds it very' difficult to have his nominees in the executives 
of district school boards throughout the province?* Is it because the Hon ble 
Chief Minister thinks that his unpopularity is driving his party away from 
every school board and that is why he is trj'ing to pass this unpleasant piece 
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of legislation doing away with the principle of democracy? I ask him to 
wait; I ask him to have the verdict of the country. It is not a long time 
for which we are asking him to wait. After a month or so, the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister may call this Legislature and in view of the public opinion 
expressed by the country, he may have his Bill passed. It is only a very 
short time. I ask him to wait and give consideration to public opinion. If 
after waiting for five months Bengal was not drowned and if waiting for 
five or six months after the last Session Bengal could be saved and primary 
education was not drowned, I think one month will not matter much. If 
the Hon ble Chief Minister has got any consideration whatsoever for public 
opinion, he should wait. I know. Sir, that when the country and the 
Muslim community in particular was demanding amendment of the Bengal 
Secondary Kducation Bill, the (*hief Minister in order to show’ some con- 
cession to his big colleague all on a sudden agreed to circulate it. May 
we expect that the Chief Minister will go forw’ard to show that sort of 
consideration to jjublic opinion at large. It is not a (luestioii of Muslim 
opinion; it is not a question of Hindu opinion; it is not a question of 
Christian opinon, but it is a (|uestion of the public opinion of Bengal. If 
the Hon ble (’hiet Minister claims to represent public opinion on the floor 
ot this liOgislat ui'e, if the Ibui'ble ('lii«'t Ministci sa\'> that l»e is rejiresent- 
ing public (q)inion, he should go loiwaid and act uj> to tlie tunes of public 
ojdnion. I appeal to him to come forward with a declaration that he will 
give at least one month’s time. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my lumourablc 
friend. 


MTi ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Sir. ma\ T just draw* your attention 
to the Bengal As.sembly Procedure Rules 


Mtt DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order order. Mr. Shahabuddiu:’^ motion 
reed imt be discussed further. I will allow only one more speaker from 
the Opposition benchc.s to speak on this particular motion, pr(»vided the 
member does not repeat the same arguments -advanced liy others. 

Point of Order. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point ol ord<T, Sir. I drav 
your attenti(»ii to the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules 
Section (JO of the rules says: “Any member who wishes to move an amend 
ment to any Bill under the consideration of the Assembly shall give notitM 
thereof except so provided in rule 77, at least ten days befoie the first dai 
on which the Bill is to be taken into consideration by the Assembly an( 
shall, together with the notice, send a copy of the amendment which h< 
desires to move.” 

Now, Sir, I refer to the notice issued by the Secretary of the Benga 
liegislative Assembly Department, dated the 8th September, wherein th^ 
agenda has been put down. The agenda runs thus : On the 15th September 
1^2, will be tak«n up the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1W2, an( 



m2,] 


OOVERNMEKT BILL. 


n 


then the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 
1941. This wat sent on the 8th or on 9th September. Now, Sir, 
we who «‘ome from the mufassal generally live in the interior of the 
villages and we received this at the earliest on the 11th. Another notw'e 
from the Legislative Assembly Department was issued and it is dated the 
9th September. Herein it has been said : “I am desired to inform you 
that in the Session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly commencing on the 
15th September, 1942, the Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 
Minister in charge of the Kducation Department, will introduce tlje Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Kducation < Amendment) Bill, 1941, copy already 
circulated, and will thereafter move that the said Bill be taken into 
consideraHion and that the Bill as settled in the Assembly be passed.’* 

Now, Sir, I })articularly bring tt» ycmr kind m»tice the agemla. I do 
not find any idause in tin* Pro<‘edure Rule> by which t‘ven (io\ernment c*an 
waive ten days’ notnc with regard to the (fovernment amendment if any 
Bill origiruites from the As*iembly. t)f course, the (iovcrnment have got 
the right and the Speaker also is (|uite at libertN to allow amendments at 
shorter notice in ('uses where the Bills originate froTii the (’ouncil and 
are sent to the As^eml)ly. In this conneetion. Sir. may 1 be jiermitted to 
refer to section 77 ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER* ttidei, order. 1 cannot allow you any 
more time. In e\e^’i^e of (he power \est(*d in me I have noted vour point 
•and my (hM i«*ion i^ thi^ : I have suspended the rule and I have allowiul this 
to be moved. (I proar.) 

Mr. ABDULLA AL MAHMOOD: May 1 refer. Sir, to section 77 

(Uproar.) 

KhwiaJa.8jr NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I respectiully submit that as far as 
my knowledge gf)es, these rub's cannot be suspended unless we go through 
the pror'edure by whi(’h tlie rules were framed. I am sjaniking subjtai to 
correction. Of course this can be verified. 1 resf>e< tf ully submit, Sir, for 
your consideration that very likely you have made a stateimuit without 
taking all the fuct.> into consideration. I ask you kindly to con.sider whether 
you have got the authority to suspend the agenda. The jM»int raised hy my 
friend over here was this, that it wa.s physirall.\ impossihle tor menjl>erM 
+0 .submit amendments to this Bill in the time that was allowcil. The 
notice was posted on tbe 9tli fiom Calcutta or pcHsibl) tin* 10th. In 
the mufassal it could not reach befoie 11th or 12tb. If they wanted to 
submit amendments it would not be po8.sib]e for the amendments to reach 
here in the time that was allowed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have considered your point. You know. 
Sir Nazimuddin, that I have got ptiwer to accept amendments at short 
notice. Up till now no member has given notice of any amendment. 
Yesterday I suggested in my chamber to 3 'our Chief Whip that 1 was. 
entitled to receive even verbal notice of an amendment under section 60. 
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Even that up till now I have not received. I would certainly have allowed 
any amendments that you might like to move as a special case, but up till 
now I have not received any notice to that effect. I am helpless in this 
matter. 

Th0 Hon'We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I intervene and make a 
suggestion? I do not wish to say anything which may be taken to be provo- 
cative, but I would a.sk my friends on the other side to remember that this 
Bill was drafted after mature consideration and we got the approval of ray 
friends on the other side. (Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition benches.) 
You can always contradict me. but let me finish. I say that vve got the 
approval of my honourable friends. (Cries of “N«). no” from the Opposition 
benches.) You deny it? (Some members from the ()pj) 08 ition benches: 
“Yes.”) All right. 1 say that we did and you say that we did not. 
The mutter rests there. As a matter of fact, this Bill came up for 
consideration in the Cabinet. It was published in the Gazette, but not one 
of the meml>er8 on the other side even told me or made any representation 
to the members of Government that it w’as a wrong Bill and ought not to 
be proceeded w'ith. 

(Vrtuin circumstances over uhi<‘h we hud no control ])revented the Bill 
from being l)r()Uglit before the House. It has ]>een l)rought, I admit, at a 
short Session (»f the Assembly and th<‘ objection that the Op]M)sition members 
have not had time to consider it and put in necessary aimmdments is a u ell- 
founded objection. 1 realise it and I suggest that this Bill be not ])roceeded, 
with today and l)e taken up on the l2drd or 24th on the last day which will 
be fixed for Government businesses. In the meantime il the members of 
the 0p})OHition will have the goodness to discuss with me their main 
objections, I shall be prepared to discuss the situation with tlnun and after 
discussion if 1 decide that Government will ])roceed with the Bill they will 
have an opportunity of putting in any amendments they like, kf 
wasting the time of the House this morning. That is the suggestion I am 
making, namely, that we stop today and take up the Bill some time later 
on, i.e., next week on the 24rd or 24th September. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is as regards the clauses of the Bill. 
But these motions must be disposed of today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I rise on a point of order, Sir. As 
regards the suggestion of the Hon’ble Minister, it will be replied to by my 
Hon’ble Leader. But, Sir, I want to dniw' your kind attention to section 74 
and want your ruling on the point. That section says that the Speaker has 
got the right to accept motion at shorter notice, but the section relates to 
the procedure regarding Bills originating in the Council and sent to the 
Assembly and that section says ”any member on behalf of the Government 
ill the case of a Government Bill or in any other case, any member after 
giving ten days* XM>tice or with the consent of the Speaker at shorter notice, 
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may more that the Bill be taken into consideration.’' So, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Speaker has got the right to wtiive the time and accept motions at a shorter 
notice provided it is a Governiuent Bill and that it has emanated from the 
Council and sent to the Asseinldy. Section 77 says “If the motion made 
under rule 74 that the Bill be taken into consideration is carried, the Bill 
shall be taken into consideration and the provisions of these rules regarding 
consideration of amendments to Bills and the subsequent procedure in 
regard to passing of Bills originating in the Assembly shall apply.” The 
provision of the rule regarding consideration of amendments to Bills says 
that the period of notice of amemlments shall be at least seven days, and 
that the subse(|uent procedure in regard to the jmssing of the Bill i)riginating 
in the Assembly shall apply. The piXMedure mentioned in section 77 is 
with regard to the Bill that has come fixiin the Tpper House to the Ix)wer 
House and that is seven <la>s. So. 1 beg to have a ruling from you with 
regard to that sec'tion wherein it is >caid that the H»)n’ble Speaker has got 
the right to waive the time with regjird to amendments even if they are 
move<l by the Opposition l*arty in a Bill <irigin4iting from the Assembly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That has nothing to do witli this Bill. The 
Hon'ble Leader ot the House has made bis suggestion as regards giving 
notiies ot amendments. Wliai your partv wanted was that tht'V should be 
allo\sed stone lime t«i send amendments to clau.ses and the Leader of the 
House suggested that the Bill be taken U]) clause by clause on the 2drd and 
that \ou uoiihl thus be given time to send amemlments to clauses either 
t(«lay or tomoirow In the meantiim*, I would finish the tuotion tor 
eoiisiderat ittn td tlit* Hill ami the ameiidnumts Xos i\) and (‘Ji ot Mr. K. 
Shaliabuddin. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 .submit so far as I understood from the 
Hon’ble (’hief ^linister that be wanted to discuss with the Opposition the 
merits of Oiejlill and therefore he wanted that the discussion should cease 
now so that we might get an opportunity of sitting with him and discussing 
(he merits nt the Bill. As a result of our discussion we may accept the 
suggestion of Ooverument or Government nmy materially alter the Bill and 
may not proceed with the Bill clause by cbiuse. I hope that the suggestion 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister may kindly be acc'epted by you and the House 
adjourned today. By so doing, you will give us an opportunity, if necea- 
sary, to continue with thi.s amendment or we may withdraw^ it after our 
liscussion with the Hon’ble Chief Minister. But if as you suggest the two 
imendments are disposed of today, then the value of discus.sion with the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister will l>e very much reduced. I therefore suggest 
that as the Government liave come forward to discuss the matter with the 
Dpposition, you will kindly agree and adjourn the House just now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Am I to understand that the Chief Minister 
vrants to postpone further discussion on this Bill today or is it his idea that 
the consideration of the Bill clause by clause may be postponed to 23rd or 
24th after disposing of the motion for circulation and the motion for referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee today ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This motion for circulation hai 
been practically discussed and the allied motion has also been discussed 
So they might be disposed of today. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: When the Hon’ble Chief Minister discussei 
with the Opposition it may be that he may be willing to arceid om 
suggestion. It may be tliat Government may not like to proceed with th< 
Bill. If the circulation motion and the other motion for referring the Bil 
to a Select Committee are disposed of today, then the Opposition will hi 
greatly handicjapped in discussing with the Government. Not only tliat; i 
will be a w'aste of time of the House, because on the circulation motion w< 
shall have to speak and as this is a very important Bill I hope you wil 
allow us more time .so that it might be discussed fully. We thought tha 
you would allow us one day to discuss the motion for circulation. Then 
are many points which we want to put forward. It would take a lot of time 
Mr. Shahabuddin has not exhausted all the arguments. I would therefon 
tippejil once again t-o the Le«ider of the House that he should stick to hi 
original suggestion that the Bill be not proceedwl with today. The word 
“proceeded with” were there and I may remind the Hon'lde Chief Ministe 
of those words. He will find if he reter.s to the official record that he fui 
used the very words “tlnit the Bill be not proceeded with." Proceeding will 
the Bill includes the consideration of the motion of Mr. Shahabuddin. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is no use interi)reting the Hon’lde Chie 
Minister’s words like that. I understand that Goveinment are not prepare 
to stop further discussion. They want to procceil with the motion fo 
circuLition of the Bill and with the other motion ior referring the Bill to ; 
Sedect Committee. With regard to the lurther .stage of the Bill Governmen 
are prej)4ired to give some time t(» the Opimsition members t/) move amend 
ments to clauses. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Ma.N I make a f er\ent appeal to Govern 
ment y A very im|>ortant question of principle has been raised in this Bill 
namely, whether an elective majority should be reduced to a minority 
There is a general feeling in the (Muintry that nominations as a whole shoul 
be abolished. By this Bill the numWr of nominations is being increased. 

I remember that in 19d0 the (\>ngress Party walked out of the Hous 
when the Kural Primary E<lumtion Bill was being discussed beciiuse ther 
was a larger leiuen of nominations than they liked. In this particular Bil 
alterations in the composition of the Board from nine elected and si 
nominated to nine elected and thirteen nominated have been proposed. 1 
the circulation is opposed, I do not think it would be worth while for th 
Opposition to meet the Hon'ble the Chief Minister or any member c 
Government on this point l)ecau8e if the Ministry sticks to the principle c 
inoreaiing the number of nominations and takes a vote of the House o 
point, then«.the details of the Bill do not matter at all. But if tb 
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Hon’ble Minister thinks that a way can be found for adjustment with the 
Opposition, or that we may oorae to a compromise, then I would c^k him 
not to proceed with the Bill today. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, I l>eg to support 

the motion of Mr. Shahabuddin. The Bill has two objects in view. One is 
that there is no provision by which representation can be jfiven to special 
interests in any areas and the second point is that the representation of 
local interests is likely to suffer when local Inuirds w’ould be abolished. 
These are the two jx)ints ^iven by the IIonM>le Minister. As rej^ards local 
areas if the local iKXirds he alvoli^licd, of course, there would be one more 
election for each subdivision, but where is the justification for the eifcht 
nominations altop'ethery Moreover, one point is very clear. The income 
is deriv(Ml from the Kducation cess mainl\ derived from the |KM)r cultivators 
but there is no provision for the representation of the poor cultivators. Of 
course, the llon’ble Minister may .sjiy that by indirect election throujfh 
union iKxards they may have their rcpres<*ntnt ion but that is not the fact. 
If an\ re|)ies(Milat ion i'* uecessarx ot tlie |MM)r i nltivators and the suimindars 
who |Ki> the Kdiuation ce'-x, I think tlie principle of election should he 
adopted iiiNti*;ol ot inciea'‘!M;^ the nuniher <d nominations <»n tliat score. In 
a district like Daccii oi Baiisjil with three siilaln isions, there will he five 
SuhdiM^ioiLiil (Mlic eis no lutlin^^ the Sadar Suhdivisional Officers, eijxbt 
iwiMiinated menihers, two nominated female memhers, and the District 
Jnspector <d Sclusds, The’^(‘ make a total of Hi nominated memhers whereas 
hy election, Uikin^' the (’hainnan and the Viced ’hairman of the District 
Board as eleclcul repi eseiitait ives, we can ha\e onl\ 12 or 13 meml>erH. 1 
cannot tlicreforc uiolerst.ind how the memhers of the so-culled Pro^rressive 
C’o;ilition Party can supfsnt a measure of this kind. 1 do not know’ W'hether 
they are protfies.sive in the forward or imekward direction. I api)eal tlmiupfh 
you, Sir^ the memhers of the Projrressive (’cwilition Party not to proceed 
with a measure of this kind. Today they may think that all the.se 
nominations are very j^^ood hut one day the tables may be turned and it may 
so happen that tlie.^ wull fall in the loime trap. Therefore, I appeal through 
you, Sir, to the memhers of the opimsite party not to rush thi.s Bill through 
ibis House in this unusual hurry. Sir, I once ajjain support the motion 
of Mr. Shaliabuddin. 

(At this stape .some of the meml^ers of the Opposition benches rose to 
speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think the motion of Mr, Shahabuddin has 
been fully discussed, and I propose now to put it to vote. There are other 
motions, particularly of Mr. Shahabuddin, which liavc ffot to be disposed 
of today. I have not alkiwed a sinjrle member of the Government side to 
speak. (Loud noise from the Opposition benches asking for Continuing the 
debate. ) 

Kliwiit Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I ask you, Sir, to give me an 
opportunity to speak. As far es my memory goes, in the pest motions for 
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circulation have been discussed in this House for a whole day and in some 
cases for two or three days. Here in this Bill I should like to point out 
that although the number of clauses are a few, the principle involved is of 
very great imjxirtance for this reason that j’ou are changing by this Bill an 
elected majority into a minority by means of increasing the number of 
nominated and ex-officio members. Therefore this Bill is of equal importance 
with other Bills having a large number of ckuses. Here on our side only three 
members have spoken and as has been pointed out by Mr. Fazliir Bahman, 
other aspects of the Bill have not been put forward. I may observe that 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan has placed entirely new points. 
Similarly, there are other members who have other points of view to place 
before the House. We want a full discussion on the Bill in the House today 
and at the end of the day the motion may be put. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER! I draw your attention. Sir Nazimuddin, to 
rule 16 of the Assembly Procedure Rules which says, *^The Speaker, after 
having called the attention of the Assembly to the conduct of a member 
who persists in irrelevance or in tedious repetition either of his own 
arguments or of the arguments used by other members in debate, may direct 
him to discontinue his speech.’* 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I point out, Sir, that you may 
stop one particular member if he insists on repetition but you cannot muzzle 
all the spe^ikers who want to add their voice of protest. One speaker may 
repeat but you cannot put the motion to the House and delwir us from 
expressing our views. If we are irrelevant, if we are nonsensical, stop us 
certainly, but one member and not the whole side altogether. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I move that the closure motion 
be now put. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am to begin my 
speech under a threat from you. Though I begin with this handicap I will 
try and show you with what motive the Government of Bengal, particularly 
Mr. Fazhil Huq, has l>een actuated in introducing this Bill before this House 
in such an indecent hurry. Sir, you knqw that the Bill was gazetted in 
1941 and no opportunity was given to the members to discuss the Bill. The 
Bill has been before them this .session and this is a short session and no 
member w’as prepared to expect a Bill like this which involves such dnLslic 
changes in accepted principles. 

Now, Sir, before f refer to the Act itself, the object of this Act was to 
ensure the representation of elected representatives to a greater extent than 
the nominated or official representation of the Board. By this ingenious 
method Mr. Fazlul Huq has reduced the representation of elected members 
by increasing the nominated and official block. Sir, if you look at the 
constitution of the central committee you will see that the central committee 
waft designated in the original Act as a non -official body though the Director 
of Public Instruction was an ex-officio member, but there was no provision 
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in the Act to say that the Director of Public Instruction would be the 
President of the central committee. Mind that, Sir, the central committee 
will be directing the policy of the primary education in the province. 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, who was always anxious that education should 
be free from the control of the Government, today is ii jmrty to this measure. 
Perhaps it suits his purposes. Therefore, Sir, you will see what a dwistic 
change it is, what a change-over in giving up the principle! Now education 
is going to be officialised, not only officialised hut it is going to he mercilessly 
controlled by the Government. Now the Director of Public Instruction 
under the new Bill is going to be the riniiriiiaii of the <‘entral (omnnttee. 
Then you have noticed that the Secretary slnuild be «p|K)inted from among 
the members. Why he should be apjvointed by the Government and not be 
elected by the Board itself V The Government is not sure whether the 
Board will elect a person who will he liked hy Mr. Fazlul HiUj. vSir, 
Mr. Fazlul Hii(| having lost his ludd on the people out.side this House is 
now resorting to measures hy which he can imiM»se local tK)dieH of his choice 
upon the pe<iple of Bengal. He has imfnrsed today this undesirahle Govern- 
ment and uudesimble [wrty on the j>eople of Bengal. He is not satisfied 
with that; now he is proceeding to impose undesirable local bodies of his 
choice upon tlie people of Bengal. I will show. Sir, what was his motive. 
You remember. Sir, that the first non-official l*residcnt of the Mymensingh * 
district was elected aii<l he was a Muslim Le4iguer. That was too much 
for Mr. Fazlul Ihui and wherexer the District School Ibwird election has been 
held and xxlu*re\er the President is a non-official one he has lieen elected 
from the Miislini League and this could not be tolerated by Mr. Fazlul Huq. 
Mr. Fazlul IIiKj even today cannot go out on tour, llow will he be able to 
go out on tour when the local iKidies are not in his hands. Therefore he 
thinks that the Pr(‘si<lenls must be nominated persons when the District 
Magistrates cease to be tlie Presidents of the District School lUsirds. Tn 
Dacca ainl Mx'mensingb ♦*l#‘cti<>ns were set aside with a view ibai 4 iftpr having 
jxassed tliis Bill lie will get a man elected by the nominated members and 
he will get a man of his own choice. Today we will s(»e the attitude of the 
European Group with regard to principles. Today we will see what they 
are going to do when a Bill like this is Wing proceeded wdth hy the 
Government. 

Now, Sir, in Mymensingh in an ext rruird inary manner the election of the 
non-official President of the Myniensingh District Schoed Board was declared 
illegal by Mr. Fazlul Huq. Then he took five months to consider that 
question and be deliWrately did it. Then, Sir, the IVesident of the District 
School Board of Dacca will be elected aenm and he will he a non-official 
member. Though the election was due on the 1st of September he has not 
done it. His Government has not allowed the District Magistrate to do it 
because he wanted to bring this Bill before this session and get it through 
end get his members nominated on the District School Board of Ilacca and 
get a man of his own choice. The District Magistrate is going to cease to 
be the President of the District School Board of Dacca on the 1st of October 
and according to the election rules election was due on the Ist of September, 
but perhaps under the direction of Mr. Fazlul Huq the election was not held 
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on the Jlst of September by the District Magistrate of Dacca, possibly 
because Mr. Fazlul Huq had this Bill in mind and thought that after having 
this Bill through this House be wouhl get his mon elected. You can easily 
see the worst motive by which Mr. Fazlul Huq and his Government are 
actuated to push this Bill through in the Legislature in a hurry. Then, 
Sir, as I said, perliaps good sense prevailed in Mr. Fazlul Huq and Mr. Fazlul 
Huq wanted to discuss this matter with the Opposition. Perhaps it was a 
momentary fit of good-will on the part of Mr. Fazlul Huq but his friend 
Dr. Syamaprasjid Mookerjee did not allow him to do so. He at once put 
Mr. Fazlul Huq aside and said “No, no, though you had given a solemn 
promise I am not going to swallow that.” It was perhaps through the 
intervention of an irresponsible man ot this House like him that he did so. 

Now, Sir, as T have .s^iid Dr. Syamaprasnd M<K)kerjee intervened and 
then the fhiet Minister came wilh a clninged view. (T)r. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee: Ah.s()lutel> untrue.) Therefore, Sir, 1 have placed l>efore you 
that this is the blackest motive by which this Government has been 
actuated. Ther(‘ will be no school Inwirds which will very soon 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ma y T make one request ? 
(Uproar. ) 

^ Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I find that these schcH)l Inwcrds which are 
going to be established in different districts will have undesirable non- 
ofiiohd ]>ersons in place of the District Micgistrates. and he wants to do this 
in order to get people of his own choice ele(‘ted as Presidents. The object 
of this Hill is to replace the District Magistrates by non-official i)ersons as 
Pre.sidents of the District Boards. This is one jH)int. 

Then in respect of Mr. Fazlul Hiuj’s proceeding with the pill which will 
provide for more officials and more nominations in place of eleo^ior.s, it will 
be seen that the whole of the original Act is l>eing changed — absolutely 
changed, and this is a thing which Mr. Fazlul Hmi is trying to do by force 
of his majority and at a time when the elections are not there. If Mr. Fazlul 
Huq held an election, this House would have been turned into a House 
against him, but today the war conditions are in his favour. I woiild ask: 
is it fair, is it just that he should (X)me forward to this House with a Bill to 
the principle of which this Province has not heen accustomed for decades. 
Not only that ; only the other day Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, when the 
Secondary Education Bill was l>efore the House, was trying to explain to 
the country saying “Look here, this is the kind of Secondary Education Bill 
which is going to be introduced by the Government. Therefore I have 
nothing to do with this Bill.'' If this Bill is passed, the principle to which 
this Province is committed would be given a go-bye. Therefore, Sir, I do 
appeal to the Glovernment and Government supporters that they should 
oliange their attitude even now and they should not proceed with this Bill. 
Not only that, there is a greater justification for the circulation of this 
pilL ^ere was a recognised principle and that principle is going to be 
obaigfMi, and th^fore it is all the more necessary that this Bill should be 
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«ircallt«d. Nobody took serious notice of this Bill when it ivbs published 

1^1. It bad not been sent to any local bodies or district school boards 
or to the District Magistrates for their considered views. I would therefore 
request Government to accept the motion for circulation and see whether the 
Province is prepared to accept the principle of muuiuations in place of 
elections. In the Bill I also find that the representation of an important 
section of a community of this Province, I mean the Scheiiuled Castes, is 
very, very inadequate and insufficient, and therefore, I request you to see 
that this Bill is circulated. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Deputy Spe^iker, Sir, the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill. P141. i.s now before the 
House. I want to support the motion ju.st now moved by ray honourable 
friend Mr. Shahabuddin. 

In the previous Act of P)dO wc find that there are only five members 
who are elected by direct vote by members of union boards who can elect 
one member from each subdivision. Five Subdi visional Officers, District 
Magistrate and all other non-(»lficial members are elected by indirect vote. 
The Chairman of the Local Board i.s an ex-offino member, the ('bairmun of 
the District Board is also an ex-officio member and five or as many members 
as tliere are subdivisions are elected by the ilistrict Ixiard. vSo, in the previous 
Act, the public had absolut^dy no cliance of eleeting meml>ers to the district 
scliool boanl. 'Flie district scIkhiI Imunl is the most important lH>dy so far 
as primary educati(ui is con(*eriie<l, but even in tiu* j)revious Act it did not 
give any ebance to the public in general to elect any other inemlnT. It is 
only the union boards which could elect us maii\ members as tliere were 
subdivisions and all other members were ex-offino members and officials only 

Now, Sii*, we cAiMM-ted thul when the Progressive Ministry has been 
formed^ Wll providing for. an elective basis would be brought forward, so 
that the public may have a chance to guide the destinies of the district 
school boards in the way that they desire, but instead of doing that they 
have provided for increased nomination. That is they have given 
representation to women by means of nomination. I do not think that 
women are so weak that they should want t(i come tlirtiugh nomination. 
Government have proposed to give two nominations to women alone. Women 
are now sufficiently educated to come by election. In the Legislature also 
they have come by election and not by nomination. Even in the case of 
women I do not see why they should be brought in the district school boards 
by nomination. If Government think that women should be given 
representation in the district school boards that can be better done by 
election than by nomination. I do not think that women are still so weak 
and are so fragile that they are not strong enough to come to the board 
through the elective machinery. In the Central Board also previously it 
was contemplated that there would be IG seats. One is the Director of 
Public Instruction and 10 members from the five subdivisions, one Hindu 
and one Muslim andl^ve members to be appointed by the Loell Government 
«l whom two should be given to the Scheduled Castes. Now, so far as that 
T 
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board is concerned, two nominations have been given to women. I think 
that in that body if Government so desired women could have come by 
election, but Government has not given any chance to the women to come 
by election. In the district of Mymensingh the statutory term of years for 
the District Magistrate to remain the President of the Board came to an end 
on the 31st March, 1942, and the date of election was fixed on the 21et of 
February, 1942. But for reasons best known to Government the election was 
postponed till 28th February by an order of ilie Government of Bengal. 
The election took place on the 28th February, and a non-official member 
belonging to the League or rather the Secretary of the District I^eague was 
elected as President of the District School Board of Mymensingh by seven to 
fifteen votes. Government nominee secured seven votes and League nominee 
secured fifteen votes and six votes were rejected by the District Magistrate. 
Even after the expiration of statutory period the official President continued 
to }»old office up to the r)tb May in contravention of all rules and tlie i)rovi- 
sions of the Bengal Primary Education Act. Sub-section (6) of section 10 
of the Bengal Primary Education Act says: “He will cease to he a member 
on the expiration of two terms of years provided on the exi)iration of two 
terms of 4 years mentioned in sub-section (^) of section 10 after the first 
establishment of the board the District Magi+<trate shall cease to be an ra*- 
offirio member of the hoard.” Sub-section (a) clearly lays down that the 
District Magistrate shall cease to be a member of the hoard on the expiration 
of two terms of four years. 

Now that time expired on the 31st March, 1942. In spite of the 
mandatory provisions of the Bengal Primary Eduction Act, the Government 
of Bengal allowed the District Magistrate of Mymensingh to continue in 
office up to the hth of May, 1942. They dhl not move their little finger. 
They did not ask the District Magistrate to vacate his office 
and make it over either ts> the Vice-President or t^) the non- 
official President. What the Government djd was this. The ‘"election 
took phice on the 20th of February. The Government nominee filed 
an objection before the Government of Bengiil probably on the Ist of April, 
That (d>jection was disposed of by the Government of Bengal by the Gth June, 
1942, and it ^^ould be amusing to the House to know how they disposed of 
it. The sitting Vice-President, who was a candidate for the Presidentship, 
put forward four grounds. All the four grounds the Government rejected 
as having no substance. Government, how'ever, allowed of their own 
motion the ptdition on another ground. Section ^ of the Act says “There 
shall be a President of the Board wlio shall until the expiration of two terms 
of four years mentioned in sub-section (2) of section 19 after the first 
establishment of the board be a member of tlie board apjH>inted in that behalf 
by the Provincial Government and shall there<Hter l>e a member of the board 
elected in tliat behalf by the board in the prescriberl manner and approved 
by the Provincial Government.” The District Magistrate issued a notice 
and in that notice he mentioned the election of a non-official President as 
the President of the District School Board. In section 8 it is clearly laid 
down who should, be the President. Government contended that he canjiot 
ineert the word '*non*official”. But the Government must see whether hf 
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th« insertion of the word “non-officiar’ the District Magistrate prejudiced 
the election. Under section 6 we find that the District Magistrate has ceased 
to be a member and that it is the intention of section 8 tlmt a nou«ofiicial 
member should be elected as President even though there is no express 
provision to that effect. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: May T just remind yon, Mr. Israil, that you 
are going into the detaiLs of the Hilly You iuu>t confine yourself ti> the 
points win you want the Hill to be circulated. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I want to show In ilic llousr w hat motive 
the present (Jovermneiit lias in bringing forward thi^ Hill. I’p to (lu‘ Ifith ’»f 
SepUunl)er Government have not been aide to fix a date for the elecdion of 
the President and this cltxirly show> that the\ have a motive. This Hill has 
l>een introduced in this House They will rush it tlir^uigh not only in this 
House l)ut also in the (xmiicii and then Hi.s Kxcellencv will a.ssi’iit to it. 
After the Hill ]>e('om<'s an A< t tliiui they will fix a date lor the election of 
the President .so that tliev mu\ have their own man This is tlu*ir motive. 
That is whv I want to mention thi.s in the House. 1 wrote about these 
things in the papers and 1 asked the (iov<*rnmeni U) consult the Leg<il 
Hciuciiibraucer on what liad been ibuie. In the meantime power bus been 
delegateil to the Vice-President wdio was the defeated candidate for the 
Presidentship and in this wa> they want to C4irry on and have the fKiwer 
in their own hand.s. Tiider section 18t-/) when the office of the President 
is vfticant, the Viic-President .shall exercise the functions of the Pr<‘sident 
until a new President is appointed. This does not fit in with the f’^use of 
Mymensiiigli. It i.s clearly laid down that the Vice-President shall exercise 
the functions of the ]*resident until a new president is apjMiinfed. Here a 
new* pres^der^t has lieen elected. This .section contemplates that when an 
official President is in charge of the Insird he is subject to transfer. When 
he is transferred another will come in. During the interim period the Vice- 
President will go on with the work of the IwKird. When there has been 
an election of the President of the Ikwird this section eba's not apply. In 
spite of that it has been done and the Vice-IVesideiil , who is the nominee 
of the Government, has been allowed to carry on the administration of the 
school board in clear cxuitm vent ion of .sub-section (■/) of section 18. So 
my point is tliat the Government of Hengal are hastening this Hill to have 
their own man put in cliarge of the district sch(K>l Umrd. 

My next point is about sub-.seefion ( 3 ) of clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I {-aiinot allow \ou ft) discuss the wdiole 
Bill in this way. Your argument should be why you want the Bill to be 
circulated. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir. I have one iiH»re fxdnt fo submit. 
They are now trying to increase the number of officials in the board. In the 
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Sadar subdivision there are two Subdivisional Officers. Previously when the 
Bill was passed in 19*30 the Additional Sadar Subdivisional Officer was not a 
member. Now they are making the Sadar Additional Subdivisional Officer 
a member of the board thereby increasing the number of officials. The 
intention of the Government is to take away all the powers of the local 
bodies in their own hands so that they can dictate according to their own 
wishes and impose their will upon the local lx)die8 also. For this reason, 
Sir, I think they have made the Additioiuil Subdivisional Officer, Sadar, as 
member of the district school Ixxard. 

Now, Sir, so far as the primary school teachers are concerned, I want 
to submit that in the previous Act, there was representation of only one 
primary school teacher and in this Bill also there is provision for the 
representation of only one primary school teacher 

(The nieinber having reached the tnne-liinit resumed his seat.) 

The nmtion of Mr. K. Shahabuddin that the Bill he circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the *31 st October, 1942, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


HaSi. Mr. Mina. 

AMal Nakim Vlkra«karl, Maaivi mi. 

AMvl Karim. Mr. 

Akkul Latit Kliwai, Mavltl. 

Ak^vl MaJM. Mr. lyH (Naakball). 

ANul Matalab Malik. Dr. 

Ab4alla-al Mahmetl. Mr. 

Abbal Rahman. Khan Rahabar A. F. M. 

Abbar Rahman libbikl. Mr. 

Abbvr Raiahib Mahmaab, Mr. 

Abbar Raibaab. Maalvl, Mb. 

Abbui ihahaab. Miulvl, Mb. 

AbMur Raia Ohawbhary. Khan tahabar Maulvl. 
Abal Natbim. Mavlvl. 

Abal Nattain Ahrnab. Mr. 

Abal Maaab, Ma«i*i Kail. 

Ahrnab All Mrlbka. Maaltl 
Ahrnab Haaaain, Mr. 

Altiiabbla Ahrnab, Khan Rababar Maalvl. 
Aalab Maaaala Khan, Khan Rahabar Maalvl. 
ParRab Raia Ohtarbhvry. Mr. M. 

Farhat Rant Khanam, Ragum. 

Pailal Qaabir, Khan Rahabar Maalvl. 


AYEt-4e. 

Failvr Rahman, Mr. (Dacea). 

Failar Rahman, Mr. (Mymantin|h). 

Hahiubbln Ohoubhuri, Mavlvl. 

Namlbabbln Ahrnab, Khan tahib. 

IlMbanl. Mr. M. A. H., M.R.K. 

'laalmabbln Abmab, Khan fahlb Maalvl. 
Mallivbbln Ahrnab, Matlvi (Tlaimra). 

Macalra, Mr. L. T. 

Mantrabbln Ahhanb, Maalvl. 

Mahammab All, Khan Rahabar. 

Mahammab hrail, Maalvl. 

Mahammab IMblgaa, Rhan Rahabar Or. lyab. 
Naaarallah, Na«abiaba K. 

Nailmabbln Kharaja itr, K.C.I.r«^ e 
Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

•ahabaa Alam, Mr. tyab. 
ballm, Mr. I. A. 

Saralal Itlam, Mr. 
bhabababbln, Mr. Khwaja. O.R.F. 

8ahra«arby, Mr. N. t. 

Tamliabbln Khan, Mr. 
rvikf All Ohaabhury. Mr. 

Zahur Ahrnab Ohaabhari, Maalvl. 


NOES— 103. 


Abbal Makim. Maalvl (Mymaniln|h). 

AMal NamM lhah, Maalvt. 

AMal Kabar, Mr. (allaa Ub Math). 

AMal MaJM. Maalvl (Mymaailhgh). 

AMal Wahab Khan, Mr. 

AMal Wahab, Maalvl. 

AMar Raiaak, Maalvl. 

Aba NaaaaJa tarhar, Maalvl. 

Abal Fan, Mr. Mb. 

Abal 9aaaam, Mavlvl. 

Aabarya Rbaabhary, Maharaja tiMri Kaata, at 
HaMaiaaba. Myaiaaalatb. 

AbMtb All laayitRart, Khan RabMar Maalaaa. 
Abaiii Khaa, Mr.tyab.* 

AmM an Mia. Maahrl Mb. 


Aawaral Ailm, Khan RahMar Mb. 
ANmabbla Abmab, Mr. 

Aihar All, Maalvl. 

RabrMbaJa, Mr. tjab. 

Raaarfaa, tha Naa’Ma Mr. framatha Hath. 
Rarat All, Mr. Mb. 

RarHM, Raba Framharl. 

Rarma, Mr. FaaaaJH. 

Raraun, Raba Ibgaaia Praaai. 

Rarman, tha Naa'Ua Mr. ttpaa ir a Nath. 
Rasa,. tha Maa’Ma Mr. faataah KaaMr. 
Rhaararik. Dr. RablMra Rhaabra. 

RItvaa. Raba lahahaN Rarayaa. 

RMmaa, Mr. Rarirth LaL 
Mavai. Mr. t a raab ra Rath. 
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pm, tilMMI AiBkMl OktMrt. 

DM, tin Ml KirH MitM. 

Pm, mr. aMWikis. 

OM tvpta. trijat Nartaini Natl. 

Oatta * 1 ^ mtu Mira, 
filar, Mr. Upaairaaatl. 
laMaial Nafat, Katl. 

Fallal Naf, tit Maa’kU Mr. A. K. 

•Mat, Mr. Alai Kriakaa. 

•laaaiila Afeaiai, Mr. 
laaitt, Mr. R. A. 

•aaaraail, Mr. Talal Ohaaira. 

Rapta. Mr. 4. N. 

Raraag. Mr. DaaiHr ! (agh. 

Ryaiailia Akaiai Cfeaaihary. AllaiJ. 

HaMlaltak, tha Naa'iu Nawafe lalaiBr K.. al Dacca. 
Naaaaaixaaiaa, Kliaa gakik Maalvl Mi. 

MaakaM All Kkm. tka Haa'klc Kfcan lakaior Maalvl. 
Naalaa Marakai, Mn.. M.B.t. 

Nataaially iamaiar. Kkaa Sakik Maalvl. 

Naairy, Mr. OavM. 
liria Akaiai Mia, Maalvl. 
iaaak All Majaaidar, Maalvl. 

KakfoaMia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 

Kaiaai Ail Mirca, taklkcaia Kawaa iak tyci. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NUkitka Natk. 

Ukirl, Baka Ackatack. 

Mcpktraaa, Mr. R. P. 

Maiiaiila Akatci, Or. (Bagra). 

MajI, Mr. Aiaralta Kuaiar. 

Majaatiar, Mrs. Ncmaprava. 

Maaicl, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maaiai, Mr. Baaku Bvkarl. 

Maaial, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

The -1(1 an.l the 


Mkaiki, Mr. KrMwa Frmi. 

MialrnMaAk lataMBlkil. MaalMk Mi.. 
Mkkkal Naaato. Mr. 

Makala AU, Mr. Mi. 

Maakarjaa, tka Naalla Or. tyMtprMkf. 
Margaa. Mr. R.. 0.1.1. 

Mtia««al Nag. Maalvl Mi. 

Makanaiai Atial, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl lyai: 
Makaaiaiai Ikrakln, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai Caiaiaian. Kkaa Bakaivr Maalvl. 
Maakarraf Naaaala, Nawak. Kkaa Bakaiar. 
Maatagawial Nagac, Mr. $yci. 

Fala, Mr. Baraia Fraaaaaa. 

Fiiiar, Mr. Aaaaillal. 

FavcII, Mr. 4. A. 

Fraaiaalk. Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Ralkvt. Mr. Fraaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr Maaaiatka Nalk. 

Ray, Mr. PaUra«. 

laiaraiiia Akaici, Mr. 

tairaiiia Akaici, Najt. 

taaaullak. Or. 

tea, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

lea, Mr. Dkircaira Natk. 

tea. iagtek Ckaaira. Ral Bakaivr. 

Ikakciali, Mr. 

gkaMiaiiln Akmci, tka Man 'kit Mr. 
•kamcaiiln Akaici Kkaaikar, Mr. 

•iriar, Baka LItta Mania. 
laiytk'Oikovrat, Mr. D. 6. 

•tark, Mr. A. F. 

Waller Rakmap. Maalvl. 

Walker, Mr.i. R. 

Vaca.t Mina. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

10-1, tin* iiMilloii was lost. 


Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 lie^ to ino\i* 1»\ way of umendinent 
that th<* Ih»n%''al (Rural) Primary Eilu«ition ( AiiuMulment ) Hill, PJ41, bo 
referred ^-o ^ Select Committee consi.stinj; ol — 

(1) The Ilon’ble Mini.ster in charfre of the IvliKyilion Depjirtmeut, 

(2) Mr. Fazlur Rahman 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. siiahahuddin, it would he belter if you 
take up the names later on. You may now move tlie first part of the motion 
for reference to Select (Vunmittee. A.s to its personnel, it may he taken 
up separately kiter on. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: All ri^dit, Sir. 

I beg to move by way of amemlment that the Hengal (Rural) Prirnary 
Education (Amendment) Bill, 1941. be referred to a Select Committee with 
instructions to submit their rejmrt by the ‘Kith November, 1942, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, in respect of this motion I submit that by referring this Bill to the 
Select Committee, an opportunity will be available to the members of the 
Select Committee to examine the Bill to introduce eny change that they may 
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deem necessary. As I have said, Sir, I do not see any urgency of pushing • 
through this Bill in such a great haste specially in view of the fact that the 
Bill is contemplating a very important change of principle. It is very 
seldom that a Bill of such importance, specially involving principles cs this 
Bill does, has been hurried through the House without reference to the 
Select CJommittee. Therefore, Sir, I tabled this motion and I have moved 
it go that some members of tbe House may have some time to consider this 
Bill clause by clause with the Hon^ble Minister in charge of Education and 
they may be able to amend the Bill in such a way as to remove all its 
objectionable features. 

Sir, there is another point which I want to submit. Although the House 
has not accepted the motion for circulation, by referring this Bill to the 
Select Ckimmittee, the public will get another opportunity. This Bill will 
attract the attention of the public immediately if the Bill is referred to a 
Select Committee and therefore the public will get an opportunity to 
express their opinion. They will be forwarding their opinion through the 
press and expressing their opinion on the platform and the Select (Committee 
might be able to take that opinion also into consideration. 

Sir, as far as the Select Committee is concerned. 1 want to mention tliai 
one or two members w’ere not present the other day when consent was b(‘ing 
taken and I have not been able to take their (sinseiit — specially I understand 
that among them there were one or tw(> members belonging to the Govern- 
ment party who were not present and therefore their consent could not be 
taken. I shall be only tKM) glad if any amendment is suggested by Gov(*rn- 
ment in the Select (-ommittee and I shall be glad to accept any suggestion 
in the personnel of the Seb‘ct C^mimittee if (lovernment so Avish. 

Now, Sir, 1 do not think 1 need take tbe time of the llpuse for verv 
long. There can be no reason to hurry this Bill through unless Jioveriunent 
have got .some ulterior motive. That, I submit, would be evident — of 
course wdien the circulation motion was debated upon, the Hon’ble Education 
Minister did not take jmrt in the debate and therefore we have not heiird 
so far as to what is the urgency of this Bill and in what respect great harm 
will be done if the Bill is not enacted now and sufficient time is given to the 
country and to the members to consider the Bill more thoroughly. The 
absence of any reply fixun tbe Education Minister, the absence of any 
answer alM)ut that question fmm tbe Education Minister, his failure to take 
tlmt opportunity Avhen this (juestion was discussed in the House to rebut 
the necevssity for circulating the Bill and eliciting public opinion and the 
failure of the Hon’ble Minister to acquaint the House about the urgency 
of the Bill, ('onviure me in my l>elief that there are ulterior motives in 
hurrying thixuigh this Bill. I therefore would strongly recommend my 
motion to the Hou.se for acceptance. I can assure the House that my motion 
is not with a view to create any obstruction in the passage of the Bill. I 
want that having regard to the importance of -the measure and the principles 
Involved, let the matter be thoroughly and fairly considered and that proper 
and full deliberatibn be given to the important clauses of the Bill. 



1^4 GOVERNMENT BILL. « 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 

House. 

Mtuivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I will only impress upon you 
the necessity of confining yourself to the motion for referring the matter to 
the Select Committee. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I iM)int out that as far as acceptance 
of the Select Coninuttee is cH>n(‘erne(l, it meiiiis accepting the principle of 
the Bill and if tlie Chief Minister has «iffered a <lis(Mission, 1 do not see what 
should he discussed if the Select Committee motion is ruled out. Once the 
Select Committee is accepted, it means that the principles of the Bill are 
accepted and therefore T su^p’cst that this motion should he jMist]>oned till 
after the discussion with the Chief Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think the Chief Minister may not affree 
to your proi>osal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 did not want to speak for I 
knew that my wonK would tall on very unwilling- ears. A few minutes apfO 
I made a •'U^^^'e-stion and Mr. Fa/dnr jt4iliman had nothing hut invectives for 
me when he made a ukhI irrelevant speech. Sit, after the exliihition my 
*frien(K ha\(' yiven on ordinary courtesy I decline to show them any 
consideration. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sit, I suj>jH)rt the motion moved hy 
my hononrahlc tiieinl Mr. Klinaja Shahahmldin. The motion is a very 
reasonahle dfnjan<l this piece of legislation involves a serious principle 
which a%ecfs the rural primary educ^ition of the wliole of Berij^al. 

Sir, the assurance j^iven hy the Ilon’hle Chief Minister some time before 
as t(> ^’■ivinjx facilities to the (tpjM)sition ts» have a talk re^^ardin^r the tnalter 
amply justifies the acceptame ot this motion. Tiie (’hief .Minister has Raid 
that he can take np tlie Bill for i^msideration on the iidnl or 24th and in the 
meantime the ( >pi>o.sition may have a heart to heart talk with him as to the 
features of the Bill. If tlie llon’lde Chief Minister has driven an assurance 
that he would have a heart to heart talk with the CpjMmition so that tiie 
objectionahle feiitures of the Bill may he remo\«*d, 1 d<) not find any reason 
why the Chief Minister and his c‘4dleajfue the TIon’hle Mr. Ahdul Karim 
will not accept this motion for reference to the Select (.’ommittee and have 
aome more time to have mature consideration hy the inemherH of the Select 
Committee, , 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. >>hahabuddiii has already assured the 
House that he was moving this motion not with a view to obstructing the 
passing of the Bill hut with a view that the Bill may he considered thoroughly 
and threatbare, and the mature consideration of the members might relieve 
aouie objectionable features of the Bill. 
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Sir, in the last motion it has been discussed that the Bill is going to * 
ifBcialise the Primary Education of Bengal. If the Select Committee geta 
in opportunity of sitting together and exchange their views, it may be that 
n some aspects the Bill may be modified and it may be acceptable to all 
ections of members of this House. Sir, nobody can deny the force of public 
(pinion which is being shut out by the Government party, but if tbe motion 
or Select Committee is accepted, the Select Committee may have to consider 
he opinions of the public and may ascertain wliat the public thinks as to 
he nature of the Bill and in the light of public opinion they may modify 
he Bill clause by clause. Sir, if this nmtion is opposed by the Govern- 
nent, I can say that that would indicate the iiiotivc for the speedy passing 
•f the Bill, namely, in order to have* the (’hief Minister's hold on the 
listrict school Imard. If the Hon’ble Chief Minister thinks that this Bill 
las been brought wdth a view to improve the primary education of Bengal, 

[ do not find any reason w’hy he should try to pass tlii^ Bill so hurriedly. 

[f the Bill goes to the Select Committee, the Ctmimittee wo\ild be able to 
inish the work within as short a time as is possible and in that case the 
news of all the parties ma) be considered when the report of the Select 
!!^ommittee w’ill be placed before the House. 

(^uisidering all these things I again submit. Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Kduention Minister who had not replied so far a-^ tlo^ last motion was 
'(mcerned should stand up and ac('ept this motion, if he has got some 
)ther motive he nniy not acct'pl it hut if his nim is grMxl. right and honest, 

[ think that theii* will be no (dijection on his jiait to acrept this motion. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr Dcimiy Speaker, Sir The 
Hon 'hie the Chief Minister was jdeased t(» say that he was not i)rei»ared to 
diow any consideration to us, on this >,itlc dt the Hiuise. He was, perhaps, 
tbinkiug vu a w'\sh\v\\ twuuner. \Ve leave ceased to expect an\ consideration 
at his hands. Tht' House was regaled h\ his acting the somersault this 
morning. To your knowledge. Sir, and to ours, he got up and showed, as 
my friend the honourable member for the Cniversity of Dacca ‘Suggested, 
a certain amount of lncidit\. But when he sat down, his colleague to the 
left, must have taken him to task and we saw that just by a slnake of the 
head and a nod, lucidity disupj>eared and the servilit\ made the man in him 
jump up ami, under the military orders of his eolleague, he was made to 
say things wliieh eontrndieted his former statement. Sir, we do not expect 
consideration, but we ex]>eet honesty. We expect clean administration; we 
expect decency t<^ he extended to the majorit\ of the population of this 
Province, The Hon’ble the Chief Minister and his colleagues may take 
shelter behind their majority in this House. 1 do not complain of that; 
they have a right to do s<». But when putting forward arguments for what 
they are doing, they should realise that .sometimes things are said in a 
manner which cannot be called dignified. After all in the whole history* of 
mankind the significance and importance of -what is known as Government 
and its utterances should not be lost sight of. I mean, sitting here I 
may utter things ifrhicli will be called irresponsible statements, but if I war# 
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•to go tliere and say the same thing, my words will have the responsibility 
normally and usually attached to Government statements. (Uproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you sujiporting the motion of 
Mr. Shahabuddin ? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I shall have to lose all seiiae 
of proportion and all sense of correct and reasonable speaking in this House 
if I am disturbed in this way. (hie has to develop an argument, one has to 
meet the arguments of these irresponsible gentlemen on the Treasury 
benches, step by step, to expose the .serious mistakes, misdemeanours, and 
even high crimes they have committed and are committing today. (Hear, 
hear.) Sir, in order to meet their arguments T cannot blurt out what I want 
to say. They have refu.sed the first amendment and they will refuse the 
second one also. I know what they want to do, but our great poet Iqbal has 
said, and I want the ('hief Minister to understand its meaning fully. 

^ Uj .j y 

W' ,_,«J ^ wjj 

The llnirblc the <1iiet Minister is trying to crush us under heels which 
are not lii*>. Let liini go ahead. If this Bill goes as it is, it uill 
uproot the veiy loundat lon.s ol the .society which he and we were 
trying to build, li it is not .‘•nbmitted to a Select (’ommitt<*t‘, hi* will 

not have consulted Muslim o])inion. The Hon’ble Minister lor Kducation — 

he must forgive me tor using the word — mumbled soni(‘(hing in 
the Iloyse.^*\Ve could not bear one word of what he said. 
Perhaps he means wadi, but so far as w'e, on this side ot the House, 

are coneerned, we have got to come to the decision that lie docs not 

mean well of us, because lie and his ccdleagues do not use their own w’ords 
and ideas. These are given to them by tho.se who do not m(*an us w'ell. 
Sir, the Muslim Miui.sters sitting over there will not allow the Muslims to 
express an opinion on thi.s Primary Kducation Hill primary education 
which is the very life of the people. primar\ education in whicli Dadahhai 
Naoroji, Gokhale and Surendra Nath Bannerjeu and others to<ik so much 
interest and for which we all have w^irked hard for d«'< ad(*s, I he Muslims 
of Bengal will be denied even an expres'^ion of opinion. The Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister wa.s the Minister for Kducation in the previous (iovernment. 
We know the hi.siory f»f Secondary Kducation Bill. We know why the 
Ministers today have shelved it. We know why they are trying to annoy 
and irritate us. Our anno\an(e and irritation will one day reach a stage 
when things will be uttered in a different manner. I do not wish to 
threaten but altbougb small in numbers, although insignific;ant in this 
House according to their view, we challenge every one of them, Muslim and 
Hindu, to come and stand up before tbe bar of public opinion in Bengal . 
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Mr. SYED BADRUODUJAs We accept the challenge of foreigners whoP 
are exploiters. They have no right to speak on behalf of the Mussalmans of 
Bengal as a whole. 

(There were disturbances which lasted for some time.) 

MPi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Wliat were you doing for the last 
4i years? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I have been asked what I was 
doing for the last 4^ years. One sentence should be enough for my friends 
over there, and they should lake a lesson from it. I tried to prop up the 
Hon’hle the Chief Minister to stand straight and keep him so. (Laughter.) 

I hope my experience and failure will he an example to them. 

Sir, I have only one word more to say even at this “blue’’ hour that 
they should avoid jilaying with us any more than they have done. Let this 
Bill go through a Select Committee. Let us express our opinion. They 
will not be able to find money to j)ut the scheme into operation. Money is 
going into channels w’hich are otherw'ise more important. Primary educa- 
tion re(juires cr(»res and (‘rores of ruj)ees. Let us stop for the time being and 
put this Bill with the Secondary Kducation Bill on the shell for better times. 
When that time comes we shall take uj) the Primary Education Bill. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am sorrv, there is no time. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: When I spoke to you, you gave me to under- 
Btund that the Hon’ble Minister would repl\ to the debate apd 1 told you 
also that our Dejjuty Leader, Mr. Suhrawardy. would like W) ^peak and 
that he should be given an oi)i)ortunit,\ . You also agreed, but I am very 
sorry, Sir, that you are trying to stop the ()j)po.sition from giving expression 
to their opinion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have tried my level best to accommodate 
the Opposition. I am not allowing even the (iovernmeut member to reply, 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Why, Sir? AVe w^ant to hear the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Have thev got anything decent to say? 
We w*ant to hear them if they have. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Are you the judge of 
decency ? 


Mr* H* 8. 8UHIIAWARDYS In this case we are. 
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* The Hon'ble Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BABU: Decency is not yonr 

monopoly. 

KhWAj0 Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government have agreed to take up this 
Bill on another day. After all, the question of voting and one or more 
speeches on that day will not take up niueh time of the House. If it is a 
question of going through the Bill today I can understand the hurry. This 
is a very important Bill on which menil)ei> on this side of the House feel 
very strongly It is most imiiortant that we ^houhl hear what the Govern* 
ment have to say. e have jliscussfd lliis t|UeNtion tor more than two 
hours and not a single woid In htuHg said in repl\ from the (iov(*rument 
side. That I (‘annot understand. At lea^t they may get up and say that 
they oppo.se it. Is it that the\ have not got anything to sa\ h 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: (iovernment will say what they have to 
say on the drd reading oi tin* Bill. Sir Xazimudilni, liavi* \ou anything 
more to sa> ? If you want I will give \<»u more time. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I want tj) Ha\ one thing only. 1 can 
understand your stopping us from '>])eaking. hut ue cannot understand wdiy 
you are stop])ing tlu* (ioxtTiiment from sj>eaking. Sir, tin' ttpjmsition is 
entitled to hear tin* (iovernment view -point. AVe iia\e discussed it for two 
hours. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. You will hear whnt the Govern- 
ment have to sav. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, . (C Vies of sit down, 

Bit dowui.) • 

• • 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: It you don't alh^w Air. Suhrawardy to 
epeak then it will lie our painful dut\ to walk out. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thought you wanted to hear the Hon’hle 
Chief Minister. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No. 

Mr. K« SHAHABUDDIN: I told you when you called me that the 
Deputy Leader of our Party wanted to apeak. I^ook at all preeedentH. Even 
at the last moment the previous Speaker, Sir Mohammed Azizul Haque did 
liis best to accommodate either the I^eader or the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition whenever they wanted to speak. AA’e are asking you to allow 
<Mir Deputy Leader to speak. You won’t allow him to speak. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I agree that your Deputy Leader should* 
speak, but much time now is lost. If Mr. Suhrawardy wanted to speak on 
this particular motion I have no objection. But he should not take more 
than five minutes. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Onvernment 
has created several precedents, one precedent beir.^ comjilete inactivity in 
the legislative and administrative fields for nine montlis other than career- 
ing about tlie country and receiving black flags. The other precedent ia 
rushing such an important Bill as the present one through the House with- 
out referring it to a Select Committee. Never before has this been done 
in tlie hist(»r> of legislation in this province. I cannot recall a single 
instance from lf)2l) onwards when an important Bill of this nature which 
(.'hanges absolutely the principle (»f election to that of nomination, which 
takes a lawly like that of the school b(»ard where there is a majority of 
elected members and changes it into a body where there will be a majority 
of nominated members has been rushed without referring it to a Select 
C(»mmittee. One, Sir, absolutely fails to understand why Oovernment are 
adopting such a procedure, unless there is some motive behind it, and they 
are trying to r\ish this piece of legislation in order that the Chief Minister 
may have more o])portunities for jmtronage and for jobber\ , more oppor- 
tuniti(‘s for aj)pointing j>eoi)le like Mr. Labibuddiii Siddicji, who has 
recently been ii(iniinat<'d on tin* Dacca Schocd Boaid. Ai)art from that, one 
is unable to understand thi> rush. Dot's, Sir, a stM-tion ot the lloust' which 
(daims to Ik‘ ignorant and impartial rt'alisc that a Bill of this type has not 
been placed bciort> the jiublic tor their opinion ^ Do you think that flit' ])ubli(‘ 
in Bengal, ho\\t‘ver long sutVeiing it may be, under the castigation ot this 
particular Ministry will ever staml for a Bill of this nature? After all, 
after a grt'at deal of (‘flort. the non-officials have been able to. get one non- 
ofticial body and one body where tlo'y have a non-oflicial majority, ’Namely, 
the school board, and an attempt is nov\ being made to transform into a 
Government body. Do the Chief Minister and his colleagues think that the 
public will stand for it? Sir, there will be such a flaming agitation 
throughout Bengal that if be has re<*eived G,000 black flags before in 
Barisal, next time be may receive GO. 000 black flags. 

This thing is not going to be tolerated. 1 realise that the members 
opposite hope that tar more opportunities for nomination and for appoint- 
ments will go to them and their relatives or to their friends. That is the 
reason wb\ they are siip])orting this Ministry and supporting this measure. 
That is not g(»iiig to last for ever. Time will come when the voice of the 
public will declare itself. Agaii» 1 appeal, if I may. — I do not fi.nd it easy 
— to that sexMion of the House which designates itself ignorant and impartial, 
just to pay a certain amount of attention to the principles of this Bill and 
not to permit and support the Government in its attempt to rush such an 
important measure through this House. I have no doubt that after my 
speech the Government is going to make some reply and offer some explana- 
tion why it propoifes to change the principles involved in the constitutioii 



im.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 




* of a school board. Sir, we want to hear the Education Minister and not 
i:he Chief Minister. The Chief Minister, we know, has been making these 
nominations and he wants to rush this Bill through. So far as the principles 
of the Bill are concerned, we want to hear the Education Minister for 
whom we still entertain a certain degree of regard and respect. Sir, I may 
give an example of how the Chief Minister is Uinpering with school 
boards for his own purposes. There was lan election in the Xoakhali District 
School Board under the new sclieme. and the Vicc-(^luvirman of tluit Scliool 
Board was elected the Chairman. He hap})eiuHl not to he a Muslim Lt^iguer 
and immediately his election was sanctioned by tliis (iovernment. But in 
all those cases where a Muslim Leaguer has been elected, and where the 
Vice-Chairman is not a Muslim Leaguer, the apprcival has been kept pending 
by this Government. (Cries of “shame, shame*’ fr(»m ilie Opposition 
benches.) 1 say definitely to those who might wi-^h to reail and who might 
wish to understand that the ruling in reterem-e to the M\mensingli District 
School Board was a dishonest ruling and it was a scandal f)f the first water. 
Sir, to what electorate can we appeal if thi> Ministry continue to act in this 
manner and give the go-hy to all 4leeent administration!^ 

(As .soon as the IIon'Me the (Mnef Minister rose to rei>ly then* were louil 
cries from the Muslim L4‘ague Gp])(»sition henehes — do not want to 

hear the Chief Minister, we want to hear the Kdtication Minist^*!.”) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir X azimuddin, I hoj)e there will not be 
*any disturbance from \our party when llie Iloiride Chief Minister is going 
to sj)eak. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, in thi.s month of Bamzan wo are not 
here to hear lies trom tiie Chief Minister. We want to l»ear the Education 
Miiiist^. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. You should not make that sort of remark. 
It is unparliamentary. 

Mr. 8yed BADRUDDUaA: Sir, we want the withdrawal of that 
expression. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM3 I am prepared to take any risk, but I am 
not going to withdraw, I repeat the expression once again. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Hasbim, 1 am sorry, I will have to 
take action if you do not withdraw that expression. I hope you will 
reconsider your decision and withdraw your remark. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the honourable member to 
withdraw the expression he has used if you think that it was unparlia* 
mentary. 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKERS I have already said that it is unparlia-* 
mentary. 

Mailivi ABUL HA8HIM: Id response to the appeal of my leader I am 
constrained to withdraw the expression I have used. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I will not enter into any 
controversy. 1 claim the right k> speak on the Bill because the Bill was 
drafted by me when 1 was the Education Minister. My friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy also remembers the circumstances under which this Bill 
was originally framed. It is not tor me to give out Cabinet secrets, but 
there are three members of that Cabinet present in this House who know 
that the principles of the Bill were di.scussed not merely amongst the 
Ministers themselves privately but were discussed in the Cabinet as well. 

Mf. Hi 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, in this month ot Ramzan 1 sav that 
we did not di.scuss the princi]des of the Bill in the Cabinet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is a fact that the Bill was 
published in tlie Cuh'utta (nKt'ttf and thi> eould not be done unless its 
principles were a<‘cei)(ed by the (lovernment. 1 rpj)ea!, Sir, that no (jovern- 
ment Bill can be published in the (\ilrntln (iazcttr as (iovernment Bill 
unless the i)rincij)les ol the Bill have been accepted bv the (iovernment. 
That is what ought to be known and 1 think it ought to be knoNsn to (»ne wl o 
had been a Minister. 

Now, Sir, at that time no one objected to a Bill of this kind. The 
objection.s that have been taken at the present moment should have been 
taken at the time when this Bill was published in the ('alciiita Gazette. 
Nobody saw anything sinister behind the Bill at that time. •• 

Now, Sir, as regards the one or two instances, Mr. Suhrawardy has 
referred to the eleiti<in of ViiM‘-Pn‘siden1 of the Mvmensingh District 
School Board uho happem'd to he a Muslim Leaguer. Itut the election was 
legally invalid and was therefore aside on the a<lviee of the Legal 

Bemembrancer . (Loud noise fiom tlie Muslim League Opposition 

Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. When the Leader of the 
House is making a statement, he should be given a patient hearing. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 am speaking from my 
memory. 1 think, in Diuajpur, Bogra and some other places Muslim 
Leaguers have been elected Chairmen of District School Boards and no 
objection has been tnken to their election. 

Mri lit 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, because they were Vice- 
and if you did not approve that they would still have carried 
on. 
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> Tlw Nm'bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I know, Sir, whatever I aay 

will be contradicted. 

Now, Sir, as I said, there was no sinister motive behind this Bill nor 
do I want to get it rushed through this House. 1 drafted that Bill with 
an honesty of purpose and then it was published in the Calrutfa Gazette. 
(Loud noise from the Muslim League Bem'hes.l Sir, it has been remarked 
that there is no instance in which an important Bill likt* this has been 
rushed through this House. May 1 remind the House that the first Amend- 
ment to the Bengal Tenancy Act, the luggest Bill that was before the 
Assembly after the inauguration ot Brovincial Autom)my, a Bill of far- 
reaching consequences, was not reieried to a Sidect (’ommittee, but was 
brought for consideration on the floor oi the House. 

The motion of Mr. K. Shahabuddin that the Bengal (Rural) Rrimary 
Education (Amendment) Bill, lh41. he rett'ired to a Select (Committee 
with instructions to submit their reiaol h\ the •'iUth November, 1!)42, and 
that the quorum of the Select (’ommittee be ti\ed at five was then put and 
a divisicui taken with the following res\ilt : 


AYEt~-4a. 


AbiMi Aili. MaaiaRt mi. 

AMal Malli, Mr. MIrta. 

AMul Hakim Vikrampuri. Mavifi Md. 

Abdul Karim. Mr. 

A|dui Latif Bli*ai, Mauivi. 

Abdal Ma|ld, Mr. kyad (Noakbali). 

Abdul Motaltb Malik. Dr. 

Abdnlla-al Mahmtad. Mr. 

Abdar RahmaR, Khan Bahadur A. r. M. 

Abdur Rahman tiddipi, Mr. 

Abdur RaicbM Mahmoad. Mr. 

Abdur Rashaud, Mauivi Md. 

Abdut Ibabaad. MavIfl Md. 

AbMur Raia BbaadMury. Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi. 
Abul Haabim, Mauivi. 

Abut Natalu Ahmad Mr. 

AbulMatud. Mutvi Kail. 

Almad All MrMha. Mauivi. 

Ahmad Masala. Mr. 

Alfaauddia Ahmad, Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi. 
Aala| Naaaaia Kbaa. Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi. 
Farhad Raaa ebaadhury, Mr. M. 

Farbat Baua Kbaaam, Bafum. 

Failul Qnadir, Kbaa Bahadur Mauivi. 


Faalvr Rahman, Mr. (Duaua). 

Fuiur Rahman. Mr. (Mymtaala|b). 

Nadiuddin Ohaudhuri. Mauivi. 

HamMuddin Ahmad. Khan labib. 
lapahaai. Mr. M. A. H.. M.B.f. 
daaimuddin Ahmad. Kbaa babib Mauivi. 
Mabauddia Ahmad, Mauivi (Tippard)* 

Maadal, Mr. datandra Nath. 

Maalruddin Akhaad, Mauivi. 

Mabammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad larail. Mauivi. 

Muhammad IMdlpua, Khan Bahadur Dr. byad. 
Naaarunali. Raurabsada K. 

Nauabar All, Mr. byad. 

Natlmuddin Khaaja lir. K.O.I.E. 

Raaaur Rahman Kbaa, Mr. 
bababa Alam, Mr. byad. 
lallm Mr. b. A. 
barajul Islam, Mr. 
bbababuddia, Mr. Khwala, O.B.f. 
buhrawardy. Mr. H. I. 

Tamliuddia Kbaa, Mr. 

Yufut All Cbaudbury, Mr. 

Zabur Ahmad Cbaudbury, Mauivi. 


AMRl Nait, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymaaaiaib). 

Abdut Haadd ibah, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymaasiafb). 

Abdul Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abdal Wabad, Maafvi. 

Abdar Ramfc, Mauivi. 

Aba Naaaata Urkar, Mauivi. 

Abal Fan, Mr. Md. 

Aibbnnra Bbaadbary. Mabaraja baahl Kaata, M 
ilafclacatba. Myauaaatafb. 

Abmad AR Kaafubp ur t, Khmi Babadar Maataaa. 
Abmad Kbaa, Mr. byad. 

Amir AR Wa, MaaMi Md. 


NOEt— 100. 

Aavrarul Asim, Kbaa Bahadur Md. 
Aalmuddia Abmad. Mr. 

Arbar AH. Mauivi. 

Badruddala, Mr. hyad. 

Bauarjaa, tba Haa bk Mr. Pramatba Nath, 
•arat All, Mr. Md. 

Burma, Baba Frambarl. 

Burma, Mr. Puapajit 
Barmaa, Baba Ibyama Frusad. 

BaruMii, tba Mba’bia Mr. Upaadra Natb. 
Baua, tba Hta'bla mt. taatuMi Kuaur. 
Bhaamifc, Dr. Dabfada Cbaadra. 

BMvaa, B*b Ubabmi Rarayaa. 

Bimraa, Mr. iaraadra Ratb. 
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Mtrfc, Mr. I. A. 

Mm, Mai tafeM Aaakal OtaMra. 

Pat, lal laliM KIrH AAaMa. 

PM, Mr. Mtaaifkaa. 

PM Aa^ Irijat Nartatra Matk. 

Pitta Pipit, MIm Mira, 
f Mar, Mr. Uptiaraiaik. 

PmIH Hm, ikt Nil ’kit Mr. A. K. 

PlMiPtli Akawt, Mr. 

•ipia, Mr. 4. N. 

Piriai, Mr. Oanktr llifk. 

Pyatitli Akntk Okoitkury, AlkaiJ. 

Nakikillak, tki Hoa’klt Ma«ak takakir K., if Dacta. 
HMai All Oka^tkiry, Mr. SfM. 

NaMiiuaiian, Kkai 8aklk Mailvl Mt. 

IlMkiai All Kkifi, Iki Hti’klt Kkaa takaiir Mailvl. 
Matlaa MirtfcM. Mri., M.A.E. 

Maitaially Jaiiaiar, Kkti laklk Mailvl. 

Niitry, Mr. Davit. 

Itrit Aknat Mia, Mailvl. 

Ptaak All Majintar, Mailvl. 

Kaklrittla Kkai, Kkaa Pakatir Mailvl. 

KaitM All Mina, lakikiata Kavaa tak kyat, 
tttaatty, Mr. I. Q. 

Aiaiar, Mr Aiil Okaatra. 

Kiati, Mr Nlaklika Nalk. 

Lakirl, iaki AifcitMh. 

MtpktrtM, Mr. P. P. 

Maflaittla Aknat, Dr. (Ktfra). 

MtJI, Mr. Atwalta Kmar. 

Majintar, Mri. Hanaprava. 

Maitai, Mr. Anrita Ul. 

Maatal, Mr. Paaki iakarl. 

Maatal, Mr. PIrat Okaatra. 

Maatal, Mr. Krlikaa Praiat. 

Maalriuanaa lalanakatl, Mailaaa Mt. 

Maokil Miaala, Mr. 


Mamia AH, Mr. MC • 

MaakarUa, tfca Naa'Mt Pr. tfaMpratai. 

Margaa, Me. P., O.l.f . 

Mtalaai All Mallafe, Mailvi M. 

MaaaaiaNl Hm. MaiM Mt. 

Makaaiaiat Afial, Kkaa Paftatir Mailvl IpM. 
Mikanaiat Ikraklai, Mailvl. 

Mikaaaiat •ilalmai, Kkaa Pakatir Mailvl. 
MiiarniT MmaJi, Nawak Kkaa Pakatir. 
Miatatavaal Nafia, Mr. 8yat. 

Maaty, Makaraja Srlackaatra. af OtaaiaAaiar 
Pail, sir Hari Saakar. 

Pranaalk, Mr. Tarlakkaatra. 

Piiall, Mr. 4. A. 

Ralkit, Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Ofcari Okaatra. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaiiay. 

Ray, Mr. Maanatka Ratk. 

Ray. Mr. Patiraai. 
latarittla Akaiat, Mr. 
kaflrattia Aknat, Naji. 

•aaaillak. Dr. 
taa, Mr. Atil Okaatra. 

8aa, tafttk Okaatra. Ral Rakatir. 

Ekakatall, Mr. 

Skaniittia Aknat, tka Naa’kia Mr. 

Ckaniittla Aknat Kkaitkar, Mr. 
iiagka, Raku Kikatra Natk. 
tirtar, Raki LItta Mvata. 
tnyik Oikairia, Mr. D. P. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tkakir, Mr. Pranatka Raijaa. 

Wallir Raknaa, Mailvl. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Yaiait Mina. 

Zanai, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being* 48 and the Noes lOb, the motion was lost. 


Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Bafore you adjourn \he House 

a ♦ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not adjourning the House. Sir 
Nazimuddin, there is a small Bill, namely, the Workmen’s Compensation 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 1 want to take it up and finish it in 

two or three minutes. ^ 

(Cries of “No, no” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that in view of the fact 
that there is so much opposition and we have sat for more than three hours, 
you should take up this Bill today. You can take up this Bill on another 
•official business day. 

Mr^ Aa Ft STARK 8 Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it appears to my party 
that the Opposition has been given utmost latitude in the matter of the 
first Bill and they should allow the secoml Bill to be debated today. There 
il Ho reason why the second Bill should not be taken up today. The 
Opposition has bePn edlowed to debate the first Bill at great length. 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I want <0 submit a word to you. Sir- I 
think this is a reflection on you by the Whip of the European Group when 
he has said that you have allowed latitude to the Opposition. We know, 
Sir, it is for the JHouse to decide whether it is a reflection , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Sir XuKimuddiu, this is 
small Bill and if you all aji^ree, I can take this Bill up and finish it in two 
or three minutes. (Cries of “No. no^’ from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: We do not yield. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, so far as this session is ooiioerned, 
Government l)u>iness is very little, and I do not see why these tilings 
should Ik* rushed through. After all, thi.s i> not a long session. It is a 
practice that when the session has gone on for six or eight weeks, this kind 
of thing is done This time we are meeting after five months and I 
cannot understand wh\ (jovernment are so impatient. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: This is a Bill passed by the Council and if 
you all agree, I cun fini.sh it very soon as no discussion will be neceasary. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN • According to your assurance, Sir, the 
meeting ^should have ended at 11-30 a.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. If you don’t agree, I won’t take it up. 

Adjoumtntiit. 

It befhg ri-50 a.m., the House was adjourned till 8-45 a.m. on Friday, 
the I8th September, 1942, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the AHsembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
18tb September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 172 members. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Sir, there is no quorum. 

(The Secretary then counted the number of members present and found 
that there was no quorum.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Training of Schedulod Castes in Dacca Division for appointment in Jute 
Regulation Department. 

^21. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hoirble Minister 

in charge of the Agi’iculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the Table a statement showing, year by year, tor the xears 1940 up to 
Febru ary , 1 1 )42 , — 

(t) the number of Scheduled Caste candidates that applied for training 
in tlie Jute Kegulation Department in the Dacca Division as — 

( 1 ) clerks, 

(2) camp recorders, 
td) copyists, and 

(4) primar}’ licensing assistantvs; 

(it) the number of them that were taken in ; and 

^iV) the number o^ them that have been appointed? 

(h) Will the pon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the servioe 
ratio rules were observed in making the appointments? 
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MlillSTER in ohargt of tho AGRICULTURE and INDUiTRICt 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bfe Nawtb Khmji Hohibullah BMiiihir, of 
DOOOO)8 (a) The posts of iuspectors, clerks, camp recorders or camp 
assistants, as they are now called, and primary licensinfr assistants, and 
copyists carry the same rate of pay. The only exception is the Chief 
Inspector’s head clerk who pets Rs. "» in excess. 

A statement, shuwinp the numbt*r of Scheduled (/usto applicants and 
the number apj.)ointed in the I>accu Division durinp the perimls mentioned, 
is laid on the Table, 

(h) Yes. 


Statement referred to in reply ta clause (a) of starred question No. 21. 


During the year. 

Number of 
candidates. 

Number 

trained. 

Number 

apjminted. 

1940 . . 

168 

160 

142 

1941 .. 

98 

88 

66 

1942 (up to February) 

:\2 

32 

31 


Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the communal ratio lias been observed in the 
selection of Scheduled Caste can<li<lates 

• The Hon*ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 1 have 

alretidy answered that. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: VV'ili the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why all the trairie<l men were not appointed!' 

The •Hog*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

Because that would result in excessive communal ratio. 


Stonographers in tho Higfi Oourt. 

*22. Moulei MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the ludicial Department be pleased to state the present number of 
stenographers existing in the High ('unit including ihe stenographers of 
Registrars 

{h) How are they recruited? 

(r) How many of them are Muslims? 

(d) Whether future recruitment is likelv to be made by means of com- 
petitive examinations as i.s done in the Bengal Secretariat? 

MINI8TER in chiirgo of tho dUDIGIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hod’blo 
Mr. Piwmatho Nath Banorjeo): By the courtesy of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Justice I am able to furnish the information as detailed below with regard 
to the two sides of the High Court, separately — 



QUESTIONS. 


[18th Sept., 


104 


(a) Appellate Side, — There are no posts of stenographers, but persons 
who are appointed as Bench Clerks, Assistant Bench Clerks and General 
Assistants to the Deputy Hegistrar and First Assistant Registrar have to be 
proficient in shorthand and typewriting. Their total number is 19. 

Original Side. — Eleven. 

{h) Appellate Side. — Assistant Bench Clerks and General Assistants are 
recruited from amongst the members of the Court's staff who qualify at a 
test held by the Registrar in shorthand and typewriting. Bench Clerks are 
recruited from amongst Assistant Bench Clerks who qualify at a similar 

test. 

Original Side. — They have to pass a prescribed test. 

(c) Appellate Side, — There is one Muslim among the Assistant Bench 
Clerks and another Muslim acts as Assistant Bench Clerk from time to 
time in leave vacancies. 

Orig inal Side . — None . 

(d) Appellate Side. — No change in the present system of recruitment is 
contemplated. 

Original Side, — No change in the present system of recruitment is con- 
templated. 

Mr« MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZs In view of the fact that there is no Muslim 
•tenographer in the Original Side, does the Government consider the desir* 
ability of reserving some posts for Muslims P 

Tha Hon’blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The proceedings 
of the I^egislature may be forwarded by me to the Hon'ble the Chief Justice. 
Connected with this question there was the difficulty about Miulim lawyers, 
litigants and the public with regard to the saying of their prayers on the 
Jumvia day. You may have a recollection that I made a statement on the 
floor of this House at the last Budget Session that 1 would take up the 
matter with the Hon’ble High Court. I am glad to say that in that matter 
the Hon’ble High Court has agreed to grant the prayer. This is the letter 
which the Registrar has written to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, dated the 28th July, 1942: — 

“Sir, — I am directed to refer to your letter No. — and its enclosures, 
regarding the suspension of business in this Court on Friday to enable the 
Muslim litigants, lawyers and officers of the Court to say their Juvvma 
prayer in congregation. In doing so, I am directed to say that in future on 
Fridays the Court will rise for the midday adjournment at 1 p.m. and resume 
at 2 p.m.” 

The Hon’ble High Court is responsive to the legitimate views of the 
Legislature. I propose to take up this matter with the Hon’ble High 
Court. Beyond that, I cannot give any further assurance because the High 
Court, as the honourable member is aware, is wholly in a peculiar position 
in the constitution of the province. 
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Ibr. H. 1. tUHRAWARDY: Ir the Hon'ble Minister aware that the 
old time between 1 and 2 was equiralent to standard time between 12 and 
1, and it was extremely d£Bcolt for the Muslims to say their Jumma prayer 
within that period of time? 


Th« Hon'ble Mr. PHAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall certainly 
consider the matter in consultation with my honourable friend who is also 
one of the honourable and learned members of the lepral profession like 
myself, but there is such a shifting of time in these days that it is sometimes 
difficult to forecast arrangements. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I may inform the Tlon’hlc Minister that 
owing to the going hack to the Bengal time, that difficulty has been 
re-solved ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am glad to know 

that. 


Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer (i/). will the 
Hon’ble Min ister be ])lea,se<] to state a hat aie tlie objections to the intro- 
duction of a competitive examination in making recruitments for these 
post.s ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: M> honourable 
frieml know.s that this is a matter in which information is obtained through 
the courtesy of the Hon’ble the Chief Justice. That information I have not 
seciireil from the Iloibble the t hief Justice. 


District Relief Committee in Noakhali. 

*23. Mr. FARHAD REZA CHOWDHURY; {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
any District Relief Committee wa.s formed in tl»e district of Noakliali to 
give relief to the |)eople who suffered on account of the cv clone and flood in 
May and June, 1941? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 the total amount collected; 

(it) the number of meetings held; 

(iiV) the name of person in charge of the cash; 

(ir) whMher the account has been audited and passed by the Com* 
mittee; and 

(v) whether any clothes were distributed, and if so, whether any receipta 
were obtained for the same? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramathi Nath Banerjee): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) R8.4, 004-7. 

(ii) Two. 

(iu) The Collector as l^reeident of the Relief Committee. 

{iv) Not yet. The account will be audited when the work if» closed. The 
receipt hooks issued to the members have been called for for purposes of audit. 

iv) Yes. Proper accounts have been kept. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for this unusual delay of over a year in auditing 
the accounts? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid I have 
not got tlie information in front of me, but these answers or most of them 
are held-over answers. I shall make an en(|uir\ into the matter. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how much (jf this amount has been given b.\ Covernment towards the 
relief of the district ? 

The Hon*blc Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not got the 

information. That is not the question. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Does the Relief Committee con>ist of 
officials and non-officials and, if so, how' many non-officials? 

. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The'^mswer is in 
the affirmative. 1 have got the official report of the Collect oV before me 
according to which he made efforts to set up a repre.sentative Committee 
consisting of members of different communities and parties irre.spective 
of political consideration. 

KhifI Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the amount spent by the Committee was sanctioned by the Com- 
mittee itself or it was spent under the <lirection of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That information 
is not before me. 

Mr. MIRZA AZDUL HAFIZ: Is it a fact that all the non-officials have 
been taken from those who support the Progressive Coalition Party? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, that is not 
tbo report before me. In these matters, as the honourable member is 
aware, I have to rely upon information* received from local officials. 
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KkUi BalMdur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the distribution of clothes was undertaken by uon-oflioial 
agencies or was done through recognised institutions and public bodies like 
nnioD boards y ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I believe the die- 

tributioii wa^ umlertukeii by dfiicial ajjfencv. On that point the report is 
rather va^.,nie. but lliat the general impression left on niy iniml. 


Agricultural loans to the distrassod people of Hajigan], Tippera* 

*24. Mauivi JONAB.ALI MAJUMDAR: UD Js the Hon hh Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Depaitinent aware — 

(/) that acute economic distress still prevails within the Ilujiganj police- 
station in the district of Tippera; 

(//) that the last (inmn patldy crop in several unions within the Ilajiganj 
police-station hu^^ lieen seriously damaged by a kind ol diseane 
called u/tni just before the harvest time; and 

(///) that the distressed cultivators of Iso. 2 Kabxho I’nion within the 
Jlajigauj police-station have submitted a p(*(ition to the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the I)ej>artment |yraying for agricultural 
loans and gratuitous relief on the 25th February, 19421^ 

1 5) If the answer to ia) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
\ye pleased to state whether Goveriiment are (onsidering the desirability of 
sanctioning agricultural loans to the jieople of the said area immediately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE S (a) (i) IMstress wee 
reported in some villages of this police-station. 

(ti) Jes,^*the crop was damaged to some extent in some villages in that 
polK’e-station. 

(ill) Yes. 

(b) A sum of lts.73,47H was distributed as agricultural loan and a 
further sum of Ks.2,000 is under distribution. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer (ti) (iijt 
will the Hon’ble Mini.ster lie pleu.scd to state \\hether he conteinjilates to 
take any steps so that this disease upra ma> not spoil or damage the paddy 
in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: M> honourable 
friend’s question refers to action. 1 shall consider the desirability of taking 
the step which he wishes the Government to take. 

Babu NARENDRA KARA VAN CHAKRABARTY : 

c^, titti ▼tOTTCT 
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m ^w’Ut Mr. PBAMATHA MATH BAMERJEE ; snt TTMm Tm 

m I 

Bibu narendraAiarayan CHAKRABARTY : ^ fvsmi 

I 5(it c5i^, w Rtfir I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The HoD’ble Minister should speak in 
English. 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I thought that 
I knew Bengali quite as well. 

The question of distribution is governed by certain specified rules and 
sometimes distribution is made through the agency of local authorities. But 
sometimes difficulties arise, and when difficulties arise they are met by the 
official stafi:’. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAB CHAKRABARTY: :rt^ 
f¥ a, 01 ws (7^ ^r?prtr3? 

M.L.A.m (Oii 

of^ M.L.A.?yr^ — (TFt^ ^ 

TTSTTl ^ ^‘1 7R^ I 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend lias referred to two questions, (hie is tlie (juestion of inclusion of 
local M.L.A.’s With regard to that point I certainly agree tliat local 
HX.A.’s should have a seat on the local (’oniinittee. The second question 
is the question of “ ^fAfi y? " that is, the (juestion of listening to what 
they say. They certainly should have a voice, but the voice need not neces- 
sarily be the final voice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether apart from the first part of his answer that tlie local M.L.A.’s 
should have u voice, Government should consider the desirability of issuing 
circulars asking the local authorities to consult the local M.L.A.’s 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Such circulars have 
been issued. But if there is any piims wish, that pious wish is sometimes 
offset by holy grief. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
explain the last part of his answer P 

Tho Hon’bli Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have nothing 
further to add. 
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Lmlng of Mfitor otiaiMMli in Swwnpw* suMIvtoioii, tftetrM Hlighly. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEAs (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Beyenue Department aware — 

(t) that the Aga Khal (a Khasmahal Khal in the Dankuxii Beel) anil 

other water channels in the Serampore subdivision in the Hooghly 
district have been leased out for fishery; and 

(u) that the lessees have placed fishing bars across the channels causing 

obstruction to the free flow of water? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps do the Govern* 
ment propose to take for free flow of water and making the channels fre^ 
from being silted up? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: {a) (i) Yes. 

(//) and ih) Ihe bars which the lessees j>lace<l across some of the channel# 
in contravention of the conditions of the lease ha\c since lieeii removed. 


Alleged misbehaviour of the Medical Ofllcerp Khulna Woodburn HoepitaJ. 

*26. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (o) Will the lloii’ble Minister in charge- 
of the Public Health and Local Self-tirovernment Department be pleased to 
state how long has Dr. N. (\ ('hakravarty been isisted at Khulna ns Medical 
Officer, Khulna Woodburn Hospital? 

* (b) If it IS a fact — 

(/) that a representation was made against his behaviour with the 
I>atients and the public; and 

(ii) that the Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal instituted 
an^ enquiry into them? 

, (c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of — 

(i) the said representation; and 
(/t) the findings of the eiHjiiirv? 

(</) If it is a fact that, subseijuent to the encjuirv, the Surgeon-General 
ordered transfer of the said Medical Officer from Khulna? 

(e) If so, will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said 
transfer order has been given effect to? 

(/) If not, what is the reason? 

MINISTER in charg# of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Baeu)r 

(<?) From the l^h December, 19-36. 

(b) Yes. * 

(c) (t) A copy of the representation is laid on the Library Table. 

(ii) The enquiry showed that the allegations were groundleee. 
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(d) ta (/) The transfer of the Medical Officer is overdue and the Surgeon-^ 
ileneral with the (Government of Bengal ordered his transfer, but it was 
4 inbse(iuently stayed on account of the illness of the Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s 
tfon who died later on. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased 
to state who enquired into tlie allegations*" 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: I presume the Civil 
Surgeon. 


Girls’ Madrasahs. 

*27. Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA: Will the Hoidble Minister iii 
•charge of the h>liuatioii Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the names of the r«‘eognised — 

(1) (jirN’ High Madrasahs, and 
(IM (iirl.H’ Junioi Madrasahs 
at ]U'eseiit (‘xisting in each district; 

(ii) the amount of — 

(II capital grant, 

(Ii) fill nit ure grant, and 
(d) monthly grant-in-aid 

giver to each institution, year by year, from March, 1937. up to 
date (for which figures are available); 

(til) the total number oi girls that passed — 

(I) the High Madrasah, and 
(LM li'nior Madrasah 

Examinations year b\ year from 1937 uj) to 1940; and 

iiv) the total number of girls that weie sent up lor Junior Madrasah 
Examination in 1941? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
SChan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (n and {tn Tw() statements furnishing 
the information are laid on the Library Talde. 

(iii) (1) Kii. 

(2) 1937 63 

1938 ... ... 66 

1939 96 

1940 137 


(tv) 142, 
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Mfi MIRZA ABOUL HAFIZS Will the Hon'lile Minisfer he pleased to 
state how many of tlie (jlils out of the 142 that were sent up for Junior 
Madrasah E-xamiii.ifiiiii (liis'eil in It>41 y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Witli retcieiu. to the .statements laid 
on the Library Table, it the ILm'ble Minister will kinill> reter tti the number 
of existing girls’ junior inatlrasahs. it will be seen that six are shown in 
the list, while as a matter of fact, there are other girls’ junior madrasahs 
exi.sting. I max tnention the lolagafi (iiiK’ .lunior Madrasah and another 
girls’ junior madras. ih at ( ‘lu»waripaia Will the lltm’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire whethei ilie statement plaetMl t>n the Librarx Table is 
correct or not y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, 1 will. 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Mmistei be pleased to 
consider the desirabilii \ ot |»n»viding adequate giants toi thi'se girls’ junior 
madrasahs not mentioned in tin* list and xxlneli haxe not >(*t got an.x grants 
from the (rox eminent y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 will 

e 

Exactions of the Ijardar of Midnapore Sadar Chat and Pichaboni ferryu 

*28. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL KHAN: (f/) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge ot thi* Communicat nuis and Works Department aware — 

(i) fhat‘the Ijardui ot (1) Mnlna|M)re Sadai- (that terrv, and (li) IMeha- 
boni ierrx in tin* district oi Midnapoie is exacting excess fare 
from the passengers ; 

(ti) that under the teniis ot the agreenieiil the Ijaidai is required to 
maintain sheds and keep lights at night on both sides of the 
terries; and 

(ii/) that he has made m» aiiangeinent tci sm h sheds and lights?' 

(/j) It the aii'-wer to w/ • in the allirmatixe, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleaseil to stale xxliat aiti*»n. it any, he jiroposes to take in the mutter? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamtuddin Ahmad): (f/i (n I am 

informed that complaints were made against Iioth the Ijardars to thi.s effect 
but none cotild be proved. 

(ri) I understand that the Ijardars of both the terries are. under the 
termg of the agreement, bound to maintain a shed on one or both sides us 
may be required. 
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The Ijardar of the Piciiaboni ferry is bound by the agreement to provide 
light on both sides, but the Ijardar of the Midnapore ferry is not so bound 
by the agreement. 

(in) My information is that the Ijardar of the Midnapore Sadar Ghat 
ferry maintains a shed on either side, while the Ijardar of the Pichaboni 
ferry maintains a shed on one side only according to the practice in vogue 
for the last 30 years. 

The Midnapore ferry plies only from sunrise to sunset but in case it plies 
after sunset, the boat has to carry light. The Pichaboni ferry is under 
the control of the Midnaj)ore District Board who have since provided lights 
at both ends of the ferry. 

(b) No action appears necessary in view of the reply to clause (in) 
above. 

Expenditure for the oounsete appointed in Daoca Riots Enquiry Committee. 

•2®. Mr^ 8YED ABDUL MA«liD: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Home I>ei)artnient l>e pleased to state — 

(o) the names of the counsels ap}M)in(ed to rc])resent (lovernment 
l>etore the Dacca (’ommunal Kucjuiry C'ommittee; 

(b) the huiiiIkm' of sittings before which the counsel appeared; 
tc) the iwriod during which the Enquir\ wav held ; and 
{(I) the amount paid to ea( h of the counsels by way oi — 

(1) fees, 

{2) daily all(»wance, and 
(3) travelling allowance, 

(to Ih* stated seinirately for each ol the counsels) up to date? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (o ) and (c/ » The hcucourable member is referred to 
(i) and (//) of the repl> given to iinstaned question No. 8b, dated the 25th 
March, 1942, by Mr. Sababe Alum during tlie budget session of the 
Assembly. 1942. The amounts shown as travelling allowance for Messrs. 
J. N. Mazumdar ami S. M. Murshed include Ks. (Uiti as daily allowance 
drawn by eacli. 

(6) Total nuinl)er of sittings of the Committee — 122. 

1 have no information if each counsel attended all the sittings. 

(c) The enquiry was held fiom the 2nd June, 1941, to the 17th January^ 

1942. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this counsel, Mr. S. M. Murshed. is his nephew? 


Thf Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is an ofBcial secret! 



1942.t QUESTIONS. lU 

iahadur Maulvi AULAO HOttAIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Ministw be pleased to state whether the report of the Dacca Riots Enquiry 
Committee has been circulsted amongst the raenibers of the Legislature? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think that this has 
been circulated. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is ready to circulate it amongst 
the members of the Legislature, as is ordinarily done in e%’ery case^ 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A* Ka FAZLUL HUQ: The report covers a very wide 
field, and the recommendations, major or minor, amount to over oO. All 
these recommendations are being considered in respective departments, and 
after they have been collectively considered in the Cabinet the rej>ort will be 
circulated. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon ble Minister has 
referred to unstarred question No. 8(), dated 2oth March, 1942, in which 
the expenditure put down was not the final amount paid to the counsel. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any other amounts were paid 
after the statement made in connection with unstarred question No. 801^ 

• Tha Hon’bia Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot obviously answer 
that question offhand. If I am given notice, I will find it out. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In view of the fact that in the answer 
referred to here he could not give the total amount for each counsel, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why he did not take care to give 
the totaf expenditure? 

Tha Hon’hia Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: I will give the information if 
it is required. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when were the appointments of counsel, advcx^ates and 
pleaders as referred to in question {a) made and by whom? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ : It was some time before the 2nd 

June, 1941. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate date by which the various recommen<latious 
of the Committee are likely to receive consideration of the Cabinet? 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That depends on various cir- 
cumstances. If things remain normal, disturbances do not increase, and we 
are allowed to function properly, 1 do not think it will take more than two 
months. 
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Khilf Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Miniflter be* 

pleased to state the number of years’ practice put in by Mr. Mazumdar and 
Mr. Murshed P 

The Hon’blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot ijive the inf(»nnation 
offhand. Mr. Muzumdar is a cf)unsel of at least more than 21) years’ stand- 
injf and he is Standing' (’ounsel of (jrovernment at the present moment. As 
regards Mr. Murshed he, I think, has put in more than three years’ practice, 
but he is already in tlie to]) rank of the profession. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: AVill the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the daily fee drawn by Mr. Murshed and wdiat was 
the total amount taken b\ Mr. Murshed as daily feeP 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He has said that he will give that answer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for the payment of the same amount of Rs. 0(16 as fees 
both to a counsel of 20 years' standing and to a counsel of three years’ 
standing P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The amount of fees which 
counsel receives does not depend on the numbei of years' practice. It 
depends on the personal qualities of the counsel. 

Expenditure for the Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee. 

•30. Mr. A. M, A. HAMID: (ni Will the Hon'ble Minister m charge 
of the Home l)e])artmcnt l»e pleased to state uheiher there i^ any provision 
in the budget tor the \eais l!)4l-42 and liH2-4'j for the Dacca Riot Enquiry 
Committee P 

{b) If St), will the Hon’ble Minister be jtleu'ied to stale — 

(i) the amount paid as allowances to the memi)ers of the Tribunal; 

(//) the miTiie and the amount paid us lees U) eaeh — 
tl) Counsels, 

(2) Advocates, and 
td) Pleaders 

engaged iu the said Committee ; and 

(i/i) the amount of other incidental charges, if anyP 

Thi Hoft'Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: to) A provision of Rs. 1,56, 500 
has been made iu the revised estimate for 1941-42. No provision has bean 
made in the budget for 1942-43. 
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(by{u) The honoimible member is refeiTed to the answer given to (»> 
and (n) of imstaired question No. 86, dated the Sfith March, 1942, hy 
Mr. Sahabe Alum during the budget session, 1942. 

(6) (i) and (???) The total expenditure up to the end of February, 1942> 
is : — 

Allowances — Its. 6,650-14. 

Incidental charges, i.e., l*uy of establishments, their allow'ances and 
Contingencies — Rs. 12,058-7-0. 

Mstllvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8S ill the H(»n‘ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it i.s because Mr. Murshed is his nephew that he was engaged 
as a law\er and given lat fee.s i' 

Th6 Hoil’bla Mr, A. FAZLUL HUQs The appointment was made by 
the previous Government which was controlled by the honourable members 
opposite. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Hon hie Minister has said that 
the payment of fees was ina<le f»n account of personal qualifications. Will 
he be pleased to state if j^ersonal (jualificat ions ijiclnde personal relation- 
ship Y 

. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No; it does not. Ma> I mako 

one point clear*' It i^ nci u^^e pursuing this point. You all know that 
Mr. Murshed i" one ot the most brilliant advocates of the High Court. 
(Laughter . ) 

Mr. 8YEP ABDUL MAdID; Will the Ilon'hle Minister be plea.sed tf> 
state it «t is not a fact that the j>art\ tlien in power ''U])porting Government 
passed a lestdiition demanding the discharge of the two a<lvocafes and urged 
upon Gr)verninent to have the ca.se conducted h} the I'uhlic Prosecutor and 
the Government Pleader of Dacca I*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a fact that the matter wan 
decided hy Sir Naziniuddin. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Miiiistei he pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. MursheiPs uork was very much appreciated by 
tbe members of the Committee i" 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is a fact 

Mr. NI8MiTHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HorPble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whose nephew Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas was, appointed itt 
Sujata Roy's case? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 



* atrasTioifsi: 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwm to wluch were kid on tlie taMe) 


Defaloitioiis m 0(H»perative Societies in Ctiittagong. 

13. Miulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charf^e of the Oo-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Departm^t be 
pleased to state the names of the Co-operative Societies in the district of 
Chittagong where defalcations were detected in course of last seven years? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideased to state how many criminal 
eases were started in this connection, and with what result? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Nuhem Ali Khan): ( a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) Six. Four failed, one settled amicably and one is pending. 

Statement referred to in reply to chiusc {a) of vn$tarred question No. 13. 

(1) Cox’s Bazar Urban Co-operative Bank Limited. 

(2) Cox’s Bazar Union Urban Bank Limited. 

(3) Noapara-Guzra Urban Co-o[)erative Bank Limited. 

(4) Dabua Co-operative Bank Limited. 

(6) Zorawarganj Urban Co-operative Bank Limited. 

(6) Lharala-Kanungoepara Urban Co-operative Bank. 

(7) Burba Sakimra Joutha Bank. 

(8) Anwara Joutha Bank. 

(9) Azimpur Banskhali Joutha Bank. 

(10) Mohamuni Co-operative Bank Limited. . * 

(11) Patiya Urban Co-operative Bank Limited. 

(12) Chittagong Baidya Brahmin Co-operative Bank Limited. 


SttfMiNli to Soliidulad OoMc ttiidcntt. 

14. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount allotted for stipends to the Scheduled Caste stud^nta in 
1941-42; 

(it) the amount jiiud to each division of the Province for the purpose; 
(m) the amount paid to each college of the Rajshahi Division; and 
(iv) the amount that was paid to the Ist year student (Arts and Scienoi)"^, 
of the Rajshahi Division? 
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, ! it -aiact that atudents ^ssing the Matric ^samiuation in the 3rd 
milsioii are nf>t eligible for the stipend P 


\{a)'If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative 
(fering the desirability of relaxing the rule, if 


, is the Hon’ble Miaister 
any P 


Hofl’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 

the member refers to college stipends.) 


(It is presumed that 


(«) </■) In 1941-42 an amount of It.s.IK.tKHl has l)oen allotted for collet© 
stipends. ® ' 

()i) f’ollege stipends are given on the l.asi.s of eligibility of students and 
not on a divisional basis. 

(ti?) (1) Kangpur Carmichael College, Hs.8S8. 

(2) Bogra A. H. ('ollege, Rs.812. 

(3) Pabna College, Bs.lGS. 

•* (4) Cooch Behar College, ICs.GG. 

(5) Bajshuhi College, Ks.33G. 


(iv) K8.288. 

ib) Yes. 

(c) Itule 9.4 tr) <il the S<liolarships and StiiH-nds Rules has already been 
relaxed in case of Scheduled Caste pupils, 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: With rei(*rt*nce to answer 
(a) (7). will the Hon Me Minister be pleased to state whether the sum of 
R.s. 18,000 was iHlequute for college stipends to the Scheduled Caste 
students P 

(The J^on’fde Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim began to read out the 
printed auswei to unstaiTed (juestion No. 14.) 


DEPUTY SPEAKER: You need not read out the answer, as it is 
an" unstarred question. Please reply to Bai Sahib Anukul (^lundra Das’s 
question. 


Thf Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: What is his question P 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DASs My question is that the sum of 
Rs. 18,000 was inadequate for college stipends to the Scheduled Caste 
itudents. 

TIm lloii’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Rs. 18,000 was not 
X)nsidered inadequate. 

Sabu K8HETRA NATH SINChA: With reference to answer (a) (n), 
^i^the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government would look to 
yjjw backwardness of the Depressed Classes and allow stipends to the 
on a divisional basis P 
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Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKERS That is a request for action ^nd not a 
question. 

SilNl MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether, in view of the extreme poverty of the Scheduled Caste 
people of this Province, Government is considering the desirability of 
relaxing the rule further, so that Scheduled Caste students passing in the 
third division may get scholarships and stipends in colleges!^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahachir M. ABDUL KARIM: That question has been 
substantially answered in (r), viz., “Rule yd(r) of the Scholarships and 
Stipends Rules has already been relaxed in the case of Scheduled Caste 
pupils”. 

Mrs He 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 1 do not think 
that there is anything in the rules which prevents an Hon’ble Minister from 
reading out the answer to an unstarred question. If there is an Hon’ble 
Minister who does md know the difference between a starred and an 
' unstared question, can we suddenly stop him at the reijuest of his 
colleagues K 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of onler. 

Admission of students in Rangpur Normal School. 

18. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon hi Minister in 
charge of the Education De|>artmeut l>e pleased to state — 

(a) the nunilM'r of students admitted into the Rangpur Normal School 

in 1939, 1940 and 1941 ; 

(b) the number of them that are— 

(i) Muslims, 

(ii) Caste Hindus, and 

(ill) Scheduled Castes; and 

(c) whether the ratio for each community was observed at the time of 

admission I' 

Tht Hon’Ma Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) and (b) A state- 
ment is laid on the Table. 

(c) Yes, 

iStotomea: referred to in reply to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred question No, 15, 


Year. 


Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Caatee. 

Total 

1939 

. , 

15 

14 

2 

31 

1940 

, , 

.. * 8 

10 

3 

21 

1941 


15 

11 

3 

29 
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MIRM ABOUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (c), wilf the 
Hon'blc Minister be pleased to state whether the ratio for each community 
that is observed is on the basis of the district population P 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is this ratio observed in all the districts 
of West Bengal also? (an he guarantee that? 

Tha Hon*bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for notice, 

Babu K8HETRA MATH SINGH A: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the (ioverninent is aware that the Hindu ratio in the district 
of liangpur is more than 80 per cent, and will (he Government in future 
observe this ratio in the selection of Hindu candidates? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware of 
that. If tliut is so, I shall look into the question. 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what ratio was observed in the ca.se of a^linission of students from 
different classes in that district? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I ask for iiotioe. 

Babu MAOHU8UOAN 8ARKAR: Sir, from the figures supplied, it ii 
very difficult to find the ratio due to each community. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already naked 
for notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the policy of comiiiunal ratio is based on the whole 
province or district by district? 

Tha Honlila Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: On the province m 

a whole. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Therefore am I right in understand* 
ing that when questions are asked with regard to ]>articuiar districts they 
have no meaning? 

Th# Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is only observed 
on the provincial basis. This much I can tell you at present. 
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Debt Settlement Beards in Oaoca. 

16. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the (’o-operative Oredit and Kural Indebtedness Department be pleased to 
Ftate — 

(li) the total mniiber of Debt Settlement Boards in Dacca district; 

(/;) the number of them that are represented by Scheduled Caste mem- 
bers ; and 

(r) what steps the (iovernment propose to take for including: members 
of the Scheduled Castes in those Boards where the memliers of 
Scheduled Castes do not exist? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: {a) 211 

including: 24 Special Boards. 

(h) Go. 

(c) Whenever vucaiicy occurs due consideration is given tor increasing 
the numlier ol Scheduled (’aste members. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state tlie reasons why more than Gb boards were not represented 
by Sfdieduled Caste members ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: It is the 

loial officials, Subd ivisiona) Oflicers and Cinle Othcers, who suggest the 
names and wImo'c suitable members from the Scheduled Castes are available, 
we accept them. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: In answer to (c) it has been stated that 
Government will consiiler the i|uestion of increasing the number of Scheduled 
Caste membeis, when vacancies occur. AVill the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether by this the number of Scheduled Caste members 
will increase or not? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Certainly 
it will increase. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: AVill the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many have already been increased from the time the answer was 
given ? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: It is only 
at the time of reconstitution of Boards new members can be substituted or 
when a meml>er resigns or dies a substitute can be taken in. Unless and 
until Boards are reconstituted. Government do not get the opportunity to 
add to the Sclieduled Caste members. 
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Iff* RASIK LAL BISWASs la it or ia not a fact that GovernDieut haa 
not issued any mandatory instructions as yet to the officers responsible for 
these nominations to nominate more Scheduled Caste members!^ 


Tfm Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAtHEM ALI KHAN: Oh, yes. 

Government not only now but for a long time past from tlie time of my 
predecessor, Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick, liave been insisting on more 
nominations being made from the Scheduled Caste memberH. 


Refusal of permiseion to hold a cultural oofiforenoe to Aid to Soviet Sooioty 

at Rangpur. 

17. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dejuutinent be )>leaHe<i to state wlodher it is a fact that 
the District Magistrate of Hangpur lias refused permission to the Secretary, 
Aid to Soviet Society, to hold a ciiltnnil confeience at UangpurP 

{(>) If the answer to (</) is in the aflirmati\e. will the Hon’lde Minister 
be jileased to state the rea.son thenfor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: to) Yes. 

(h) The permission was refused because the organisers (ould not give a 
satisfactory guarantee that the cultural <‘onfcren(e would not be used for 
flaking harmful communist propaganda. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With ntcrcnce to answer (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what he considers to be a harmful 
communist jiropagandu as distinct from helpful eomnninist propaganda P 

Th^JHon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to say. The 
matter must be left to the discretion of district authorities. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whut he means by “barmful ’P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the honourable 
member more than the diitionary definition. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is aware of the activities of tlic orgunisaiion 

concerned in the district of KangpurP 

The Hon’bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, I am not. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister ba 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that the organisation in (|uestion waf 

carrying on propaganda to conduct the war effort in favour of Govemmenl 
but by the conduct of local officials that propaganda has been practically 
stopped P 
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Th 0 Hoii'M* Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say either iray. The ^ 

district authorities must know if the statement of the honourable member 
is a fact. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROV: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to take 
the responsibility for the conduct of district authorities in this connection 
or will he plead ij^norance and just pass it on to the shoulders of district 
authorities Y 

Tht Mr# A* Ki FAZLUL HUQ: I um prepared to take the 

responsibility for the action taken by district officers. 

Mr. H. a. SUHRAWAROY: In iprnorance Y 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, but in these matters 
of detail almut grunting or refusiii|? permission, we must depend on local 
authorities as my friend knows from personal experience. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is so. The words “harmful com- 
munist propa^randa” ou^^ht to be explained by the Ilon’ble Minister on the 
floor of this House when the question has been asked. He must acquaint 
himself with facts which led the District Magistrate to refuse permission. 

Th# HOfl'blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The su^j^estion has been made 
that 1 should look into this matter and I have a^rreed. 


Country spirit shop vendors. 

18. Mr. JAG AT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister 

in charj^e of the Kxcise and Forest De])artment be pleased to state — 

(<) the present number of — 

(1) excise shops, and 

(t?) country liqu(»r shops held by the — 

Muslims, 

(^ttste Hindus, and 
Scheduled Castes; and 

(iri whether the communal ratio rule is observed in jrrantinj? licences 
for such shops? 

(h> If the answer to (o) is in the negative, \iill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reitson therefor? 


MtNI8TER in ohtrge of tht FORE8T tiid EXCI8E DEPARTMENT 
0lN floiPbIt Mr. Uptndra Nath Rtnntn): (a) (t) A sUtement h laid on 
4t Table; 
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(•0 an4 (6) A fair representation of all conununities has always heea 
in view. Orders have lately issued that in districts where the representa- 
tion of any community is disproimrtionately small, siiecial consideration 
should be given to its claims in accordance with the Communal Ratio Rules 
for services. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) fi) of unstarred question No. 18. 

Country Drug shops, 
spirit shops. 

Muslims . . 86 273 

Caste Hindus . . . . 447 819 

Scheduled Castes . . . . 255 184 

Mfa MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state what was the basis for the distribution of exidse shops P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENORA NATH BARMAN: 1 (an not say what 

was the principle that wu.^ lollowed during the long jiast. During the 
present Ministry, we have been ob.serviug the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: What wa.s the principle that was followecl? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I cannot answer that 
qjiestion. I cannot be held responsible for what (ioveruinent did in the 
past. 

Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: In answer to {a) {ii) and (h) it is stated that a 
fair rejiresentation of all communities has always be(*n in view. Will tlie 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Hindus and Muslims have 
got sho];gji according to the ('ommunul Ratio l{ul(‘s in all the districts of 
Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: They have not got 
dp till now. But we have acc(‘pt(‘d the principle and have asked the officers 
to observe the Communal Ratio Rule.-* when future vacancies occur. That 
is all I can say at present. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the H on’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if in the distribution of excise shops the (‘ommunal ratio rules for 
Services or ratio of some other kind are observed P 

The Hofi^ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; The ratio rulea for 
WrvicM .re observed. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the lion ’hie Minister Ik- pleased to 
Jtete if ia view of the apparent disprufMiriionate position of the various 
daiumunitiies in the matter of excise shops the distribution was based on 
fa^V^ouritism and jobbery or on the efficiency of the applicants f 
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The HonWe Mr. UPENDRA MATH BARMAN: I cannot say what wag 

done in the past. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of reserving the future vacancies for 
parti(;ular communities with a view to their reaching the requisite communal 
j)roportion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I think I cannot do 
that, because the number of vacancies that occur in a district in a year are 
very small and if they are reserved for particular communities absolutely, 
there may be departmeiiial difficulties. Hut so far, in my orders I liave said 
that where the representation of any community is disproportionately small 
that community will get preference. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is it not a fact that the 
Muhammadans generally are not enthusiasts for liaving licences of country- 
spirit shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; That, I understand, 
was the reason why there lias been a paucity of Muslims in this line. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of privilege, Sir, and I claim 
the privileg'e of an ordinary memWr of tlie House. Although the last 
session of the Assembly went oNer quite a long period, hundreds of questions 
are remaining outstanding. These are being answered in driblets, but I 
believe not a single question of this session has yet l)een answered. This 
session is not likely to last for any length of time and T do ask you to take 
steps to see that not only old (luestions but new questions as well are an.swered 
before the session expires. You were pleased to observe, Sir, that you had 
authority over the Ministers to compel them to answer questions. I cauncA 
but, with great respect to the (’hair. Sir, differ from such ruling. I think 
you have considerable authority; otherwise, the House is without protection, 
for it would really come to this that if the Hon’ble Ministers continue to 
preserve their majority in this House they can afford absolutely to ignore 
all wishes of the honourable members and may even refuse to answer a single 
question. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The whole position is this. As regards old „ 
questions I believe we have dealt with some of them and possibly we will 
give more replies tomorrow. With regard to new questions I may inform 
the House that we are pressing the Government to give their replies and 
as soon as these will come they wdll be replied to. Replies given so far 
relate to old questions. We are disposing of ten starred questions and six 
nastarred questions every day, and I have given full one hour for questiona 
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evei7 day and today it has exceeded one hour. I shall try iiiy beat to 
persuade Government to send in as many replies as possible without the 
least delay. 

Mr* K« 8HAHABUDDIN: I should like to know the fate of juy short- 
notice question. It concerns honourable members of this House, partit'ularly 
the Chief Whip and the General Se<‘retary of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s 
^roup, who have been arrested. That is a very important i[uestioii. May 
I expect an answer shortly!" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We sent your question lo the Department 
concerned and wc arc expct tin^ a reply. More than tliat I cannot say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As re«:ards the point raised by 
my friend, Mr. Sulirawardy, I would assure him tliat we fully realise the 
importance of the sjitement made by hifii. W i* an‘ makin^^ earnest attempts 
to furni.sli the answers rccjuircd, but I think the ordinary rule is that these 
questions must be licld o\er till the old qucstioiiN are answered. But I may 
tell the House that we have no objection to the (juestions bein^ taken out of 
turn. If in an} matter tin Gp])osition have any ^Tievance W(‘ shall be ^•rate- 
ful if that matter is brou^fht to the notice of the Chief Whip when we shall 
certainly jrive oui attention b) them. 

• As regards the specific question raised by 3ilr. Sbahabuddin re^ardinjr 
the arrest of two Con^»-ress members under the Defenci* of India Uul(*s, I 
want to tell the House that these (juestions raise certain issues which cannot 
be made clear or placed before the House unless certain circumstances 
intervene. There are many matters which under the present emer^H*ncy cannot 
be made ki»)wn to the public, but as rejrards the quest if»n itself we can 
certairf^ jrive the information that is wanted. If my frieinl insists I will 
see that an8wei*s are ^iven but before I do so 1 shall have to obtain the 
information from the departnumt; ami unless there is anything objectionable 
in making the disclosure, the information will be given. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I may tell the Hon'ble the (’hief Minister 
that I do insist on having a reply. 

Non-official Mombors’ Rosoluttons. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Das Gupta, I have adraittetl your 
resolution but it requires, I think, slight amendment. You may add the 
words “of fbo<lstuff and other essential commodities” after the words “control 
over prices^’. 

81« NANENORi) NATH DAB CUPTA: I agree to your amendment^ 
Sir. 



mSFFiCIU 


[IStb Sm,, 

Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of opiDion that control over* 
prices of foodstuSsy piecegoods and other essential commodities be exercised 
forthwith in consultation with the representatives of trades, production and 
consumers; and facilities of public co-operation in this matter be made more 
effective and easier in urban as well in rural areas and the system of 
issuing permits to traders, dealers and other agencies be at once discontinued 
all over the province, so that there may he free flow of trade and commerce 
with consequent greater availibility of articles by consumers. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8CUPTA: Mr Deputy Speaker 
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^ ^ Permit System ^ fTO I Permit 

System ^ ^ Magisrtate 

TftOT permit C*R, Subdivisional Officer ^ permit | ^ 

I^ermit (?f ? a W:^ ^ 00 ^ *JJ^, 

c>)t ^v*? c«rcT ^ tin vji, (.^wnft^ 

vc^ 00 permit fi(l^ 5?;?, (TTl^ ^ I (7R? 

C^^pR C^R PPl^ 'StCT (RR^‘ VC?I S Controlled price i] | pRC^ 
vc<f Controlled priceii, (MV^ V/R Controlled priceij | 

'art^n >ii^* ^ 1 * 57 ;^ 

C^ m ; hotel I il^ fvpR 

^ j)ermit ^btRTS permit ^ ^Ttfif Rtf|, 

C^ Government Pl^»t OT War Fund ^ btFI *f( S ; TO I War Fund 
^t*fl pTR^ C*R I <;[7irt6R RtT^ War Fund ^ l^TR I 

War Fund *rt S 1 C^ (7PR Rt2(tCw< 

(7f«rt7R VC5^ ^!7R^ 5Rl, ^ ^ VCR I 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: On a point of order. c=^pj i)^ 

C*RR^?SPr CRtefR? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Minister of Commerce. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : SpT c^m ? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER I Dr. Mookerjee is taking notes. 

Mr, 8URENDRANATH BISWAS : CTTR RCR^ '5(HRfRI Rl 

# * 

OTsrft fyfir'S I 

81. NARENDRA MATH DA 8 CUPTA : 4 ^ ^<n JUiT j|c«r 

jCTRi WC5R I ^•»fc«i jrf? ctr f%f >< 11 ^,— 

^ thefttre 5 Tl o’! ^'SfRl, tsft'CSI '3t?r'9 #t>n I i2f <<1^ (5^ 

C^TTtfiR CSiT 'SK’f yC^I 1%s( ?il Bt? ^ I 4«fi! 

liH? 5lfl %? (?! 'il^ IN C^ilt^ ItoI C’t'1 IflC^ I (?! JItra 

<$105 ’rtc?! »fipn '5fit «fir5 1 >5^ <IT5 ^IW'S 

58 »ni’mii 'jubsh ftTsf^n »ff w-sft.'s la’R ^ ^nip w *t*iB 

few? m?ff»R c^5i Jrt Nn Tre 5TOJ i.’if "Jiisn sns «rt (?f® 

•T’f tl^l 4^ TIT ? TkT^ Tt5f It ? 3i ijQT 'ilT cTT CTtTtftT CiM TTtTt®! 
IftlT Tn Ttn. TtlTI Ttn. CBK TN »rtT5 fT#t ?ITW I 'TtfaT Jflft I 

TW, 4T; TfiH 4TTtT pennit frCT TtlT, 'StTl TJ CTTTlT cT permit »fn 9 
TT TI ^ CTBTtT permit^ *mr | '5tT TlTt, CT >a3«f5l 5t«n ^ ^ Tti 

<TPl *11*1 VI'S *nCT =0 W ^ CTtT ITT -im «'9TlT9 CTtT O# I T5[ 
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I price control 

ct c^ ^ i^t? I t*f4i c^ a 

5M ft *TO‘ ’Ttl^ 1^ ^ i?t^ I ^1 CT 

3Ttl^ frm C^^ftr^ control loci price rate ?’cin 

^ (7r4t^ c=^*rti:^ rWi? rwu ^ 

c^ ? (?F3R ^ rcFg: ? ryt'; ^1^3 c^ c? 

Pn:^ Ispahani (’o. | {.^l^ttr^ price control c^ ; rTfs^pf 
<tTTft, ^1 ^ Citv51 ^1 Ispahani (’o.. Shaw Wallace (’o. ^14^? 15^5^ 

fiRC^ price controli]^ pp^, ^ vr^ ^ fTOi. 

police C^, Magist.ate c=T^, control (A voice : si^l lij^ 

Government unde:\£i ?) (Mr. S. Schrawardv : c^l) 

rc^n ?t^Pi ^rfVft r\^, 

^155?” 5Trp?5T^ ■5t<n ^ 

Pf*^ ^«iO^ I ^ — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You are entitled to 8|H‘ak for half an hour. Will 
you kindly conclude your 8 ]khx‘Ii us early an )K)HHihle ? 1 am only HUggenting to 
you that if it is poHsible for you to finish your siH'wh early, it will he h**lpful, 

• 8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8CUPTA: I shall try to finish as early as 
possible hut it is a very imfiortant subject, ijflfst C*I 

Co^ ^ C'V^ Gl enf 

^ ''3^^ Ol f^RTRTi C’tr^ ^PTS 

^lFt=?R, 3T3W Company (TT^ (71^ 

^ijn ^rrpf 

(laughter) I (TTWl (?I I 

^ 'Spp ^ ^ fefWTTl 

^ft*T 4t?r, C*^R4 ^RTTS ^ I C'^'dl C^ (TT^ tpffff 'il^ fwPv ^TT9 

TE dll^ tf4^1^ (71^ c.^^1 fbfwtil ^fCW? j oil 

fefvnr oomriTi c^wi f^rni ^ 4tr^ (a voice : ^ i c^ 
^ — Shaw Wallace A Co., Ispahani A Co., I 'iTtnn 

^»rtCW, '3*^ ?TC ^ T5TU5 ^tf?n7R, '3^ ^tlTR I (A Member 

OF THE Opposition : I ) 9!fprtCT^ C^ ’PTTO TCM? 

* f%^, (TTW^fl C^ I (Mr. H. S. Schkawardy ; CTiTrar *r55 W?Pf 

^JanTT^ ^srfC^ I TTHH TTR^ dii c^ f^f^N (71*0 *rti:^ fV^ ^TCT, 

nr 3 Shn c»r4tc^ i ^ fV r TFtwfj twt 

^ Ff5T c^ c-^fsT 1 ^rffir ^ifintOTf ^ i 4f5ni*t 

c^ Ttvfj TfBTf? ii«t bT^ crfrcT c^«(Tir c*^ cw i ^ tot »tcw ^sfonr ui 
8t9r TOf »n:«F ’rt^ ^ fl^r c’l^^tcn ^finfcM c«it¥i4^ 
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mUf 1^ fW^CS ^0^ ^ I price oontrol«4I tW ftF< 

CH ^ItW^ control 6^ fipi VCi^ ^ItW ^ fTOf 

^fintcsf I ^ c*r^ ^ CT iM-ice 

0 <mtroM^r ^JTT IV I fVJlTO: C^ permit system (?f 

Government^? fVr? fV*itvo 5T?, ^?T?*t t«11#(.^ ^ fV?CT5 J 

fVi c^ (7f<ftC5T ^ m ?Tfen c^ir^n ?t?i fi woy? 

ij;ffm 5 T 3 T fV^^ ? 461 ^ atcsn fV ^?? c’rti ^fk'r? ^ 

Of<Jtr^ ^C?, *ftft ^?C5 ^T?T, C?t? ^C? I ?FVfl C? 

c? permit 'il^ permit systemtij? tk^ *ft^5n fV ? '^TriTk?? 

(?rc»f 'ii^ ^ »5TWa ?m'’ i 5i^ c^?r 

(?^ ?<f? ( 7 f^ Government price control TT? ^]tWt« ^ 
C^'C’f, Tfcw permit system, vi]?* Government OflScials, 

?t?i i fefVnr wg ?Tt<lt?c^ ^ c»it ?k?? ; 

c^r ;5Ttwt? oar? csr^ ??r? ?t*5Ttr^ i ?tr?? <tr3?r? 

^frirtm 1 '^rtr^, “^‘^n wrf^i m, ?t^r^ ?t?” i 

wtc^ snft c?rtr?i i ?t:?T? c?t^ 1 ?fT? c?^r*ti 

?<*>?? C? ?t§^ ft? ®?TORi', ^ ^??t? ^ ??? ?J5? ?1^ 

ft? ?ftr?r??, ?tN?T? c?t^ cv5r?fe«T c? ft? s^tror? r? fstrR^, 

'ii?^ fV?c? I ft? Tr?f^c?? fV ? ??? ^:r?vc?? ^c<?r 

?i c? ^?t? ?tf‘trvT? ?rf??rt? frc^, — fwr?fVf?f?M? 

?FC?ftC5R I ^ C?^ ft? ^mir? fm ft? ^^FtlTRR? ?? ^*f? f^?JR 

^?fe, vrt? Clive Street.i]? tTot? ^Ttr^ ; ^5TOT ?®^R ^ 

fVj c?^; fVi ^r?t fV ^F?c^ ’'tm ?i, (7^ fh) '^rcniR? ?*fR]T5T? 

?[^??*f ?^? ’*TTW vU^ permit system^^F ?!•?! C?r^ «J? ?T? OT? ? (Avo'^oe : ^jt?l 

ft? ?” r? ^ I ) 

«?? C^ <4^ f?C? permit system I 'flft? <4^ fTOT permit system 
fTORI, f%?t? ?t*5Tt? ?ft-?^ ??r? ?lt?tOf? ^ 51^5 c??, — C? permit system 
4CTO 4 cft?n-%ir*f? ?Tt^ I 4?? 2fH cw cft?n f?c? 
fVf ?'1^ ^ fV^^? ; ?i ?tr? 

^ 'ert? ^?t c?^ I ^ ???^-f??t?? 4 ?; 51 ??ci wtft ?i, 

4 ?: f :?twr?? ^ 1 , (.? c? (TRt^ c??*^ ^? c? ^ ?i 9 cm^ 

4?* ?t?i y?i cw liffir? c??*t ’ITT? ^5t?t^ ?r^os ^ ?9 ?r^ift? 

ft? I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please don’t speak anything about the war. 

•). MARENDRA HATH DAtCUPTA: '.fift ; c’rt ^IC^? ^«tWl*l 
Wl w't’in-ftW’l ’Ffflt »fmi C.1CT l ’rmi W >a. i permit ^t* C5ft¥l- 
^*l«l‘l ’Wl*l ; <?t> permit '.We CnlTBi ptF =WC*n I >R«I ^t^«n f 
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cwn ff ^ ^ Nn m. 'wi «i 

^ I ^5 tax U«r6fll ifW (?lt^ *n%TI 

’fJi I 4 ^1 ^ (?i-n f^i ^smtf ^ »n> r 

^1 c^'^F1-f^l«f TOT ^ ; 41^ C7Tl»n denial area ; W^"K 

wt^it^i ^ ^ ^t5i^ vD? fvf^i^ (y\i^ i^fa, nfhps mr^ 

?fvi ^t? ^71 1 c^r? ?ii ^ 

'umi ; 2 m I fV7 

cvtiT srfw rftw, f%5l^ cv(r7 rftr ^ ftf 

^ c<4i7 'Bimi ’fCBF 5it5fa oir firfir*r 

m (.Rfl C^*n (TT 2,tfe <ni1 I Jyyijj 

*lti^ ^ ^ ^n, cn^^ ^«r« ?it^?n ^ifi 

csitTi oFT^f ^ «fj? c’Ntic^q — mm 

(T^Q^n 5tTO, CTT^ ^'>fT?, tfofe *ft^ ^ 

(71 ^artTTOT rro^. ^,»r fvi 

c^ THT'^rrr^ c^ (tt^^ c’n^i ?iiRt i (Tfr^i 

^ C'^fr.?T, ’TCV >liw C^>Ft^ "itOT C^ ftiST, 

^ yi:TR5 1 c^ m <hii5i . ^ r?7T m -^w iTrft 

(?rmH ^5tr’=^ (Xt^] ^ I ii’f cvc^r 

^ ^FifrTic^ I "iii* cmijtfln^ g^ Ttc^ c^ 

njF'5t'-J^ denial area^ ^rcifi gCTO. ^ I msm denial 

area^ C? ^fl^l ^'t TTTI 

Mffl lYED ABDUL MAJID: On a point of order, Sir. I ihink the honour-^ 
able meinheP is speakin^^ on Kesohition No. 1, hut he is discusaing the Denial 
policy^f the Oovemment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. He is quite relevant. 

SJ. NARENDRA RATH DASBUPTA : 7«n (71 -U^ ^OTl (TflTt^fil m VIW 

TtontT C7T^ C7t^ <ii^^i i>wm frm, vaiitc^ 

slcsfT sM Tisn m StTi i og^ <71 Ptc^nr ^<wf ^ y^in» tj;nm 7 tT<# c^fm 

uSff permit eystemij ij mn fTTS? C¥^ T (7^71 m 

Vil^ltft? (.TO (TTVarr COMt^ <4^ iftpn ^^'wi I ^ 

Mr. H. I. 8UHRAWARDY: g*t5 6t7i c7t«mr, c^ ft^TO ? 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DASCUPTA: u^5t3m(3 c^ftTr^ WITTY g*tF 

itm gtc5R‘; *rfwR:«f« gtTTR; cmrc^ lijiahiuii & Co. 

CWlTT gtt75T ^ I <4^ C7 TTT^ftTCfW Wt^TtOT W<itl ISXti^ CT, 

^4YfitY (TTtsT C^ YSfT fMwTV^ ^Pf C#Cf CYOT Bf&t, 

wrfT fro c*^ 4t «rtY‘f wim Yfiw fro <7r ^inm wm^ 
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c^ttTO,^ ^ ^ (?f5E^ ^ C'r^Tft? 

^ Oovornmentr.^ r^CT5^ I (Opposition: Hear, hear) 

<71^*11 ^*TTf^ GovemmentCT =^5rf^ (7T (TT permit system 0^5!!^ OT 

^ OT “il?* ^5fff c*r permit system^ fiTO I 

(TT^ military authorities irf? ^ttC^, 

C? ^8 l)ermit f^?| a ^ C^'T^ 

ctfor ^ <r:>»?r<pg yea <ltr^ c^srirt? ftfer 

'il?t Union Boardil Order ^ 

C8>^ ""Ttn? <1tta ^ l” ^C5T permit's ?rt^ 

c^tWs ’Tsnr ’®Tt^c^ ; T6^t^ c^ sjrti (7\ 'sHror^ 

<W‘Vi 7C55 I 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Quite Right. (A voick: You are right, 
you arc ri^j^ht.) 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Sir, I heg to .support the resolution 
moved hy my friend Sj. Nurendni Nath Du.h (luj)ta. J'he resolution has 
been moved at a time when the priees of all iKMessaries of life have gone up 
to such an extent, the resolution has been mov(‘d at a lime when the prices 
exacted by the traders have gone up .so a))normally high, and the resolution 
has been moved at a time when on the sham plea of issuing permits jobbery 
and bribery and corruption.s are going on to such an extent that there is an 
appreliension, a serious apprehension, of the outbreak of trouble of the 
highest order if no effective steps are taken at this moment t(> remedy this 
state of affairs. 

Sir, Government have established some price control committees, and in 
the mufa.Hsal and particularly in the subdivision.s some sort of price control 
committees have been formed under the j)re8idency of the Subdivisional 
Officer and his subordinate officers and some non-official gentlemen have 
been included in the committee. But in the actual work w^e find, Sir, that 
the non-official gentlemen are not consulted and sometimes the Subdivisional 
Officer leaves the matter in the hands of his subordinates who take recourse 
to means which are of a questionable nature. We find that in the matter of 
issuing permits, permits are not generally issued to the honest traders. We 
have found. that a system has been introduced to realise war contributions. 
The realisation of war contributions is no doubt good and we do not object 
to it. But what we find, Sir, is that these officers in the name of issuing 
permits try to realise war contributions and they do such other things which 
are objected to from the nature of things. They do not iasue permits to 
honest traders and persons who deal in articles honestly, but they generally 
issue permits to persons who pay large amount as war contributions. 
]^eipts are not issued for the full amount. Sometimes receipts are not 
issued at all and sometimes if receipts are issued, the amount entered therein 
is much less than the actual amount paid. Sir, we have found that in the 
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•Bsme #1 COD trolling Uie prices some prices are fixed as maximitiii prices, and, 
Sir, tkase price controlliag agencies sometimes take money from the traders 
and the traders in their turn exact their prices with rengeance. Then, Sir, 
some sort of tactics is also resorted to, and it is this that innocent traders 
are hauled up under the Defence of India Rules and then mysteriously let 
off and the reasons cannot be explainetl. The main reason is that some 
officers are filling up their poc'kets and if the necessary enquiry is made by 
District Officers I can assure the House that many cases will be found of 
persons who have made some money out of this. Over and above, Sir, the 
system of issuing permits is objectionable from another point of view. Permits 
are issued in u restrictive form and persons who take out permits, im}K>rt 
goods and whenever purchasers approach them they generality say that they 
have no stock if tlm ('ontrolled price is offered but if abnormally high prices 
are offered, at that time the articles are delivered to them. If, Sir, the 
system of issuing jierniits i> ab<»hshed. the pe<qde will be able to import 
things according to their sweet yvill and there will he health} eompetitioii 
amongst them. Under the present .system. Sir, some chosen people are given 
permits to import goods and they exact prices of course at the <'onnivanee 
of tlie j>rice control cojiimittees and those prices are abnormally higli. Sir, 
the situation has come to sucli a pass that il no proper notice is taken by 
the autliorit ies, there is possibility of having recoursi* to loot by the [)cople 
in order to have their hare necessities of life. That is why I urge that the 
resolution should be adopted and. at the same time, (h»vernment should 
keep vigilant c‘yes on the price (‘ontrol committees, so that (•orruj)tionH may 
ind be rc'sorted to. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 support the resolution. 

Mr. RASI^KLAL BISWAS ; a ftronr 'HtCfftMl ^ 

cMtto:, wsr? i ^ 

frofCW ; ^ food problem^^ oompliostod 

I ^ ’PRf 4^ problem^ 

^*C5lt5T ^ I — CWtTT sm 

m T?, (?Ntc5T ^ ntF ^ c<0 erra Scki? ^ cmr,w^ 

^ Mm ^ ’TW't I ’nsrri 

I TO frj w HTT^ TO TOi iNr® 

^ I TO TO ^ TOl CTO? CTOt TO CrttW TOl 

TO cmKM I nro TOn c?TO Sekff cm 

tfrror^hr fwfmr ^ 1 cm toTO tffeTO catoi wm »r#, 

tff^TO CM TO fMCMH CTO TOl WM\ CTOS MtlM I TOtC«ff 

OTtTO jut© problem CTOT-Q fiCT? CFit ITCM? ^ I cflff fWPftSlu 

toTOb TO1 cMc^ c’T'Stc^r toto® ^ mm TO 1 

fro MMc^ csSts ofR ffift* 01 m ¥»i TOi ¥fi f9iw%»n— 

CM MWM MPM ♦irfiSJ TO TO I 

10 
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cfcif 'ifyrtw ^^s^fsT M^fror wpi ^ wcm i»k» 

control I price control^j]? 

^ *rt^ fkw ^ Sri c^ i oq?r* price 

oontrolling ^f?n Ft^TTEfr^ ^tT^T? ^IT^t'StT^St^ BTHi^ ^oiriTT^ price control •n 
forf^ control anvm i ^ ^ Ti\ li^ i 

^BTWSf ^ ^ DepartmentShr officer Trf? ^ C^tCSl 

^ ^ c^fc^C5?i — ^trjf^ c^ ^ir^ 

csTtr^R vfi:^ ^ orm crtr^, c^ ^sRTsnn ^::5nr?r»f 
5n I <ij '®rt^ftr?^' :rfr High official^ ?Ftrw 

C<tWf^ ^Sfr^tH f^OT ■^.tr^ 4lt^' complttin ^ 

trf%^ ^1 7?j ^ I ij^ tffe^ c^r^ -i^ ^ 

c^tiTC^ Tspap-f, ?n ^:[f^*ffi ^ trnrrs'*^ ^r^r ';itr?5)' 

indulgt^icc -^fl^ R^TYl I ]^ir jute 

problcruvi]^ '^tCO C*R, food j)robl(*m 

^R1 ^5'W ^TTT I ^sfW? ^C*f 511 >ij^ C?[ lil^ Depart men ti^f^ control '5f^rr 

<Tl%iC5ir orm W^pm ^ ^1*^ TO9i C^ 

^ I ’pns ^ 3 ^5^ Tqtrr; ^ Ccdr^ 

Department ij? ^ (Tf^^ I Wt ^ 

^ r?r, f%f«i ’ji’cTtr^ rtc ttt ^«fi c^ <1tr<T, 

^r5f ^ w^pm I '5df4 :rfri'Qfrr^ ^ 

I 

^ suggCHtion TSitr^ l>ort.foli() f^THi | party 

(TTfsTT^iT food problem^ y\^ (TOT CPfl important. Cabinet^? 

^^TTQ Cts^rfir Ojni ^ position hold r?jf% 5tlT5 ifife (Tf^^ 

^ ^ I (A Voice: c^ f) 

’ff^i ^ 5Tit? I ftr^ 6^ i 

ifrirfff ^rc^i vfl — ®t: fmitpr^r ^ portfoiio&i 5ir^ c?r ^5tr^ 

^ cfiti^r^ I ^mrc^T ^ c^nr^ ft?i vr^i ^ i (Mr. steo 

Badbudduja: ^rtr^ vtT5 C'^fc^ ?1?I ^n) 'arm ^irtr^ 

C^ price control ^ST fiRPT Cfits^r^ I nqJi ftr*N I 

Mi*t MRAJUL ISLAM: It is practically a censure on the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

ay ED ABDUL MAillD: On a point of order, Sir. The honourable 
member has said that this portfolio should be transferred from the existincf 
Hon'bie Minister in charge of Commerce. Is it not a reflection on the 
ability of the Hou’ble Minister in charge of Commerce P 

Mr, ONAIIIMAII (Mr. David Handhf): That is not a point of mdar. 

It is a question of opinion. 
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Mi ATUL MAIIDRA SENS It is not a point of order; it is a point 
of disorder. (Laughter.) 

Mr. RA8IKLAL BI8WA8 : ability c?rtC*n 

I — 4^ ^vfi 4^ important oabinet4V 

45tCT ^ CR? ^ place (TfS?! I ^ 4 f^OT ^ !j1%¥tOTr 

(TFt^ ^^til ^ I ^ ^rWT 4^ price control orj;^* 

price control ^ — ^3 Wyi WWPi I control 

^ 4 r?T ^tr.^lC'l ^ C*tt cTyM C?1rv 

^ I l>ormit system C??tCTO I 

■^TT^l^ jK'rmit. fsrf^ C^TC^fllW, 

4(f^ c=iftc4C'*4 c?r*t^ f^rzRi c?Ptu^ cpif cfTf {^p^j c^trra>. ’*P3fri 

'^IW 1%C^ ^ I ^ 4^^ (Ttr^5> (TJ honest 

4?* eonsumer^T] ^ ^ I 

War contribution ^prs })ormii ^vfl ^TriTt^ 

! War contribution Jnr?^> ry^ system | 

food prol)lem4=? (71 war contribution C^l^l ifW Tt?} I 

^ ^?r f^TTi btt ‘H , (?TT^.5R i 3rf»:r>3;fp1 

firCcT 4^frl disaster 

5t:?i 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. (’hairinan, Sir, 1 give iny whole- 
hearted support to the resolution moved hy Sri jut Narendra Natli Das (iiiptn. 
It is not unknown to any of the nieinhers, not least to the Ministers thjit 
there has b§eii some hardship on the p<K)r people of the province due to 
ahnoroHil rise in prices for hare necessities. Sir, there is control every- 
where in the district, hut there should he proper control. That is wdiat is 
wanted by this resolution. Now I fully cxnroborate the stat/ement made by 
my predecessor the mover, namely, that as soon as the control agency was 
established in every district prices began to go up gradually. 1 have not 
personally enquired into the matter, but I am informed that the mufassal 
dealers have to pay Wiinethiiig more in addition to the control prices in 
indenting foodstuffs, viz., salt, sugar, etc., to mufassal districts. The 
important dealers in the city of Calcutta do not issue vouchers for the 
additional price they charge for these commodities. Now, these dealers in 
the mufassal in fixing their prices have to add to the control price that 
additional amount. Therefore, there is always a difference between the real 
price which these dealers want to charge from the consumers and the price 
fixed by the local controlling authorities. So, some sort of supervision is 
neoeesary h^re in Calcutta from where the mufassal dealers indent these 
foodstuffs and commodities. There is again another dilfficulty which is this, 
namely, there is no uniformity in prices in the different districts in the 
pnmnoe. When a dealer in the mulasaal finds that he can get a hitter 
piiofit if he sends his commodities to other neighbouring distriote whet he 
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iom i» tbit that be at once senda tboae artudee of food to tboee dutriote. * 
There ia undoubtedly restriction in booking foodstults and other articlee to 
provinces other than our own, but there is no restriction in sending foodstuffs 
from one district to another in this province. I draw the pointed attention 
of the Hon'ble Minister to do something to avoid this difficulty which really 
is one of the main causes for the dearth of foodstuffs in different districts 
in this province and also for the rise in prices. Sir, I hove also heard of 
some sort of corrupt pmctices adopted by those officers who are in charge of 
these control affairs. It is very difficult to substantiate those charges for 
the traders who are affected are not willing to complain about these things 
against the controlling officers hecouse if they make any complaint, they 
will not get any supply wlmt soever in future. 

Sir, in my district the (juestioii of permits is not of any importance 
because the permit system has not been introduced tliere. I have heard that 
people from outside went to my district and purchased a very huge quantity 
of paddy at prices much higher than the control price. My complaint is 
ihtti in thivS case the local authorities did not take any step whatsoever or 
hiiul them up under the Defeiue of India Ihiles as they do in other ca.ses. 
There is another difficulty in regard to the control of prices in this province. 
Just before I was leaving my (Hinstituemy there was a dearth of sugar 
although infonnat ion was that these local dealers had a sufficient amount 
of sugar and they (sjiicealed this st-tu k ol sugar at the private houses of their 
friends and they were <lecLi\ring that they h 8 <l no stock of sugar at all. But 
Sir, we all know and you know that there is a sugar mill there, namely, th^ 
Setahgaiij Sugar Mill belonging to Surnjmall and Nagannal of (’alcutta. 
The district authorities feel some kind of difficulty in getting supplies from 
the sugar mills because the prmluction of sugar is a central matter and this 
proviiHre has really little contixd over this. Though there was large stock 
of sugar in the mill, Dinajpur went without sugar for about a Wfeek, and the 
little sugar that was available to the <H)nsumers was selling at a muckhigher 
rate than the fixed contnd price. These are the difficulties which are facing 
u». VVe are grateful to the honoiirahle member wlio has given us this 
opportunity this morning to discuss an importont nmtter like this on the 
floor of this House Irecause it is not our brain, Sir, but it is our bellies which 
•re vitally concerned. It is 41 question wdiich concerns the six crores of 
people of this J*ix)viu(’e who are ver\ very i>oor and who have no means to 
atock in advance anything for (H)nsumpti()n. It is a problem which requires 
very serious attention and consideration. I think some kind of effective and 
real control is what is needed and the matter should be taken up in right 
earnest and without delay, for delay really means denial of food to the poor 
people of this province. 

Sir, I have tried my best to present the difficulties which we are facing 
every day in our districts, and before I resume my seat I earnestly appeal to 
Government that they will, by solving these difficulties, earn the deepest 
gratitude of the suffering people of this province at this critical time. 


Mr. AIDUR RAHMAN tIDDIQIt Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I dk! not 
wish to iatervene in this debate as I was to move Resolntion No. 2, on the 
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• Agenda today. It appears, however, that the bogey Dr. Sanyal raised ia this 
House last session seems to be still sitting on the brains of the Government 
party. The mover of Resolution No. 1, mentioned the name of Ispahanis 
twice in his speech. The Ispahanis, as a matter of fact, have nothing what- 
soever to do with the control of prices or the S4ile of rice in any part of 
Bengal. To make irresponsible statements, as made by the mover and that 
too from the Government side, does cM)nvey to me that these i>eople have no 
case to place before the Assembly and, further, that the case, they have tried 
to present, has no legs to stand ui)on. That such an important resolution 
should have been sjmiled so Iwully by such <‘heap argument, was not g(XKl for 
the service the mover wishe<l to render. The interests of the Ispalianis, 
so far as price was coiuerned, came in when the danger, of tlie enemy 
coming and taking away our rice stored in certain districts, presented itself 
before the Government. It was the Government that went down on its 
knees before large commercial interests in Clive Street who, one and all, 
declined to help it. It required huge finance, great eiheieney, a vast 
organisiition but alnive all a large heiirt and indomitable conrago to do the 
job for the risk involved was gr«il. It was these that induced and 
encouraged the firm of Ispahanis to help the Government out of its very 
serious difficulties. I know, Sir, from i>ersonnl knowledge, that some 
members of the Cabinet were wild wdth the officials and the Minister-in- 
charge, when they found tlnit the Government hud accepted the offer from, 
as a Minister was reported to have characterised the firm as “deadliest 
enemies”, of the Ministry. But fortunately for Bengal and unfortunately 
for the critics this “deadliest enemy” w’as able to pull the Government out 
of the unenviable predicament into whi( h it liad fallen. The scheme of 
removing surplus rice fisun (huigerous arwis to wifer places was to apply to 
three districts only, Midnapore, Khulna and Barisal. i ask the Hon'hle 
Minister to get up in this House and deckire openly wlmt the Ispahanis had 
said. ^‘We shall render wdiat service we can: we shall put in all the money 
recpiired and itny profits that accrue would be placed at the disposal of His 
Excellency the Governor to he given to any charities he liked.” That 
statement. Sir, I w-ant (M)nfirmed by the Minister. Was sucdi an offer made 
or not ? 

Influences began to work and Cabinet Ministers and influential members 
of the party felt that they too should have a share in the job. It was then 
that the Ispahanis, good business men that they are, reduced their liability 
and risk and said, “We do not want to create trouble. The idea is to 
remove all surplus rice to safer places from Barisal, Khulna and Midnapore. 
I/et all help.” They retired from Barisal and Khulna voluntarily, keeping 
Midnapore to themselve.s. A Mu.sliin gentleman, non-Muslim Leaguer, was 
brought into the picture and a group of petty c ontractors, friends of meml»er« 
of the Government Party, were given the contracts. Whid the Ispahanis 
had done ii> Midnapore in one week they have not been able to clo in Khulna 
and Barisal during all these months. (Mr. Am. Cim.vora ftKX t 
“Question.”) Let the Ministers question: these questionings have no volue 
because these gentlemen know nothing of this. (IxmA cries of *^0h ! Oh !” 
from the ProgressiTe Coalition Party and counter-cries from the Opposition 
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bandies.) That is the reason, Sir, why the 'deadliest enemies” of the * 
Ooremment were given the oontmct. If Government could, it would have 
offered the job to Clive Street and, perhaps, to other interests; but where 
the interests of Muslim traders, Muslim agriculturists and of Muslims living 
in the districts of Bengal are concerned, I stand up here and declare with 
all the force and sincerity I command, it will be the Muslim heart that will 
be touched, and it is the greatness of the Muslim heart in them that led the 
Ispehanis to shoulder this great risk at a time when the Japanese were 
expected to make their appearance at any moment. When European end 
Indian firms declined to touch one grain of rice because of the risks involved, 
it was the firm of Ispahanis, the ‘‘deadliest enemies" of the Government, 
that stood by it. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will have the largeness 
of heart to acknowledge the services rendered by this great Muslim business 
house, not for money but to help the poor Muslims of those parts and to 
serve a noble cause, not as merchants but as true Muslims. I shall also 
expect the Minister to tell us how matters stand in Barifwd and Khulna 
today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now when it is alK)ut eleven o’clock I 
should like to know whether the House wants the delKite on tliis resolution 
still to continue. The Hon’blc Minister will take at least lo minutes for his 
reply, and unles.s I ask the Tlon'ble Minister to make his reply now I will 
not be able tsj dispose of this resolution today. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: This is a very imfH)rtant (juestion, Sir, and 
there are various other members who would also like to speak tbreadlare on it. 
Could you not, therefore, fix another day not for this resolution only but 
for the next one also? 

*“ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. My difficulty is that I cannot extend the 
number of days fixed for the session. However, I will try and persuade the 
Government to allot another noii-otticial day. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: May I also say a few words in this connection? 
Alrwidy the Government Party Whip has made a request for another non- 
official day for Hes<dutions, and you can take a note that that is the united 
demand of the House as a whole. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tes, I will remember it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir. may I just enquire through you of * 
Mr. Ahdur li4ihman Siddiip who seems to have taken a brief on behalf of 
Messrs. Isptihani & Co. whether he will agree to an enquiry being made into 
the wliole Ispahani affair? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a different matter. 

(Babu Nareodm Narayan Chaknabarty nose to apeak.) 
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* Mr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Chekraberty, plaaM tay to fiouk ia 
10 miirates. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. your influence may not be eo 
powerful as that of the Secretary of the Government Party. Therefore, Sir, 
it will be better to leave him to influence the Cabinet and get an extra day. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will aee to that. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : 

a ^arl^ crrt^f^. ai ftror? cYtiYft 

^=rW?r ^ (Tr ’TCWS 

G\ WIIC4. — nroT^rtiTf 

; «ii^; ^ tfrrr^ ^ 

fi"^ crn^r (?i, fe? f?^tF?“(?Frar ^ 

a\ ^ frr, — fitroc^ 

’p/ii c?t?7r S^]?y I Ptnrfi?9iT3t i t|1% 

'wif 5rt7.5; ijTTfc^ <TT. ^vsf ^ 

rw3n ^ \ 

'fm oi ^ i 

‘^n^rtTT^ I ■>gr^(7F^ c^rfr^ ^ 

(?M?:5ft^ (TFtr^'S fVj ^ I ^fjn 
tfr/5rr;-^^ wlz^rT^, cv or^ 

C^r?r, C’ft^, c*f^ war lords Cabinet 

mciniK>4 ^t7:i^ ry^r^t^tr^ ^ ^f%^5 CrfO! I 

2rrvf^ isrtc^ ^ ^?rr:r?r 1 |Vi 

(ijTpT 5OTT1 ^7^ , ^vf ^5^ ’pr C5m ^ W!7i — fV (Tftnr 

c^r«f5; :rpT^ ir5tr^] ^ I cvfr?^ m 'aPn =ti crtnr c^ws^, ’BRt^ ^ 

w^rcw-^ ^ ^ ^rtr.’i ob 

fwTO«( I ^5fOT njnrtrsnw^T ^ i (71 ^Ttnrtw(7nr 

tpr^mR tPTrrsr^TTTF 

rstt ^?ty51 tj ^*11^ 'ItPmTni 

wiF^shic'^ I (TT&i 

^ il^Wl r=t^ — 71 Cfpl ^jpfcTfT ^rw?! fiff 

(TF^TS I Sii»PF fw ^ CTOfff C^ tnf ^ I ’'TST^T 

^Tjpf <s jjjn fTotfir^ 1 m ^ 

pp^ *4fif fel (?TCT «tT^, (7f fepn ^StU¥ m 5n I C^ftCW 

cm'fti ^Ttf^ fror c^tcn *<m^— ’rt^rm ijfe «if oiHt^ ciicY c^ ^ 
?B 1 2rff, 'rfo, yj, mr^i, ^ 1 , tfwi, wfvmr, iram ’wcarfi tjc^ oprt 
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•tPI I ^W*n(rt Cf^ CT TfsT’H ?!f% (.TC'WM,— wfifW 

'«iwi! fror c^fpi ’raic^? ^rsf jdn 4^ f#tti 

c^rt^tfi? (.^ <iRn:? ^n fer c»f^ ’pjc^t 4m ftigtcis? i 

(?f> »fi’5i c4m Bf^m, ists ’itMjBi ?tm ^ i 4^ 

5rc«fT iltj^'S c4 ^cim cJim iStkfr — 4^j$? ^iiw ^(Wc<nt 

'i'?<i'»’iif ^wmi I cmt^t'i c^ sits c^, 'sii^ =t^ ?rfw fspjiJr 

JTTfiCTirs sm I 4^ 'me# fsf% jfm^Va ^ jrrm’F 'rnm^tr « t e sii:f? i 

f^jisf JTfMm cm-strei s 'mmcmj ^imi wt^ts mlV c#, c^ 

Tm? Jim Ji^^isi «tt5fi JUTS c# ixsr tfls ftvfJi sw 'v?i? st? tsk i Jifi- 
0^5? mlw 4^ vm c*tiTs mt ?ffs ft*;tJr sw ^9 stesTisr sfm 

•R emm Cmr C^fm Cf (TteSS; Parliamentary ^Yfs I 'simTT 4^1 ''mH (y^^TM 

'tUsTCTJ fmni mt — ;iwi9 , cmrmn ^«ii i ry we# cw «lt9fe9 — m 

wesR mtw^isT fwen we5i9 e|is fwei^si fwe# •rmew i mwwe^ c9e^ 

4? C9^9f%, 4^ CT — 4^m9Te«RI wlnwi C#l JFT# Mini8ter49 

rniJT ewes tiw s'fn m bi^ Hem, ifw 'Hwyr sRm vm ; 'm? hi® 4meH 
fwe9 c^sR 95 ^fsiTir Ffipt mpi wvsi i 499 HfsweOT hiTh ^es Himew? hi? fipg 
9tfH C9^ I 

9tH, 9'i9te99 4^ c9 9eiii9 '5 Hp 9ti?9 99911 4eH 9t^ wgsi^l fie# '»tt9femi- 
f9Bt9 9ReS 7e9 1 Sf9te9St frot 9I 9T«t' 5 99te5ItB91 h'C 9 4 H97t9 

*ffS9t9 991 9te9 91 I 4 99971 C9l9 49RI9 9fT9 999T1 99, St9 4919 »te9 4 
9999 [991999 9'9t9t«'(3 S*ff9 CWS’ I 4eS HTWlPni 99e9S CB^l B1?’, Hl9te99 99t«I9 
49-tft‘isi Bt^ I 4&I crteBi? 99y ®t1%9 9999 — ®‘tfii9 sfoi 9ll9t9 jfi9 cJtesB erv I 
Ht9t9 9e9 *fe^ — fie99l9e99 09^ 91*0 i — ‘It is neither name, nor fame, nor even 
learning ; it U character that can cleave through adamantine walls of difficulties.’ 
Bfe# 99 f9|9 f99t99 I C9 99 fipf 9l91 [97179 HfisSR C9l9e'S »tfe9 I C9 Bfe 
Hl9fC99 (# I '•11991 9191 9W 91 9fifs '-le? '^fil, Wl 9[9, 9[9fif 9[9— SR »R 
ftwi Sfte? mti c9e9 9[9 1 461 9151 9«ti 1 c# Bfira wft h® 9 C9i9es 

•Ittsi9 siesM l9e9e9 4#i 999111 sRes jitiisr 91 1 9991 9191 fi^' »ni9 wen 
HTHR fie9. H[se^ fie9 4file9 CWSR? I #99 $vR H9Rle9 H1991 C9R 59#, 
(# 99 9991ft 9’iBlft91 f9 H l 9 l eW# WlfiR HR 99 ? 979^99 C9e9 HR? 9e9 

FIS*l'e9e‘S9 9^ 9? officer99 9l[^ HH I Hi® ®l[s <T9lft9 C5le9 Hie?, 
C9^9C9T SRI iee9H Hl1S9 C'SlRllfi c9Re?. 999 C9>t Hlffil 9e9.~S99 SRi ' 

979 — Vlfi# C999 I 9l5e9 #9 [979 HlS 91^. C9Hl9l[9 H?l|«s, — HRlfil HTWr 
HCW9T HS.— 9ig9l 9R1 Ht991 979 hH C® Ht991 ®1[S9 Iflsfilft, 151199 

•ftSlH mlt99f Wifir* 9T9 4^ 991 15191 C9, Ht99I [9 79179 ®1[S19 flBlT®! » 

Ht% 9^ 49 79 firftftHI,— # C9 HtHTf 91?, 4^ ^9 9#,— 4 C979Hlf«H 
79179 tfl9e99 *1# *tf9Bfil9I C91979I 1 99F cfcwftim, 791? 9pni CTP 
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fw CT, fiFl ^ '■fWCWf ^ 'oWT- 

ftirt^ c«r ^ ^snsnn atm tsfii ^ffsi i 

m **Rrc*i^ C5lt^' 05tr®Tfl[ i 

^ c^ ^ c^^5ft3r I c^n ^rf% c^ “^rj ^a^t^rsn ^ 
m — c^mr i” fVsst^ c^tw^r, — 

or — ar^ftr^TC^ bM rm ^t^pitsf c^ c^tcn) Mtmi 

rfwt^ ’6 (yrc^ ^ r m — ii^r 

VtBFt^, f^rvfn I It is a sad lie political disturbanoo 

^ \ 4^'5tm ^li ?■ m ^ i jq — IId^i^i 

— bTfr^n I economic disturbance. ’JTift? m ^Slt^-— <7(^ 

5r1<iH ^ffe? c^tm ^ '®f^Fm Sriil!? i <?t^ 

y\f% ^ (?rr^ — ii c.vfc^ ^ i 'JFWi'sm ^ 

^s»m5’*Fi ^ f^Ff c^ 1 ^ ft cRir ^ 

fw, ^ m TTz ^1 m fc^T 

^ I ^c“iT €t2 '3 ^Fmi ck^T ftm ^trw r 

'^s^tfiryj? errors c^Ftm3 a ^tR'* 1 ijft '®rT^ ijim 

‘*5C'=i ^ c'^fi®ii c^t^i'^j— c'^ t^ t ^ c^t^jcw I c^t^noi 

CTt'tt?! ^*1^? It is not a ('ongress movement. It is not a political 
Movement. ^ il I <il C'lt^ WTsf) 

I WT^ ^\ ^ I *1^. bT5T, 5Tm I 

^ c’fCi 5T^ I ftni m Fm — m, ^ m tjfsri ot 

m ^ I I /7r«itm — <ft?7nr 

r.<tf5Tr?r ifp!\ 5irr^m lwi ^ 1 cw^ (?it^9Tfk^ ‘‘'«ft3r?n iit^’T 

f» 

c^ ^ c>tW?[ Ft^ erfm ^ V c^;^ fkn — 

^<1 «(tmi f^?’' (a voice — ’Stre^ Post Office C^ ?) 

? C^^'^PT ^5T. C^sm organic whole 

^irf^fFir^J- j system ij^l i3=F ij^ I STT.^ 

Wi ijpfc.^, ‘*'®rr^^ Cst^rfOT ^ V3TT*ft#t^ 

cA t^rt i ' p ^ ? *^’' I "Ft?! ft«rrt?r 

<itrti 5 ^ c^ 1 ^ *nftn 1 wtf% 

Frf%fk=if r.5m ^f^ ^1 1 ^ 

C^, fF| I ^."fl ^6»r^ "IPt^ '^rF^tTO"-^ ^ ^OFI 

Ftf^ fknr ^ *fTfin 1 ^ m ^PiFti 

ftw ^ ifn <ti I wi^pt ^-5f a Rgf% iit«^ «lf^ 

OR C7f^ '4t7TC^ I 

fiFi ii ’pprmra »pn<fT^ 7 '):^ ^ ^ iimi 
wm, ’friv mftos ^tfm ^ i <4 ftfiNr ijv^ ¥ft^ iftN 1 ’’pfjf 

w!%i fi^ ^ «tf¥ 3 ^ 0 ^ wtfef 
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^ rt-— <7r *fTfH ^ i W 

<4Ptnr c?rr3 rc^ I ^ ’tt CR<t c?rc< c?Tr?r ^ %fc=in, 

eft ’Tfe^ ’To?® I tft*^ cw^ ^ I 

3Tf<ft?r«f?:^ ^ ?*(?? i ^‘=r"r=r^k^ rer — ^ 

^^HF5fl7F «Tt^tC^ 1 <4 

’Tc^ < 1 ^!^ rer I 

^ ^ rc^ i c^lwi ?Fc?r 

firn (TT ’fiPT tiierc^ 

w ftnr «rrf%^ T-^rfelc^ wrt^tnr fro? 7c^ — ^itr?® c^’ff 
OT firlTf^n afar ’n i 

Prfrf^ ^rtry^ crtni 

^ ^ ^iSf^pCil (?TtCB^ C^ ^5^5^ C^ 

’Brtf^,— i!fr^ I ^ >rfrrOT 

f%ft 8 ^ IjW^ ®t5T i^^Ptg C^K ^ C^ cwvsf^ 

<iir^c^ I (tt tp'j i f% 

’nr? ’t^ ?Ttft rtns 'sr^ ^jf5prnrr?F 

<7nr, ^^T’T f% c^T ’TC’T wi^ — ’srnrf’T ertcjpr ’srtft ^fr<i ’ll ? ^^firs^rr^n — 

’I't^s^rt^rft I ^n^rrtTOi ^*pttTtf^t3 (?r ^mi ^ ^ 

f%g (?TW ’?! I 01 m I fr*n ’Tft. ’rft. 's.-rf® ’ift ; 

(71 ^ — firrsTij »<)?• (7ft ^t^rtiR i ^v|" ^ (TT’fTr’r ^ 

fTFtr’n ^’h (?ft I W^?r — ^sirfir ^wrf’r, 

’H I c’rtifi?® c^rr^R:*^ wc«ft i ’r^ (7rt^~^ ^fir 

’’Tfjer ’R, yT5Rfr9 ^n i ’r^ ^ ^ (TsWr cvf]r^ 

c^?r — <7r ^ttnr c^r^ vrt^ ’r cr ^ r^tcrtr, — ^aRfir fr»^i yr^r- 
?[^ am '^ttF ^ ^5! — ft'p ^'9 c^f^r ''WT\ ^ I ’srt^rR 

W l 7 *i ^nsRfc’H c^ *rt® c^Fta ^ 'sd — fr*^ cr^r 
crfnr ®tR (?*R ^ rs^ oto ^s?nm rrsTri^ 

CTfCR OT, yi^TRt^’TR RrR^9 CR ’SJt^R C3% (T^TTR^ 9 ^^, ^ ^ 
«i|Rft®trR ^!Tt^ Rt^RTR^ RRR I "SR^OT ?:[*/ ^ RR — Of frj, CRT 

’Jn^TRtRI Rf.-cftR tfj. ?P*J| ^S-CRR tP*J — Rt^TO 

Pf^, Rift. RRf. ’JRl. RRlf 5fff%R ?p»J| ^OT?f»J ftrRt^r^ T/ ^ ^ '^rTOFCRf 
Rr?tr RRCRTS op^ RCW C51R TOT (Tfni 5^^ — Rt^^fllRF . 

Rtf l^l ’BTtRRl OT ^Rtfil, — OT ’®fRRT<^ «?rfe ’RRRTOT PT^R '®Tl*n^'tOT Y’W’TT 

^ PcSTS wrs: >I fro CRt^O® ^ — 'BTRtlRR RT^Rt^ ^^^pPOTI 

'^ItRtOT RTt^tR^ ta CRT® <1fCRfR, Pn ’ftfkR CRr«rt^ I 

UMlMia NhL MANIRUZZAMAil ISLAMAIADI : ROTRt^RtfRTtR RR^'RR^ 
RUft «1 CRffCRII RrtRtOT fetiltf RCRI R|R"tR rttftR OWfl 
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popoUlion ; <7T Ff I 

cw«rW^tt*rff ?rBi c*n 's csirs cftra i 5 ® 

(Tfr^ irtJrftf^ ^ c^ c? ’pps ^ ^mtf% c¥ttff^c»R 

( 7 f control C^ fTOT^ I ^sfirg* CT ^ ^ 

C-^ttsmT ’ffVs %. (TT^firS TOl’ frcffc^ I Jj '■Tt®**( 

nm r? I ^5^^ C^nr^ I control ^ CUHTC^ 

OfrsT 07 C^ Tmtft C^OT^ C^t^ ^ ^ I Control ^qngTff ^rtlfT 

c^ fyt ^ f^r|%S o^s^ rcTO. ?1^f^ 

fttros *ttc^ ^ I jj I !:rf^^Ui:^ rW 

price control C^ti! 3 r 7C^. tfTW^ ^ ISt^lt^ 

^ ^ 5*07 I ^ OT“f< 

"f>iT ^ ores ‘'1T07 ^3trrto5T ^ OFtr^ ^rror : y <7 1 07trT?n ‘W 

c'pfnr Tpm ^ control ?rfw ofs^ ’it^ 

^ '*1tc^ ^trfr^ ^ 'ij'35 

5T5y TH, 4^' S vft^ ^ I 

^Sft^ ^ C<tC^CTj>^ 01 CS'^ OU^ ■&tlI1''ft1J 5tOT? C\ 

l?tn ^jTT, ^ ‘iv, c^i ^ 

(Ttc^ ^ I ^ oU^^, 

— 5rf*»TFC^ control So? price control vft?? I 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. ])eput\ Speaker, Sir, I rine to 
support the re>olutioii !nove<l hy ni\ honourahle frieml Mr. Xaremlixi Nath 
Das (Dipta. 1 shall l>e ^erv hnet in my speech a?)(l I .sliall only nuike a few 
deinand.s hy way oi suggestions as to the solution of the ftMxl problem which 
is faciil^ us v(‘ry distressfully today. Sir, my first demand is, and I hope 
1 voice the <lemand oi the whole prf)vince, that no rice should he exiK)rted 
from the boundaries of this provin(‘e. This is the demand as has just been 
referred to hy my honourahle friend, the Maulamt Sahih. My se('ond demand 
is that the Go\ eminent rice, i.e., the rice whicli Ims heen pnrtliased hy 
(jovernment from the surplus (listncl> sli<»uld he distributed to deficit distrir ts 
according to their needs and reipiirements. My third demand is that 
permits should be withdrawn in tire case of local traders within a district 
but permits should be enforced in cases of people who jifo to the districts 
from outside and purcliase rice for exjxirts from Bengal to other places. 
My fourth demand is that the maximum prii e should be fixed for rice in the 
whole of Bengal. My reasons for this last demand are very simple. The 
' people of this province know that the price of coarse an<l medium rice has 
been fixed but the price of fine rice ha.s not been controlled. The result lias 
been that e^en the cotirse rice i.s beiiiff sold under the name of “fine rice.’' 
That has resulted in the ahiioniuil rise in prices specially in Calcutta. Sir, 
instances you will find many wdiere some traders having- got special permits 
from Ckivemment have purcliased rice in mufasaal districta and have 
brought ^wn that rice to Calcutta, and they are aelling that rice including 
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eo0T»e and madium rice at any and vary hi^^h price under the name of fine 
rice. Sir, hucK complaints are numerous but there is no remedy. We feel 
that some step sboubl be taken immediately to stop that evil and that step 
is the fixation of maximum price of rice. The maximum price should be 
fixed for the sale of rice not only tor the present but also for the future. 
Unless the price is fixed for the next crop, I am afraid, the price will rise 
higher and higher during the next season. 1 am sure that my friends in 
this House will agree with me that unless the maximum price of the next 
crop is controlled, I he price of rice in the next season will rise abnormally 
high. 

Sir, 1 do not want to take further time. I would rather sit down with 
the expectation that the Hon’hle Minister in charge will take a serious note 
of the demands I have made and which are the demands of the people of 
the province and will comply with the same. 

Dr. QOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK : (3^ 

(71 

^ I (TrWt^ iflOT <?i* s i 

iirtvTt{?i ^ mm tai 

m mm (TTtr^ <7m.R 

5 t?[ ^ mm mTm r 

c»f? m mm ah mi m (?{t fro mt< Tr<rt1?CT mpirn 

wimr i mrt^ w (Trm^ Ttm 

c^f t cm i C5tnr mi “mtim m cwr^ 

^ 0 ? “^1 csmtc^ m cmm Tim fm mm 

fm ^mm armed force C’r:'-',, m 

’R.v 31CV cmr^n t cm cmm? cm ^ m 

fer frr m ft I ft mi m ^fc*m 

>fW"T c^m ? cwnm m mrni csicsi crm 

ii\ ^ I mirc§]^ a 8t<*p ftc^iftc^m m ms mni 

^ m (7it stop (TTsmi ^ ^ CftCTO. -3^: mil cmft C.^ Bengal 

Government ftOTCW mi m ftl^ m iSfim ftKli step 

(TTQ^ m I cirra crfe a mm fwrifti 

vi:^ mi mm ^«1 1 cmim p.^'. agricultural labour, 

m*f? wfir ^1 cmc^ OT^i,3tin oi8 mi ft cmr mi 

m 4^ <7r m*-! mr ^nfri ftftimm 

4 ft tmift T ’jftrm cmm cmt^ 4^ ^ mn vtvm 
cmim I 4^ ^ m mrs mi m 

’rmn inr mn irc^ i ^ cmro m "1 

cif«t OR mw »r»H '6 mm, 4mti cRmti c»ii¥ cmnai 

cmrfi ts cm cmcv m m 
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cJincf I ’pprm ^ ^ in 

^ iJtifCT in I Urn political diiturbazice nf 

4f ftfC'T oconomic question C?ffCTO, PlCff (^ftW <^U\ iffCW, '«!% C4C? 

ontf , if^57p\ =Tf:m CfC»f ^ (.1R sn I 

Mr« AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like to make 
a few observations on the resolution before the House. I .shall be failing 
in my duty if I do not present the condition of the people in iny constituency 
incidentally. The outturn in atu paddy this year has been four, five or six 
annas, and in no ca.se more than six annas. As a result, the people are in 
want of food. To add to this the price of rice has risen very hijrh; it is 
selling at Rs. J1 per inaund. I think, in every household there will be 
shortage of food tor at least two months. There has, of (M>urse, 
been control about the price ot rice, hut the (suitrol has ah.solutely failed. 
I hear, as scxm as the control was euforceil. the sellers stopped selling and 
whatever stock they had, passed into hlack market ami ^dd there at the 
previous price. 

Then, Sir, a.s legards (hiths the csmtrol ol price has entirely tailed. In 
our part of the country there are only one or two Marwari shops and they 
aliiwist dictate pric*es. So it is necessiiry that there should he stricter 
control and efficient management in this department. Some friends on the 
oppo.site side said that the present movement is the result of economic* 
distre.ss. I do not go so far, hut I must sa> that the jire.sent movement 

likely to be helped by the economic <Ti.si.s, 

Sir, in the last session I .sounded a note of Mariiing that the food problem 
of the couiiti v should be tac kled very carefully because we .saw that Hernmny 
fell in the hist War owing to .shortage of food. When Burma fell the 
aituation became very critical because crores of maunds of ric'e which used 
to be imported to Bengal from Burma in nonnal times was stopped. We 
bear from a member of the Chittagong district just now that district 
depended mostly on Burma rice. Now’ (hat rice is in enemy hands. If the 
Government do not make proper arrangements for supply of food without 
any further loss of time, I think Bengal will be made vulnerable for the 
enemy. The Japanese by supplying Bengal wdth Burma rice will win over 
the Bengalees to their side just as by supplying Indian wheat the other day 
to Persia the British Government were able to win over tluit country. So, 
I think, the Government should by all means try to regulate the price of 
foodstuffs and other commodities and see that the supply of these things 
is made available throughout the country. We are feeling for a long time that 
there is some bungling in the Department of Commerce. There has lieen 
^ miamanagement and inefficient handling necessarily in price control and 
permit system. We have come to know that even in the system of issuing 
permits bribery and jobbery are being resorted to. This slkould 1m* ended 
by all means and an efficient administration should be introiluced. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAM : Deputy Speaker Cf flinrf^diaoiiamcm 

price oeoleol iffCi O! important fitful f¥% diaoitmioiiief 
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jfwff ^ fvPrrw ^ ^rwi wvm uwt ^ ^ ^ ^ 

C? f% ^ prioe control ^ ^ ^ WFI ^ I '»5 ^ I 

c*r<li <4^: c?^ ^ ^ wc^ 

pfnn^, <7T ?t?n miniflterg W,^'^\ ?tflt ?rTO^ I ^1 

<tt& (M^ fifctfc!f*f '3^1 ^ ^1 ^ ^ ^ mm, 

'BfWr ^ 7^ ^K\ I cnfti i 4^ ^t?i 

^ m ?n:?RCOT3 I ^ ^ c^r TOJ c^ c^ 

'^tJTtr?? ^iU5 I ^^4 minister ^ «^C<f&C‘4H Of 

4 3!PR TOT 5tf%ni 51^^ ^3^1 R5T ^5R 'S^tT.*^ %T I 

^1 C?rtJ ft, ftr^^ fra <S\uny^ 

^,nrr.5? i ^ fra ^r.-sfeccri^ <j\ ftc^ ft c’ti? c^ ^u\] <j\v, ftr^m 
^«n ft TOJ I ^ f.?n? fcp 5r*n yfjj ^-rti ^trc^ 

^Ttrsn c^tr.'si i ^ 

4^ f^^ ^t®1 ^‘TT fWYJ4 bW C^rCs ^ ‘ 4 4^1^ difficulty 

4^ difficulty TOTCS^ India Govcrnmont C*'"l bT^ 

ftr^ ^^^3 <T^Ti I ^ ^^T3 ■^s^tuTi!:*^ 7r.?r ^rTr^s i 

4fi'l^ I 4^* (^J non-Btnigali firm like 

Ispahan! & Co. 4^ C^ C^ ^ ^4 btl^ contract 4^* C’tHl 

^•5Tt^ (71 ^t^cTt? 5^? '^rts^r^ 4^ ftft? 

’T^T Wft , ^ft '^RT country 0\rm 4 contra<‘tor c*R C^ ^ ^fC^I 
ft® 1)1 ^5n ^ 7?n fti 8upj)ort. 

C*1cfrf91 ^ ^?n:^ — ^5t(7f< ^ co-operate , C=Tt<j ?TI ft| share c^l 

^ 4^ I ^ 4 (TRl ^11 (TTCll, 

*' _ ' ii* 

®WR ^1 C^tlll, W ^tx^rt?! 5t^ «fT^.l)1, ^(t<j 5-5 ^ ( 

ftSft ^«f1 ll^. W.'m (TfN ftci^^ controlling (.^ (,75 

^ 1 ft^ ft ^5j I Order bfi c^Ri ^1 c^^r 1 

ftl ^ c^ f gft 511 ^1 I 4^ Government i^ft^ control 

ftni control ft 5^^ f 4^ control 4 ^ 

support bjttt ^arf^ 44 (7!t^ 

^1 support TOR ^r?l4 (.^T? oontrol4^ cm 'S fft 5111 ^ 

ftft 511 45f^ 4^ «lt5^ cm ^ 5t?^ mP^ 55, ^jfTO C^m 5T 

c»r®ft fiftit5ic*nr c®tr< ^ — 5 ft (TO45 ^wr^r? c^h vcr, 

^n.5lc^ TOt5 TO? 45 4 ftlt5 ftftr® C5ll® ^ 5t5 I 

Adjounmitiit 

It being 11*80 n.m., tbe House was adjourned till 8-46 a.m. on Monday, 
the 2l8t September, 1042, at tbe Aseembly House, Cakutta. 
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Proeeedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
2lBt September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Sj>eaker (Mr. Syed jALALnu)iN Hashkmy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 180 memWrs. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Mode of address of Gazetted Offioers. 

*31. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: AVill the llon'ble Minister 

in (•har^'‘e of the Home Department hv pleased t(» htatt‘ what are tin* ref^uisite 
HUalifieations of “Mistersliip” (Mr.) and ‘*Est|uiresliip” (Ksq.) for jiersons 
in (rovemiiKMit ^ervi(•er^ 

(h) Do the (jovernment recognise any distinction in the use of the pre- 
fixes “Mi‘'ter'’ (Mr.), “Dahu" and '‘Maulvi”? 

(r ) It the answer t(» (h) in in the attirinative, will he be pleased to state 
what are the distinctions !" 

{(D Is it a fact — 

^i) that the Provincial Servi<e oflicers designated ns “Muulvi” or 
“Ifalm” w'hen promoted t-o act or ottici^ite even tor a short time 
in the Imperial Service are styled as “Mister” (Mr.); and 

(tt) that they lo.se their “Mistership” (Mr.) as soon as they revert to 
the Provincial Service? 

(e) If the answer to (d) i.s in the affirmative, are the (iovernnient con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(t) taking steps to abolish this distinction; and 

(it) observing uniformity in designation with regard to all Oaxetied 
officers irrespective of caste, creed or colour? 

. MINISTER in ehargt of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (tho HoipSl* 
Mr. A. K. FiZiui Huq)9 (a) to (c) According to convention Indian officer* 
are called “Mr.'' or “Eeq.”— 

(i) when they are confimied in listed posts; 

(u) if they are Indian Christians; and 

(tit) if they can establish a personal claim to this form of address. 
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(^) At the request of the Bengal Ciyil Service Association it was decided 
in 1926 that officers of that service appointed to officiate in listed posts should 
mot be addressed as ‘*Mr.** until confirmed. 

(e) I should be glad to have a clear indication of the wishes of the 
officers concerned. 

Mr, ATUL OHANDRA 8EN| With reference to answer (a) {Hi) 
where it is stated that an officer is entitled to be addressed as Mr. or 
Esquire if he can establish a personal claim to that form of address, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how an officer is required to 
•establish his claim ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T confess I do not see the 

Tnysteries of the difference lH*twecu Mr. and Ilabu and Maiilvi. I have not 
studied the question, and I am not in a position tf) answer. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID? Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state what he means by “|>er.s()nal claim”? 

Thu Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be that he is the son 

or son-in-law of some big man or something like that. 

Mmilvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard t() answer (a)(in), will 
tire Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleas<*d to state what are the ne(’essar\ requisites 
for establishing a jiersonal claim for Mistersliip? 

Thu Hoil’blu Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I liave no personal claim 
myself, and 1 do not know what is reiiiiiied. 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: You are addressed as 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN? The other day your attention was drawn to 
this fact, that if any Ilon’ble Minister gives an answer he must owm it up, 
but unfortunately the present Ministry is in the habit of disowning its 
responsibility for the answ’ers given. Even when Hon’hle Ministers are 
questioned about any answer, they are not prepared to explain wbat they 
mean by that answer. Here the simple question is answered that a man 
is entitled to be addressed as “Mr. ’ if he can establish his personal claim. 
In rej)ly to a supplementary question, what are the requisites for establish- 
ing that claim, be has giveu an answer and the House is entitled to demand 
an explanation from him. 1 hope. Sir, that you w’ill see that he does not 
evade the responsibility 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKERS You want to know what are the requisites 
for establishing such a claim ? 

Mr. K. BHAMABUOOIM; The Hon’ble Minister says cannot 
•ay”. 
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• Tli$ Hr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ} 1 do not want to evade any 

lefponpibility. If the question is pressed. I shall make enquiries. What 
is the importance in it P 


Kliafi BahaAtr MaHAMMED ALI: Will the Ilon^hle Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for this discrimination between ofiBcers 
of the Imperial vService and Provincial Service in the matter of address P 


The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As the honourable member 
knows, there are disiTiminations betwwn members of tlic Provincial Sc'rvic^ 
and the Imi>erial Service, 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Wb\ in the matter of address P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That has been the conven- 
tion. As I have said, if the House drives an indication. 1 am prepared to 
lake up the matter. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: U the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirahilily of doing away with this invidious distinction betwecm 
two grades of service — both of gazetted rank P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not considering the 
desirability, hut 1 am willing to take* uj» tliis ejuestion if pressed, 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the lion 'hie Minister be 
pbnised to state why in the ea^e of .some A.ssembly mernWrs “llabu" and 
in the eas<‘ of some others “Mr.” are u.sed P What arc the reasons for this 
distinction P • 

% 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter to be answered by me. 
The lionourable memWr w’ill get tlie answer from me later. 


Communal ratio in A.R.P. eervioei. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Civil Defence (A.R.P.) Department l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the (jovernment have decided to relax the Ratio 
Rules fixed for different conimunities in making appointments to the various 
services in A.R.P. P 

(b) If the answer to (a) in in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to 6tate the reastinh therefor? 

MINISTER in charKO of tha CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’blo Mr. A. K. Fazliil Hub): No. 

(b) Doc 0 not arise. 


11 
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Mf* MIRZA ARDUL -HAFIZs Will Hon^ble Minister be plMsed i 
•Ute the actual number of appointments that have been made in the varion 
aervicefl in A.R.P. in Calcutta? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I understand that this ver; 
important question will be debated in the general discussion and also bj 
means of a special motion. I have got a full statement ready, but at th< 
present moment I urn not j.repared to go into details, because I'have not goi 
the papers before me. 

Babu MAOHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister b« 
pleased to state whether the Communal Ratio Rules were observed in th< 
matter of recruitment to the A.R.P. ? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The question is whether the 
Communal Ratio Rules were relaxed. I said “No”. If they had not been 
observfy], that is a different matter which wc will discuss in the course of 
the debate that will arise. 


Mr. ABDULLAa'AL MAHMOOD. Will the Hon’blc Chief Minister be 
pleased to Na> if it is a fact that a.s the (’oimimnal Ratio Rules have not 
lK‘en observed, he has appointed an Knqmr.s Committee from amon^rst the 
memWrs of his party ? 


Th# Hon’blo Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ* As I have said, there are 
many mutters to he discussed and to be disclo.sful in this connection, and I 
should be very mui'h obliged to my friends if the\ withhold these (juestions 
till the time comes for discussion. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Are we to understand that this 
question will be held over till the discussion is over? 

The Hon’bla Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot disclose all the 
information at present. I tind from the aprenda jiaper that this question is 
bein^ taken uj» sjHuifically b\ a special motion. AVhen that motion is taken 
up, there will be discussion, and 1 will have to make a long statement, 
much longer than any 1 can make in answer to questions. I am only 
asking honourable members to consider whether it would not economise 
lime if this question is not pressed at this moment and, if necessary, we 
can take up later on. 

ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD* In this connection may I request 
tke Hon^bkj tlve Chief Minister just to give us the exact figure of the com- 
munal ratio in this service P 

Mft DBPUTY BFEAKERs He has said that the qaestiofi iriaV be lield 
rrerlorthepreMAt, 
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l^th of Abdur Rashki in Daooo Contral Jill. 

*33. Muilvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED: {a) Will the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether Ahdur 
Rashid arrested in April last in eonneetion with the Dacca communal riot 
in Raipura thana died in the Dacca (Vntrai Jail? 

(/>) If 80 , whether anv post mortem exannnation was hehl before his 
funeral H 

(a) Will the Iloiride Minister Im" ^eam*d to state whether his guardian 
was informed uhoiil the death hefon* the liineraly 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) and (c) Yes 

(b) No. 


Inspectors and 8ub- Inspectors in the Intelligence Branch of the Polloo 

Department. 

*34. Mr. M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the n<m hie Minishr in 
charge of the Home (l'olie<‘) DepartiiM'iit U* pleased to state — 

(o) the total nuniher of (1) Suh-Insf)e<‘torH and (2) Inspectors at present 
working !n the Intelligence (Investigation) Branch of the Police 
Dejjartnient ; 

{h) how many of them are (1> Mn.slims and (IM non-MusliinH ; 

(c) the numlier of vacanci<*s that occurred there; aiol 

the number of vacancies that were filled uj) by (1) Muslims and 
(2) uou-Musliiiis since the Bengal (Serviees) (\)mnninal Ratio 
KuK*s came into operation? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (1) and (2) 20. 

(6) (Government eonsiders that it is not in the j)uhlic interest to divulge 
the communal composition of the Branch. 

(c) vSeven SuI>-In.spe(tors’ faists fell vacant. 

(d) Answer to (b) may l>e seen. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to 
state whether it was with a view^ to conceal the injustices that were doife to 
the Muslims that he replied that it was not in the pubUe interest to divulge 
the communal ratio? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Hie bc^oorabld member tnaj 

ask his leader and he will tell him. , 
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KhM lahailur MOHAMMED ALIi Why does the Hon’ble Minister * 

consider that it is not in the public interest to divulge the communal com- 
position of this branch of the Police Department? 

Tlw H«n*bl» Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt The Leader of the Muslim 

League Grouj) will he able to tell tliat to the honourable member. 

Dfa ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: vSir, may 1 know whether the com> 
inunal ratio is maintaiiuMlf' 1 do not want to know the number. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAttUL HUQ * The communal ratio is 
maintained as far as poHsible. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister, being a 
member of a particular community and also the protector of the interests 
of that community, sa> whelhei the ratio of his own community is 
maintained ? 

The Hoffi’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Tins (ioverimuMit is main- 
taining the ]»olicv pursued by the previous (joveriiment , and there has been 
no chaTige. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, I want to kno^\ whether the 
Ilon’ble Minister is satisfied with tlie percentage of communal ratio in this 
dej)artinent ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not satistied with the 
observance of communal ratio in any department. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: AVill the non’blc Minister be ?»leaH4*d 
to stale tl’.c percentage of Muslim^ in that .>serNice. if not the number ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Attem]its iU-e made in accord- 
ance with the i>olic> laid down and pursued hy tin* previous Government to 
maintain the iHU’centage a> tar un posniljlc There has-been no sliortage 
in the course of this Government. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; My point is. what is the percentage 
of Muslims in this particular s4*rvice!^ 

The Hoii'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer is, in .some cases 
the |>ercentage is maintained and in .some cases the percentage is not 
Uiaintained in accordance with the jirinciplos laid down by the previous 
Government. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The ilon'hle Minister has said that in 
some case^ the Communal Kaiio llule.s are observed and in some cases they 
are not. Will the Hou'ble Minister please state what is actually the position 
no far as the Intelligence Branch of the Police Department is concerned P 
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Tk« Hwi'bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I h%ye no contradiction to 

make to wliat I have already said. 

Mf. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I ask for Muir protection, Sir, if the 
Hon’ble Mini.ster wants to evade ffivinjr replies in this fashion. 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: He ha.s already said that the communal 
ratio is bein^? maintained as far as possible. 

Mr, Kt 8HAHABUDDIN: hat Mr. Fazlur llahnian has said is— — 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What has Mr Shalmbuddin 

to do willi that ? 

Mr. K. 8HAHABU00IN: Sn. I am just tlrawiii^ your piirticulaf 
attention to 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot <lo that. What I can allow 
you to do is to j»ut a supjih'inentary question. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: All rijrht. Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
plen.se explain with re^Mnl to thi.s particular servic<‘ whether the communal 
ratio i.s bein^^ nniintairie<l or not ^ I do not want to find out whether in 
some cases it in hein^^ maintained I want a definiti* an.swer. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ha\4* my an.swer, and 

I hav<' nothing further to add. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAdID: With leierenci* to an.swer (c), regarding 
appointmerU to seven jiosts of Sub-Inspector, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleas%l to state wliether the ('ommuiial Kalio Itule.s were observed when 
tilling up ttiose posts 'f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Government Relief measures in Birbhum. 

•35. Dr. BAR/IT CHANDRA MUKHERJI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department Ik* plea.sed to state the 
amount that was sjient under the following heads during the years 1939-40 
and 1940-41 in the district of Rirbhum: — 

(f) tl) Test Relief, 

(2) (jrratuitouH relief, 

(3) Itnproveinent of Irrigation tanks, 

(4) Fodder purchase, 

(5) Agricultural loan, and 

(6) Water supply; and 

(u) the number of tanks thus improved during the said iMirioiiy 
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(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister considerinff the desirability of spending * 
more money for improvement of irrigation tanks and saving the district 
from scarcity? 

MINISTER in ehtrge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the HoiPhli 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Baneriee): (a)— 



1939-40. 

1940-41. 

Head. 

Re. 

Rs. 

(t) (1) Test relief 

Nil 

30,627 

(2) Gratuitous relief 

Nil 

26,484 

(3) Improvement of irrigation 
tanks. 

Nil 

84,130 

(4) Fodder purchase 

Nil 

24,872 (advanced as agricul- 
tural loan). 

(5) Agricultural loan 

14,929 

1,905 

(6) Water-HUpply 

22,452 

18,381 

W 

Nil 

285 tanks. 

(b) During the current year a sum of Hs. 

•t0,17(i has already been spent 

and u further sum of Rs. 0,500 will 1 

M* spent, 

More nrv proposed to 

be taken \ip in the year 1042-4*1 out 

<d the 

lump provision of Rs.l.OO.tXK) 

made in the Provincial budget for tb 

e next \ 

rear. 


Inapeotion of some oyolone-affected areas by the Colleotor, Noakhali. 

•36. Mr. M. FARHAD REZA CHOWDHURY: {,n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Hevenue Department In* pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Clollector of Noakhali visited any of the villages in 
police-stations Raipur, l/uxmipur and Ramgong which were 
aflpeided by the cyclone that passed over that area on the 25th and 
26th of May, IJMl; and 

(if) whether he visited the Island of Thar Alexandra after the cyclone? 

(b) If the answer to («) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date when he visitetl the plac^? 

Tho Hon’bto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) (i) Yes. He 
visited most of these villages affected. 

(tt) No. The Kbos Mahal Officer was sent to this Char to make enquiries. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdID* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the villages visited by the Collector and the dates of snch 
visits? 
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Tilt Hon’blt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH RANERilEEl I am afraid the 
information is not here, but if the honourable member so desires, be will 
be good enough to see me, and I will certainly furnish him with the 
information. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of the ar«»as were visited by the Hon 'hie Minister 
himself and how many were visited b\ the officers of (lovernment P 

The HOfi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As for myself. I 
visited certain areas of Xoakhali, witl» ni> Revenue St'crctary, but my 
knowledge of g<‘ograph\ is ver\ limited. About tlic otiicers tin* informa- 
tion is not here With me, but tliat information will be made available to the 
honourable meml>€r if be so desires. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I 8 RAIL: On wbai date did the Khas Mahal 
Ofiicer visit the char areaP 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE; The information 
is not luTe, but the information will be made available to the honourable 
memher if lie so desires. 


Filling up of lower grade poets in the High Court, Appellate Bide. 

•37. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA. (a) With reference to the reply 
given to starred questifui No. 108 on the 4th September, 1041, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department lie pleased to state 
whether the posts have been since filled in the manner as contemplated in 
the r^ly P • 

(h) If so, when P 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minister l>e pleased to state names and (jualificationi 
of the persons so appointed ? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, wdll the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

( 1 ) what are the reasons therefor; 

(ii) what actions do the (lovernment propose to take to implement the 
course of action as outlined in the reply; and 

(tn) when? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bl# 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjoe): By the courtesy of the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice I am able to reply as follows: — 

(a) Yes. 

\h) On receipt of nominations from the Public Service Commissioii, one 
in November, 1941, and five in February, 1942. 
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(c) Maolvi Holla Ershad Ali, b.a. 

Maulvi Mohammad Reza Hossain, b.a. 
Maulvi Mohammad Wali Ahmad, i.sc. 

Maulvi Abdul Hahz, b.a. 

Maulvi Abu Muhammad Foyzur Rahman, i.A. 
Maulvi Majed Ali Kbondkar, b.a. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Nofi-agriottltural Tenancy Bill. 

•38. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: i/i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of tlie Uev(*nue Departnwnl be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment intend to intn)diiee an\ Non-af^n-icultural Tenancy Bill of a 
permanent character in this session? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the uepative, will the Hon’ble Miiii.ster be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be plcaH<‘(l to state when do the (boernment intend to publish the Bill in 
the (\d(uHa Gazette? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) No. 

{h) Diveisc interests aie involved and the pieseut Go\erniiieiit is fToin^ 
thri/Uf^di the matter curefull\ . Meanwhile the Henj^al Nou-Agi icultiiiiil 
Tenan<\v (TeniiKnary I’rovisions) Act, DM0, has lK*en extended for a further 
jieriod of one year by Act III of DM'2. 

tc) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when th<‘ period of operation of this Act III of 1942 expire* P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 think, Slat 
March. D)4d. I am sfieakinj? off-hand from memory. That is my 
Jmpression. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view of the fact that a Committee 
was appointed to go into the question, that the Committee has reported on 
all the mutters concerned therein, and that the late Government also pub- 
lished a Bill of u permanent character, will the llorCble Minister be pleased * 
to state why in spite of all these facts thivS Government is delaying the 
publication of this Bill in the Gazette and taking up in this Session or at 
least in, the Noveinhcr Session, if there be any? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not 

speaking about the Noveml>er Session. I am coniiuing my attention to 
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•thw Smmob— • short Session. I agree that a draft Bill was gasetted by 
the past Government on (he oth September. 1941. I am myself going- 
through the draft Bill and I have another draft Bill. There will he no- 
unreasonable delay by this Government in getting the Bengal Non-Agri- 
cultural Tenancy Bill through the legislature when we find time. 

Mfi SHAHEDALIS ill the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to stato 
whether the leading Congressmen and (he leading Muslim Leaguers stand 
in the way of placing this Mon-Agricultural Tenancy Bill.t' 

Th* Hon’bl* Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: The (niestion is 
Tague, and 1 cannot any answer. 

Mflulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* \\ ill tin* IIon’Mc Minister bo pleaseil 
to state wlietlier we can «‘X|)ect that tlii.s Hill niay b(‘ paztdted during? tbe^ 
montli of September or at least in the month of October h* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid I 
cannot ^ive tlie honoiirablt* iin‘mlH»r that ilefinitc assurance. 

Meuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'bb* Mini.ster lie pleased 
to state wlien at the latent the Hill can Im‘ e.\pectc<l to be publislu'd in the' 
Gazette for the purpose ot introduction;' 

The HOfi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Ah at present 

advised 1 should sax before the e\])irv of the period of one \enr of the Act 
III of 1942. 

Khan Bjlhadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the flon’lde Minister l>e 
pleased to state what other interests apart from the landlords and tenunte 
are involved in tlie placing of tlie Hill P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have been 
advised that there are other interests apart from the interests of landlords- 
and tenant.s. Hut the eAj)reH.sifm “landloiMis and tenants, as my honour- 
able friend knows, is v(*r> well capable fd indefinite expansion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: it iH stated that the present (Govern- 
ment are froiiig through the matter carefully. Will tin? Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to .state whether they are doinj? it by means of an expert officer 
or by means (jf a Committee r' 

Tha Hon’bit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not through a 
Committee yet. As to exjMTt.s. that expression aj^ain is cajjable of 
indefinite expansion. All (mr officers are suppost^d to be experts. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA OA8: Will the Hon ble Minister W 
pleased to state when the order extended will end? 
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Th« HOffllto Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEi I gare tike* 
•newer before. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the people in non-agriouliural areas are ver>' much anxious about this Bill 
and they are wanting expedition in the passajife of this Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So am I. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if (lovernmeiil would (amsider the desirability of introduc- 
ing a permanent legislation before the expiry of the term of this temporary 

Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; My honourable 
friend probably could not hear me. I said so. 


Extension of the life of the Caloutta Corporation and postponement of eleotions 

to local bodies. 

*41. Mr. M. FARHAD REZA CHOWDHURY: (o) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the IViblic Health and I/ocal Self-tioverninent Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fa(‘t that the term of the life 
of the Corporation of Cuh’utta has been extemled for a piTiod of one year? 

(d) If the answer to (o) is in th(‘ attinnative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased lit state the reasons thereof? 

(r) Is the llon’lde Minister considering the desirability oi po.stponing 
future elections to all other local bodies in Hen}.>al for a period of one year? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
DOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu): 

(n) Yes. 

(h) The reasons are stated in the Government notification, a copy of 
which is laid on the Library Table, 

(r) The matter is under consideration. 


Bengal Village Seif-Govemment Amendment Bill. 

*42. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (fC Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether Government called any meeting of the S<dect rommittee of the 
Bengal Village S<'lf-Governinent (Amendment) Bill, sponsored by the 
questioner, within the time fixed by the Assembly during the la.st session on 
the motion of the Hon’ble Minister? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the neprative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Do the Government confemjdate to keep the Bill {lending by appro- 
priate motions? 

The Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) No. 

(h) Owing to prew'cupation witli various urgent matters arising out of 
the prevailing einergeiu v, it wa.s u<»t js^'^ihle to convene the meetings of the 
Oommittee during the period. 

(r) Yes. The meetings will Ix'gin on the ‘JL^id S»‘|>teml>er and proceed 
from day to day. 

I would like to a<hl tliesc w oids ; —‘'if tlic* Ass<Mnhly is ])lea.sed to extend 
the time for submission (tf the re]Kut'’ 1 intend to move that to-day. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. in answer (r) tlte Ifon'hle Minister 
says tliat tlu' n](*eting.s (d tlie Select (’oinmittee will In'gin on the 22nd 
September Is be aware that no notice ba** Immmi rcceiveil b\ tbe members 
even now ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 imght inform my 

honourable friend that oiiginall\ 1 had j>asscd ord«*is to call th<‘ m(*eiing 
of tire Select (’oniinittee oti the 22nd Sei>t(*mher in the vi^'w that the 
As.senihl> .Nit tings would closi* on tlnit da> us originally intended But 
hllving legaid to tlie lad tliat the Assembly is continuing its Se.s8ion, I am 
doubtful whether 22nd Sejitember will b<‘ availahie for holding the meeting 
of the Select (.’ominittee. It n(>t .suitable to members, I may luivc* to shift 
the date furtlier. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will it 1 h during this Session or 
after tffe Session ? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: My attempt will he to 
make a beginnirrg this Session 

(When question No. '’dd was called out, the H<»n’ble the Chief Minister 
was not present in the cliamlKT. ) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: May I draw your attention to the 
fact that during question hour when Ministers have got to answer ques- 
tions, they should not leave the chamber. AVe feel very strongly on this 
point. It is the right of the menihers to have the questions answered, and 
the Ministens should not be so irre.spon.sible us to wander away. They are 
* showing disrespect both to the House and to yourself. 

Mr. DEPUtY BREAKER: it is not a question of disrespect. It may 
be a question of neces.sity for which he has gone out. I wdll ask him when 
be comes back. 

' (At this stage the Hon’hle Chief Minister entered the chamber and the 
question was taken up. 1 
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Th§ PulMio VshiolM DsfiailiiNmt of Caieutto Polioo. 

•43f Moulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Public Vehicles Dejjartment attached to the Calcutta Police is going to be 
separated very soon ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(O the !iiimlH*r of Upper Division posts that are likely to be created in 
that department ; and 

(//) tlie nunilier of .such posts to lie filled up b\ — 

(1) Muslims, 

(‘i) flimlus, and 
(Jf) Scheduled Castes? 

The HoiPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) No 

(h) Does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwera to which were laid on the table) 

Execution of salMeeds in Birbhum. 

19. Dr. SARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon ble Minister 


in charge of the l^lducution (Pegi>tra 

ioni l)ej 

artment be pleuNed to lay on 

the Table a stateiio'nt showing for the 

yiMis I'l:!!), I!)4() ami 1!).}|, 

separately, 

the number of sale-det'ds (‘xecutt'd in 

the difl’e 

n'nt (dlice.s of registration in 

the district of Hirbhum? 




MINISTER in charge of the 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): 

A statement furnishing the 

required figuies is laid on the Table. 




Statement referred to in reply to nnstarred question No. 19. 


Offiee. 

i9afi. 

1940. 

1941. 

Kuri (Sadar) 

:br>r)2 

3,728 

4,605 

Dubrajp\ir 

2,859 

2 772 

3,227 

Bolpur 

3,045 

2,780 

2,646 

L<ib[nir 

2,346 

2.271 

2,904 

Rampurhat 

3,545 

3,754 

4,135 

Nalhati 

3.740 

4,061 

4,322 

Total 

19,087 

19,366 

21,739 


The above figures are of sales and exchanges which is also 

tale price not being paid in cash. No sejmrate figures of sale exclusively are main- 
taint'd. The figure under exchange is a negligible fraction of the total figures. 
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Ali^pi intuHing Miaviour to an Enfinaor of HaairB. iurn A Co. 


CCi Mf. DHANANJOY ROY: {a) Is tho Ilon’ble Minister in charf^e of 
tbe Communications and Works Department aware that on 20th February 
last (1942), one Mr. 11. N. Mookerjee, Kn^rineer. Burn & Co., was insulted 
and dra^^ed down and his cloth was torn ainl suitcase was thrown off from 
a first class compartment by the Sujx'rintendent, rresidehcy General 
Hospital, when Mr. Mookerjee entered into the train (14-Down Kxpress) 
at Burdwan? 

(b) If so, what stej»s have been taken in the matter H 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): The matter was 
taken to the Court of law by Mr. H. N. M(M)kerj(*<‘ but the case was ulti- 
mately (‘omj)roniis4'{i and the complaint \>it}idrnun In the ciri'umstnnces, 
it is IiojhhI, tlie honourable nuonber uill not insist on obtaining details of 
the occurrence. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. \\ ill the Hon ble Minister )>e phrased to 
state whether the (io\ernment is satisti(‘d th.it the conduct of the Su|x*riii- 
tendcTit, Hrcsidem \\ (ieiieral Hospital, is repridnuisible and unworthy of a 
Government servant of his jiositiotiy 

. The Hon’bie Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: No lomi ilaint has so far 

been made to the (ioxeinment. H an> (‘omjdaint is made, {rov<*rnm<*nt will 
considei it. 

Appointment of Assistant Engineers. 

21.« Mr.*MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: to) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
char^''e of the Communications and Works Depailimuit lie jdmised to lay on 
the Table a statement showing; for the years 1941 and 1942 (Tth Sej>tember) 
the numl)er of (1) Muslims ami (2) non-Muslims appointed as AssiHlaut 
Knjjfineers in the followin^^ branches, namely, — 

(1) Buildings, 

(2) Ck)mniunications, and 

(3) Irrigation? 

(b) Will the Hon’bie Minister lx* pleased to state in bow many of the posts 
that were reserved for tbe Muslims, non-Muslims have l)©en appointed? 

Thi Hon’Wo Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) A statement is laid on 

the Table. 

ib) Seven temporary posts in the Communications and Buildings Branch 
were due to be filled by Muslims but ov^ing to the non-availability of Muslims 
non-Muslims were appointed to the posts. 

The answer is nil so far as the Irrigation Branch is concerned. 
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Staiement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred questum No, 2L '* 

1942 (up to 71jh 

1941. September, 1942). 

r-r« * ^ ^ , 

Non- Non- 

Muslim. Muslim. Muslim. Muslim. 


Number of Assistant Engineers appoint- 
ed in tbe Communications and 





Building Branch — 





Permanent 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Temporary 

1 

9 

Nil 

5 

Number of Assistant Engineers 
appointed in the Irrigation Branch- 





Permanent 

3 

4 

1 

Nil 

Temporary 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With 

reference 

to answer (h), 

will the 

Hon’ble Mininter be pleased to state 

wludher 

there 

were any 

Muslim 


candiduieH for lluvse j>()Hts!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: You will find in the 
answer that owirif^ to th(‘ non-availabilil} of Muslims, non-Muslims were 
appointed to the posts. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'hle Minister pleased to 
state wh(‘th(‘r tluTe \N<'re no Muslim candidates at aH'r* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 can tell you that I have 
tried to explore all avenues, hut I have not lK‘en able to procure suitable 
Muslim candidates. As re^rards this particular question, I will give you 
the answer later on. 

Mr. ADBULLA*AL MAHMOOD: The question may be held over. 

(The supjilementnries to the question were held over.) 


Prohibitibn regarding holding of politicai meeting in the premises of 
Government-tided educttional institution. 

22< Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (n) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department Ih? pleased to atate whether recently ^ 
any circular has been issued by the Director of Public Instruction prohibit- 
ing holding of any political meeting in the prtMiiises of any educational 
institution receiving grant-in-aid from Oovernmei^t F , - i 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
such meeting was held iu the preii^s of the Pabna Edward ColU^ on tbe 
9tb February. 1942F 
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(c) {f the answer to (6) is in .the affirmatiTe, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; (a) Yes 

(6) and (c) On the 9ih February. 1942, the Hon’ble Minister for 
Co-operatire Credit anti Hiiriil Indebtedness and the Hon’ble Minister for 
Communications and M orks visited the town of Fubnn. At the request of 
the Reception Committee, the Principal placed the Collejre grounds at the 
disposal of the committee for the prc.sentatioii of addresses of welcome to 
the Ministers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the leasons for allowiiij^ the educiitioiial institution ])remi8ea 
to be used bv the Ministers foi political jnirposes and at the same tirao 
denying? the use by other political parties^ 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As a matter of fact^ 
the premises are controlled b\ the college authorities, and at the request of 
the Reception (’ommiltee the Principal plac(Ml the college premises at the 
(lispo.sal of tlie Coiniiiittee for the presentation of addrc^sses of welcome to 
the Ministers. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was tin* direction m th(‘ circular 
(tf the Din^tor of Public instrmtion meant specially to accommodate the 
Ministers ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The mtion of the 
Principal do^^s not militate again.^t the ,s[»irit of the Director tif I’ublic 
Instruction’s circular which is intended primaril\ to prevent the .students 
and staff of the collcg«- from hohling political meetings inside the 
premises. The case is entirely different so far as the Ministers are con- 
cerned who were there onl\ to receive uddres.ses and give replies. It 
cannot he said that it wa.<> a ]Joliti<al meeting in the sense in which the 
Director of Public Instruction’s circular was issued. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to the circular refer- 
red to in answer (<i», will the Hon’lde Minister he pleased to let us have 
the contents of the circular? 

Tha Hon’ble Kha« Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It will be laid on 
the table if you want to see it. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: We want to hear it now 

Ttw Hmi'bto Khan •ahwiur M. ABDUL KARIM! The circulai U not 
with me. 1 want notice. 
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Rftirafiit order on Babu Harchondra tarkar of Kaiiganl, Rangpiir. 


24. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE; (a) Ik the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
o{ the Home Department aware— 

(i) that Bahu II arch and ra Sarkar of Doljor, jk)! ice-station Kaliganj, 
district Rangpur, has been served with an order under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Rules; 

(ii) that he has been directed to attend the police-station Ealiganj 
which is fourteen miles from his house; and 

(m) that he has submitted a representation to the District Magistrate, 
Rangpur, for permitting him to attend the j)olice-station at 
lialmonirhat which is three miles from his house instead of the 
police-station Kaliganj!" 

(/>) If tile answer to (in) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: tm (d to Uu) Yes 

(h) He has been allowed to report himself at Kaliganj police-station 
-once every fortnight instead of onc(‘ a week. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With nd'eryuicc to answer (oif/r/), wdll 
the Hoirble Minister lx* pleus«*d to state whethiT (io\cnmienl will consider 
the desirabilil\ of iisking the Distriit Magistrate to j)crimt Bahu Har- 
<3handrn Sarkar t{> rejiort himwdf to lialmonirliat which is onl\ three miles 
Away from liis house imitead of Kaliganj w hich is 14 miles uw^ay ? 

u- 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will see if this can he done. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state w’hether the notic<‘ M»rved on Bahu Harchandra Sarkar has been 
withdraw’ii or not Y 

Th8 Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I caniiiit say that at the 
present moiuent. 


BMgtl Vill^ SeIf.Ccwmimwit (AimmlnMiit) Bill, 193B, 

Th. H«n>l>lt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: vSir, I beg to move that 
the time for subinissum of tlie Report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Village Self-Government ^Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Maulvi 
Mu^xnmad Israil be extendeil to the 31 st October, 1942. 

There being no objection^ tKe motion was agreed to. 
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POINT OF PEIVILEOE. 

Point of Priviltgn, 


m 


Mr. i^TUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir. I want to mak. a reference to 
the ^st of one of the M. L. As. wl.ile the Session is ^oing on. It is a 
question of privilege also. We a«. desired by His Excellency to attend the 
bession and, accordingly, summons were issued hv tho Scendarv for the 
attendance of members of this Hou.se. Now after being summoned to 
attend the Session, members are being arrested without any reference to 
the Deputy Six'aker. Mr. Deputi Speaker, you are the custodian of this 
Houae, and I think it is the duty of the Home Department to rt'fer the 
matter to you, either before or just after tlie arrest. In Parliament if any 
particular member is arrested while the Session is going on. the jiroo^Mlure 
is that the matter should be referred to the Sjwaker. though inemWs of 
Parliament are not immune from criminal arrest. But we are not mem- 
bers of Piirliament. This i.s not a criminal arn'sl. tliis is only a preventive 
arrest. No name has appeared in the press. It has only appeared that one 
of the M. L. As. has been arrested. 1 think at least families of 40 to 50 
members are in anxietj in is'spect of this arrest. They are thinking us to 
who has Iwen arrested .\ or ) . Sir, I want to know the name of the 
member arrested. 


Mfe DEPUTY SPEAKER* I ran t(‘ll you one thing, that there is no 
such privilege now with rt»gard to the detention, arrest and all these things. 
There is one rccomniendation of the Privilege (\>mmittee and the House 
has not yet come to any decision in the matter. Another Privileg 4 > Bill 
is still jiending for the decision of the Houne. As regards the name of that 
particular M. L. A. I will reciuest the Home Department to ascertain the 
name, and I will give you the name later on. 

KlyvajA tir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, may T know in this connection when 
the recommendations of the IVivilege Committe4* are going to l>e placed 
before the House Y 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have a mind to p]ac.e them before the 
House this Session. If time iiermits, on a non-official day, I will plane the 
recommendations before the Hou.se. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that the matter should be taken 
up this Session, and I think tliat this is a matter which (Government should 
accommodate on one of their official business days. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will try to take that matter up this 
Session. 

Mr, FAZLI/R RAHMAN: Sir, I would like to know whether Govern- 
ment communicated to .>ou the name of the M. L. A. who has lieen 
arrested. It is a convention of this House that w'hen a member of this 
House is arrested, his name is communicated to the Speaker; Has it been 
done this timeP 
IS 
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Mr# DEPUTY SPEAKER 9 There is no such convention that the name* 
should he communic^ated to the Speaker. 

Mfi FAZLUR RAHMAN. Sir Azizul Haque always told us that the 
name was communicated to him. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As I have already said, I will just enquire 
into the matter and ^ive you the name. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I would like to draw your attention to 
these few words. It ou^ht to he our j)rivile|^e, and at least this courtesy 

OUffht to he shown to this House, that when a inemher of this House is 

arrested, his name should he ((uninunicatc*!! to the House throupfh you. 
It is a claim on tlie (lovermiient of this House, and it is a question of 
privileffe that wlienever a mcmher of this Htnise is arrested, it is simply 
courtesy that the name should 1 h? connnunicatfMl to the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I have alread\ told \ou that the recom- 
mendation of the Privilege ('ommittee will come uj) heff>re tlie House later 
in the Session. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: You were }>leased to say that 
you would alh)w discus>,ions on the privile^ev of this House on a non- 
ofticial day. (huild we not he^ of \ou to imprcs*^ upon this irresponsible 

(lovernment to allot a sp(‘cial da\ foi tlo* discussicm ot this rif^ht hecau.se 

privilege of the House so far a> we arc coiu erncil is more otticlal tlian any 
(Government Hill is of the type that is hein^^ hrou^dil torward in this Housed 
Therefon* I appeal to \ou io sec that our rijjfhts and privile^^es ar(‘ plat'cd 
as No. 1 ami tin* test as cominjji; afterwards. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I may tel] >ou that I am in correspondence 
with the Home Dejutrtment. 1 am trvinfr to take u|> this matt<*r on a non- 
ofticial day. I shall also try ainl have a talk witli the I^eader of the 
Opposition with a view to takinj; up this matter this Session. 


Short-notice Question. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: May 1 draw ^owr attention to a communica- 
tion that 1 rec<‘ivcil from the Assembly IVpartinent in connection with a 
ahort-iiotice ([uestioii of which 1 jruve noticel" That communication is 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is that about y 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Kefrarding the arrest of Mr. Sasankba 
Sekhnr Sanynl and Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Khm Bahadur MBHAMMED ALIs Sir, the matter concemiiit the 

arrest of one meml>er could not l>e delayed, Wause it is of extreme 
importance. You have power to bring members to attend the Session. 
If necessary, you should consider if the matter could not be dealt with 
before the conclusion of this Session. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall try. 


Debate on the Hon’bie the Chief Minister’s Statement. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am certain that the honourable 
memliers of this House have perused the buig and invaluable statement of 
the Hon’bie Chief Minister printed in the Hengal (iovernment Press, on 
this occasion with some show (d ade<juate reason, d'hose who exjiected to 
find in the statement materials regarding the beneficent aclivilies of this 
Ministry since the Hudget Sessum must have been giievousl> <lisapj»ointed. 
When we last met. Sir. the Ministers told us that the\ had just taken olHce 
and hence they were not able to show an\ achievement. From the time of 
their assumption of office ujj till now ten months have passed, and the 
statement of the Hon’bie Chief Minister is an equal blank. What is his 
attitude P “We have done nothing excejit get our pay and our emoluments. 
J)on’t you know that there is a war on, and when there is a war on what on 
earth can we doP Anything that we can do will be considi‘red cmitroversiul 
politics.” On the floor of the House they assureil us solemnly that imme- 
diately after the Hudget Se*«snni tlo*y yvould convene a nietUiiig of the* Select 
Committee on the Secondary Kdinatiou Hill. lemg affci. m the month of 
July the> (^livened >uch a meeting only tor three days ami I hen postponed 
it ne^r to convent* it ai all They calletl a meeting of l'a;l\ Lcaifers to 
consider the reconmieiidat ions ot iln* l^.iml Hevernie ( omm ission . hut it 
never met and \ya> adjourned sim- div They citised then eyes tf» necessary 
reforms in tin* Calcutta ( orporitiion het au-*!* those matteis would he con- 
sidered eoiitnivei '*ial. in fact, eyer ythinr' i-' t .muovt'rxii.il unle-'s ii cun 

damage the Muslim cause. 'I'hat is riot eoniroveisial, and there* is a sinyiilai 
unanimity in this resjiect in the Mahasahha rtmt Foruarti Itioi and the 
J’rogressive Muslim (iroiip. Hence, altliough it will kill primary etliication 
and the tlistrict school hoards where tin* Mushm.s hayc got a |»rc(h»minanf 
voice, the Ministers have introthiccd the Rural Ibimaiv Ftlucation (Amend- 
ment) Hill which makes Us realise iinire than any I lung else how tin* Chief 
Minister and his part> haye stdtl themselves tt» the Hirnlu Malia^abha- * 
“for are we not out to crush tlie Muslims.” says tlie Chief Minister, “and b> 
God, we will (jo it!” That is tin* attitude which has been taken by the 
Hon’bie Chief Minister. Lo<»k through the whole sfatemenl. J)o you find 
ill it a word of apology regarding the Sw.'ondarv Education HillP Do you 
find in it any reference to jute upon which the prosperity and the entire 
rural economy of the cultivator depends P This Government have not done 
nnytliing and have not moved their little finger——. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am sorry to interrupt you. Does that^ 
•rgrument arise out of the Chief Minister’s statement? 

Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. The Government have not moved 
their little finjfer, although the peasantry is on the verge of collapse. When 
we fixed 10 annas Japan was not at war. It was feared that the entry of 
Japan into the war might create a different situation. The military appre- 
ciation was that Japan would be effaced from the Pacific Ocean. In any 
event the passage of jute would not be decreased or hindered. Still we had 
our doubts. The mill-owners and the Government of India assured us that 
they would step into the breach, that they would come to the rescue of the 
cultivators if the prices fell and if there was no buyer. Sir, our worst 
fears have been realised. On the floor of this House I remember myself and 
an expert like Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddifji — pressing on this Ministry the 
necessity of curtailing sowings. The Hon’ble Minister for Commerce, the 
representative, Sir, of Khudai Bulls on the floor of this House, states that 
he culled upon the public to sow not less than 8 annas. He has the effrontery 
to come to the H(»use when the prices are c.ollaj>sing and say that he called 
upon the cultivator never to sow less than 8 annas although about 4 or 5 
annas would have been the maximum that the cultivators should have been 
allowed to sow. Tliey have not moved their smallest finger to rectify this 
grave error. It is more than probable that if the mill authorities had been 
approached they would have done something to relieve the situation. We 
have pointed out the gn*at danger to the Provinct* owing to the inactivity 
and callousness of (loveniment . Tlie .Muslim League met and passed 
resolutions on the subject. Wt* have submitted resolutions and special 
motions and address«*s to His K\(*ellency the Governor on the Jute Policy. 
The great Progressive Party. whi<dj mt‘ets from time to time to advise the 
Ministry f»r t(» endorse its action, that Progressive Party th^t has taken 
dislionestly, so it is characterist‘<l in certain (|uarters, money from the*public 
revenues for its travelling ex]>enseh, that Progressivt* Party which met on 
different oceasions after the Muslim League had j>ointed out the deficiencies 
of the (iovernnu'nt in respect of its evjwuation and denial policy, that 
Progressive Part> has now one dav ago met to consider what policy the 
Govern men t sliouhl adopt on tin* question ot jute and has passed a resolution 
which I should like the honourahle inemlMTs of the Kuropean group, who 
are suj)})orting this Ministry and. more than that, priding themselves on 
being a ver\ important component part of the Progressive Party although 
keeping out of it~~like Mr. Gandhi, who is not even a 4-anna member of the 
Congress -to note and support, namely, that the price of low bottom jute 
should be Hs. 8 and, that the minimum price for jute should be fixed by 
legislation. 1 wonder if the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed now recalls 
that at one time be and bis party toured all over the province demanding 
that the minimum price of jute should be fixed. But may I ask why has 
not th(* Government taken any such action, if not by legislation, at least by 
an Ordinance. Government would then have had an opportunity of 
ascertaining the views of the House including that of its European 
•upporters on such a demand? Sir, such a subject of importance aa tlw 
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* educational institutions have been totally ignored, in the statement? That 
is a matter which concerns us most intimately. But in the statement there 
is not a word regarding it nor is there any survey of the economic situation 
in the country, nor any indication as to how the Ixovernment propose to 
deal with those several parts of Bengal where the aus crop has failed due to 
drought. Government and Ministers appear to be blissfully unconscious 
about the distress that is looming on the horizon of the province, but not a 
word is said how the Government propose to deal with the situation. The 
Cabinet seem to think that they justify themselves fully if thev remain 
inactive and spend their time in intrigue, in patronage, in jobbei v, in self- 
advertisement, in spot lights, and in devising ways and means to damage 
the cause of the Muslim communitx. One would go on almost indefinitely 
in this matter. But before 1 ref(*r to to this precious address I would like 
to touch u])on one item regarding which the House is entitled to have 
information at the earliest opportunity, namely, how has the sum of Rs. 1 
lakh sanctioned in the name of communal harmony, been spent? ^I’his large 
sum of money was sanctioned bj the House witlumt any details, and it is 
high time that (iovernment framed the details and placed them before the 
House. 4S0 fur as we know. Sir, this constitutes a fund which along with 
the Publicity fund is utilised to give supfiort to papers and individuals who 
support the Chief Minister. 'Phis fund is at his disjiosal and it (constitutes 
his secret service or patronage fund. .Sir, I shall give one instance as tii 
how this money i.s being spent. Let the Chief Minister den> that Its. 8 per 
inch of advertisment is being paid to his paper .Xnnif/uf/a. Now, while 
Rs. 8 per inch is being paid to the Savayyga, the Azad gets below Rs. 2 
and the Anand<i Bazar Patrika something above Rs. 2 per inch of the same 
advertisement. Let the Chief Minister contradict the statement that he 
spends Rs. 8 per inch on advertisements in a newspajier which he patronises. 
There i.s another paper which has no circulation at all, dot) copies of it are 
daily purchased by the (iovernment merely Wcause it supports the Chief 
Minister and runs down the Muslim League. ]<et him contradict the state- 
ment that he is paying money to .some students to travel all over the 
province to create an atmosphere in his favour that he should he brought 
back within the fold of the Muslim I/cague, ((Vies of “.Shame I “Shame!*’ 
from the Muslim League benches.) and that the Muslim League cannot 
exist without him. 1 can even give liim the names of some of the Muslim 
students to whom money has lieen paid. 

Now, Sir, I would like to refer to what little he has said in his statement 
on such of the matters on which he has taken the House int(» his supposed 
confidence. He has kept us in the dark on the internal situation. Alwut 
the Congress campaign he .said, “1 do not think I can at this juncture 
profitably say .very much. An opportunity may mcur later for a longer 
and fuller statement”. Extremely convenient indeeil ! 

With regard to what he calls the very regrettable incident arising out 
of the circumstances in which the police force found it necessary to open 
fire in jail, he said, “I do not wish to make any observation ounthe incidenta 
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in Berhampore Central Jail at the present moment” ^Cries of “Shame!* 
Shame!” from the Muslim Leag^ue Opposition benches) — a g^hastly tragedy 
where there should have been a special enquiry. He said, “I do not wish 
to say anyth at the present moment." Are we then going: to hear nothing 
from him about the Dacca Jail shooting affair where the Security prisoners 
W'ere shot like rabbits After a most inconclusive statement the Hon'ble 
Minister says, “1 do not wish to say anything further”. If the Chief 
Minister knows nothing about anything or chooses to wait for statements to 
be made by his opponents in the House for deveIo])ing his arguments and 
obtaining a dialectic thrill, that is not administration, it is cheap clap- 
trap. Sir, what does he say in his statement ^ The Hon’ble Minister gives 
a long account of the A.K.P. services which are nothing but an apology 
for transforming what should have been largely a voluntary service into a 
paid service. He a[)peals to the honourable members of this House, if they 
wish to perform a most valuable service to the countr\, t(> use their influence 
to secure suitable vidunteers. What a coiifessit)n of his failure, what a 
confession of his own incompetence, w'hat a confession of his unpopularity 
and of that of his colleagues! He realises that he has failed utterly in 
arousing the slightest euthusiavsm in the minds of the peoj)le for war efforts. 
In fact, in the last nine months sup])orted h> the Hindu Mahasahha and 
the Forward Bloc of the (hmgress he has made no attempt whatsoever 
towards the war effort. He know.s he is hated, despised and condemned by 
the Muslim community, and wliatever he sass will be reje(‘ted by the Muslim 
community; and his Hindu colleagues will never oj)en their lips even ip 
this crisis or carry on any propaganda tor voluntary efforts which may help 
the war efforts. Today, Sir, when the war <‘loud threatens Bengal it is on 
•uch rotten foundations that the government of this unha}>py province is 
based. Thnmghout there is not a word of explanation, not one word of 
apology or regret for the manner in which the interests of the Muslims and 
the S('heduled Castes have been massacred in tlu* selection of the personnel 
of the A.U.P. servic es. When the Muslim League brought it to the notice 
of the public, the Jivtu/al Weekli/, the organ of the t’hiet Minister, came 
out witli a statement that the eomiuuiial ratio rules did not apply to the 
A.H.P. services and when there was a storm of protest, the lietufii] Weekly 
withdrew it and said that the Communal Ratio Rules did apply to the 
A.R.P. services, and then the Se(*returv of the Progressive Muslim Party 
who comes to the rescue of this Ministry front time to time formed a 
committee of entjuirv and ai»pealed to the public to give them information 
regarding the A.R.P. services, ns if the Minister (‘oncerned and his 
department knew nothing about it and it was necessary to have an enquiry 
committcH* of the party to know what the facts were. If this is not eye- , 
wash, W'hat it isJ^ 

Then, Kir, the next item is the consideration of the question of evacua- 
tion and the denial policy and the eonipeiisation which is being paid to the 
people. The Hon'ble Minister will. I think, remember how' the people of 
Chittagong and Feni were given 24 hours’ notice and were paid no compen* 
nation at alL Sir, the present rules are, of course, a great improvement eft 



tm.] 


Ujailfijf MINISTEE’S STAmumT, 

•the past position but nothing, so far as we know, has been done to pay 
compensation to these unfortunate people who have been turned out without 
any redress. 

Sir, the next item is the very general, hnphaKard and unsatisfactory 
condition of the food problem, of the supply and the price of the necessities 
of life. This is the darkest spot in the administration of the Ministry. 
Nothing w'hatsoever has been done and what is now being done is perhaps 
too late. Sir, this crisis, this misfortune of the peoj)le has been taken 
advantage of to distribute patronage and to supply salt, sugar, rice and 
other controlled <ommodities to those who can approach the authorities; 
persons who have nothing to do wdth trade have l>een set up and patronised, 
and instead of legitimate traders being consulted in tlie matter of food 
supply, persons w'ho have nothing to do with business have l>ecome over- 
night commercial magnates. All of a sudden a gentleman in Bhowanipur 
is given 1,(KK) maunds of salt and 10(1 bags of sugar to distribute. It 
transpires that this gentleman is a Secretary of the Bliowanipur Hindu 
Mahasnhlia ((Vies of “Shame! Shame!” from Opposition Benches.) under 
the immediate jiatronage of the Hoiride the Finance Ministt*r. I have no 
objection to this. After all, is this not u Hindu Muhasahha Ministry with 
a show-boy as its puppet hea<l ^ (Orles of “Shame! Shame!” from Opposi- 
tion Benches.) But matters ^hould not go further If they are found out 
they must luO be saved One Suhodh (Miandra KuimIu, a hardware 
merchant, is supplied with 100 bags of sugar (Hi the recommendation of the 
Hoii’ble Finance Minister. This gentleman — that is, Mr. Kundu, not the 
Finance Minister -is arrested b\ the Bhowanipur (liana for profiteering. 
He is brouglit to the ihana and released on bail. By some mysterious 
process following a representation to the Hon’ble the (’hief Minister the 
prosecution against him is dropjied ((Vies of “Shame! Shame!” from 
Opjio^ition Tlenches.) You know Kali Babu ; all the honourable gentlemen 
opposite in the IVogressive Party know Kali Babu. He is the gentleman 
W'ho haunts the residence of tlie Hon'hle the iCViief Minister. His name is 
Babu Kalidas Bose. He has suddenh become a (annmercial magnate. 
He is a partner in a com'crn which is known as the Civil Supply Stores 
Syndicate and this has a chain of ‘20 shojis throughout the city. He writes 
in his letter jiaper “Becogirised (iovernment shops”. He can get wliatever 
he w'ants — ten thousand maunds, twenty thousand maunds at a time, (his 
is mereh a trifle to him. Fnfortunately, Kali Babu is arresteil for profiteer- 
•ing (Laughter.) Fortunately for him. Sir, on the intervention of the 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister the case is dropped. ((Vies of “Shame! 
Shame” from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I have given you enough 
latitude. I nfigbt say that crying of “shame” is an interruption and is 
highly unparliamentary. 

Mr* M. S* tUHRAWARDY: What is the uae, Sir, of the Hon'ble the 
Chief M inkier saying in his vainglorioua statement ”We seek co-operation 
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but if the trade cannot deal with its own black sheep we may hare to apply* 
compulsion”. Are these the black sheep of the trade? Let me give another 
example. One Dulal Chandra Dhar refused to honour a permit of 10 bags 
of sugar. He was taken to task by the department. He has had the 
effrontery or the indiscretion to make an endorsement “Kindly refer to the 
Hon’ble Minister”. Fortunately, Sir, this matter is being proceeded with. 
Let us await the result. Since Mr. Pinnell assumed office 50 shops have 
been opened for the supply of rice — Oovernment-controlled rice — and of 
this rice — fortunately the (Government of India had some in its possession — 
is now being doled out to the people in Calcutta. The selection of these 
shops was to be from well <*stabli8hed and old dealers, and obviously, Sir, 
a new concern known as the United Stores, a concern flourishing just beneath 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s house and presumably under his eagle eye, 
was left out. On the recommendation of the Hon’ble the Chief . Minister 
it bus since been included. But such instances could be given ad infinitum. 
We are more concerned with the distribution and we are entitled to demand 
that Muslim shops should be opened in Muslim localities so that Muslims 
sliould be served. Probably, these Muslim shops will be the only ones that 
will carry on in case of air raids and we cannot afford to take the risk of 
Muslim masses starving owing to the disappearance of the shopkeepers of 
another community. The officers have not been able to discover more than 
seven Muslims in the w'hole of Calcutta to whom this privilege may be 
given although the Muslim merchants are the biggest rice merchants in 
Calcutta. We earnestly re<|uest you. Sir, whoever looks after this affair tc 
rectify this error at an early date. 

Sir, I have very little time to refer to the Home (Guards. The whole 
thing is an impraci icahle s(dution. In a union composed of ten thousand 
persons 2^) people are going to be eho.sen for tbe purpose of guarding their 
region. Those 25 people are actually going to be chosen for the purpose of 
receiving the H(»n’ble Ministers when they go to any particular place. 
Civic Guards, paid Civic (Guards, today are being turned out to receive 
Hou’ble Ministers when they arrive at particular places. Is it for this that 
the defence -services have been created? Is it for this that the money is 
being paid to the Civic Guards and the money comes from the provincial 
coffers? The obje('ts, Sir, of creating these Home Guards, I am constrained 
to say, are not the objects which the Hon’ble Minister outlines in his state- 
ment, and. Sir, an extraordinary statement has been made by him. Coercion 
by tbe Ministers could hardly gc) further. Persons are given gun licences 
either for protection or for sport. We ha<l heard. Sir, but we did not 
believe it (hat pressure was being brought to bear on these gun licencees to 
join the Home Guards. They were told that unless they joined the Home 
Guards their gun licences would be taken away. We did not believe, Sir, 
that the authorities could stoop to that level but tbe Chief Minister bluntly 
made that statement on the floor of this House, “We look to gun licencees 
to join the Home Guards and we shall be prepared to bring pressure upon 
licence holders either to enrol or to make their weapons available for the 
eotnmoB defence”, a enphelnistic way of saying that “If yon do not joiii 
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*tlie Home Guards we will take away your weapons^*. We had never thought 
that the administration would stoop to that. 

Nothing is said, Sir, regarding the infamous circular about the Home 
Guards under which Muslim Leaguers were to he kept out. Special 
directions were given not to take Muslim Leaguers but to (‘onsult the Hindu 
Mahasabha. I believe, Sir, it has been changed, but T would like to see 
not only the amended circular in which this has been changed, because I 
am aware that an amended circular has gone out. but also the original 
circular. Unless the Chief Minister can place both the circulars before the 
House I am not prepared to take back the statement which has been corro- 
borated not by one officer of the (loverninent but by several officers of 
Government. 

Before I sit down, Sir, 1 crave your indulgence to refer to th(‘ purple 
passage in that statement regarding the p(di(‘y of the Govern men t in refer- 
ence to the (Nmgress campaign. Is this Ministry a Janus with two heads, 
one turned to the Governor and one turned to the people- — . 

(The red light was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrauardy, you have covtua'd more ihau 
25 minutes. 1 have given \ou 10 minutes more. 1 hope yon will finish 
in a minute. 

^ ilr* H. $• 8UHRAWARDY: J’hank >ou, Sir. Is this Ministry a Janus 
with tw’o heads, one turned to the Governor and one turn(*d \o the people, 
or a three-headed monstrosity, a small head also turned to the European 
group — a tliree-headed Mahasabha inorrster. To the Governor the Ministry 
say Me are your huinhle Hlav(*s, we w'ill do whatever you like*; we will 
shut up, w% will incarcerate, we will get h(dd of our own people, our 
parti!«ns and supporters, and we will put them in jail. To the public they 
say “We condemn this repressive policy of the Government". “We are 
not responsible for it”, says Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee at a Press 
Conference. W hen asked why the Government of Bengal was carrying 
out a repressive policy, he .said “AVe were not consulted by the Government 
of India wdien th(*y luuruhed upon this policy”. Moreover, he made a very 
very remarkable statement. It is this: . 

DEPUTY SPEAKERS Mr. Suhraw'ardy, you are not permitted to 
read extracts from newspapers. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is a press statement. He said: 
‘Ministers in the Provinces had to conform to the policy”. Sir, a more 
incorrect statenient, a more misleading statement could not be made. The 
Government of India stated that the Ministry was expected to conform to 
their policy. The Ministry could have disagreed with it. The Ministry 
could have gone so far as to say “We do not agree with this policy”, but if 
we are required to carry it out, call upon ue under section 126 of the 
Ok^venunent of India Act and we shall carry on, ai though we disagree^ 
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Have done notking of the kind; all the acts are being done under the* 
authority of the (iovernment of Bengal; but the responsibility is being 
attempted to be foisted on the Government of India. This is not honest. 
He says that the Bengal Ministry ane not responsible, it is really the 
Government of India which are responsible, and they are merely canying 
out the policy of the Government of India. Sir, 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time limit but was 
allowed to continue his speech.) 

Now, Sir, the European Group say what does it matter, let the poor lads 
have their say before the public. The European Group will pat the 
Ministry on the back and the Ministry will say “Even if we are dishonest 
in our statements hear with us; we mu.st cling to our seat.s; please support 
us. We are very good boys, w^e will do whatever you will ask us to do, only 
permit us to tell the public that we are not responsible for all this and 
that we condemn it.” At the instance of the Iloiride the Chief Minister 
who presides over tlie Home Department, the Secretary of the Party, who 
comes to the rescue of tlie Ministry from time to lime, issued a statement 
calling upon the public to tell him how many arrests liad been made and 
how many persons had been killed; and so on; another eye-wash to make it 
appear that the Ministry is utterly innocent and disowns responsibility for 
the acts of its officers. The -Ghief Minister does not know what the Commis- 
•ioner of Police does, does not ladieve what the Gommissioner of Police 
«ays, he calls upon the public to tell him what the real facts are. We are 
expected to put our trust in this Ministry, Sir, the main directors and 
partisans of which are suspected of intrigue against the (iovernment. This 
Ministry is against the war pcdicy of the British Gabinet and against the 
policy of (he (iovernment of India. To use the words of my esteemed 
friend Mr. Siddi(|l this action (»f the Ministry, if anything, undernnnes the 
public morale and breeds complete distrust in the (iovernmenr of tl^e day. 

The Hon*ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ( 'ome and occupy these 

MAts. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; AVhether we occupy them or not is a 
different mutter. If you have any self-respect, any sense of decency or 
honesty, your first duty is to go out of office, 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speakei, Sir, I am afraid 
Mr. Suhrawardy got himself into unnece.s.sury difficulties when he adopted 
the simile of a Janus headed body for the present Government. If he had 
adopted the simile of the hydra headed monster then he might have added . 
ma many beads as he liked without imposing any limitations upon himself 
and he would not have been put to so much trouble to add us on. His simile, 
however, is both inapt and inaccurate and how he can include us as one of 
the heads of Oovernmeni is beyond my comprehension. 

To eome now' to the statement of the Hon'ble Chief Minister. This state* 
Slkfiit has been useful in more than one respect, for it has clarihed sonif 
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^int8 aad raised others on whi-ch we should like further infonnatioa. 
Many of us have been anxious to know what steps (foverumeiit has taken 
to solve the unusual and urgent problems raistnl by the near approac’h of 
the Japanese enemy to our borders and to have some reassurance that the 
measures taken have been in keeping with the gravity of the situation. In 
considering the Chief Minister s statement, therefore, eacli (iovernment 
activity must be viewed against the background of the war and its value 
assessed by the degree in which it strengthens the war effort and increases 
the security of the province us a whole. We know that the administration 
has been working under a heav\ strain in grappling with new" and 
unprecedented tasks, but the circumstances call for exct*j>tionul efforts; we 
realise also that a heavy resj)onsibilit\ is imposed upon all of us who are 
members of the Legislature t(» co-operate with those efforts and assist w'ith 
constructive critic ism where we cun. 

Of many unw'ont(*d tasks impoNed upon the administration the measures 
fur evacuation and the putting into effect ot the denial policy have probably 
been tlie most difficult which they have had to dc*al with, f(»r these measures, 
dictated as they are by military necessity, must incvitubl\ cause some incon- 
venience and even hardship in individual rases. AVe do believe that the 
Oovernment and its otbeers have made every eiidenvcnir to rednee hardship 
to the ininininni and that coinpcuisution to those de})rived of their property 
has been jniid on a full and generous scale Nevertheless dedays and 
mistakes have* undouhtedl\ occurred, and we hope Oovernment will speed 
tip the rectificat ion of these on the* same generous lines. 

Compensation, howc‘ver. iinjxirtant as it may be, is onl.\ one usjiect of 
evacuation and denial and another no less important aspect is the after 
care of the evacuees and of those who have been deprivexl of bouts and other 
possessions essential to the routine of tlieii dail\ lives. On this subject fbe 
iiifori#ation supplied by the* Chief Minister is meagre and not altogether 
satisfactory. We should like to have more and 1 hoi>p he will give it. 
Then theie are other asfiects of the defenc'c of the provinc’c. KviU’uation 
and denial, absolutely essential as they are, and better as they are, than 
the alternatives of plunder and confiscation without coinpcrisation, repre- 
sent rather the negative side of defence. The more positive and important 
side is the protection afforded by the military forces jiresenl in the 
threatened areas; and we must not overlook the IxMiefits whieli the jiresence 
of large numbers of these forces in the province have had or bring in the 
«bape of money and employment. This influx of spending power and the 
very good relations which we have been t(dd exist between the forces and 
the civil population must have l>een of very great benefit, particularly in 
* remote districts, and we would have appreciated bearing sometbiug more on 
this side of the question. \A^e hope the Chief Minister will be good enough 
to tell us. 

The question of the A.R.P. arrangements in the [province and 
|»artiettlarly in Calcutta will lie discussed more fully by later speakers, but 
I should like to say here that much as has been done there is still room for 
m Ifreat deal more. The effSciency and equipment of the A.R.P. iServioea 
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muit be further improved, and much more sympathetic and intelligent 
handling of voluntary workers is essential if the valuable assistance which 
these can render are to be retained. We have been fortunate in that we 
have had no raids on Calcutta so far, but the complacency which has grown 
up is one of our most serious dangers at the present time; because of that 
absence of raids tlie slackness of the public in not taking shelter when the 
air-raid warning sounds shows only too clearly that the warning is not 
taken seriously. The Commissioner of Police and His Excellency the 
Governor himself have fold us that these are not practice warnings, and the 
only deduction which can be made is that there are Japanese enemy planes 
in the neighbourhood and a bombing raid may develop at any time. What 
that would mean wdth the civilian population not taking shelter was shown 
only too clearly in the first raid on Pangoon. An intensified campaign of 
warning to the public to take shelter should be (‘arried out at once. 

We are glad to hear of the improvement in the organisation and training 
of the Civic Guards, for these, particularly in Calcutta, have become 
increasingly important and have been taking on more and more duties 
connected not only with law and order but with A. R. P., Government 
controlled grain shops, ainl other activities. The usefulness of a body of 
this kind is difficult to overestimate and they should receive every official 
encouragement that it is possible to give. 

On the other hand, the jjosition with regard to the Home Guards is not 
quite so clear. We are glad to l<‘arn that some progress has been macle 
w'ith their organ isetion and training, but it does aj)pear that there has been 
too much delay over questions of appointments and (‘ontrol. \^'e are glad 
to bear from the Chief Minister that, us he puts it, “There is no sectarianism 
in the organisation which is open to all, irrespective of political or religious 
affiliation”, but repeated new*spaper reports regarding the appointment of 
captains have established the impression that all is not well in this brgani- 
sation. For instance, we were told that no member of the Muslim League 
can be appointed as a caf)tain, and, although we understand that such 
instructions, if issued, were subsequently withdrawn, the position is by 
no means clear, and 1 Lope that the (Miief Minister will take an «>pportuniiy 
in concluding the debate of removing all doubts and misunderstandings. 
We should also like to hear from the Opposition that members of the Muslim 
Lt'ague are not in any way barred by the liCague from joining the Home 
Guard. This organisation is one of tremendous potential usefulness in 
which every one can co-operate irrespet'tive of creed, caste or politics, and 
wc should like to know that no patriotic Bengali is forbidden by political 
considerations from taking part through this organisation in the defence 
of his homeland. 

The question of food supply and price control was discussed in this 
House last week, but on this all-important question the information 
appearing in the Chief Minister’s statement appears to us to be both 
inadequate and disappointing. For months paat the control organisatioa 
lias appeared incapable of coping with this large and intricate problem.^ A 
Communique published some weeks ago revealed that the Department waa 
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Wng reorganised under a Director of Civil Supplies. We had hoped 
tliat the Chief Minister would give fuller details and satisfactory informa- 
tion regarding the plan and schemes of the new organisation. Instead wo 
are given some very general information with regard to the supply p.isitioii 
which 18 neithei definite nor reassuring. The Aain aspects of the question, 
namely, distribution and price control, are touched upon in the lightest 
fashion, and we are told practieally nothing about the 50 controlled 
grain shops which Government has recently opened. We have heard 
Mr. Suhrawardy 8 comments on these and I hope the Chief Minister will 
take the opportunity of satisfying an anxious legislature on this question. 
It is not enough to say as the Chief Minister has said “that the Province 
can help itself considerably by organising a comprehensive and anti- 
hoarding drive in Calcutta and districts with the ac»tive support and co- 
operation of organised trade and the leaders of public opinion.” What 
does this mean, Sir:^ Who is to do the organising and how P 

And lastly, Sir, I come to what is the most important problem of all, 
namely, the organised campaign of disturbance which has broken out in 
the province since the ratification of the Congress Working Committee’s 
resolution by the All-India Congress Committee. A campaign it is signi- 
ficant to note which has not been participated in by the Muslim commu- 
nity. Of all Ihe recent dangers which have threatened the province, this 
is the most serious and the most lamentahle, and I should like at the 
outset to assure the Chief Minister and the Government that we as a Party 
%nd a community congratulate Government on their handling of -the 
situation and condemn utterly and unreservedly the ('iiinf>aign and the 
steps which led up to it. We are in no two minds about this, and we 
stand firmly in support of this Government and the (jrovernnH*nt at tlie 
Centro in the policies which they are at present pursuing. Attempts have 
been made lo create the impression that Europeans in Bengal are divided in 
their ^wn minds as to the rightness or wrongness of the policy in higher 
regions which is held to have provoked the disturbances all over India 
which have affected us here in Bengal to sneli a eonMideru)>)e (*xtent. This 
has arisen out of the publicity given in the jiress during tin past week 
or so to a resolution passed hv a small and anonymous group of Eunqieans 
expressing the opinion “That the British Government should forthwith 
announce its readiness to transfer full power.s to a National Government 
of India and provide immediate facilities for its formation". That, how- 
ever, does not represent the opinion of my Party, and I claim to speak for 
practically the whole of the European communky in Bengal where oui 
numbers are' greater than in any other part of India when I say that we 
and our constituents wholeheartedly support the policy recently affirmed 
by the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for India; and further 
that we have (ull confidence in the Viceroy and his Executive Council in 
any steps they may take to se<*ure the early achievement of the full self- 
government and independence of India as an ec^ual partner in the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. The speeches in the Central Assembly at 
Delhi last week of three European members, all from this province, set out 
very fully and clearly our attitude to this question as a whole, and the 
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picture they have given of European opinion is accurate and unmietat? 
able. There is nothing whatsoever which can be properly described as a 
division of opinion among us and, although there may be a few dissidents 
from the general opinion that is no unusual thing and need not be given 
undue importance. We, Europeans, in Bengal are neither die-hard nor 
reactionary. We wish to serve India and the province and help in the 
early establvshment of an independent government, but at the same time 
we have a srtrong sense of realism and of what is practical, particularly 
in the middle of a life-and-death war. 50 per cent, of our nlfele 
population in Bengal are already in the fighting services and of those of 
us who are left t know of none who is not engaged in some direct war 
activity to help achieve that victory wdiich means every bit as much to 
India as to any other of the United Nations. 

So far as the j)reHcnt situation in Bengal is concerned, we affirm our 
fullest support of the measures taken by the (iovernment of India and by the 
Government of Bengal to deal with the organised campaign of lawlessness 
and sabotage which has done .so much to help the Axi.s i»owers and which 
would have done so much more had it not been checked. Thi.s sabotage, 
directed chiefly against our vital c(unmunications, and the whole vicious 
campaign, has resulted in harm not onl\ to the security of this province 
bul to tin* defence of the country as a whole and the (’ommon cause of 
freedom f(>r which the Tnited Nations are fighting. The firm measures 
already taken, and particularly the promptness with which they wej[€ 
taken, have undoubtedly saved this province from disaster. (’om[)laints 
there} will be that in (jindliiig disturbances innoeiMit peojile have lost iheir 
lives. No one could deplore this more than do, hut in dealing with 
muss vi(denee it is untortunateh evju' the laist* that a tew oi the innoeent 
Hufl’er with the guiltv. Hut, had prompt and linn action not^ bet'ii taken, 
had the disturhanees been alh»wed to develoj) and sjuead, the numher of 
innocents killed would hav<' been vastlx uieieased H> their switt and firm 
action and h> the courage ami skill tlie\ have displaced umlei- the most 
trying eireumstanees this (JoveFiiment of Hengal MiiiistFUs and the Ihdiee 
they eoiitnd have undouhledl\ saved eountles> lives, and surely we owe 
them a dtdit ot gratitude fot that alone. 

In conidusion. Sir. I wouhl like to make an appeal. In my own 
youtiger day.s I have seen country people driven from their homes, under 
shell-fin*, by the advancing tide of war It is a harrowing sight and one 
which 1 hojie never to set* again, particularly in this province of Bengal. 

I would appeal therefore to every responsible Indian Nationalist, and to 
every Bengali patriot who values the cause of jieaee anti freedom, and 
desires to see tlie tiefeat of the Japanese or any of the aggressor powers 
before they can lay hands on this province, to support the Government and 
its executive officers to the utmost of their capacity in the restoration of law 
and order throughout * the ctiuntry; and to devote thernselvea heart and 
aeul to helping the War effort wherever and whenever they can for the 
early and, complete achierement of Victory. 
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Mr. tYED BADRUDDUilA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I thought I 
should refrain from taking part in the discussion on the statement of tke 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister this morning, but 1 fiml that tlie responsibility 
has been thrust on my shoulders on account of the speet'hes of the membera 
opposite. Though we belong entirely to two different schools of tlumgbt 
at the present moment, I have nothing but great admiration for the 
wonderful abilities of Mr. Suhrawardy. I thought Mr. Suhrawardy 
would take a calm and dispassionate view of the entire question and would 
not allow any personal consideration to intervene in his discussion of the 
Chief Minister’s statement. Mr. Suhraviard> in dealing with the situation 
has dealt with certain aspects which recjuire serious consideration. We 
do feel, Sir, that the lime has come when all the nnunhers of this House 
representing the various constituencic'i in Bengal sliould investigate all the 
questions that are involved in his statement. Sir. 1 cun assure the 
honourable members ojiposite that we are here not to support th(‘ (Govern- 
ment simply biM-anse we belong to that party, we are not to support the 
(iovernment in any wnmg policx pnrsue<l by tliem. rnfortnnately, how- 
ever, Mr. Suhraward\, while dealing with the situation, lias lost sight of 
the various factors, various i-onditions, which have imposed u]ion the 
present (iovernment difficulties that are not 4*aHil\ surinountalde in the 
circumstances in which they liave been placed. First of all. with the 
advent of this new Ministry tlH*\ were f acini with a menace from the enemy 
knocking at onr doors The\ were also iaced with the dithculty of adequaU^ 
iood supply owing to le^t net ion of movement of essential commodities of 
life. ’l’hc\ were also faced with difficulties regarding transport, 
due to the Denial Folicy deii\ing facilities for movements of country houts 
in the coastal distriiK ot Mcng-al 'Phev liave also ficcn laced with diffi- 
culties that have heen crcatc(l due to the disturhances following the arrest 
of Congress^leadci s -difficult ic*. ot such coin]dc\ity and magnitude as have 
arisen^ iluring the regime ot tlic incserit Ministry (*annot be ignon^d by a 
barrister of Mr. Suliraw ard\ standing. Sir, in sjnte of all these ditff- 
culties, in spite of these dangers that have i-onfrontcd us, the (rovennnent 
have not been inactive, as alleged by Mr. Suhrawardy. (iovernment have 
taken up the task of co-ordinating the Civil J)efeiice organisation in right 
earne.st commensurate with the funds at their dispofial. In spite of their 
wild talk I can assure the honourable members opposite that we are ahso- 
lutely satisfied so far a.s the Civil Defence organisation is loncerned. That 
is perfectly all right. But in the matter of ajipointmeiits certainly the 
claims of the Muslims and the Siheduled (’astes have been ignored most 
miserably. And if the (joveriinient is responsible for that it is for the 
Government to defend itself. We Muslims fee! that in the matter of 
appointments, in the matter of distribution of posts to the various classea 
and communities the permanent officials, both Hindus and Europeans, have 
ignored all canons of reasoning, all principles of f airplay and justice. 1 
do not know whether the comnuiual ratio rules did apply in the case of 
A- R. P. appointments made by a particular officer appointed for the 
purpose. I do not know wbeiher the Ministry had a check over the 
▼agaries of these officers — that is a matter for the Ministry to explain. I 
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$m not encroaching upon the rights of the Ministry, nor do I pretend t# 
pry into the secrets of the Cabinet. Let the Chief Minister defend his own 
position. If the Ministry has any responsibility, the Ministry cannot 
absolve itself from that responsibility. Whatever be the position, we are 
not going to defend anything which is indefensible. If we are on a bad 
wicket, we are not going to blame others for it. I can assure the honour- 
able members opposite that we support this Government because we are 
convinced that in the discharge of their responsibilities they have not 
failed us in spite of certain restrictions imposed from outside, by considera- 
tions, by fa<;tors, by circumstances and by forqps over which they have had no 
control. The responsibilities with which the Government have been 
saddled in the present state of things could not have, been imagined in 
normal times and in normal circumstances. 

I now come to the question of Dacca and Berharapore Jails. The Chief 
Minister has referred in brief to 4he Berhampore incident. In these 
matters we feel as strongly as the members of the Opposition do; we feel 
that an equiry should be instituted to look into the allegations made. 
There have been indiscriminate shootings. We have had reports that 
people climbing up trees were shot down, people running for their lives 
were shot down. If these e.xcesses, if this lawlessness, if this hooliganism, 
if this rowdyism of goondas. have got to be checked, the hooliganism and 
rowdyism of the police force has also to he condemned and denounced. It 
is after all a question of investigation, and if after enquiry and investigation 
it is discovered that even though Government had no direct hand in this 
matter, and that the police force that was employed in shooting innocent 
people if they were really innocent people was responsible for it, even 
then the Ministry having the ultimate responsibility in this matter will be 
held responsible. 

Coming to the question of foodstuff, which is one of the most im«/ortant 
questions, I may submit that on the last occasion when the first non-official 
resolution wa.s being discussed in this House, I specially appealed to you, 
Sir, to allow another day for discussion, because we wanted to discuss ^his 
question in details and to know the real position. Sir, this is a question 
which affects the i)eople of the entire province and in the matter of supply 
of foodstuffs we cannot allow anybody to fleece the public, to rob the public 
and to swindle the public. Sir, the time has been very short for iietting 
up an organisation of the Directorate of Supplies, and if there have been 
black sheep in the organisation and factors which have gone again.4 the 
policy of Government such things cannot be changed all at once. But 
times are fast changing, and we want to see vagaries checked, and an 
honest, effective and efficient control, established. No bungling, no* 
swindling, no dirt, no filth and no abomination will be allowed to go un- 
cftiecked. (Khan Bahadur Moiumihei) Ali : Even of the Ministers?) I 
do not know what is the responsibility of the Ministers in these matters. 
It is an unfortunate tragedy, a misfortune in the public life of Bengal 
that some amount of dirt attaches to it whatever the administration in tV« 
democratic constitution. It has <^me to stay, it has become a permanent 
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Mature in the administration of this province, it became u permanent 
feature of any administration — whether the previous administration or the 
present. I am afraid, we mipht be sufferinif from the lep:acy c»f the past. 
It might be that the legacy has fastened on to us, it has stuck on to us and 
that in spite of ourselves we cannot help it. The fact, however, remains 
that we are not a party to that dirt or filth. If there is any dirt or filth, 
it must be washed, and the administration must be pur^»’ed clean so that 
the public life of llengal might flow in its pristine purit> . 

Sir, (“omiiig to the questicm of Secondarv Education may 1 remind my 
learned friend Mr. Shahet'd Suhrawardy, that we met in a Select C'ommittee 
and discussed the questions for three da\s, diseu>sed certain sections and 
provisions of the Kill. After that a point was raised ami that point was 
about the (Chairmanship, and Mr. Fazlur Rahman will hear me out that 
there was a heated di.'.riMsion and ultimately a purticoilar genfleman was 
elected ('hairman. The matter was referred to th<‘ Ad voratt*-( ituieial and 
he opined that tiie partieiilai gentleman could not he the ('hairman. 
Therefore the (^ue^tloIl has heeii postponed for the time lieing. It has been 
referreil to thi* l)t‘jm(\ S]M*iikt‘i loi further eluei<lation ami clai ituaition of 
tlie matter. It is not that wv ai4* goin^ 1(» torp4Mjo tin* Rill, we tire not 
going to slndve tin' Rill As 1 said on om* o(‘easion, we will not submit 
to any dictation, to ;m.\ domination from an> ijuarters. My finoid in his 
overzealousiM'ss said that ue have 1 ecu dominated ]t\ ihv Hindu Maha- 
-ubha. Ma\ 1 reiiund iii\ Maliasaldia truMuls and iriemls of the (’ongress 
jiersuation that ue Muslims <lo not suhmit t(» aii\ domimition hut to tlio 
domination ot (lod Almightx alone We do not submit to the domination 
ot any human agency, not even to the domination of Mr. Fazliil lluq 
himseii. I can assure my triemR opposite that we will not rest on our 
oars, we are going t(» see that tin* Secondary Education Rill is passed into 
• (VoK'l? IKOM IHK OrrosirioN Rknchk.s : Wlu'iii^’ \N ait and \ou 
will see. 1 am telling you in all .sincerity hut in all humility, 
1 am upi>caliiig t(» >ou to pati<*ntly listen ^'tii me. 1 am saying 
this in all sincerity hut in all humility that we feel that 

we 'C annot justify our existence, we cannot justify the existence of the 
Government, we cannot justif> our support to the (iovernment, till the 
Secondary Edm'ation Rill is placed on the StutuU* Rook. May 1 voice the 
feelings of the Muslim friends here ami the Scheduled Gaste friends that we 
must not rest content till the S4*condary Edueation Rill is pas.sed into law. 
I may say here that (iovernment iiave not stood in our way; they have not 
placed any restrictions in our path; (ioverninent are not insineere at all; 
they are not unsympathetic to our aspirations. Governinenl have heljwd 
^ os in every possible way. Let us criticise the (iovernment where criticism 
* is due. Let us not withhold our admiration for the Government where 
admiration is due. liCt us have the courage of our cunviction, let us have 
honesty of purpose, let us have the sincerity, let us have the candour and 
the goodness not to withhold our admiration for the Government when the 
Oovemment is engaged in the task of alleviating and relieving the sufferings 
of the distressed, in the task of giving compensation to the poor victims of 
Hut denial policy. Let us not withhold our admiration for the Govemxnent 

IS 
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even when compenRation allowed has been on a g^enerous scale. True, 
owing to the denial policy hardships of the people have been very great 
and people have been compelled to evacuate at a very short notice. Diffi- 
culties have been great. Any (lovernnient functioning as it does at the 
prewent moment would have been compelled to do the very same thing. 
There is no escape from the position since we liave no control over the 
military authorities, the whole thing l>eing determined by military 
considerations. 

Sir, then 1 come to the (|uestion of communal harmony. Mr, Shaheed 
Suhrawardy has waxed very eIo(jUent over the (|uestion of communal 
harmony. Not a pie of that fund has been released for any 
purpose to which he has referred and which he has given 

hints. I' say on authority that not a pie of that fund has 
been released, ((’ries of “no”, “no” from Opposition Benches). You 
can contradict, you can challenge. We have had enough of challenges and 
counter-chullenges, (‘nough of statements and counter-statements. No more 
of it, no more oi further bitterness. I can assure here and now' that not 
a pie of that fuml has been released 

Mfi 8t SUHRAWARDY! Since Mr. Badrudduja knows so much of 
it, will he please tell us for what purjKKse 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUdA : I can assure Mr. Suhrawani> that not a pie 
has been released 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, it Mr. Badrudduja does not 
give w’uy 1 con not compel him. 

Mr. EYED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, in spite of the fact that not ajpie of 
that fund has been released for introducing communal harmony in the 
province, communal harmony is there. There are no Dacca riots at the 
present moment disgracing the fair name of the entire pnivince; there are 
no communal bickerings; there is nothing whatsoever except what my 
friends over there <]ioose to do. They might have given wrong lead to 
public opinion; they might have even misled Muslim public opinion againat 
one of the greatest Muslims at the present moment who made positive 
contributions not only to the Muslims of Bengal alone but to the Muslims 
of India. There is not a soul breathing who has more to his credit. 
Nobody has done greater services to the Muslim community, Muslim cause, 
Muslim salvation. Muslim interests than Mr. Fazlul Huq. I say this not 
because 1 am a memWr of his party. 1 might some day be ploughing a , 
lonely furrow. It might be possible that I will be an independent member 
to-morrow. 1 have got courage of my own conviction because God is there 
to protect me. I can say here and now that there is not one single soul 
in Bengal at the present moment w'ho has 1/lOth the services of Mr. Fazltt! 
Huq. Mr. Faxlul Huq has made positive contributions to the political 
and social life of the country, by bis services and sacrifices, by all that 
he has done for the .student community, by all that he has done for the 
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•Muslim masses in his various capacities as Education Minister, as Chief 
Minister, as Advocate and as leader of public opinion. (Interruptions from 
Opposition Benches.) No amount of contradiction, no amount of 
challenge, will convince the public otherwise. By all that Mr. Fiuilul Huq 
has done he has laid the community under a deep debt of gratitude. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Please let me have three minutes more. I havt* not prepared a speech; 
I have no written speech. I have simply taken notes and I am speaking 
from notes. I crave the indulgence of the House. 

I say it ma\ he tliat ^^e dift'er. It ma\ he that \ou ma> differ from 
Mr. Fazlul Huq. We differ honestly as we differed lionestly from the 
Hindu Sablia gentlemen in the past. It is the circumstances of the political 
life for which we differ. To-morrow chances miglit <*ome when yon may 
combine \vith us. The European friends are supjn)rting us to-day; to- 
morrow they might go over to the Opposition. That is a different matter 
altogether. The\ have got a jmlicN of their own to sut)port the Oovern- 
ment which is in power. If \ou form a Oovernment to-day they will 
supjiort you. But, Sir, that is mother here nor there. 

C'oming to the subversive movement that has been discussed so tdoquently 
by Mr. Shalieed Suhraward>. I may submit that we also feel strongly on 
that point. He says that the Ooverninent of Bengal is carrying out the 

policy of the (jovtonment ot India. My fiieml over tliere wdth all hit 

knowdedge of the constitution, witii all his experience of the workings of 
the Government a\ India Act, can he sav that any (lovernment functioning 
in any laml could have any other alternative, any other choice, any other 
escape from the position but to support and execute the policy of the 
Government of Jntlia? ( Internijdions from the (tpj)osition Benches.) I 
have very patiently listened to all that you have said witli very close utten* 
tion and respe(‘t. Let me have your patience now. No Government fantw- 
tioning in any province can have any choice but to support and to execute 
the policy laid down by the (iovernment of India at this hour of the 
greatest crisis when the fate of the Empire, the fate of the country ii 
trembling in the balance. If you can trace the cause of this unreat, the 

cause of this unfortunate state of things, it might be possible to find out 

that this sporadic movement, this dislocation of communications, theee 
forces of subversion have no connection with the movement initiated bg 
the Congress. But whatever might be the genesis, whatever might be the 
parenthood, w<hatever might l>e the authorship of this subversive move- 
ment, the fact remains w’hoever forms the Government, whether it is the 
Leader of the Opposition or it is the Leader of the House, they have got 
to ihw^art the movement, they have got to prevent the growth of thii 

movement (Mr. H. S. Suhh.awardy : Why then disedaim responsibility?) 

They did not disclaim responsibility. I have repeatedly stressed, I have 
repeatedly emphasised that the Government have no other choiie in thif 
matter. They have no choice because no sensible man with eyes open caa 
invite forces of destruction from abroad. True the record of the British 
Government is not very glorious, the record of the British Government ii 
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not very glorious, the record of the British Government is not very 
hrilliant, encouraging or inspiring, so far as Indian aspirations are con- 
cerned. True that the urge for liberty, the urge for independence, the 
urge for freedom has not been appreciated by the British Government. 
True that in spite of the demand for independence by the Congress, by 
the liilwral Federation, by the Mahasabha, by the Muslim League, by the 
European Association, by journalists and great statesmen like Mr. Arthur 
Moore, the British Government led by Messrs. Churchill and Amery will 
not concede to the demand of India. Although they may pretend to fight 
for independence, for freedom, for democracy, yet they will not concede 
to the demand of India. An emasculated India, a disarmed India, a dis- 
organised India, a paralysed India will be shaking in its boots, yet there 
is no choice in this matter. We cannot invite Hitlerism or fascism in 
India; we cannot invite another lease of slavery or tutelage under another 
foreign domination. We want to be free, we want to be independent with 
the status of an independent nation in the world ; we will fight for that. 
We will struggle for that; we will bb‘ed to di*ath for tljat. We will appeal 
to the British Government, we will persuade the British Government, w-e 
will put pressure on them to eonc(‘de to our demand, but we cannot lend 
any suppoil. em’ourugement or iiicit^'ment to the subversive movement that 
is g(nng on in the country. In that respect, the Government of Bengal 
are justifi(’d. 

As regards the jute probbnn it might be that the Chief Ministtn- has 
lost sight of that but we have already recommended to the (lovernmenl 
certain j>r<>posals regarding this pndilem and our pro]>osaK are being 
examined liy them at the presimt moment, and 1 can assure you that before 

long, the (iovernnient of Bengal uill come to tin* nvscue ot tin* poor culti- 

vators ot Bengal, 

(Mr. Dili rend raiiatli Sen rose to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, please tr\ to finish your speech 
in It) minute^. 

Mr. OHIRENDRANATH SEN: 1 shall tr\, Sir. After the very 
eloquent and I ina> say very sincere speeeli of my honourable friend 

Mr. Badriuliluja I think 1 have very little to say on the statement of the 

Hon’ble ('hief Minister. 

At the outset I may say that I have heard with great regret the ruthless 
criticism of the statement of the Chief Minister by my honourable friend 
Mr. Sulirawardy. He has put venom and molten lava on the noble bead 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. Mr. Suhrawardy has himself admitted, 
and all of us know it, that we are in the midst of the war, in the midst of a 
devastating war, and what should be — may I ask him — the duty, the primary 
duty of the Government to do at this present difficult juncture. The first 
duty should be to protect the civil population from the danger df an air 
raid. 1 must congratulate the Government for the progress this department 
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•of the Government has made since the Assembly was in session last. Of 
course there are defects. No system is j>erfect at the outset. Every system or 
organisation is based on some theoretical ideas and these develop into practical 
form when the occasion arises when men in authority sit tog^ether for days 
and months trying to remove the defects and introduce innovations. 

So far as this A. K. P. organisation goes, I may j)lace before the House 
that I had the opportunity of meeting a representative of the St. John’s 
Ambulance Society who admitted tlial the A. It. P. organisation in England 
before the first air raid was not in the way as it has been in India. 1 may 
say that this speaks very highl\ ot the organisation of the (lovernment, so 
far as the A. It. P. is concerned. 

My next point is regarding voIiintar\ wardens. The Pliief Minister in 
his statement has spoken about the ditficulties of .securing voluntary wardens 
for the A. It. P. service. I am sure the Hon’ble Chief Minister has found 
out what is the reason of not getting these voluntarx wardens. I feel that 
these voluntary wardens have got to attend .S4»me lectures in the stations and 
they have got to go there which they eannot <lo at the j)resen1 moment 01 
account of the rationing of j»etrol ai»d on accinint of this rainy season, and 
1 think it will he better if arrangements ar(‘ made for jxxding these gentle- 
men to these ])osts where A. It P. instructions arc given. If this is done., 

1 think voluntary wardens will he available. 

My next jK>int is the (j nest ion oi evacuation. Mr. Su lira ward) has said 
that in c(*rtain eases m^ticcs were served to «*vacuate the places within 24 
diours. These are militur\ re(|uirements and 1 am sure that w'e cannot 
blame tlie civil (iovt*rnnicnt asking the people to vacatt‘ places within 
24 hours. Even todu\ in England, noti«es are being issued to vacate the 
eastern coast ot England witliin 24 hours. 

The (juestion ot compensation has been ver\ elaborately dealt with by 
the poirbJt* (diief Minister. I ma\ sa\ that, so fur as the denial policy 
of (jovernment is concerned, the civil (lovernment is not at all responsible 
for anything that has been done in this mutter. True there has b(‘en great 
hardship regarding (djtaining foodstiifts, and tin* jirices of mat<*rialH liave all 
gone very high, hut how tar we can make the present (iovernmeiit resptmsible 
for that I fail to understand. It is an admitted tact tliat prices arc controlled 
and some arrangements are being made for proper supply. In order to 
obtain proper and regular suppl\ there must be facilities for transports, and 
we all know that the ({uestion of traiiNpoit ih not in the harnls of the ]*rovin- 
cial Government, 

I do not w'ant to diseuss the other points, as these have U^en very 
elaborately discussed b> my honourable friend Mr. Badnidduja. I only 
want to say one word to niy European friends regarding one matter. Mueb 
has been said about the subversive movement and Congress activities. N« 
one who wants the Government to function would like t<» .see disobe<lieii«# 
of law and order, but we <*annot ignore one fact, namely, that this subvemive 
movement is only an outburst of the disappointment of the people when they 
feel aure that nothing was going to l>e done, so far as the Indians were con* 
cemedy to give them freedom. 
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I would now Bay that the time has come when we and the British must* 
stand together as comrades in arms. We must bury our past, our differences 
and our bickerings and unite our hearts for a common purpose. We can 
achieve that purpose only when we are equals. We can attain our goal of 
freedom and democracy only when India has a full self-government working 
in partnership with the United Nations. 

iabu PREMHARI BARMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, tlie statement 
which the Hon’ble Chief Minister has made on the floor of the House about 
the events that took place in the administration of this Province, I regret 
to say, could not satisfy us, inasmuch as his statement did not touch the 
vital problems with which Bengal is faced today. The statement narrates 
•nly what has been done with regard to the A. I(. P. organisation. Civic 
Guard organisation and Home (iuard organisation and how much money is 
paid by way of [)rice and compensation to boat owners and others whose 
boats have been taken over by the (i<>vernment as a result of the ‘‘denial 
policy”. Of course these things are also of urgent public importance and 
Government have done well in giving proper attention to tliese things for 
the defence of the Province. But Sir, the llon’ble Chic‘f Minister has not 
been good enough to throw any light whatsoever on what Government have 
done or propose to do with regard t(> the economic problems with which 
Bengal is faced Uiday. Government has not given us any light about the 
reasons why the price contnd system of Government has been a total failure 
and whether Government has taken an\ measures in the riglit direction to 
make effective the jJiice control j>olic> . 1 ho])e tlie (toverimjent is fully 

aware that as a result of their pric(‘ control j)olicv the j)ri('es of daily 
necessaries of life of the people of Bengal instead of conung down within 
the limits fixed by Government have gone up mucli above the limits and the 
articles for which prices have lieen fixed have bec’ome scarce. . The main 
defect of this control ])olie\ lies in t<he fact that the ])rice control system 
has Tiot been evolved on a Provincial basis, but it has been 
made on a district basi^. Tlie result has been that in different districts 
different prices have bt'cn fix<Ml. Moreover tluue is no control on intt^r-district 
transport. Therefore the merchants of the distiict easily transport their 
commodities to the neighbouring districts where the\ get much higher prices. 
Such has been the case in Dinajpur. There was enough sugar in Dinajpur 
but when the price of sugar at Dinajpur was fixed the big merchants of 
Dinajpur transferred their stock and sold most of their sugar in otlier districts 
where they got much higher price.N. If the contnd price system had been 
made on a Provincial basi> such cases wamld not have happened. Moreover, 
before enforcing the system of fixing prices, (iovernment ought to 
have taken a list of stiwk of each of the merchants of their g(H>ds. If such 
a list had been taken the big merchants would never have been able to 
eouceal their goods and the Government could have forced them to sell 
Ibeir goods at control prices. When there was no stock-taking beforehand 
big merchants either sold their gcmds or transferred them to other districts 
just when prices were fixed in any district. Another reason for the failure 
of the price control of Government is that Government totally failed to 
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provide transport facilities. The merchants did not get wagons unless they 
took recourse to some corrupt practices. In short the policy of the Govern- 
ment with regard to control of prices and supplies has brought about all 
sorts of corruption, profi leering, etc. It is really regrettable that the 
Government policy instead of stopping corruption and bribery has given 
sufticient scope for these. I ho|>t* the tiovernment would take immediately 
necessary steps to stop the corruption, profiteering and other things. 

Again, Sir, the Hon ble Diief Minister ha.s made a comprehensive and 
detailed statement with regard to A. R. P. in the Province, and a large 
number of persons have been appointed with sufiicient pay in this organisa- 
tion. But though thi.s (irovernment has the wludehearted supp<»rt of the 
Scheduled Castes and Muslims, the Scheduled Castes and Muslims have not 
been fortunate to get appointments in this organisation. May we know the 
reasons why tlie Muslim^i and specialh the Scheduled Castes have not been 
appointed in proportion to tlie ('onimunal Ratio Rules of the (lOvernmentK 
The A. R. P. Services are (lovernment .services. Why have the (\)mmunal 
Ratio Rules becTi ignored in this case and who are responsible for the non- 
observance of tliese lulesy As 1 have said already the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
has devoted liis time in giving details ot the A.R.P. organisation, t'ivic Guard 
organisation and about tlie Denial p(dl(\\ But the Hon’lde Clilef Minister 
is almost silent about tlie jiolitieal situation in the Province. It is really 
curious that the Hon ble Chiei Minister is silent about the n^ekless firing 
by the Police and militaiv in Calcutta during recent disturhanees eonHe(|uent 
•n the arnvst of Congress leaders. We all hoped that the Hon 'hie Chief 
Minister would luilighten us a.s to who were respon.sihle foi' these firings 
whereb\ innocent persons and jredestrians were killed^' We are also quite 
ignorant about the correct number of casualties as a result of firing by the 
Police and the military. We want to know' wlietlier the firing was done 
under tlie oi^lers of the (ioverniiient and, if not, who were responsible for this 
xeekle.ss firing upon innocent persons in the streets <if (’a)eutta. Has the 
Government taken an\ steps to bring to hook those who arc* respniisihle for 
such reekles.s firing. 1 hope the (loveinmeiif will not fail to j)ul before the 
public a true statement ot facts regarding this. We hope that Government 
would not fail ahso to eiuiuirc into the matter by a (Committee consisting of 
ofBcials and non-officials as soon as possible. 

Government should also appoint an Kncjuiry (himmittee consisting of 
ofiicials and non-officials to emiuire into the disturhanees in the l)a«*ca and 
Berhampore Jails wliere firing hail to he resort(‘d to us a result of w’hich many 
lives had lieen lost. Jf the (jovernment is eager to maintain its prestige 
as a popular (jovernment then it should not fail to appoint the.se committees 
• without the least tlelay. 1 also want to know’ from the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister whether (jovernment has any duty to protect the memliers of the 
Legislature who are supporters of the Gfivernment. We see that meinbera 
who are supporters of Government are bedng arrested one after another under 
the Defence of India Rules. We w'ant to know w’hether the Government 
were eonsulted before these arrests and whether Government gave consent 
to these arrests and whether the members who had been arrested had done 
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anything prejudicial to the public peace and tranquillity of the ProTincee 
Even in that case how did the Police arrest honourable members specially 
those supporting the Government without the consent of Government? Are 
we to understand that Government is not responsible for the arrest and deten- 
tion under the Defence of India Rules and that the Government has abdicated 
all powers with regard to the arrest and detention in favour of the Police? 
May I ask, is not the Government ashamed at the arrest of its own supporters 
and should not we, the supporters of Government, be ashamed of these 
arrests? We can have nothing to say and nothing to be ashamed of if the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Government can tell us that after being 
satisfied with the prejudicial activities (»f the members concerned the Govern- 
ment consented tt) the arrest of the honourable members of the Legislature. 

I hoj>e the Hori’ble (Jhief Minister will enligliten the House and the public 
about all these things. 

Mri TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my honourable friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
in the course of a superb s|K‘ech on which I ctmgratulate him most heartily 
has shown li(»w the Chief Minister has failed to deal with important matters 
in his Htatement which is otlierwise unnecessarily lengthy. I do not like 
to touch upon the points that have been so abl,\ dealt uith by m;v friend, 
Mr. Suhrawardy. I woubl lik(‘ to coniine ni>se]f to only three ])oints. 

First of all, the (’hief Minister lias tcmched on the food problem in the 
course of his statement, but he has dealt with it in a most perfunctory 
manner. We do not know w'here he stands; we do not know w’hether (iovern- 
ment have taken any statistics, as to the stocks available now as regards 
paddy ami rice. If there has been a stock-taking and if there is no shortage 
then the Government sliould immediately come forward witli a public declara- 
tion to that elfect. That will immcMliately ease the .situation because those 
who are now holding the stocks would then come to know that au soon as the 
next crop comes into the market prices will full, and they will be losers. 
Therefore, the silence that the (iovernnieiit i'* now observing is highly regret- 
table : If, (Ml the other hand, the stocks are insutticient and if the stocks 
will not carry us uji to the next crop .sea.‘<on then it is a ver\ serious situation 
that is going to arise in the near future. In that (‘ase (lovernment should 
take immediate ste}>s to evolve a well-planned rationing scheme and apply 
it throughout the length and breadth of the province. Cnless they do that, 
the province will be fac(*d with starvation. It is regrettable that Government 
have not at all seriously considered this aspect of the problem. 

Now, Sir, I should like to say a few words about the home guards. The 
Chief Minister waxed eUxiuent on the organisation of home guards, so much 
so that he has threatened lieenee-holders of firearms that if they do not » 
join the home guard organisation they w ill be liable t(i cjincellation of their 
licences. 1 submit that this idea of organising home guartls, if it were not 
tainted wuth the unworthy motive of creating a body from which they 
could get reception in plaiw they may visit, was an excellent one. But 
the auspices under ediich these, home guards are being orgaiiised make m 
Utterly distrustful about their u|iiit}jk. If and when the apprehended cruae 
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•comes tkese home guards are not likely to do their appointed duties because 
no precaution is being taken to prevent Fifth Columnists from infiltrating 
into the organisation. On the other hand, I think, the circumstances have 
created all jwssible facilities to the Fifth ('olumnists to infiltrate into the 
organisation. We entertain no delusion about this organisation and the 
Muslim leaguers are not joining it. The prevailing cinnmstanccs have 
compelled us to organise oiir national guards who will not only guard the 
hearths and homes of Muslim.s but of all section.s of the people. In these 
circumstances if the (ioveminent and the Chief Minister decide that the 
gun licences of persons who do not choo.se to join the organisation of home 
guards will be cancelled, then that will he taken a challenge hv the Muslim 
community from this anti-Muslim (loverninent. 

As regards the political situati<)n it is suprisiiig that the Chief Minister 
has satisfied hiinselt with rui.sing uii issm* and not saying a single word about 
it. I realise the ditficultie.s the (’hief Minister and his colleagues. They 
have to keep themselves on their anyhow and therefore they are at a 

loss to give out wdiat their ]>oliey is. The\ have to Hatisf\ a number of 
parties with conflict iiig interests; tlie\ havt* to sati.sly the Hritish adminis- 
trators; then thes have to sutisly their supporters; they huvt* also to satisfy 
at least that section ot the public outside who.se representatives in this House 
are the memhers of th(‘ Foiward llloc and the Congress, and tht‘v have also 
to satisty the white section of this House who are giving them their support. 
lheref(»re, in this business ot sutislxing all tlie.se contlicting elemeiitH the 
Government were at a lo.s> to find out wliat they should do.. That is why 
they are not prepared to give out their niimls, and there is a comjilete silence 
in the matter ot declurati<*n ot their pcdicy by the Government. In these 
circumstances we have to d(‘pend on the public declarations of Ministers. 
They have declared that the\ do not agree with the policy (d the (ioveriiiiient 
of India in taking precipitate action and not allowing further time to 
Mr. Gandlii 1o mature his subversive plan. They also disapprove of the 
action that is being taken by tlie (iovernment ot India to (jindl and suppress 
this subversive movement. It that i.s the declared policy cd the (i(»vernment 
as a w'h(de — we do not know, hut at least from the utterances ot some of the 
Ministers that apjiears (o he so, then tlie (JUe^tiorl of all cjUestions is whether 
the public or that section of the public* w'ho are still loyal and law'-uhiding 
are satisfied with this policy of the (fovenimeiit. Ap]»arentl> their Hritish 
masters are sati.sfied, but the public who are still loyal Icc the core are not at 
all satisfied. I do congratulate the Ministry on the successful rc'ile that 
they have till now played of catching fish without touching the w'ater. ^ Ilf 
aft I But the trouble is that this nefarious game of shilly-shallying 

and hide-and-seek has rousetl the suspicion of the loyal and law-abiding 
• iMN*.iiuu of the public. Unlike the British administrators who are satisfied^ 
they are not .satisfied that Mr. Suhhas Bose is no longer cared for by hia 
followers; they' are not satisfied that Mr. (jandbi’s influence has evaporated 
ffom the soil of Bengal. They feel that the province is full of Fifth 
Cktlumnists. Nay, those who are perpetrating these acts of sabotage are far 
wofve than the Fifth Columnists — they are the vangaards of the Japaneae 
invasion army. The question of all questions is whether this half-hearted 
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|K>liey of the Bengal Government is not an encouragement to the friends o^ 
ihe Japanese. If the answer is yes, — and I am sure there cannot be any other 
^answer — can we not expect that the Ministry should no longer sit on the 
^ence, they should forthwith adopt the only possible course, the only honour- 
able course, that lies open to them of falling into line with the policy 
of the Central Government and applying themselves wholeheartedly to the 
clear, though perhaps disagreeable, dutj" of rounding up all the saboteurs 
and bringing back peace and order in this land and making its atmosphere 
.86 unwelcome to the Japanese as possible. 

With these few words T submit that ihe statement of the Chief Minister 
is highly disappointing and that the policy of this Government is «o policy 
at all and that that policy is leading Bengal to rack and ruin, 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, prnctically at the very beginning 
t)f the (/hief Minister’s statement, we find the following remarks: “it is 
felt that it is of tin* utmost importance that the representatives of the people 
in Legislature ass(‘mhle(l slionld have an (>pj)ortiinity of expressing their 
views on tlie measures that have been adopted for the safety of the country 
and its peoples from the point of view of their adecpiacy or otherwise.” 

Sir, as usual we find that the Chief Minister preaches one thing and 
practises another. lier(* he feels that it i" necessary that the Ijegislature 
should liave ample opportunity to discuss the various questioiui that have 
been affecting the people of this province and which vitally affect them. But 
we find — at least we were told officially In the Chiet Whip — that this Legis- 
latun* was only called for till today, that is to sa\ , the original idea was 
that the House should sit onl> for five days. After great ditticulty it has 
been possible to obtain some time for discussing these imixntai^t (|uestion8, 
but 1 am very sorry to find that in spite of the fact that we yvere given to 
understand hy the (bnernment that we will he allowed to move motions on 
the speech of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister, a number of our motions have 
been disallowed on the plea that they are special motions and the consent 
of the Minister concerned has not been obtaine<i,"that is to say. the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister has refused consent to have those motions discussed. Our 
grievances are that not only we are mit given opportunity to discuss the 
various issues that arise out of the statiunent of the Chief Minister but the 
time tlmt has been allotted for this disiuission is extremely inade(|uafo. We 
were given to understand tlmt these motions yvould he dis(‘ussed for three 
days. Later on, it yvas suggested that there should be a general discussion 
one day and the motions he discussed for two days only. You will find. 
Sir, that there are u number of motions for which imtice has been given 
and tile issues that have IwHm raised there are of such important nature and 
so vitnlly affecting the people of this province — and. as has been said by 
speakers on the Opposition, members belonging to the Progressive Party, 
that they are also interested in this question — that I feel it will not be 
possible to discuss those questions in the two days that have been allotted 
for them. 
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• Sir, there are at least five different issues that can be raised by the motions 
for which notices have been driven and how can these five different issues 
be discussed in the House in two days’ time? 

Sir, after all. this Lepfislature has been summoned after five months 
after a tremendous amount of agitation in the press and representations for 
having a session of the Legislature. Then (lovernment came out with the 
statement that they have got no business. Therefore if (Jovernmeni have 
no business, there is no reason why these days should not be allotted for non- 
official business. The only justification for curtailing days for non-official 
business is that (Tovernment business must have priority. If there is no 
Government business and if there are important ({uestions that re(|uire to 
be discussed, then it is obvious that it is the duty of (Jovernment to allot 
days for non-official discussion. Rut in spite of the fact that this Government 
have got an overwhelming majority ami that there is no danger that threatens 
them as far as the vote of this House is c(mcerned, they are shy, they are 
afraid to give opportunity to raise issues and to discuss them. The only 
obvious contdusion is that the\ liave either got an extr(Mnel\ guilty conscience 
or because they are afraid of being exposed and placed before the public os 
to the highhanded manner i!) which the\ have been carrying on tlie adminis- 
tration during these months. 

Sir, the onl_\ hanction behind the democratic iorm of (iovernment is that 
of public opiiiKjn and tliat public ojdnion can onl> be effective in two ways. 
One is that the meinl)ers (d the Legislature and (iovernment have to face 
a general election, and we timl that on account of the plea of war general 
elections have been jxistponed. On the other hand — again on the plea of 
war — all public meetings have been stopped. The pre.ss is gugge«l with the 
result that the one check whi<di w<* have got on the (iovtunment against 
nialpractices^against highhandedness and against autocratic actjon, is denied 
to the 4)pj)osition and to the public. 

1 feel, Sir, that as tar us this Legislature is concerned, this is the one 
forum where it is possibb* to criti<*ise (iovernment, to make c«»nstructive 
suggestions and to place bef(>re the public* the work that has been done by 
Government during this time I submit, Sir, that it is tin* dut\ of (irivern- 
ment to give adequate opportunity for discuMsion and allot sufficient numlier 
of days. 

After all, Sir, after five montbs- liaving given U]) the precedent of the 
last 20 years of having a M«>nso<m Session — they hold a session for 10 or 
15 days wdthout having an\ ciiante of meeting again Indore the Budget 
Session. There is no reason why this se.ssion should not be prolonged and 
^members given an opportunity to discu.H.s. If, however, this was a plea that 
the Hoii*ble Ministers are busy on accmnit of the work that they have to do 
in carrying on’ administration, theji one can understand. But Hon'ble 
Ministers — most of the Muslim Ministers — (*annot tour in the districts because 
they cannot face a public meeting. As far as Hindu MinisWs are con(?enied, 
they also cannot face public meetings because they cannot say things which 
they ought to say because the public will not listen to them. As far as 



m CHIEF MIHISTEE'S STATEMENT. [21st Sipt., 

auxuber one and number two of the Cabinet are concerned, most of their tini% 
IB taken up in going up to Delhi, Lucknow and Meerut. Therefore, what 
we find is that instead of doing work in the Writers’ Buildings, most of 
their time is taken up in looking after how to maintain themselves in office 
and in various acts of nepotism and jobbery. 

Sir, let me take up the question of A. R. P. It has been discussed and 
I find that the Secretary of the Progressive Party has come up with the 
plea, wliicli I knew has been put forward before the Party for a long time, 
that the Ministers are not responsible but it is the permanent officials who 
are responsible. 

Sir, it is considered one of the meanest things that one can do to shirk 
one’s own responsibilit> and put on the shoulders of one’s own sulnmlinates 
the mistakes which one c.ommits himself. After all, 1 maintain that when 
Oovernment decided to set a.side the ajq)lication of the fJommunal Ratio 
Rules as far as the appointments in A. R. P. were concerned, the Muslim 
members (»f the (^ihinet sacrificed the Muslim ('ommunity then and there 
by aggreeing to that decision. They knew ia view of their past experience 
that once th(‘y agreed to give up enforcement of t)»e Communal Ratio Rules, 
it was imp(»ssible to get Muslims appointed in adeciuate nuinhers. They have 
also done another thing — as a matter of fact, it is worse — which no Muslim 
Minister has (‘ver done in the past, namel\, they have admitted that (jualified 
Muslims are not available for posts in the A. R. P. and (Mvil Defence 
services. Nothing can be more damning to the Muslim community than 
this admission on the part ot the Chief Minister and his Muslim (‘olleagu^s. 
If, on the other hand, the\ now turn round and say “No, the ('ommuual 
Ratio Rules have iwi been abrogated", I feel their dut\ is absolutely clear. 
All up|)ointments made against the (annmunal Ratio Rules have been wrongly 
made and illegnll> made. 

Therefore I say that persons appointed in excess (»f the ralio to which 
their communities are entitled sliould be dismissed and in their places 
Muslims and Scheduled (’astes should be appointed. Acconling to the 
Communal Ratio Rules, the duty is open and clear as far as the (jovernment 
are concerned. No amount of excuses, namely, “1 am helpless or that 
Mr. Hands over whom we have no control is responsible for this” will satisfy 
or will excuse the conduct of the Minister concerned. Sir, if a Minister is 
not in a iiositiori lo control his subordinate officers, then he has got no 
business to remain in office. There cannot be anything more pernicious 
than that a Minister shuld say ”1 cannot control m> officers". Once a 
Minister feels like that, his subordinate officers can do what they like. 

If I may digress for a minute. Sir, the same principle was followed by 
the Ministry as regards the incidents in Calcutta. Acr(»rding to the report* • 
that have appeared in the press it has been suggested that at the party 
meetings the ('hief Minister said that he knew nothing about the inoidenta 
in question and that it was xinder the control of the (.'ommiasioner of 
Police. For eight days shooting was going on, arrests were being made 
and hthi charges were taking place and the Thief Minister sat in Writera’ 
Buildings and knew nothing of what was going on. This sort of thing iuNi 
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5ot a two-edged reaction. On tUe one hand it pennits the officer to commit 
excesses because you admit that you are not in a position to control him 
and once he knows that you cannot control him he is not afraid of you and 
can commit excesses. On the other ham! it tlisroiiraKes lumest officers who 
are discharging their duties faithfully because the\ feel that they can be 
let down by Government. It is impossible to have good administration if 
a Minister takes up this attitude and su.\s “1 am not resjamsible for the 
actions of m^\ subordinates Is it conceivable that tbt*se things could go 
on while the Chief Minister was remaining in ( aicuttuy He did not send 
for the (Vmimissinner ui Police and find out whether he Mas justified in floing 
what the (’hief Ministei did not wish to he done. After all it woubl not 
take more than half an hour to come in contaef M’ith the t ommissioner of 
J^ilice. Therefore. Sir, the ion flmt he was tiot in a position to 

control shows that he is not fit to remain in chargi* of tin* Hf>ine Dejiartineiit . 
{(Vies of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition heiudies. i 

^low, Sii, 1 come liiwk to ihe A It P. Sii. from tlie Mnslini coiuinnnity’s 
point of view, this i.s a ver> stnion.s (|ue.stion as lar as the Muslim commu- 
nity is concerned. It is not merely a question oi number of aj)j)oinf rnenta ; 
it is noi iiKMely a (juestion of pioviding a number of young ni**n. It is a 
question afl(*ctiiig the Muslims who live in the city oi Calcutta and those 

cities and area" m hieh are likely to he bombed and have air raids. It i8 

these Muslim'* m ho vN'ill he depn\<‘d of the s(*rvi('es of responsible Muslim 

(^iiceis who (an hxtk att«M’ them; and tberefore it is not a question of 

jirovidiiig employ iiK'iit to young Muslims, but it is a (jUestion f liai affects 
every Muslim that resides in this area, and I lei‘1 that in this matter tin* 
Ministry has been guilty (d a grave neglect of duty and a senous dereliction 
of duty. 

Sii^ I fiiK*! Mr. Hadnidduja making a statement that he is not jirejiared to 
submit to the domination of tiie Ministry and if the Ministry are guilty he 
will not support them. I hope that at least as far as this statiMiient is 
concerned be will abide by it. Although be gave pledges when be stood 
for election from bis constituency, that pledge he has convenicritly forgotten. 
(Mr. Syei) 1 have not forgotten the pledges.) Xo member 

is entitled to go against the pledges that he has given; he can otherwise 
take his chance by another election. But, Sir, it is not only Mr. Badrudduja. 
I appeal to the Muslim members of the Progressive Coalition Party to 
consider w'hat grave injustice and harm they are doing to their community 
by acquiescing in this policy of allowing these posts in the A. R. P. to 
remain untiled by the Muslim quota. I know that it affects the Scheduled 
• Castes also and they are just as much interested. And when I am talking 
of the Communal Ratio Rules it applies equally to the Muslims as well as 
to the ScheduFed Castes. There was, I submit, Sir, no justification for 
agreeing to set aside the application of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 

May I have a few minutes more. Sir? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wish I could give you more time. But mf 
difficulty is (hut there is an election at 12 o’clock. Moreover, I will have to 
give some, time to (he Chief Minister. Therefore I hope that you will try 
to be as brief as possible. 


Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: The House expects that the Chief Minister 
would reply to all the points raised in the debates, and I do not see how the 
Chief Minister can finish his replies within the time that has been allotted 
to him. Anyhow that is his business. 

Now, Sir, 1 will fake up the (luestion of the evacuees again. 1 will for 
the time being leave the A. It. P. problem. Perhaps 1 will get another 
opportunity tr) discuss it. Here again apologists on behalf of Government 
have sanl that (iovernment had nothing to do with it. It is entirely a 
military uflair. Sir. I submit that this is ah.solutely incorrect. The military 
had made the requisition and demand that it was necessarj for a certain 
number of people to evacuate. I agree with this much. The Provincial 
Government could not stop evacuation of those people, but the duty of the 
Provincial (ioveniment in such cases is to see that adequate arrangements 
are made, that facilities are provided for their removal, that at least those 
people wdio are being driven away from their houses get some place to go 
and put their heads in, f.c., some place to live in, that they get bullock 
carts by means of which they can remove their luggages. What was done 
instead F They were given only Us. o or Its. 10 as removal cost. Actually 
the amount that was given to the evacuees was hopelessly inadequate. What 
is worse is that it is said that this Government had no experience. When 
the evacuation of the C’hittagong area took place, they knew what diffi- 
culties these poor j»eoj)le suffered from, and in spite of that when the 
question of evacuation of Feni and Tippera came, there was the same 
difficulty, the same mismanagement, neglect and the poor masses tad to 
suffer very much. I, therefore, submit that this Government are absolutely 
callous as far as the poor masses are concerned. They have not given the 
slightest consideration as to how they can be given relief. Side by side 
let us see what the British Government is doing. You will see from today’s 
paper, either the “Statesman” or the “Amrita Bazar Patrika,” that a 
similar order had been passed either in West Yorkshire or East Anglia 
where the whole area has to be evacuated. Government said that arrange- 
ments had been made as to wdiere those people would be accommodated. 
But what did the Government of Bengal do? They did not even take the 
trouble of going there and allowed these people to be turned out and made 
homeless. They did not see whether they were getting compensation; they 
did not even think as to where could they go without any provision, whether 
they were going to get any shelter or not. whether there was any sanitary 
arangemeut where they were going. In fact the people were made to make 
their own arrangements. They did not care to see whether they got proper 
uotioe, where they were going, how they would remain and whether they 
would have proper food or not, and what is worse is that even the crop 
which they had was not allowed to be taken away. 
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^ Sir, I submit that it was criminal nef^ligence on the part of (ioTernnient 
as far as the conditions in evacuated areas are concerned. It is true that 
there has been an improvement, but that is entirely due to (he representatiow 
made by the League Party, and to the agitation that was curried on during' 
this period by them pointing out the sufferings and the hardships that these- 
people have undergone during that time. Hut as far as the Ministers are- 
concerned they have been absolutely callous. They have not come forward 
and given any explanation. 

Now. Sir, 1 come to the (jue.sti(»n id the .subversive movement hecuuae 
the time is very short. I maintain. Sir, that here again (he p(di(*\ (hat this 
Cabinet is pursuing is dangerous. It is unfair to the peoi)le of this province 
because on the one liand they are telling that tlie> arc not responsible for 
what is being done. As far as the Muslim Ministers are concerned, naturally 
they are silent as the Muslims are not taking part in (his movement. Hut 
as far as the Hindu Ministers are concerned so far as my knowledge goea 
not one of them has opened his lips to eondeinn fins movement. Not one 
of them has said a word. I believe Dr Syaiiiapnisad Mookerjee made on^ 
dubious statement, hut as far as lus two other colleagues are concerned they 
have not said a word condemning this movement. 'I'liey have not asked the 
people to refrain from hooliganism, arson and violence that are being 
committed every day. How cun you expect pcojilc to give up doing theae 
things, when the> find tliat their representatives are silent and that they 
condemn the policy of (iovernment who have been taking steps to stop 
these things. How can you expect people to give up these things if they 
think this is what the Ministers themselves want. Sir, 1 maintain that it 
is dangerous, and that it misleads people. On the one hand the (’hief 
Minister goes to Dacca and in a broadcast says that there should he ncik 
negotiation, •there sliould be no talk of compromise until the whole movement 
is absolutely crushed. Sir, the chameleon goes on and changes colours and 
then signs the Muhasahha’s representation for an immediate settlement 
irrespective of the fact whether the movement has l>een crushed or not, 
whether the movement has been given up or not. Sir, you may condemn 
the repressive policy. How is the country going to take itP How are the 
youDgmen who are being shot going to take itP They are simjiiy driving 
the youngmen to be shot at by the policy they are pursuing. Thejv^ are 
simply encouraging and what is more it is unfair to the officers. As I said 
before, if the officers see that the Ministers are powerless they may exceed 
their duty and commit excesses. On the other hand weak officers, appeehen- 
sive officers may not take the action that is necessary because they are 
.afraid that the Government will deny responsibility. They will feel that 
the Ministers do not want repression. They will feel that the^ Ministers do 
not want this* movement to be stopped. Sir, I expect, I am aure Qyb 
members of this House expect and the people of this Province expect that 
the Ministers, specially the Hon’ble Miaiaters belonging to the Caste Hindu 
community, will declare in this House unequivocally the policy which they 
want to pursue, and what it is they want? We nt least expect this much 
from them that as they have been friends of Mr. Subas Chandra Bose they 
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should condemn this movement. I accept the statement that they do nof 
belong to the “Forward Bloc“. At least they had been friends of Mr. Subas 
Chandra Bose. They had belonged to the same party once. So we expect 
this much from them <hat they will condemn the propaganda that has been 
carried on by Mr. Subas (*handra Bose and tell the people not to follow that 
propaganda. The Ministers are expected to lead public opinion. Here we 
find that they are silent, silent in answering questions, silent in replying 
to debates, silent us regards one of the most serious movements affecting the 
people of this Province. They have got nothing to say because they cannot 
say anything. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My esteemed friend, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, is an honourable man. It is true that not being any 
longer a member of the Cabinet he is not honourable by courtesy but he is 
honourable b\ nature. He is one of the natur(*\s productions in whom the 
sense of honour, justice*, integrit^ and honesty is so deeply ingrained that 
he does not become (contaminated even when brougiit into close contact 
with the filthy atmosphere in the Stock Fxcluinge and the Fatka market. 
When the whole of ('alcutta was full of rumours about Ministers speculating 
in the Fatka market it was the .same Shaheed Suhrawardy whose reputation 
remained unsullied. When it was freely talked about a Minister purchas- 
ing a Jaguar cur without paying for it. it was Mr. Suhrawardy alone who 
could not come within the sweeping generalisation or condemnation. 
Mr. Suhrawardy is a (diampion of truth. The other day he invoked the 
aanctity of the holy month of HaniKan and .said 

Mft FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the Chief 
Minister in order in making that reference in replying to the debate H 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is in order in making a reference to the 
past speecli of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: la he relevant to the debate? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. As soon as he becomes irrevalent 1 
shall call him to order. 

The Hon'hlt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Only the other day 
Mr. Suhrawardy invoked the sanctity of the holy month of Ramsan and 
declared that I had made a false statement when 1 said that the Primary 
Education (Amendment) Bill was discussed in the Cabinet. I am not per- 
mitted to disclose Cabinet secrets, but I am permitted to say this much; 
that it appears from the extracts from the proceedings of the Council of 
Ministers that on Hist Juh% 1941, the Bengal Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill was considered 

Mft FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 should like to see the document. 1 am 
entitled to see it when an extract from it is being read. 
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% Mr* BEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Huq» what are you reading IromF 

The Non’IMe lift A# Kt PAZLUL HUQ: 1 am reading from notes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; No extract can he read from a secret 
document. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If that is so 1 shall break all 
rules and conventions and hand it over to the l>eputy Speaker who has 
probable the right to incorporate in the proceedings in onler to show the 
atrocious lie that was uttered b.^ Mr. SuhruMardy. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; We are not going to listen to the rainblinga 
of the Hon’ble ('hief Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order 

(Cries of ait down , sit down from the ()))])osition lb‘n(*lies and cries 
of shut up and go (jut from the members of the Oovernment Party.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; If \ou go on interrupting in tliis way there 
will be no option left to me but to adjourn the House. I hope that the 
Opposition members will bear that in mind. 1 have repeatedly requested 
the members that when the Leader of the Opposition is speaking and when 
the Leader of the House is speaking there should not be any interruption. 
But Mr. Hall man, \oii have lieen continually interrupting the (yhief Minister. 
A continual interruption in that fashion is not permissible and that is highly 
unparliamentarv . 1 hope the Lea<ler of tlie Opposition will kindly hclj) me 

in maintaining order. The t hief Minister may now continue with his 
speech . 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of ]>ersonal explunutiou. Sir. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI; What is your ruling, Sir, about the 
use of this document ? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has .said that he is not using the docu* 
meat. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI; He was reading out of a file which 
was considered to be confidential. He cannot do it, I maintain, and if he 
reads from a file the House has the right to see the document. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have asked the Hon*ble Chief Minister and 
he says that he was reading from a note and not from a document. 

14 
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Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOlQll Sir, I submit that he did not sa/ 

that; in thiH I to clitfer from you. He said that he was reading from 
the proceedings of u Cabinet meeting and he will put the whole' lot in the 
proceedings of this House. Sir, my point is that he cannot do that. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Why is Mr. Siddiqi afraid of that? Has 
he not the courage to face it? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am asking the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
whether he was reading from an official document or not. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, it is not a document. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the HoiCble Minister previouely said that 
he was reading from an extract from the Cabinet proceedings. If that is 
done, that extract from the document mu.st be made available to the members 
for inspection. Thai is the privilege of the House and T stand upon that 
privilege. Now, Sir, if he wants to say that he is iu)t reading from any 
portion of a document, that portion must not find a place in the proceedings. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 Mill see to that after 1 have seen the official 
proceedings. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I still maintain, Sir, that matter was 
never discussed in the Cabinet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I M'ill not read from the 
document but I will hand it over to the Deputy Speaker for his edification. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: With great respect to the Chair, Sir, I should 
like to know through you what is that document about he first read from. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlur Rahman, you are obstructing the 
normal proceedings of the House in this May. You are also disregarding 
the orders of the Chair, 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 should only M-nnt to knoM^ from you. Sir, 
from M’hat document he read first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The document is an extract of 
notes from the procedings of a Cabinet meeting. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. The 
HoiCble Minister says that these are the extracts from the proceedings of a 
meeting of the Council of Ministers. I appeal to you, Sir, to see the notes 
taken by the shorthand-writers only two minutes ago and then you will 
find that he is now altering his previous statement. 
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Th» HM'bIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HIM|i Why are you amid of iC? 

Mr* ABDUR RAHMAM SfDDIQI: I am not afrtiid of it, Sir. But tho 
Hon’ble Minister shall not he allowed to change his wonls. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: On a point oi order. Sir. You have ^iven |i 
ruling that when the Leader of tht* Opjiosition un<l the Leader (>f the HoiUte 
stand on their legs, they .should not he interrupted. M\ point is that if 
the gentleman over there >peaks of things whifdi are outrageous and 
contrary to fact.s, are we not entitletl to interrupt him^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I have already said that interruption is 
perniissihle, hut continued interruptions which oh.struct the regular pro- 
ceedings of the House are not perniissihle. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I tliink 1 have said enough to 
convince the honournhle ineinhers that there was a ( uhinet meeting of the 
previou.s (jovernment in which that measure was consiflered ami a decision 
arrived at. 

Now. Sir, variou" jioints have been touched in the cour.se of the debate, 
but I regret to say that the time at my disposal is not enougli to give a 
detailed reply to tlie points that have been either di.scussed or which, I think, 
MUght to be discussed in view of the fact that the situation is serious enough 
reciuiring a solution of the problem to be fournl out and not utilising this 
opjiortunit \ for personal f ecrimiriatioiis Sir, it has been said that I am 
concerned with a ceituin su]>jd\ c»‘ntr<‘ in ( alciiHa. 1 ma.\ slate the tact 
that X^have got a .shop to be lield in some rooms in m.\ house ami I am not 
charging atiy rent with tiie result that the public are enaliled to get their 
foodstuffs at cheaper rate than elscwliere. I have* not df)ne this under the 
cover of night or stealthil\. It is open to the publii’ and hundreds of 
persons come to m> hou.se, police inspectors and inspectors of the de[uirt» 
ment, ami the\ .see things going on In this respect I think I have done 
nothing wrong and m> conscience is clear. But if my ctdleagues and 
members of the House think that the steps 1 have taken are unauthorised 
or illegal, 1 will clo.se the shop, but I can tell the Hou.se that it will cause 
hardship to the public. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Suhrawanly has said that vre have given hribes to students 
in order to organise reception parties or other things. 1 may say here and 
now that this calumny against .students could only have been uttered by 
those whose hands are not clean and who themselves have been guilty. I 
believe that the Mu.slim students, the Hindu students, the youths of Bengal 
have got still ‘enough honour in them not to be bribed to take part in 
political organisations 

Mr. H. B. SUHRAWAROY: I am certain that I have never used the 
word “briWL 
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¥lM4fMnih^.,^^ HUQl All right; but you have sai# 

ijbat^diey liave %e^%aid from th^ public fund. 1 may say in defence of 
ittidetofs who are not her^ that ttlby are not prone to accept illegal grati- 
ficationi^ for any purpose whatsoever. 

jJow, Sir, I come to more serious aspects of certain questions which 
have been raised, and I begin with the question of taking responsibility 
fbr'the actions of the officers of the Provincial (lovernment in the matter of 
dealing with disturbances, the unfortunate disturbances, which have 
tarnished the fair name of Bengal. I say, Sir, that the position is absolutely 
clear. There is a question of principle and a question of application of 
that principle in the matter of carrying out the details. The Ministers 
certainly take responsibility for the principles that have been enunciated, 
but if somewhere in the mofassil some official somehow, in some manner, 
does something which militates against that principle, Government will take 
note of that and deal with that officer in the manner he deserves. But I 
will ask members of the Opposition to seriously consider the present position, 
whether they think that it would be advisable and in the public interest to 
discuss too much this very delicate question of responsibility of Ministers 
tlie officeiH who have got 1(» can-x <»ut tlieir duties under the most 
trying conditions and under the most provoking circumstances or whether 
it is not enough tiiat they should refer and ask the Ministers to do their 
duty, whether the> feel it their dut\ to help the Ministers to carry on the 
administration in tin* most troublous and trying times and whether it woujd 
not be proper to utilise these opportunities of discussion not in recrimination 
but in offering helpful advice. 

Then honourable members made reference to the question ot food problem 
in the province. It is not Bengal alone that is suffering from, shortage of 
foodstuffs. Bengal should not have been nnliappy over the rice problem 
had it not hecn the fact that various provinces in India including Ceylon 
are now in a state of rice famine. Although we have ])lca(led and pleaded 
most eurnestlx with the Government of India that we have mjt got enough 
for our (»wn needs and requirements, the Central Government — and let me 
sax, with great justice also — have appealed ti» us on at least humanitarian 
considerations to lielj) our own people, the Indian brethren, in distress in 
other parts of India and in Ceylon. Beineniber that we have to depend on 
other jirovinces for various commodities. We cannot sit tight over rice 
because we know we have got to go to the Central Government for helping 
us in other matters. I can tell m\ friends that the rice problem is certainly 
very acute. But we think the problem is being daily discussed and investi- 
gated by a member of ilte Indian (’ivil Service of great experience and un- • 
doubtedly also helped by a large staff of Indian officers. They are in constant 
contact with men of the rice market and with rice merchants. They are in 
close contact with the Government of India and everything that is possible 
and can be done is being done and we. the Ministers, are satisfied that so far 
as our human efforts go, we have done our best and if in any matter my 
friends feel that we have failed and something else ought to be done, I can 
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Nssiure them that their suggestions will b^irelohmed aiid ^ 

and we will try to accept those suggestions as iar as fa^Me. 



Sir, as regards the question once again raised by iny friend tl^ Leader 
of the Opposition about not giving suitable opportunities toi^^iscdss thest^ 
problems, I may say that so far as I can see up to now we have not 
received helpful suggestions. What are the major problems that confront 
us— problem of the low price of jute, problem of high price of rice, prohlim 
of civil defence, problem of giving compensation to evacuees and so ^rtU 
and last but not least the i)rohlem of appointments in the A. H. P. services. 


Now, Sir, as regards A. K. P. services, I do not mean to say anything 
at the present moment because tomorrow and the day after 1 know we have 
to go into, details and answer various questions that will be raised. I 
therefore do not wish to take up the time of the House on a matter which 
w'ill he discussed threadbare eitlier tomornn\ or the da> after. Hut as 
regards the complaint generally h\ the I.eailer of tlie Opposition, 1 may 
point out to him that it we concentrate on these jmints and tr\ to throw out 
helpful suggestions~of course, criticisms will be welcomed also I do not 
think that the two (la\s we have* allotted A^ould be insufficient. We are 
waiting to see how far we can get on with the ]*rimary Kducation Pill and 
if that is finished «|uick]y, 1 can su\ that we will allot one more day for 
the discussion of my statement on the various jiroblems of the province. 
But I do not think that the Opposition cun have it in both ways. They 
cannot fill up the time by opposing simply for the sake of opposition a Bill 
which was theirs and which could have been the law of the land if they 
were not intransigent and then, at the same time, ask for opportunities for 
villifying \fs. (Mr. Fazmh Bauman: Again untruths!) There are certain 
persons wiUi whom it is difficult to deal and m\ friend Mr. Fuzlur Bahman 
is one of them. 


Sir, I now come to the question of the remark that has been made by 
the Leader of the Euri»pean Group. I admit, Sir, that iny statement is 
meagre and somewhat inconclusive on certain points. I Imve deliberately 
not gone into these things. 1 know points will be raised and us far as 
possible 1 shall take the House into confidence and make as mu(di disclosure 
under the present circumstances as prudence will ulbjw and rules will permit 
me. 


Then, Sir, I thank my friends who have expressed their M>mpathy for 
us for the manner in which we have trie<l to carry on our duties and I hope 
that in the discussions that will l)e carried on tonu>rrow and the day after 
we will he able to concentrate more on solid work than on persrmal abuses 
and counter-abuses. It is easy to abuse, but remember (hat abuse may 
recoil on you if you persist in it too much. It is human nature to be 
provoked and once that is done business will certainly suffer. I therefore 
make an earnest appeal to my friends of the Opposition to write out on a 
piece of paper all the bad things that they may wish to say about me and 
I can try to correct myself. But it is no use trjing to take up the time of 
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tka Mouse by making unnecessary abuses at random which will take ul^*^ tk^ 
l^me of th0 House which may be otherwise utilised and usefully employed 
in disoussing^ the present critical situation. Sir, I do not wish to say 
anything further at least today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I adjourn the House, I may announce 
that Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, a member of the House, has been put under 
arrest. 


Adjournment. 


It iHiing 11-53 a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till H-45 a.ni. on Tuesdax , the 22iid September, 
1042, at the Assfunblx House, (^deutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legulative AMembb aMembled 
under the provuion* of the Government of India Acte 1935. 

The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 22nd September, 1942, at 8-45 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd .]\HLrni>iN' 1 !\shemy) in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 17b members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were grvenO 

Contractors, Messrs. Boner A Co. 

•44. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: (r/) Will the lioirble Minister 
in charfre of the ('ommunications and Wcuks Dejtartment be pleased to state — 
(i) whether Messrs. Honar & (\). wa.s an nppnjved contractor of (lovern- 
ment ; and 

• (ff) whether this Company was once distjualifietl by the tiovemmentl' 
(/j) Is it a tact that the (iovernment have again given them some 
contracts y 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(f) the*tinie when it was given; and 

(u) the names of the present directors of this (’ompany J' 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (</)(0 Messrs. 
Bonar & Co., are on the list of contractors of the Presidency Circle of this 
Department. 

(it) The firm has not been di8(|ualitied Government. 

(b) and (c) (i) The Company lieing approved contractors were given 
contracts from time to time. 

(ft) Not known, as this information is not required for the purpose# of 
• this Department. 

Dr. ABOUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
be pleaeed to state whether the firm was ever made disqualifie<l ? 

. Mr. DEPUTY BPEAKER: He has mentioned that it has not been di#« 

qualified. 
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Or, ASDUL MOTALEB MALIKi I want to know wbether it was'evv^ 
made disqualified. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: No; read the answer 

given in (ii), viz., *‘the firm has not been disqualified by Government.” 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: My question is whether it was ever 
made. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. I can take it a.s a notice. 
I cannot say that ofihaiid. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether one of his brothers is a IHrector of this finny* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: This is news to me. 
Dr. Abdul Motaleb nii^dd know it. 


Method of reoruitment of Jailors. 

*45. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Ui) Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Home (Jails) Department Ik* pleased to state the procedure 
observed for the recruitment of Jailors in different jails in the Province, 
particularly in the AlijKiro and Presidency Jails? 

(6) Is it a fact that as a rule Eurojiean Ghief Jail Warders are promoted 
to the post of Jailors? 

(c) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state whether there has 
been any exception to this rule? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Ali|X)re and Presidency Jails Ghief European 
Jail W*arder is always apjiointed as Jailor in sujH’rsession of the claims of 
Deputy Jailors? 

MINI8TER in chargo Of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HoiPMo 
Mr. A. K. FiXlul Huq): (o) The honourable member is referred to the 
provision in rules ‘J4l and 2(i9 of the Bengal Jail Gode, \ (duiue I, a copy 
of W’hich is in the Library. Appointment of Jailors for these two jails only 
is ordinarily made from the rank of European warders. 

{h) and (d) Yes. 

(r) No. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
stat^ wdth reference to answers {h) and (d) why this invidious distinction is 
made in the case of appointment of Jailors? 

Tht Hon’blC Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is a distincHon, and I 
must admit it is an invidious distinction. 1 pennii 



imi 


QUESTIONS, 


to finish first? As I have said, there is a distinction which we may 
agree to call an invidious distinction. The distinctions between Indians 
and Europeans are being removed gradually. It cannot be removed all in 
one day. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABATY : 

’foi 

15^ C3 1 

(After a count was taken by the Secretary, Mr. Deputy Speaker 
announced that there \\as the reiiuisite (|Uoriim ) 

Mfltllvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs \\ ith refereiU'e (o answer ) , viz., 
appointment of Jailors for these two jails only is ordinarily made from the 
rank of European warders, will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
why this distinction is made with respect to these two jails onl\. why the 
Deputy Jailors were not allowed to he prom(»ted. and why the European 
warders only were allowed to he promoted into the rank of Jailors!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is ver> ditficull to give u 
detailed reply, hut I take it that tliese two jails sometimes (jontain inmates 
of a turbulent character who it is thought can he controlleil only by the 
Europeans, because they are theimselves very turbulent. 

* Mftulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether the (lovernment contemplate to remove this distinction and 
keep the appointments of Jailors from the Deputy Jailors open to the Indians, 
particularly to the Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 have said, I shall d(» my 
best, and I entirely agree with the learned member that time has come when 
this invidious distinction should disappear. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Jlon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if there are an\ Deput\ Jailors in these two jails? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot say that offhand. I 
Understand there are. hut if my friend is very anxious to have the informa- 
tion, I w’ill give him. 

Circular regarding formation of Home Guards. 

^46. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department I>e pleased to state — 

(a) whether Government hax'e issued any circular or instructions to tbc 
District Magistrates or Subdivisional Magistrates in Bengal 
regarding the formation of Home Guards; and 

"(5) if so, will the Hon'ble Minister kindly lay a coyiy of the same on 
the Table? 
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Th§ Han’bh Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) A copy of Home (Police) Department Memo. No. 1379P1., dated 
the 27tli April, 1942, is laid on the Library Table. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether (lovermneht issued any other circular or instructions apart 
from this departmental memorandum P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A circular was is.sued in which 
Dislrict Officers were asked to slow down the enlistment of Home Guards 
in order to ascertain whether Muslim Leapuers were genuinely anxious to 
join the movement. It has been found that in many places Muslim 
Leaguers are siiicerel^ anxious and willing- to co-operate and by another 
circular that has been rescinded and therelf>re it is not in existence now. 
At the pn‘sent moment all Ihstrict Officers have been asked to pr) ahead 
and to recruit to the Home Guard members of all conjiniinities of all 
j)olitieal shades of opinion in order to strenfjthen the movement. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: AVill tlie Hon ble Minister be 
jdeused to state if in the original circular they directed their District Officers 
not to appoint any Muslim Lea^fuer as (’aplain or Vice-Captain and further 
that the executive of the local Muhasabha should be consulted in the selec- 
tion of the personnel P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M> answer is emphatically in 
the nejrutive, but 1 take the honourable member into confidence and say 
that what was done was that letters were sent en(|uirinjr of District Magis- 
trates, as 1 have said, whether Muslim League Secretaries and Presidents 
were coming forward and whether it was a sincere move or a mere pretence. 
For the sake of all those enquiries some instruct ions were sent but, as I 
have said, no circular was issued and the onl> circular that was issued to 
slow down enlistment has been withdrawn. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: In view of the answer that has been 
given by the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to lay on the table those 
connected papers, viz., the circulars and instructions that were issued to 
the District Magistrates and the Subdivisioiial Officers P 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as I have said, all the 
correspondence that has been pas.sed has been countermanded by the last 
circular and, therefore, I am not prepared to lay before the House the entire 
file on the subject. I cfen tell the House that as far as I ran see from the 
agenda paper the question of Home liuards is going to he debated in this 
House in pursuance of a special motion. I would ask the honourable 
members to consider whether it would not be lietter to wait for a detailed 
disoussMU) instead of putting questions which would only take up the time 
of the House. 
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% Mf« PAXLUR RAHMAN S A\ill the Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state 
whether he will give us an asusrance that lie will place those original 
instructions issued to the District Magistrates when the debate on the Home 
Guards will be taking place to-day in this House? 

The rton’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, that will depend on 
whether the discussion is a helpful di.scussion or merely a pretence to have 
a fling at the Mini>tr\. II I lind that any meniher is sincerely anxious to 
get information for tlie jmrpose of impioving the organisation, I shall be 
only too glad to take him into fullest confi<b*nce. Let me assure the Hou«e 
that at the present moment of grave an\iet\ lor the .safet\ of the Vrovinee 
the institution of Home Guards td supreme value It ma\ be 

Mr. FAZ4.UR RAHMAN: W e want an assiirunee. We do not vvant a 

stateiiKuit . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What do you want? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We want the origi nal instruetioiis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, that >ou will nevei have. 
AVhat you can have I am giving you. 

• Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: What point ot older? You uanf an assur- 
ance and he is gi^ ing you tiio assurance. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 d<» not want an> statement in iepl.\ Mjr 

question wa.s a direct (jucstion and a direct answer should have been fortlv 

coming, and the HoiYble Cliiet Minister shoub! not have wasted the time 
of the House. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He cannot give a direct answer. 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is for the Minister when 
questioned to decide what answer he is to give. If his answers are un- 
satisfactory, you may give him zero mark. It is for him to give the answer. 
You cannot suggest to the examinee what answer he should give, 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The House is entitled to your protection. 
Now the manner in which the Hon’ble Hiief Minister is answering supple* 
mentary questions or making his statements is discourteous to the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I have allowed him to answer 
and he is doing so. 
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Tilt lltii’blf Mr. Ai K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mj learnec? friend kno^s thA 
in making telephone calls after one call is finished we have to wait ten 
seconds before making another call. Here questions have been put in such 
overwhelming rapidity that it is difficult for us to answer all at a time. 
Therefore we are taking breath to find out what the question is and what 
answer we are to give. You don’t want answers to be given at random, 
and I do not w’ant to close the questions. I am only saying * ‘await the 
debate” when I shall be ready to take you into my confidence. I want 
a full dress debate on such an important question as this, and I want helpful 
suggestions. I realise that you cannot give helpful suggestions unless you 
are in possession of facts. I shall try to put you as much in possession of 
facts as possible, but you must deserve them. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: The finishing touch 
of the Hori’ble ('hief Mini.ster’s un.swer is e.xcellent. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The (’hief Minister takes ten seconds 
to consult the Hon’hle Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ : For four and a half years I 
could do without consultation, hut now 1 want consultation! 


Propoaal for the change of rules and nomenclature of the Bengal Junior 

Civil Servioe. 

M7. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (o) Mill the Hon’hle 
Minister in < hargc of the H(uue DejKirlment he pleased to stale whether it is 
a fact that the prof>os 4 il of the change of tlie noiiuMulature of the designation 
of the memhers of Ihuigal dunior ('ivil Service ha^ been accepted by the 
Government P 

(h) If 80 , will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state when the proposal 
is likely to be given effect to and w'hnt the proposal is^ 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering the projjriety of calling them 
“Deputy Collectors (class ID” on the analogy of the Education and Irriga- 
tion Services? If not, why not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS I trust that my honourable 
friend will agree that the examination of any proposal for a change in the 
nomenclature of a service may await the end of the war. 

Secondary Education Bill. 

•48. Mauivi MD. tSRAIL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
hklucation l)e|>iiftment Ve pleased to state whether Government intend to 
take tp the consideration of the Bengal Sec<mdaT>" Education Bill, 1942, 
during this session? 
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% MINISTER in abarg* of tha EOUMTION DEPARTMENT ftha 
Han'Ma Kim Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): it i, m,t possible to take up th* 

Secondary Education Bill dunn^r this Session for cnuses beyond ray control. 

Mr. ABDULLA'AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether he made a statement that the Select Committee would be 
called on the first week of August y 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That 1 did. As 1 have 

already said, the causes were heyond my control. I shall tidl the House 
what are the causes. The Select (ommittee sat for the first time on the 
13th, 14th and loth duly. At that time, after three days* consideration the 
<late was filled for 3rd August. It so happened that during this interval 
and \iithout my knowledge two nicniher> of the (Ongress Part\ rei[ueste<l 
the Hon ble HeputA Speaker to make a reference to the Advocate-fteneral 
on the question which was raised h\ them in the (ommittee on the 13th, 
namely, whether a Minister from the Upper House had an\ right to jireside 
over the Sub-t ommittee of the liower House. That was done without inv 
knowledge. On the 28th July I got intimation from the Legislative 
Department that as. a matter of fact the opinion of the Advucute-( jenerul 
"as sought by the l)ej)ut_\ Speaker and the former was ot opinion that I 
was not competent to act as ( hainnan His ojiiniiui was that a member 
from the I pjier House could not preside at a meeting of the Select (’om- 
mittee constituted by the l.ower House. That was ‘the opinion which the 
Advocate-Oeneral gave, and it was communicated to me not by the Deputy 
Sjieaker, but b> the Legislative Department. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Ma> J know th(‘ date of that commu- 
nication y 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 28th of dnl.\. Then- 

f(»ie as 1 had no time an<l as tlie meeting was fixed for 3rd August. I hud to 
intimate members by telegram and iinmediatelv after that I issued a 
Government communique stating the reasons why it liad been jiostponed 
nne die. Thereafter I entered into a long corre.s|»ond(*ncc with the 
Advocate-General giving my opinion against his. and after a long 
correspondence all the correspondence that passed between me jind the 
Advocate-General, his opinion and my opinion have now' been submitted 
to the Deputy Speaker for his opinion bet^ause it is his opinion that counts 
in the matter, he being the final authority to decide on the question of 
interpretation of rules; the matter is now lying with the Deputy Speaker. 
As soon as his decision is obtained, further proceedings will be taken in 
hand. 

Mf» ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasefl 
to state when all the papers were submitted to the Deputy Speaker ? 
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TIW Hm’W* Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: At the beginning dl 

thin month. 

Mr. Fi^LUR RAHMAN: When doe.s the ILurble Minister expect the 
(lecirtion of the Deputy Speaker f* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It is a matter entirely 
in the hands of the Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the HonMile Minister he pleased 
to state whether he ha.s met the Deputy Speaker .^ince the communication 
was sent to him*:' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: lie has informed me 
that he is considering my case. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Ilonlde Minister he pleased 
to state if after tlie decision of the Deputy Sjienker he will hring tlie Bill 
forward to the Select Committee (d tlii.s House ^ 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes. it the ]>eput> 
Speaker decides that I am competent; hut if 1 am declared incompetent, the 
only course that will he open to me will he to withdraw the Bill frni this 
House and introduce it in the Upper House. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer! to which were laid on the table) 

Government subsidy to *‘Nabajug*’. 

25. Mr. 8. A. SALIM; (n) Will the TTon’ble Minister in charge of the 
finance Department he pleased to .ntate whether it is a fact that the Chief 
Kditoi' of the \<\hnj\t(f has been granted subsidy by (ioverumeiity 

(h) It the answei to (o) is in the aftirmativi*, will the Hon’hle Minister 
he jdeased to state — 

(/) the amount that has been so paid; and 

{h) the head under whir h the expenditure has been charged?' 

MINISTER in chargo of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’hio , 
Dr. tyamaprasid Mookorjoe): (n) No. 

(It) Doe.s not arise. 

Khtn Bihsdltr MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any money has been spent out of the provincial exchequer as 
subsidy to the Nahajug newspaper? 
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^ TIM Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKfMEIl No, «c»pt money 

paid for advertisement. 

Khan Bafiadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hoirble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the rate of advertisement charges in the case of 
Nabajuga newspapers is much higher than that for any other newspaper?* 

The Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I have no infor* 
mation on that point. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
tvi state whether it is illegal to subsidise any newspaper!* 

The Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: If you like I shall 
refer the matter to the Advocatedieneral for his opinion. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: \\ ill the llon’hh* Minister he ])leased 
to state whether (hiring the last Ministry subsidies were paid to the news- 
paper A:(i(iy 

Tha Hofi’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Yes, when we were 
in the Opjiosition. 


* Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Jlon'hle Minister he pleased 
to state if he is prepared to lay a statement on the table showing the pay- 
ments made to the difl'erent uewspu|)ers including tlie Nabtijuf/Y 

The H(m’ble Dr. 8AMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: If the honourable 
member asks us to do so, I shall furnish the information if notice is given. 
This question relates to subsidy, and the question the honourable member 
is asking is in regard to money paid for advertisement. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hoirble Minister has just 
said in a reply that apart from payments made in respect of advertisements, 
no subsidy has been paid, and that i.s why I ask if it is a fact that the ratf 
of adverti.sement for the Sahujug is higher than that for any other news- 
paper. My point is whether he is prepared to examine the question and 
place facts before the House. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Orkiinly 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister answ'cr if I ask 
a short-notice question now Y 

The Hon'hle Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I may ask for 

notice. 
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Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas^ 
to state if the total amount paid to the Nabajug for advertisement exceed 
Es. 30,0001' 

Tha Hon'bto Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I am not aware of 

that. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS The Hon’ble Minigter stated, Sir, that if 
a question was put to him on the subject he will be pleased to answer; 
but to my question as to whether he w^ill accept a short-notice question he 
says he may ask for notice after the short-notice question is put. I ask, 
which of these two statements is correct. Was it at the request of the 
Hon’ble the (’hief Minister that he was a little bit less j^enerous now' than 
he had been before? » 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The Hoirble Minister says that both his 
answers are correct. 

(At this stage unstarred question No. 12, which was held over, was 
called.) 

Dhakhar Faziul Huq Coiiaga. 

12. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the iMhication Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total numher of students on the roll of the Faziul Huq College 
at Chakhar; 

(h) the nunilHT of them that are — 

(/) Muslim, 

(I/) Scheduled Castes, and 
(hi) Caste Hindus; 

(c) the number of students who liave been awarded fee ('oncessions ; 

{f/) the number ot them that belon^^ to the Mu.^lim communitv; and 

(( ) the total amount ol tJ) recurring and (2) non-recurring, grants made 
by Government to this College during the year — 

(i) 1940-41, and 
(i/) 1941-42? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM; (a) 454 (in March, 
1942). 

(fh (i) 210. 

(ii) 61. 

(m) 183. 

(c) 411. 

(d) 188. 
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(») R«. 

(1) Becurring: Grants-in-aid from July, 1940, to 

February, 1941 ... ... ... 4,752 

(2) Non-recurring: From the Hon’ble Chief Mininter’s 


discretionary fund ... ... ... 500 

Imperial grant through Calcutta rniversity ... 1,500 

(it) 1941-42— 

(1) Recurring: Grant-in-aid from March, 1941, to 

February, 1942 ... ... ... ... 7,582 

(2) Non-recurring: For building hostels, library, furniture 

and gymnasium ... ... ... ... 60,000 

Imperial grant through Calcutta University ... 2,000 


I promised to give some additional information about this question with 
regard to {d)y and I have now to add this: Most of the students have been 
provided with free lodgings through the good graces of the Governing 
Body. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that Government rules do not 
permit the sanction of concession to more than a certain percentage of 
students ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I know that. But 
in this case, according to the expression of the ex-Finance Minister, this 
was a case in which ultra-special consideration was given, raising the 
ordinary percentage of free studentship from 15 to 50. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why were not the same concessions given to any other college? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If any specific case 
comes to me for consideration, I will see to it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the mufassal areas Muslim students are generally poorer than the Hindu 

students P 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Certainly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hotrble Minister l>e pleased 
to state the reason for the granting of more concessions to Hindu students 
in preference to Muslim students P 

TIm Hon'Mi Khan B ah m l ur M. ABDUL KARIM: In this particular case 
no special preference has been given to tbe Hindus. Out of tha total 
10 
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])^ttzab«r of free studentships , the amount has been split up juat to enabi# 
the college authorities to do evenbanded justice to poor boys, as many as 
possible. 

Mfi K. NOORUODiNS The Hon'ble Minister has said that in this parti- 
cular case no special preference has been given. Will he be pleased to 
state in which case special concession has been given? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; The thing is, in this 
particular case the Hindus has been given three concessions, but in the case 
of Muhammadan students there is free studentship, half-free studentship, 
quarter-free studentship in addition to other facilities. 

Mr. H. 8< 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister awart that when 
the f’hief Minister brought this project, he did so as an experiment to see 
whether boys are attracted to a college established in a rural area, and has 
that experiment succeeded? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; AVe <hink the experi- 
ment has been successful. 


Mr^ Ht 8« 8UHRAWARDY: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider that 
by subsidising all the students, or practically all the students, such experi- 
ment of a college in a rural area can succeed? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That will depend upon 
the result of this experiment. This experiment may be continued for a 
shorter time or a longer time. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In view of his answer to question (c) (n) 
where he stated that Rs. 76,182 has been spent for this college for the year 
1941-42, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if this abnormally high 
expenditure is commensurate with the number of students reading in that 
college P 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The estimate orginally 
was much less, but owing to war conditions and the price of materials having 
gone up very high, about 30 per cent, of the original estimate was added 
to the estimate. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the 
question whether the finances of Bengal can stand the strain of a few more 
such colleges? 

Tht Hon’Mt Khan BMiadinr M. ABDUL KARIMl It is a matter (d 

i^piaioa. 
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Mr* Mt S« SUHRAWARDYi Haa tka Hon^bk Huiifto oonaidemi the 
question ? 

TiM Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have considered that. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Has the college been created us a nursery 
for the supporters or the supposed supporters of the Hon’ble Chief Minister P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 think this college 
has been intended as a pilgrimage for students. 

Mr. ABpUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that iq 
the last I. A. Examination, one f)f the students of the college secured the 
15th place in the University? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Kith place. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Minimum price ol Jute. 

*39. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (o) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agricult me and Iridu.stries Department aware that jute sells 
at present in the mufassal as follows : — 

(i) Top at Its.d-S to Rs.4-8. 

iii) Middle at Its. 2-8 to Its. ‘1-8, and 

(Hi) Bottom at Rs.l-S to R0.2-8? 

(h) Is the Government considering the desirability of fixing Rs.lO as the 
minimum price of jute in Bengal and taking necessary steps for keefjing it 
in force? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khuraji 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, Minister in charge of the Agriculture end 
Induetriae Department): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOD: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
pleased to state what is the present price of jute of the three classes f 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: If the honourable member wants the price 
of jute on the 17tli of this month, I am able to give it. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMDOOs Tea, tKat will do. 


Mfk HASINA MUR8HED: I have got a list here. 



Top. 

Middle. 

Bottom. 


Bs. 

Re. 

a. 

Es. 

a. 

Dacca district — 

Dacca 

... 8 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Narayanganj 

... 8 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Narsinghdi 

... 8 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Tarpasha 

... 8 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Tippera district — 

Chandpur 

... 8 

6 

12 

1 

4 

0 

Hajiganj 

... 8 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Ashuganj 

... 8 

G 

12 

4 

0 

Mmensingh district — 

Nikhlidampara 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

0 

Eishoreganj 

... 8 

6 

4 

3 

12 

Netrokona 

... 8 

6 

0 

3 

8 

Purbadhala 

... 8 

5 

8 

3 

8 

Sharishabari 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Ilashin 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Faridpur district — 

Charmuguria 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Goalundo 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Japsha 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Pahnn district — 

Nakalia 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Sirajganj 

... 8 

6 

8 

4 

4 

Coach BeJmr dutrict — 

Haldibari 

... 7 12 

6 

12 

4 

0 

Jalpaiguri district — 

Jalpaiguri 

... 7 12 

6 

12 

4 

0 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state the source of these figures? 

Mrs* HASINA MUR8HED: From reputable firms. If the honourable 
msmber wants, I can give the names of the firms. 

Miulwi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs What are the names of the firms f 
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Mlti HASINA MURtHED: Landale & Clarke, J. Thomas, E. Sim A 
k)., Gbakramal Tolaram. 

Muilvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary U 
pleased to state whether .Government made any attempt to collect these 
figure through the Commissioners, the Mstrict Magistrates and the Sub- 
divisional Officers P 

Mrte HASINA MURSHEDs I am not aware of that. 

Msuivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether the prices are for tosha jute or jat jute or for what 
kind of juteP 

Miv* HASINA MURSHEO: Unfortunately, I am not acquainted with 
the quality of jute. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I mean not the quality but the kind of 
jute — whether it is tosha jute or jat jute. 

Mre. HASINA MURSHED: This information is not available. 

Priot of duto. 

•40. Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR. (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Indiistries Deimrtmcnt aware that at jiresent 
the jute-growing agriculturists have been put to much difficulty us a result 
of very low prices of jute? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to .state what stejw do the Government propose to take to raise 
the price of the crop? 

Mrk HASINA MURSHEO: (a) The whole question of jute prices in the 
mnfassal is confused by the facts — 

(1) that they are generally different from (live Street prices; 

(2) that quotations from various sources differ very widely; 

(3) that quotation.s for “average’* prices cannot Ik? compared with those 

for “graded” j/rices for Tiqw, Middles and Bottoms; and 

(4) that prices in different districts varv' as against each other and from 

time to time according to the varying degrees of difficulty in 
ottaining transport to Calcutta. 

(b) The Government has considered very carefully the question of a 
minimum price for jute and has been in communication with the Government 
of on the question. They are prepared to act as soon as action becomai 
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ftffcwtary bat the action to be taken will depend on ih» circinaiitaiioei wheiy 
the queetion arises. At present the chief difficulty is that of transport and 
everything possible is beings done to deal with that difficulty. 

labu liADHUSUDAN SARKARs With reference to answer (a), will 
the Lady Parliamentary Secretary state whether she means to say that jute 
in the mufassal area is not selling at a lower price ? 

Mrii HASINA MUR8HE0: 8ir^ 1 could not follow the question. 

Riton MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: My question was whether the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the department was aware that as a result of the low 
prices of jute tlie agricultural jute-growers have been put to great diffi- 
culty, but the answer is not given in a direct way. My question is this: 
With reference to answer («), does the Lady Parliamentary Secretary mean 
to say that jute in the mufassal area is not selling at a lower price? 

tabu NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRA8ARTY : 

octft 3Rt^: ‘‘Lady Secretary, Lady Secretary” fw Parliamentary 

Secretary y 

Mff DEPUTY 8PEAKER: She is Parliamentary Secretary. 

tabu MADHUEUDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, the answer that has been given* 
by the Parliamentary Secretary will not satisfy my object and that is no 
answer to my question. My question is thi.s: Whether the Parliamentary 
Secretary means to say with reference to answer (a) that jute in the 
mufassal area is not selling at a lower price on account of which the jute- 
growers have been put to much difficulty ? 

Mrt DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 myself cannot follow your question. 

Ktlill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (ez), will 
•the Parliamentary Secratary be pleased to state what are the difficulties in 
the matter of transport that are making it impossible for the Government to 
take up the work? 

Mrt« HA8INA MUR8HED: That has already been answered. The 
difficulty is one of transport. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS But what are the difficulties 
encountered by the Govetnment in the matter of transport? 

Mri. HA8INA MUR8HED: Want of steamers and want of wagons. 

Miuivi MUHAMMAD I8RA1LS In answer {a), the Pwrliaiaaiitary 
Sooretary has stated that the Government are prepared to act os soon on 
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%etion ffecomM necMsary. Do GoTernment consider that this is the proper 
moment or rather the time has passed ior fixation of the minimum price in 
view of the depression in the market P 

Mrs* HA8INA MURSHEDs Government consider that the time has not 
yet passed. Government is prepared to take action when circumstances 
require it. 

Mttllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state whether she is aware that most of the jute has been brouffht 
into the market by now and that the ajrriculturists have to part with almost 
50 per cent, of their jute in order to purchase rice and other necessaries of 
life? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: The Government of Bengal have taken up 
this question with the (Government of India and they are doing their best 
to improve the position of jute. 


Babu MADHU8UOAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (/>), namely, 
that Government are prepared to take action as soon as action becomes 
necessary, will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased to state wbat are 
the additional circumstances which Government think necessary for action 
to be taken ? 

m 

Mrs. HA8IHA MUR8HED: Government will take necessary action 
when circumstances will demand it. 


Unttarred Qutttion No. 21. 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. Sir, yesterday I promised 

to reply to a question put by my ex-colleague Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, about 
the appointment of Assistant Engineers. He asked me a question as to 
whether there was any Muslim candidate available, and I said that I would 
let him know later. We wrote to the Public Service Commission several 
times. The Public Service Commission has, in fact, said that they cannot 
find Muslim candidates, but even then we have again referred this to the 
Public Service Commission to form a panel of Muslim candidates for appoint- 
ment as temporary engineers. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. With reference to answer (a), will the 
fion’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the five temporary posts were 
eU advertised F I beg to remind the House that only for four posts adver- 
tisement was made last year. 

TIm Hbn^blt Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AfflllD! So far as my recollection 
gohe, ^kher temporary or permanent, aD posts were advertieed. 
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Mr. SYiD ABDUL MAJIDl May 1 know in which paper iheae poe^ 
were advertised? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot say that offhand. 
1 want notice. 

Miulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (b), namely, 

“ owing to the non-availability of Muslims non-Muslims were appointed 

to the posts,’* will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Muslim candidates applied for these posts and, if so, their number? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, Sir, my friend 
did not hear me when I replied to Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s question. I said 
that though the Public Service Commission has informed us ^that Muslim 
candidates are not available, we have asked the Public Service Commission 
to form a panel of Muslim candidates who might qualify themselves for these 
posts. 


Unstarred Question No. 23. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this is a very important question, 
and we would like it to be answered by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of 
Dacca. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right ; it is held over. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI8 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise 
on a point of personal grievance as well as privilege. My status in this 
Assembly has been assailed in the past, and it was so assailed by the 
Secretary of the Progressive Party the other day who even denied me the 
right of being a Muslim and capable of sympathising with Muslim 
grievances. I have been called a “foreigner” in this House. (Mr. Stsd 
Badruduuja: There is no doubt about it!) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your point? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is a point of personal grievance 
or a point of privilege or whatever you may call it. It is about my privi- 
lege or status in this House and outside it. The same word was us^ by “ 
a member of the Congress Party w’hen Sir Aiizul Haque was our Speaker. 

1 raised the point and he promised to consult the practice in the House of 
Commons. The information that came back to him from the Clerk of the 
House of Commons was that the Speaker there considered the word 
**ldioi|rner” as applied to a member of the House, as entirely unparlia- 
mentary. In fact, a case that Sir Mohammed Asiaul Haque pointed out to 
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^ wa« that when a Semitic brother of mine waa called a foreigfner in the 
House of Commons, the honourable member walked across the House — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I know all that. What do you want me 
to do? 


^^r. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: T do not want to take up the tim^ 
of the House. Possessing as I do a British passport and having taken the 
oath of allegiance to His Majesty in this very House, am I not in order in 
suggesting to you, when this word is used against me, to rule it out aa 
unparliamentary and ask the honourabk? member who used it to take it 
back ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I appreciate tlie manner in which you hav<^ 
brought this matter to my notice. I know that on a referenc'e made by 
Sir Azizul Haque, the Clerk to the irouse of Commons in reply wrote 
that the term “foreigner” is unparliamentary. Such expressions or 
epithets ns “foreigner” or “exploiter” are unparliamentary. I have 
already explained to the members of this House that any such personal 
reference made in heat would be unparliamentary. 1 W(»uld also tell tho 
House that a meml>er is not entitled to send a challenge to another member; 
that is also unparliamentary. 1 would ask the members not to use expres- 
sions like “foreigner” or “exploiter”. But you must rememW that 
Expressions, much more serious and much more objectionable, hav« been 
used in spite of the fact that I always di.scourage and deprecate their usage. 
Members should remember that they have got two duties to do, viz., (1) 
while making speeches, and (2) while listening to spe<*(dies— <»n both the 
occasions, they have to observe ceituin rules, but to my surprise I find that 
members while speaking do not observe ilie rules and members listening to 
the debate also do not observe the rules that they should. 1 hope meml>era 
while speaking would not u.se any expression in heat which would be un- 
parliamentary. I maintain that the w(»rds “foreigner” and “exploiter” are- 
unparliamentary. 

Mr, K, 8HAHABUDDIN: Then, will you please ask the honourable- 
member to withdraw that exprc^ssioii Y 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall see the relevant portion and do the 
needful. 

Mr. K, SHAHABUDDIH: May I draw your attention to the exprei- 
fiion used by*the Hon’ble Chief Mini.ster with reference to the statement 
made by Mr. Suhrawardy?^ He used the expression “atrcKuous lie,” which- 
1 submit ia unparliamentary and must have escaped your notice. The 
House knows and every one in Bengal knows the unenviable reputation of 
the Hon'ble Chief Minister. 
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Ifr. OIPUTY fPEAKIRt An expression like that is tinpatliaineniai|r, 
and I maintain that those expressions have been used in heat and would in 
normal circumstances not have been used. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN; Will you please ask him to withdraw ihat 
expression? 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall see the relevant portion and do the 
needful. 

Tha HOfl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After all that has been said, 

I rise to make a statement by way of personal explanation. So far as I am 
nware — 1 have j^ot j^reut respect for my friend Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi 
— I know he is a j^enuine Bengali, and 1 am satisfied that he fs a Bengali, 
bred and born. Therefore I welcome him as a Bengali brother. 

As regards the exju-ession “atrocious lie” Mr. Shahabuddin has said 
that 1 have got an unenviable reputation throughout Bengal, but I would 
4iHk him to remember that if he j>elts another with stones he must be pre- 
pared to receive them, and that if he gives an inch another will take an ell. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He must withdraw that expression. 
Instead of 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter that will be decided by me. 

SPECIAL MOTIONS. 

On the Hon’ble Chief Minister's Statement. 

iir. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Now Mr. Suhrawardy will move his motion. 

YUSUF MIRZA: On a pt)int of order. Sir. 

iMr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your point of order? 

YUSUF MIRZA: The busine.ss should be taken in the order in which 
it is printed and circuited. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 
According to the Rules of Business, these motions should be treated like 
resolutions and if that contention is conceded, then I submit that under the 
rules no resolution can he taken out of its turn unless a requisition in 
writing is made to you by 70 members. Not only will a requisition be 
neoessar)’, but also the consent of the Speaker, in this case the Deputy 
^Speaker, and also the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to whioh , 
th#ln0tion relates is also required. That being the legal position, 1 sbbmft 
that you cannot allow Mr. Suhrawardy to move his motion out cl 
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tim. Wk»t I have submitted is contained in rule 93. It says. ‘‘Noi- 
wahfltan®iig anything contained in sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 20, on the written 
requisition of not less than seventy nieinbers, that a resolution be taken out 
of its turn on a day allotted for the discussions of resolutions of private 
members, the resolution shall, with the consent of the Speaker and the 
Minister in charge of the department to which the resolution relates be 
given precedence on that day over all other resolutions for which a ballot 
has been held.” Now, Sir, in this i‘ase this is a day which has been 
allotted for the discussion of private members’ business. Although you 

have circulated the agenda saying that the list relates to Government 

business, I submit that these motions would have been Government motions 
bad the motions been amendments to any motion moved by Government, 
In this ease the Hon’hle Chief Minister made a statement. The statement 

was disouBsed in this House. He did not move any motion with regard to 

that statement. So these niotions are not amendments to that statement. 
Only it has been arranged that private members will have the privilege of 
sending in motions for discussing tin* jmiiits raiseil in the statement. 
Therefore, thes<* motions cannot lx* calle<l motions relating to Govenniieiit 
business. These motif)n.s submitted b\ private members being onl\ resolu- 
tions, we are going to discuss tbese re.solutions of private members. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 quite follow your point. 

Mr. BURENORA NATH BISWAS: Today ba.s been allotted for dis- 
cussion of the resolutions from private memlK»rs. That being so, having 
already issued the agenda pap(*r in which the order of precedence has been 
statwl, you cannot take any motion out of its turn without tlie requisites 
being complied with. Kir, you have Ikhui a member of tin* Calcutta 
Corporation. You are aware 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, your point is that under the 
rules I am not entitled to take up these motions out of turn. 

Mr. A, F. STARK: Kir, 1 .sliould like to speak on this point of order. 
The Deputy Speaker has circulated the agenda in a certain order, but we 
£nd now that item !No. 1 on the agenda pafier is not going to be taken. 1 
submit that it is impossible to do business if the order in the agenda is 
liable to be upset at the lu.st moment in this manner. 


Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, the point of order does not 
•rise at all because the rule referred to by the honourable member refers to 
"resolutions which are balloted and the rule does not refer to special motions 
which have got to satisfy a condition, namely, that the consent of the 
Minister concerned has got to \te obtained. As far as this special motion 
is concerned, that rule does not apply at all. It only applies in the case 
of ordinary resolutions which have got to be balloted and when a member 
has obtained a piece by ballot, you cannot change that unless by the special 
iirpoeiiire laid down under the rules. 1 submit that as far as gpecini 
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motions are concerned they have got a peculiar position. For a special 
motion only the consent of the Minister concerned is necessary, and having 
obtained that consent this question of taking up the motions as they appear 
in the agenda paper cannot arise. Sir, we are now concerned with the 
change of the order in the agenda. Here again we were given to under- 
stand from the very l)eginning, as far as these motions are concerned, we 
will l)e allowed to take them up in the order we may choose. You, Sir, 
have always given me to understand that whenever I shall raise that 
question you will allow me to do so. These are party resolutions tabled by 
the Opposition and the Opposition has the right to bring them up in the 
order they like. If the understanding from the beginning had been that 
the Government would be prepared to allot sufficient time to take up all the 
motions, then I would have no objection whatsoever to the suggestion made 
by the Whip of the Eurojiean Group. Let Government agree that an 
opportunity will be given to move and debate on all the motions of which 
notice has been given, and then this side of the House will be quite prepared 
to abide by the order in which they appear on the agenda paper. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, may I be permitted to 
point out that the only section which refers to special motions is rule 95 
which says, “Save in so far as is otherwise provided by the Act or by these 
rules, no discussion of a matter of general public* interest shall take place 
otherwise thuji on u resolution moved in accordance with these rules, 
except with the consent of the Speaker and of tlie Minister to whose depart- 
ment the motion relates,” and “No motion shall be admissible if it relates 
to a matter whic*h is not primarily the concern of the Provincial Govern- 
ment.” So far as these motions are concerned, they have satisfied rule 96 
because the Opposition has got 3^our consent, and I have also given my 
consent. The question that now arises is one of priority, and I submit that 
rules 20 and 9d are to the point and cannot he ignored. Rule 20 relates to 
the arrangement of business on tbe agenda and says, “(1) At times when 
Government business has prec*edenc'e, tbe Governor may arrange that 
business in such order us he thinks fit.” Suh-rule ( 2 ) of the rule says, 
“The relative precM*denoe of notices of Bills and resolutions given by 
private members shall, from time to time, be determined by ballot in such 
manner as tlie Speaker may direct. The order of priority as determined 
by tbe ballot shall, subject to the provisions of rule 93, be final.” Now, 
Sir, tbe special motions — you can call them by any name you like — are 
nothing but resolutions brcuight before the House and therefore the order 
of precedence shall not be determined acc*ording to the whims and caprices 
of anybody but by means of ballot. If there was no ballot, that has been 
a defect, but that defect cannot be remedied by allowing these rules to be 
ignored. 1 therefore submit, Sir, that unless section 93 applies, namely, 
that no less than 70 ineraliers by a signed petition ask you to change tbe 
order of precedence, and over and above that, the Minister concerned gives 
hifi consent, rule 20 shall inevitably prevail, that is to say, the order as 
determined by ballot shall be the order in which resolutions have be^ 
entered. If there has been no ballot, I submit that has been a defect i&d 
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ydk can immediately now proceed to a ballot and if that ballot is not 
aaiisfactenry to the Opposition, we can at least say that we are not respon- 
sible for it. In this connection I wish to make one point absolutely clear. 
I myself want a full dress debate on the motion which Mr. Suhrawardy is 
anxious to make before the House, in the course of which 1 want the various 
matters to be cleared. The only difficulty with- me is that I did not know 
till I came to the House this morning that that motion would be taken up 
first. I have not brought the pajiers with me, and I do not think I will be 
able to ask the supporters of Government to speak on this motion by giving 
them sufficient materials on which to take part in the discussion. For 
these reasons, Sir, the non-observance oi the order would be a breach of 
the mandatory rules which we must all follow, and therefore the motion 
cannot be taken up out of turn. It is a different thing altogether ns to 
how this order has been made out. It may be. Sir, according to your dis- 
cretion: it may be according to the direction given by the Chief Whip 
either of the Government or of the Opposition: it may be that it has been 
determined by Government : but once it has been determined, once it has 
received your approval, and once it has been circulated, the order of 
precedence as given on the agenda paper now before the House is final, and 
1 submit most respectfully that rules 20 and read together debar any- 
one from asking for a departure from that order, nor does it allow you to 
change that order of priority. In these circumstances I do ask the Oppo- 
sition to consider it, but if they cannot proceed with the other motions 
ixj^erving this one for tomorrow but insist on this motion, then I submit, 
Sir, you ought to take a ballot and then proceed to 8<*e what would l>e the 
order of precedence. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to this point of order 1 think 
rules 20 and 93 do not a])ply to special motions and therefore no question 
of ballot can arisi? in this connection. The question of ballot arises only 
when non-official resolutions and non-official Bills are conceriie<l. But 
these motions are of a ]K‘culiar nature, Wcause they are special motions on 
the statement which 1 allowed the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister to make under 
rule 116, and these special motions I have allowed under rule 95 of the 
Assembly Procedure Rules. If I had considered these motions as resolu- 
tions by private members, certainly I would not have sent ibewj motions 
to the Hon’ble Minister roiua'nied for his consent. I sent these motions 
to the Hon’ble Minister for his consent and he has given his consent. So 
far as these special motions are conceited, the question arises out of a 
statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Therefore it must be 
treated as Government business and not non-official business. This order 
• has been made by me and the Hon’ble Minister has said in tbe first para- 
graph of his statement that he is prepared to give an opportunity to the 
members of oiSfering any criticisms which they think desirable and neces- 
sary. So I will give an opportunity to the Opposition to have their say in 
this matter first. I rule that rule 93 does not arise; rule 20 does not arise. 
It if a peculiar case. As far as I remember, no statement of tbe Chief 
Miniliier has been debated upon during the last four years and a half. I 
treated the statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister as a motion and 
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ill these motions as special motions under rule 95. Therefore, 1 will 
to accommodate the Opposition, and in all fairness it is my duty to protect 
the riffbt of the minority. I, therefore, allow Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy to 
move his motion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Sir, you have ruled that rule will not apply to these motions, but the 
point rtmiaiuH that you have to proceed with certain rules. You have got 
power under rule 11(1 to make directions in matters for which no provision 
has been made. That is the only residuary rule under which you can 
proceed with the business today. Having conceded that I request you, 
Sir, that you should not pass any orders directing the conduct of business 
today which shall not he consistent with the rules made hereunder. Sir, 
rule 11(1 says, “The Si)eaker may, by orders not inconsistent wdtb these 
rules, provide for matters tor which no provision is made.” 1 submit, tSir, 
if you have to pass any order lliat order must be consistent with the rules 
passed by the Assembly. What is the spirit of the rules? The spirit of 
the rules is where there are several motions or several Bills, whatever they 
may be, an order of precedence must be determined; but how? By ballot. 
Thia is rule 20. Rule 20 does not apply to resolutions alone. This rule 20 
pertains to motions submitted by private mejiibers and also relates to 
Government business. Rule 20(;^) says, “The relative precedence of notices 
of Bills and resolutions given by private members shall, from time to time, 
be determined by ballcrt in such manner ns the Speaker nmy direct,” 
Sir Nazimuddiu says that special proce<lure bus to be adopted with regard 
to motions because they are special motions under rule 95. You also ruled 
that special procedure has to be adopted with regard to these motions. 
May I know what kind of procedure you are going to adopt? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, (uder, .Mr. Biswas. You have no 
right to challenge the verdict of the Chair. 1 will not allow a discussioa 
on that. I have alread> said that in the absent e of any specific provision 
in the rules J decide that 1 will give priority according to my discretion. 
I have allowed Mr. Sulirawardy to move his motion. 

Mr. H. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Sjieaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that this Assejtibly is of opinion that the non-application by Government of 
the Communal Ratio Rules to the apjmintments made in the various paid 
A.R.P. services and the Fire-fighting Services, resulting in the almost 
complete exclusion of Muslims and the Scheduled Castes from those aervioea, 
should be disapproved. 

Sir, I am not very’ hopeful, in spite of the most cogent arguments and 
figures which 1 might place before this House, of obtaining a favourable 
verdict from the supporters of the Government, for has not recently a party 
mait^ of the Progressive Coalition Party been convened for the purpose 
of considering tb© expansion of the Cabinet and the appointment , of more 
IPsiRaiiientary Secretaries? But still, Sir, 1 think ws should do eur du^ 
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and placa before them such facts as there are at our disposal. 
It is d^oiilt to get at those facts and I am placing those before the House. 

1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will correct me if there are any misstatement* 
or understatements or overstatements and place l)efore the House the correct 
figures. 

Sir, in regard to Calcutta it is difficult to know the precise position,, 
but so far as we have been able to gather it aj>penrs to us that nearly all, 
if not all, of the higher paid aj)pointiueivts have gone to Caste Hindus and 
in the lower paid appenntments some crumhs have h(M‘n thrown to the 
Muslims and possibly none to the Scheduled (Pistes. So far, Sir, us we 
have been able to get, of jwsts carrying Ks. like the posts of Staif 
Officers, of 27 such po.sts only have gone (o Mu.sliins; out of 2dl posts of 
Post AYardens carrying a pay of Its. To, only 32 have gone to Muslims. 
(Cries of ‘^hame! Shame!” from the Opposition benches.) Out of 
Sector Wardens carrying the very humble pay of Its. 30 with practically 
no qualifications worth the name, out of 3, Hid appointments only 411 have 
gone to Muslims, although according to the Communal Itatio Rules at least 
1,500 should have gone to the Muslim coiniminity. I'Im' Muslims are not 
even thought fit to get their quota as mess<*ngers. That carries a pay of 
Rs. 30. Out of r>4t; appointments only 140 go to Muslims. Similarly, Sir, 
we can go on amplifying iiHlefiiiilely. In the Rescue Service out of 5 Staff 
Officers only 1 is a Muslim, in the Hou.se Protection Service some jiisiioe 
has been done there — out of 2S Staff Officers 14 are Muslims, hut nowhera 
dg we find, Sii, that the Muslims in any particular cadre, other than 
menials, have had the hencHt of the abrogation of the Csoiimunal Ratio 
Rules and have received a higher number of appointments than 50 per 
cent. Out of the 9 apimintments of Depot Superintendents carrying a pay 
of Rs. 2o0 only one is a Muslim; and out of 7 Deputy Superintendents also 
only one is a Muslim, and .so on. On tlie wlude, if we leave out 3he person- 
nel of the Rescue Service the ptiy of which is mainly Rs. 25, we find that 
out of 4,410 appointments only ORl go to the Muslims (Cries of “Shame f 
Shame!” from the Opposition benches.) A very valuable document 
setting out facts and giving materials lias been circulated by a party 
called “Council of Action”— a ]>arty which has come info being because 
one cannot continue to remain (luiescent under the constant castigation of 
this Ministry and the sui)erciliou8 manner in which tlie Chief Minister is 
carrying on the administration relying upon his artificial majority. Sir, 
in Howrah out of 82 posts of Wardens carrying a pay of Rs. 75 cuily two 
are Muslims. Out of 8-50 Wardens carry ing a pay of Rs. 30— the European 
Party w'ho are the staunch supporters of the Ministry will kindly listen and 
see bow justice is being meted out to the Muslim nation; they are the 
•greatest upholders of this Ministry— only 40 are Muslims and the rest 
Hindus. Messengers— 188 Hindus, only 6 Muslims. In the Casualty 
Swricje out of* 400 First- Aiders only 12 are Muslims. The Officer-in- 
duirge, pay Ra. 275, 12 Medical Officers (Assistant Surgeons), pay Es. 160, 
24 Medical Officers (Sub- Assistant Surgeons), pay Rs. 100, 6 Staf Officers, 
pay Ea. 160; 3 Deputy Superintendents, pay Rs. 126 — all are Hindus, 
tlieie k not a single Muhammadan. Are there no doctors available, no* 
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Sab*As 0 i 8 tftnt Surgeons available in the Muslim community F Th^ them 
is the Street Fire-Fighting Service and so on. We can go on multiplying 
instances. I have got figures of the 24-Parganas which are also illuminat- 
ing. The Controller carrying a pay of Rs. 600. Of course he is a Hindu. 
The Deputy Controller is there drawing a pay of Rs. 500. Of course he is 
a Hindu. In the Warden Service there is the Officer-in-charge drawing a 
pay of Rs. 325 and, of (X)urse, he is a Hindu. Then Air Raid Wardens 
(Honorary), There are 15 of them; all Hindus. There are four paid 
appointments carrying a pay of Rs. 200. Of course all of them are non- 
Musliins. Of the Staff Officers carrying a pay of Rs. 150, 16 are Hindus 
and only one Muslim. Even in the Clerical Department, out of 21 clerks 
carrying a pay of Rs. 35 only one is a Muslim. In the Communications 
Service, the Officer-in-charge, (^^mmunications (what special qualification 
he possesses one does not exactly know) draws a pay of Rs.t 400, and of 
course he is a Hindu. Then there is one Messenger Commandant drawing 
a pay of Rs. 200 and he is a Hindu. One post of Staff Officer carrying a 
pay of Rs. 200. Of course he is a Hindu. Out of 13 Supervisors and 
Intelligenc-e Officers drawing a pay of Rs. 100 only one is a Muslim. Of 
the clerks on Rs. GO, 36 are Hindus and only 4 are Muslims, and out of 
3 clerks on a pay of Rs. 35, not one is a Muslim. We could go on like 
this, hut what is the use of going on further. In the case of Muslims we 
have S5€Uo, zero, zero, zero, everywhere. 

Now, Sir, I do not know where we shall go for redress. It is said 
that His Excellency the Governor has got a spendal responsibility in regard 
to the minority's of this Province, but to whom shall the majority of this 
Provint'e turn for redress, when the administration is in the hands of 
renegades from the Muslim community and the Hindu Mahasabha? Where 
are the Muslims to go for justice F We have to appeal to the public in the 
last resort. But the public is made up of various groups. What does 
Muslim public opinion matter to the Chief Minister? He has been discard- 
ed by the Muslims and he has made up his mind to crush the Muslim 
community I It does not matter to him what the Muslim public thinks. 
The Muslim League has preached communal harmony, and communal 
harmony has been maintained, and everything is satisfactory and the Chief 
Minister takes the credit for it. Sir, the gentleman who wandered about 
the country arousing the worst passions of the Hindu community, and 
causing riots, is at present sitting on the ministerial benches, and there- 
fore why should the Chief Minister consider about the Muslim community? 
Why should His Excellency consider the claims of the Muslim community 
since the Muslim Leaguers are behaving like good boys? As regards the 
Hindus, they have got everything they want, and more than they deserve. 
As to the Scheduled Castes representatives, the poor depressed classes, 
when the time will come, the Chief Minister will say, ‘T shall give you a 
few nominations.” If they become obstreperous, the Chief Minister will 
say, “I shall take some Parliamentary Secretaries from your community, 
and I shall give you one more Minister,” and then he will fondly count 
upon their support. Then, Sir, comes the party itself. We have been 
i^ormed, Sir, that the party, the Progressive Coalition Party, has lodged 
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^ prot^t, but this is confined to their own party room. That protest can 
easily be resolved. I have already pointed out that today the party is 
going to consider the appointment of more ParliamenLiry Secrotaries and 
the expansion of the Cabinet. The Cliief Minister throws crumbs to the 
party sitting over there as if tlie party is so demoralised, so low, that things 
of this nature will make it alter its views. Sir, this is the opinion which 
the Chief Minister holds regarding the members of his own parly I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Order, order. Mr. Siihrawardy, you can- 
not cast any reflection on a party as a whole, 

Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 sa\. Sir, that the party is not so 

demoralised, and I call ui)on it to rise to its fullest height, and reject this 

insidious atj^empt at demoralisation on the part of the ('hief Minister and 
the members of his Cabinet. 

Sir, Mr. Ikidrudduja stated yesterday that if the Ministr\ was not able 
to give a satisfactory aii.swer, the party would vote against the Ministry 
on this (jue.stion. Sir, Mr. Ihidruddujo is a ver\ lo\al folloMer of the 
Chief Minister and in a very impassioned siJoecb yesterday be extolled the 
services which the Chief Minister alleges he ha.s rencdord to the Muslim 
community. This is not the time nor the place when 1 desire to challenge 
that statement. Mr. Ihidrudduja outlined the ptdicy of his party, because 
he believ(*s that the (.lii(‘f mister has got a very satisfactory answer, and 
w'ill he aide to satisfy if not this Houso at least himself; and that is all 

that is required. If tlie Chief Minister can put forward some sort of a 

plea, however disingenuous it may be, Mr. Badrudduja will la* satisfied and 
say, “Well, bow can W'e go against this MinisfrN Y'" The CJiief Minister 
will explain thus, “When the appoiiitnienls were made I was sleeping, or 
I was roaming from place to jdace. 1 am trying to bring about a world 
comproini.se. 1 am writing letters to Chiang Kai Shek, to the President of 
the United States of America and to the Premier, Mr. Churcliill. I am in 
correspondence witli all the.se big jieojile. I cannot look at these small 
items of administration These tilings are matters that mu.st ln‘ left to 
others. 1 cannot work. The lM‘st thing I ran do is to lepudiate them. I 
have written notes. 1 alwaN*. write noti-s I have said what you have 
done is ver> , very bad and it ought to he altereil. Wiiat mon^ can 1 do. 

I am helples.s.’' 

I want him to admit, if he dares, that this Min istry, this Cabinet is 
helpless before an oftirer of this (Jovernnienl , who chooses to defy all the 
rules and the orders of Government solemnly laid down. The Chief 
Minister «aid yesterday that “some ofiicer, somewhere, in some remote 
• corner, at some time, in some way, somehow' in a place without dimensions 
may do something against our poliiy. We shall look into it and rectify it.** 
But on this question when the time has come for rectification the Chief 
Minister can do nothing but write notes. Here is an officer who is working 
under the orders of somebody or under some Ordinance and who shirks 
bis duty and makes these appointments. What can the Chief Minister do 
nxo^t to write notes. Mr. Badrudduja does not know that whenever the 
16 
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Oliief Minister wants to create evidence and throw the blame on others hf 
writes notes. We know the notes of the Chief Minister. From time to 
time he used to write notes and circulate them, but never brought them up 
for discussion; he was satisfied with having created evidence of his 
solicitude. I am certain that that is going to be the Chief Minister's 
apology on the floor of the House. Is he f>r is he not going to apply rule 
13 of the Communal Ratio Rules which provides a remedy where anything 
has been done against these rules, against the decision solemnly taken by 
the Cabinet of which the Chief Minister was at one time a part? He and 
the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca are common factors in the last Ministry and 
the present Ministry. The Nawab Bahadur and the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister are parties to these Communal Ratio Rules and these provide that 
if any oflicer has disregarded these rules and has not carried out his duty, 
then the appointments shall be cancelled and new appointments shall be 
made in accordance with the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Sir, the Chief Minister in his valuable propagandist pamphlet, the 
Bengal Weekly, once gave a dissertation on efficiency and how the officers 
of Government have utilised or mi.sused the plea of efficiency for the purpose 
of keeping down Muslims and taking away their rights, v^ir, the Chief 
Minister made a statement-^ it was a Avomlerful stattuiKUii and if T may be 
permitted to offer my thanks to the Chief Minister for the contribution, I 
beg to do so. But tliai was written when th(‘ Chief Minister was under 
different influence. What has happened today under tlie influen(*e of his 
colleague on the right — 1 mean the Finance Minister? The Muslims hava 
suddenly lM»come inefficient and the officers of Government under his 
patronage are permitted to crush the Muslim rights in this way on the plea 
of inefliciency. 

Sir, I call upon the Hon’ble Chief Minister, if he has a particle of that 
good fw»n.H<* left which he sometimes cxhibit€*d in the lust taibinet, to rise in 
his stature at the jiresent moment and undo the great wrong w’hich he has 
done, w'hich he and his colleagues have done, to the Muslim community. 
Regarding the party supporting Government, I call upon them all to shake 
off their complex and support this resolution which I am sure must find an 
echo in the heart of every true Muslim, every true nationalist, every true 
Scheduled Caste and every i>erson who is anxious to see that good relation- 
«hip is established between the Hindus and the Muslims. It is not by 
trampling down the rights of the Muslim community that you will be able 
to govern satisfactorily in this Province. The day of retribution has not 
yet come. The Chief Minister may yet get up and throw out challenges to 
the Opposition and tell us, “Unless you behave like good boys I will not 
give you a satisfactory answer,” A statement like that made in any other . 
House would have evoked a severe reprimand from the members themselves, 
but he has been allowed to escape. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. As you are making a reflec- 
tion on the whole House, I cannot allow you to proceed. I shall get a copy 
H the proceedings from the reporters and expunge that portkm* 
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% Mfi ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Rejararding tiie thing that happened 
in thia Honse, honourable members have a right to criticise. If the fact if 
wrong, then your ruling may be (•orre4-t, but if the fact stated by 
Mr. Sulirawardy is not wrong, then any memlwr of the House haa a right 
to express his opinion. Our words shall not be expunged unless they 
militate against any definite convention or rule of procedure in this House. 

Mrt DEPUTY SPEAKER: You haA*e not followed what Mr. Suhim* 
wardy has said. I have followed him. He has made a refltndion on the 
whole House, and I am not going to allow it. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the matter had come up before the 
House for consideration and 1 had said that the House had not done its duty, 
then 1 submit that your ruling would have been right. Such a statement 
would have constituted a reflection cm the House. Rut when the* matter is 
not before the House, I am surely entitled to say that the House would take 
exception to such remarks of a Minister. The matter is not before the House, 
and there is no reflection yet cast upon the House. However let that pass. 

How long is this camouflage administration going to (‘ontinin*^ After the 
horse has Ijolted, what does the Minister (10?" He just wuites notes. 1 do beg 
of him to pay a little more attention to the administration of which lie is the 
Chief. Why does he career about the country!^ Take the jute (juestion wliicb 
came up the other day. How is the (Miief Minister going to deal with itP 
He will say, “I have not done anything. 1 am now going to Dellii, so 
support me.” One fine morning he says, “T am going to see what the results 
of tlie evacuation policy have been and how* the people have been liurd hit 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not going to give way to th« 
honourable njemb(*r. So the Ilon ble Cliiet Minister goes to Noukhuli. He 
does nor even get oui ot liis >ailooii, and pretends that he has been to the 
evacuation area and seen things for himself. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Mr. Suhrawardy, from A.R.P. don’t go to 
jute. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am merely pointing out that the whole 
administration is a camouflage. The sooner the Chief Minister pays a little 
more attention to the administration of this Province the better it will be. 
Let him eee that the rules are properly observed and that officers disobeying 
rules are taken to task. Then and then alone he has got the right to roam 
about the countr)’ and push himself if he is so inclined, although without 
any credentials. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, may I draw your attention to~ 

Mr« MEPliTY APE AMIR S Are you on a point of oid«r, Mr. Zanumf 
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Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Yes, Sir, T rise on a point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER X Order, order, that is no point of order. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : On a point of order, Sir, 

^ (Tf&t ^ 

contract 5?^ f¥? (Interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, Older. There is no point in your 
point of order. Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Therefore, I say, Sir, he cannot do that; 
he has got no right io go about tlie country and waste public money in this 
fashion. 

Babli NARENORA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

’t’R A. R. P. <4^ tnsT? Tt-sfesr ^t»tn:5n 

jpnt >1% ^ C'oC? (?t, 

c^t »»ft ’Tmi -asr: trcTfar^Ytr S’tft's '‘TtcsrtRW 

'StW fttti <r?ht ’r5T'5t‘t CTC19 5Tfel^tr!R JISR I 

A.R.P. 'srtisrt^Rt 'sth;? iii=5; ^ 

'^’rra CJPRT nipTTi 'irsTRi'rrfhr sttk 

’tcYF A.R.P.? jppiii ’tsT i 

A.R.P. ifYys Suhrawardy ?^'51 ?i 

'q?T 'Hi? C?® «1 Iftst JI f?VC7? ?ff^ JRvtg HRH tTC'Sl 

YC®I Htf? HC? 'Hf? I (.^ ^ Suhrawardy Him:?? gti^l Hi? 

; tflHi? cHt? ft?? <4?; ■iflirstt? yr't #? i 

CH f“l'^i , C? fiiofe 5’Hf^ I HtH Suhrawardy ^IC5? 

HI H ftvC? tf'W ?Ht'5H Sir Nazimuddin HPRI ^ 5^5? I 'f1?«| 

JTSfiR Sir Nazimuddin feCHH, CHfr? HlH *1%^ 'Htf? 

HtHY 5tC?4 'SKH t'rtHl? 'Q HtHHl? C»n?fi ; €t? Hi'S? 

'#PR 'HR5 1 fifn IVh ert ^6h13I? 'HMYCH ^ HIHT 4H^1 

HWPT «rt?1T1? «*t YC? '9Ci fir* Suhrawardy Hlt?C?? Jprg- HfiftH? 

Ytpra cHtH nf^spsi ch?. 'll? (hkh chIh mSHfen ch^, • 

t^K CH^ i t^t? fit^CH tHiH HtH*! ?H c.*i^ , lipPHtu* 

Hrivshs '?fi«n '9 ^ ?n?H?nm? 3itH»r9 1 'st? hi? chih 4^ ftronr 

T5 WS? 4?; ftst?? HtCHfPHf? 'Htfii HI'S *ltfirfH I 'Htfi Htfil, 'Hlft 

*lftHCT? ’TOICW? *H1 WfHtft? C? 4^ A.R.P. HHHII fifM ACHT 

?f*rffhr Y? HYH*. HW? SnPT, >HtK* CyO *1^9? TO%«R I 
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iltc® 4^ A.R.P. 51:9 Sk’4 »fti;9 <49? 911^ 49r9lar 

49: 5«tt9Tf''t1St9 5»t9 f9«9 ^9 4? OIT^ 9C9T 'Gti — 

15(9 f%f% '9199' 9'99t9 csjl 999%5I9 I '9t'W?I ®R99 C9 A.R.P. Dep«rt- 
ment ^tWC9'9 ’?S 99 ; 999 .Suhrivwardy J|ti:59 49119 9fB95t9 '9199 '99I9TJ, 

A.R.P ct&i ?'r.?rii5> i 


Mr« H. 8* SUHRAWARDYs Ma\ I sun. Sir, tluM ilu‘ liotiouruble 
gentleman doe.s not know that these peojile are hi'ing paid since tlie advent 
of this Ministry? 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Shut up! 

Mf. M9«A9 H* ISPAHANIS On u point of order, Sir. Is the honourable 
member in order in using the expression **shut up ’? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; My ditfieultv is this. Mr. Suhrawardy 
rose on a point of personal explanation. The procedure of offering a personal 
explanation is that it should be given after the conclusion of tin* speech of 
the honourable member who is in j)ossession ot the House unless the honour- 
able member give.s ua^. It the Inmourable iiKunbi’r do(*s not, he ('annot be 
interrupted in the mid>t of his speech. Here, it is really a matter of exchange 
of some word^ between some members, Rut I maintain that the I'Xpression 
.“shut HI)” is not parliamentary. 

Mr, M, Ai H, I8PAHAHI; Wdthdiau lln* words “shut up 

Mr, H, 8* 8UHRAWARDY; f gave no personal explanation, Sir. 
When a mi.s-statement is made in the House you sometimes do allow a degree 
of latitude to members to correct that misrepresentation. I do not know 
whether the honourable member actually used the words “.shut up,” but if 
he did so and you hold that that expression is unparliamentary, I aak you 
that you should in all fairness ask the lioiiourable member to withdraw thftt 
expression . 


Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Like yourmlf, Mr Suhrawardy, I could 
not hear what expre.s8ion he actually used. After going through the prweod- 
ing« if I find tliat he did use that expression T will ask him to withdraw. 

(At this stage when Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas rose to speak, some of the 
members of the Opposition used the expression “shut up.”) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* On a point of order, Sir. If th^ 
expression “shut up” is unparliamentary and if my friend Mr. Chakrabarty 
is asked to withdraw it, then the honourable members l)elonging to the 
Opposition who have been shouting just now, uttering the same expression, 
ahould also withdraw. I saw^ Mr. Syed Abdul Majid using the same 
expresaioa. 
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Jlr. tYED ABDUL MAJID: No. I did not. 
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Hr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already ruled that the expreaaiou 
“ehut up” is unparliamentary, and I ask rMr. Chakrabarty to withdraw that 
expression. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

WU, Suhrawardy JIlH’T CYCH ^ ’ffer TrATS I '•rtft 

^ I “'Shut up” ■arift PoiWi 

▼<11 I Polish Suhrawardy 

irtfi ?tr3 I 

^rtft Of ^ JTft Sir Nazimuddin ntCT^ J1 

I (A voiob: I ) Suhrawardy ritC?? <il^^ 

ftw? ’rrfv’n ui^: at ’rr^nra ^ 'S ^ fiNtaa 5l?1 > 

A.R.P.^ C'rt ^ Wtfw '«RI t(T5l9^ C5t^, I 

A.R.P. ciHT¥i, ^ ^ stJhr ftvnt ’Rr’is’TJrt'if 's 

'^rMrfhr iffsttr ^ Tf'si'sRc^i nnanr 

afat'sn 41^ '•il^ ^ I ^(.Sr? 

'8 (.Yil y’c? I JiRaraT 'J'Iyti <aYT cty ot, ct 

4?; TTtl't'^l 'YlCTtMl CSl^ -ilY^ #tf^5 Jt^ItT ®ff%il Yift 

csc^ ilttY I 'ak®i cn c?Y ^ crc^f 'mft i 

(Opposition side : n l) ><i, yr«Prl^ ’l"3«f1r!Rf C«.5il C<tCY 

YW8 ’I’YTY (MfYlY KtYfi CYOT 'sUft rivST? 'Stt^YStt^i TtfsTS I li)- 

fistfl YliScY "^1%^ Y’iRtii yT? y c>fk^ la ’ft® ship i 

YtctrtYj Y'ST ftT^rc^ j|5F»ti «iift c^tOT y\rMt *nft «, 'awi«rii ?ttw?r;Tf%T 
BrfYlYir 3rc«fT illY«t1 YSRtil 'Stat'st CY® 'VJ® »tk^ ^ CT CYl^ >aT Y«(1 
^csrfl c? SRI la? Y ^’T^RtcYs ®YT >af ?H, ftfti cYR ’r3*tcira *trY 
^sn Y YY YRtm YiifaYai i '®wc'ra «rti ®fltY3i i ®nflii'ii ^il’^prlftY 
'att'tYi utfst in I ®RtCT 9 frsi 'Ysf'S — TaRtm yRyi 'yYs 

wtfef ||,1» YtYTi I f?"t , yfiRtn air: RinRi »'"3>rtOT iRYni ca faati: ^firsac^ 

atcij fttksr, cn^ 'anf'9 wtf®? ftrsf? rRji ^ ac^fe arsi i frcitt®? 

*lluJ bfftpsi CiftY Rtira YCII '•TRCY^ Jli Yifl ?(TOr ^TIT'S Rt® Sci »tC5 Csit^tCf® 

CT (.irtf^ bla^at 4 cYtn o\^ irl'j'tlfa^ a^: 

yrsRfciw w' tYf c?^ sYk® cyr ®nSH •tPR-’rmi • 

?TO *1101 ®i I Ytispi a^ firtNi ®sf?l? yYPi fYotw i Yvttfppr 

*tY tw a Y«n corn'll yy ycsiy of aYYTafwifi ^ yrsprm 5tt®8 '•W 

^cir® a (TOW IPR-Ymw Aft® (to? ?«. Y:cipi irtron (.y ^mw 

TOT YItRf I (.»rtY81lt|kf atca® »tf«Y l%m« YY^W »5II ftYTl *fm Yfl« 

sflm— fYi ^ns "WfYr? Yferw YtYi (to^ cm yrii ypiBW yky'y fttii# 
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III I flirt flTPrart JisHfe cirtRi wrtirt 

< 4 Vlt yw «fffTOrfR5ri? (rt 4, ^rt, fifir jfflMh firtcn new n?rflfsrai 
W1P8 wecgin cwrt wwf% Skn a i #f ^ Sflenw wfflw 

WRsirt nit Jtnsi ncsrt^i n? n?tin n^tpun A. R. P.’n new flt^ jpro cflTflrtIt 
tfRrtttn? wtf»(9 nn ^ nrmi weflienni ^ nnw *f1^tfm« c<flw 

: Muslim Leagued? Wrtrt ni Abdur Rahman Siddiqi ; CongressttV 

i 5 *w entw fenrt van: nrt fenn; wr*f'fmcfl( cm 

ftesH ; European Group<i|5 ^t^ Hendry fnwn lafl fnfej WtWW 

ifsi cni non-ofScial committee! jfoT aorfscnn van: ^al np5Trt*f#rt 

<an: tfrflw’^ tfRsirtcw van: ?fifl»%nirn nfe-s wmr w«rr 

wrtfl wttft? C5^9 wi?%rt I wtnnrti winw wfll wltnn m i 

fln^ nitnaHnew nfecfln wm nto cnii vain wtfliwn notenm Ifeflni 
fsfn Ibwi wnesrs nn^ wrt' wni's minn m i wlwcw iftys Suhrawardy ntmtw 
fwsrtm wft : fefn fw wncj entnfemn ^ ipn m (Kflwn? Sir Nazimuddin 
fw WnTO cncfllcsR ^ tfin m CBtflsn r ^ fw Wtpm m cn Secretariat’* 
vann awli aaniat ^i^wr wnwrt flwus a* cn, l5*i wntnvQ cnflin 

1 i 8br 

Nazimuddin ¥C=T¥^t^ C^, Cfll 

¥1;^ TO ¥?1 ^ ^1 I 'iIC¥^ ’’n^T "steel frame,” 4# 

fefl I p#rr i 

4 ^ TOTI 

¥1^ ¥t^Tr5 rcul? I Suhrawardy 

xijsfvfi ¥tf%GJ ^ C^. ¥f*f yT5T5|T¥ ’I*SSl*ft¥C¥ fTO 

0f9¥l ?ni. ¥Wl rC¥l ^ l (Mr. Deputy Spkakkk : “Order, orderi”) 

¥\o t ^fVb ^K9, >rr¥l'C¥ '®r¥fe ; op TOi 

TOf? Cimt¥ ^ ¥H1 ¥¥C3 ^rf¥l I. B/f 

TO il¥f^ fesT f¥l ^\Ub '5r^ ¥I , 

¥HiRn ¥rf¥ fr*^ ¥¥ (OTT I- C5Tt¥TO TtT® f^^Ttl^ rCTO I ¥TC¥^ 

¥t¥r¥l?T^r3 5Tt5Ttft'2i ^1 ¥if¥« 

f¥ ^I5fc§ C¥ 'its ? ^ ¥«ll ¥tfi 

¥¥ esnr ^ ?T¥1 I Suhrawardy <,5h ¥7:^ TO? bl¥ft fiTO 

<1ti:¥¥, ¥tft 7C¥1 1 (Opposition : ‘^T^l n, 5^, 

^ ; TO^, ^ ’r’»¥n a.R.p.’¥ i •ij ¥<4i yc^ c*f-l^l^t¥ 

C¥, A.R.P. ¥t^rtlTf? ¥¥1^ ¥7¥Tn ¥r¥7¥^ 1 CP TO! 051 Suhrawardy Pftyf ‘4¥¥ll 
t^¥R ¥^ ¥«^ ' Cgf ¥ ¥1 ! TO ?¥C*fft¥ aeroplane c¥r¥ (¥f¥l CP^ CPtPI 

f¥ ftT¥ <1^ ? ¥1 ¥TOtr¥¥ 5<l¥^ T CP^ C¥t¥l 0<r¥ 4t5¥t¥ ^ 

ftl^tP^ irpT? tf fei yp ^ TOfep I ¥iPl¥ ‘fl, #*, Pt C¥ ®tC¥ TOW, 
^SlC« CP Sc^PT Ptfira TO PCP ¥Tf ^ Pt¥, TOIf CPfr I 4, ¥11, ft 
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f^5f ’TC'tfe (?rast? Jit«il?‘t 'stc^ <« »rtlctsi^^ 

in ^’tsj «tt!:^. '5t9 ’Tc^i ^sti ?ff^«rRt5tf'!ti : c^ttfics A. R.P.'^ cmm 
:rWi5i fsrar !n i cifwfcwc?? ffiii 4 fefi'sf? smtcJii 5W >45^1^ ft^r 
^1 1 <4^ ^rcsf? ?i:5T<3 ^ w, yrspit^ cJifr? Jiitpi ot i 4^1 

fSiiim ^>41 H? I 0^^^ ‘ii’f ^ w %i CTOti?pmn:»f ^ •<rc?rflcsR 

lil^ “itl'olRl+ i?r ^Stl'T^ ’Tt^fT C*tC^ ?l5>t^ 'ilSc.M C'f'SSl I 

^ c^rt^g fit^ ^ i^’r* (7r«lc'< c«it^ (7rs?n scat? 's 

^ ?i'OfC^ 'SfTO 5?1? f<‘^5(1uj ^<^3 C^ I 'BIfRIl CT Wt^CTS 
c5Wt? 'SMT fOT%iT5r ^stm jit&ttjts c^ s^i rsf^r i 'at^ 'si 5rB i 

3JTHi^ C^Ttr, A. R. P. 

ftwd C^ '«rf5!:^'5f ’Jtf^ Ifft ’nrm C5^ ’Fcra ^ 

w^vs »ltOT fn I Ji’r; ■ii? JR 5iH% 5ift ’Tj-Mm nr^sf^’f'si >ct< 3 MWffI 

C^ ?rf%4tl5R ’ISt^ItllMl 1<1, Rf?, fH ftot’t <1!? f% I >4 f^TolT'sR »!C«r WH’ft<tfit!:*fiJ 

i w^«(Ri:‘R «« ^ 's ’pmi c«tr^« 'st$ 'sRi i 
ypwiv >r»WjH 5RfR ^mi ^ ^fsh (tj*? 'sp^tt's =fl*3'rt1w jrcHivsM 

wtPfnr cst^RR csSi '•(IW4 ^*0 1 ’pre tr?r tpj sjt® 

(??$ I JR C51R ^ tp*j ^IT5^ (R, A. R. P.C$ <43R »tRl ^ 

[^•^1 c^ R “TV ]?l^i ^*R5 Tcw oi^ f^rnr S’^RR RRti?R ^rtR^ 

Ri ’fRi JTR X’TC'TfR Riapr‘t 't(R5 r!R. Rr <?iRi-=tS ?r, 'jR tti 

' • 

mc% TPITI a. R. P. f^RI l Suhrawardy ^itr^ lil 

^ I wr?] c ^ ; ^ 

palatable words, ^'<fl to capture the imagination of 

fools^il ^ ^ C^ ^ ^vn C^l TJ] 71] s^g, (7T 

wi c^ ffe #?i ^ I wj- 

'8r^3tf*r$ TOT ®’'*fpr \5tii^ f^twc.^ hiRic^ f%f^ 


Mr. Hi 8i SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order. Is the honourable 
member entitled to defame an entire community by calling the Muslim 
community fools P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has not said that. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He has said ^‘attempting to capture the 
imagination of fools.” 

SAtU NARENORA NARAYAN 6HAKRAVARTY : ^ntfr ^ 

yWJiN ^fWfC^T ¥^1 855tT*f^ ^firPri There might be some fools in %hi 
Hindu community also. * ^ 
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^ Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, I do not think he has 
characterised the Muslim community as fools. I will look into the proceed- 
ings and will give my decision. 


BABU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY : 

firni 

^ ftsrts ^ Sir Nazimuddin 

C^rtTS^ftf^' TO C5Tt^ I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

i?(?r ^ I 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. may I rise to draw your atten- 
tion to an important aspect of the rules of procedure here? We have heard 
the parliamentary expression “catching the Speaker’s eye”, but when we 
put forward a grievance or raise a point <»f order we icanntit he silenced by 
the statement that you have not heard the expression complained of or that 
you will look into the reports and then decide, becaust* by the time you 
decide, the opportunity is lost. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I expect that you will maintain the tradi- 
tion and dignity of the II(»u>e but as I see days in and days out we are going 
far below the level. Members are repeatedly imlulging in addressing one 
another, and it is impoh>ible for me to catch all the words uttered and 
Expressions used by members, it is impossible tor me to hear when 
expressions of approval or disapproval come from members in a manner 
which I alwa\s disapprove. You liave also noticed the attitude of the 
Opposition members in their exprc.ssion of appn»val or disapproval. When 
Mr. Chakrabarty was speaking, the expressions of approval or disaj»proval by 
the Opposition w’ere so very rough that it was not possible for me to hear 
the exact expressions used by Mr. Ohakrubarty. Tlierefore I have lo depend 
on the report of the proceedings. Mr. Abdur Itahman Siddi(ji need not 
remind me that it is my duty give my decision then and there, because it 
is a matter absolutely within the discretion of the Chair. When 1 think it 
necessary, I will give my decision then and there. As regards the conduct of 
a certain section of the members I am absolutely helpless. 1 would beg of 
you not to go below the level. I hope that you will maintain the tradition 
and dignity of the House. After all it is a legislature. We may have our 
own political views and other views, but we must maintain the dignity of 
the House. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, while rising 
to lend my wholehearted support to the motion so ably moved by my Deputy 
Leader, I do not like to inflict a long speech, for I think that my honourable 
friend has already given sufficient figures as to the recruitment lo the A.R.P* 
services so far as the Muslim community is concerned, but as this is a very 
' ini|iertaiit subject 1 cannot refrain myself from placing a few more facts 
^i^ich I have been able to collect so far. 
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Before doing so, I would like to point out to the Hous/, especially to t^e 
Progressire party members sitting opposite that the speech just now delivered 
by my friend Bobu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty is o speech absolutely 
directed to attacking Mr. Suhrawardy. I think that not a single member 
from his party will be able to find out a single answer to the injustice that 
has been done with regard to the recruitment that has been made in the 
various branches of the A.R.P. organisation. 

Now, Sir, I come to the statement that has been made by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has covered almost 17 or 18 
pages in dealing with the various branches of the A.R.P. organisation. He 
has said that some (iuestions were put from time to time to ascertain the 
number of personnels which have been appointed from the various communi- 
ties to the different branches of A.R.P. organisations. In this connection, 
may I bring to the notice of honourable members that with regard to the 
various appointments in the A.R.P. organisation I put a question in the 
Assembly in the last session and I got a reply from the Hon’ble Speaker, 
dated the 2hth February, 1942, intimating me that it had been sent to the 
department concerned. That (juestion has not been answered yet. It was 
held over. The other day I drew the attention of the Hon'ble Deputy Speaker 
Asking him when these questions that were held over during the last session 
would be answered, but still no answers have been given. In this session I 
have put those questions again just to ascertain the actual i)ercentage of the 
Actual number that has been recruited up till now in the various organisa- 
tions from the different communities, but the Hon’ble Minister has kept ft 
with him so long and has n(»t the courage to come out with those figures. 

.Now, •Sir, besides the figures which have been given by the Deputy 
Leader, I may place before this House some more important figures which 
will show what injustice has been done to the Muslim community with 
regard to the recruitment to the A.R.P. services. 

Sir, before I do so. from the statement of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, I 
would like to give you an idea of the percentage of paid services with regard 
to the various branches of the A.R.P. organisation. He has said that 20 
per cent, of the warden service is paid. All personnel in the central control 
And report centres are paid; 50 per cent, of the messenger service is paid; 
all persons in the casualty service attached to the first-aid post are paid ; all 
persons attached to the ambulance service are paid; all persons attached to 
the sitting case cars are paid; 75 per cent, of the persons attached to the 
first-aid post is paid ; all persons attached to the rescue .service are paid. 
Besides these paid pos^s, there are street fire-fighting parties and also * 
auxiliary fire service party which are being contemplated to be organised. 

Now, 8ir, let us examine this question as to how the city of Calcutta 
along with Alipore lias been divided into sub-area.s and bow and in what 
naiiner for each sub-area recruitment has been made from the diffeiaal 
communities. f,. 
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^ Here 1 may quote some figures that 1 have been able to collect so far. In 
offder to luake selection for recruitments to the various services in the A.E.P. 
a committee has been set up. It is composed of 8 members, 7 Hindus and 
one Muslim. 

Twenty-two or 23 sub-areas have been formed in the district of Calcutta 
along with Alipore. Let me give you some figures. Post Wardens have 
been appointed in each of these sub-areas : — 

In Shampukur 7 wardens have been appointed, all Hindus. 

In Bartala 7 wardens have been apiH)inted. all Hindus. 

In Barra Bazar 4 wardens have been appointed, 3 Hindus and one 
Muslim, 

In Jorabagan o wardens luive been appfdnted. all Hindus. 

In Jorasanko 5 wardens liuve been appointed, all Hindus. 

In Amherst Street ’) wardens liav<‘ been appointed 4 Hindus and one 
Muslim. 

In Oossipore 15 wardens have been appointed, 14 Hindus and one 
Muslim. 

In Chitpore IG wardens have been appoiiite<l, 15 Hindus and one Muslim. 

In Maniktola 20 wardens have bw'ii appointed. 18 Hindus and 2 
Muslims. 

In Belliaghatta IG wardens have been appoint(*d, 14 Hindus and 2 
Muslims. 

In 'Entally 15 wardens have been a})pointed, 13 Hindus and 2 Muslims. 

In Beniupukur 15 wardens have been appointed, fl Muslims and ti 
Hindus. 

In Hare Street 5 wardens have been appointed, 2 Hindus, 2 Anglo- 
Indians and one Muslim. 

In Bow Bazar 5 wardens have been apj>ointed, 4 Hindun and one 
Muslim. 

In Muchipara 5 wardens have been appointed, 4 Hindus and one 
Muslim, 

In Taltala 5 wardens have l)een appointed, 4 Hindus and one Muslim. 

In Park Circus 5 wardens have been appointed, all Angb>-Indiuns. 

In Ballygnnge 23 wardens have been appointed, J7 Hindus and G 
Muslims. 

In Bhowanipore 14 wardens have been appointed, all Hindus. 

In Tollygunge 13 appointed, all Hindus. 

In Alipore 10 warden.s have been appointed, all Hindus. 

In Watganj, 12 wardens have been appointed, 11 Hindu.s and one 
Muslim. 

Now, Sir, it will be seen that out of the total number of 232 appointment# 
tnly 32 have gone to the Muslims. ^ 
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Now, Sir, with regard to various services, as my Deputy Leader l|ps 
already pointed out, like Messenger Service, Assistant Messenger Service, 
bead cooks, sulvcooks, attendants and servants to prepare food in emergency 
900 appointments have been made. But of these 900 only 40 happen to go 
to Muslims. 

As has already been placed before the House recently 27 staff officers have 
been appointed in Calcutta of which 21 happen to be Hindus and 4 Muslims 
and 2 Anglo-Indians. Sir, we are told that not less than one lakh of 
appointments have been made in the various services of the A.R.P. organisa- 
tion. Out of these I am given to understand that only 5 per cent, has gone 
to Muslims. Let me give the honourable members an idea of the recruit- 
ments made in Howrali. 1 shall also try to mention the specific pay for 
each of the services. I think my respected friend, Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 
is already aware of these facts because as Secretary of the Progressive 
Coalition Party he convened meetings of the Enriuiry Committee formed by 
the Progressive ('oalition I’arty to emjuire into the recruitments that have 
been made in various services in the A.It.P. He is convinced that injustice 
has been done to the Muslim community. It has been said that the Chief 
Wardens are honorary. The total number is 12, all are Hindus and there is 
not a single Muslim. In the case of 12 Depute Wardens also, there is no 
Muslim. Of the thiity head wardens tlnue are only 2 Muslims. Amongst 
the post wardens there are 80 Hindus and 2 Muslims. The total is 82. 
Of the 8o0 wardens <*arr\irjg a pay of Hs. 00 per mensem, 808 are Hindus 
and 42 are Muslims. In the Messenger Service carrying a pay of Bs. 50 
the total strength (d‘ the (‘adre is PM, 188 llinilus and (5 Muslims. The 
Chief Messeng(‘r gets a pa\ of Its. 27d and lie is a Hindu. 

With regard to (hasualty Service the jiosition has a]r(‘ady been explained. 
But as regards Assistant Surgeons it has been omitted through mistake by my 
Deputy Leader, Twelve appointments have been made each carrying a 
monthly salary of Its. 150 and all of them have gone to Hindus. 

Coming to Street Fire Parties, the officer in charge gets a salary of 
Rs. 550 per mensem. One Hindu staff officer has been appointed on Ra. 150 
per mensem. Thirty instructors have been appointed carrying a salary of 
Rs. 70 each and all the appointments have gone to Hindus. Thus it will be 
seen that out of 1,001 appointments only 04 have gone to Muslims. 

I would earnestly beg of the Muslim members of the Progressive 
Coalition Party just to think and consider the ruthless manner in which these 
appointments have been made. It reveals the mentality of the present 
Ministry, specially that of the Minister in charge of the Department. I 
must say it is ruthless and shocking — not only shacking but heinous and * 
criminal. It might be argued that they had no hand in the matter, but I 
would just resume my seat by quoting only the first paragraph from the 
statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister wherein he has said “The 
House is well aware the Provincial Government has no responsibility tor 
active defence but they have a very real responsibility for ensuring that the 
passive defence measures and steps taken for the protection of citixens ^nre 
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a4equate*^. Sir, they have a responsibility for taking these measures. They 
cannot shirk that responsibility by saying that they have no hand in the 
matter of recruitment to the various services in the A.R.P. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, speaking on the present 
situation I would like to point out that the higliest form of a civilised 
government is to treat the minorities as equals and to give their leadeis as 
well as the leaders of the larger communities the same opportunity to share 
in the administration of the country and the only way to do this is for the 
Bengal Government to include in its Cabinet the elements tliat represent the 
peoples of this country under the three main hemls, namelv, Muslim, Hindu 
and British. It sliould he clearly understood tliat the three main factors that 
compose the peo])les of this province are the Muslims, the llimhis and the 
British, all the others are mere suh-divisions and could easily he included 
under these three heads. If this was done it would throw rcsjionsibility on 
all, and the injustice nderred to by Mr. Suhrawurdy with regard to Muslims 
in the A.R.P. services would not have occurred. 1 am afraid, a great deal 
of misunderstanding has been caused b\ the British peo])le keejiing aloof, 
and calling themselves Europeans, and not identifying themHelves wdth the 
country as they would do in (hinada or Australia. liy do tlie\ not style 
themselves as Indo-British or Kuro-lndiansy They, as (‘ountrymeii, liave 
a big stake in this coiintrv, hut tliev give the Indians the impression that 
they are mere birds of pa^s^ige, just like other traders, he he German or 
Japanese and therefore have not the same interest as the children of the 
Europeans who are born and domiciled in the country and who call them- 
eelves Anglo-Indians here. The Anglo-Indians are thus cut adrift, shorn 
of all their strength, to fight single-handed a fight liased on moral claims 
but which are as good, if not h(*tter than wliut any section cun (‘liiiin in the 
country. (A voick krom iuk GrrosrnoN : We will fight for you.) The 
true index of tlie countr\ can 1 h* gauged by the position of the An^lo- 
Indians. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Griffiths, it would he belter if you 
would confine yourself to A.R.P. matters. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Yes, Sir, I will do that. Therefore to appropriate 
power by one party by force is to dominate over the others, (llear; Hear!) 
and this is a gross perversion of “Majority rule which should mean the 
voice of the united peoples and not of any particular section, he it Muslim, 
Hix^u or British. (Cheers.) By so doing you have set up a stronger party 
to destroy and trample over the weaker, irrespective of the faxt that the 
* weaker party may possess qualities or rights as good as, if not better than, 
the one in power and so you have establi.shed the rule of the jungle, brute 
force, and dragged the country back to barbarism. Let us not bring a 
judgment upon ourselves and later be the victims of aggression, aggression 
which seems so dear to the heart of the tyrant. We should remember no one 
epiipathises with a bully. You have thus set up party against party by 
hnugbig force into play with all the diabolical cunning needed to destroy an 
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memyf and ihe result is, law and order cannot be maintained without sev^ire 
measures being taken, as unfortunately were taken at Dacca, and so we are 
in danger of a civil war. And what is war? — Hell let loose, that is the 
state the (iountry is heading for, and what is more, with the enemy at our 
door. (Hear ! Hear !) 

Then, Sir, we are told that there is a party in the country in league with 
the enemy to bring about a change in the government for the good of the 
people. Sir, let my countrymen understand that it is not a change for the 
better but for the worse, from freedom down to slavery. It is the slave 
mentality at work that asks for a change of masters, or traitors who would 
sell their country for the benefit of a section of the people only. Let us not 
confuse and confound the issue by ambiguous terras such as freedom, equality 
and majority rule. There are no slaves where the British flag flies; other- 
wise you would n(»t have your Tatas and Birlas as millionaires. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Griffiths, I am afraid, you are speaking 
beside the point. 1 would ask you to confine yours<‘lf to the subject under 
discussion. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: 1 am giving the cause of the present situation 
and how to remedy it. Sir, there (‘an he no equality between intelligence 
and ignorance, between qualities that are Poles apart, sindi as action and 
inaction, and finally majority rule does not mean power in th(‘ hands of any 
one community but in the hands of the united nation — the Muslims, tlfe 
Hindus and the British. (Hear! Hear!) We should remember the story 
of the father and his quarrelsome sons. Our motto should be each for all 
and all for each. The voice of the people is the voice of (iod, and so we say, 
the Government of the people, by the people, for the |)eople and not by any 
particular community. (Cheers.) 

Last of all we should recall the fable of the Ass that carried an 
image on his back. When the people bowed the Ass began to put on airs 
and prance about till his master belaboured him and brought him to his 
aenses. (Ijuugliter.) The moral is, they are not wise who take to themselves 
credit that is due to others. 

Authority does not belong to any (Uie party hut comes from the \inited 
nation. (A voice: That’s right.) Therefore let the Government readjust the 
Cabinet and include the elements that represent the peoples of the country. 
The A.Ii.P. authorities should take a lesson from Lord Sinha and the Police 
Commissioner, Mr. Fairweather, and their Civic Guards of Calcutta. The 
24 District Commandants are as follows: 12 Hindus, 7 Moslems, 2 
Europeans, 2 Anglo-Indians and 1 Parsee. 

Mr. RAtlKLAL BISWAS : C? resolution move ^ CT 

raolution Tlfrs moved from the Opposition ^ 'S ^ eopport 

OSTsff I A, R. P. imporUnt firsW ^ 

W cfttfOE I ^ CRfv firjv f'sffr ^Stwi sw 
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Cfl! ftCTO? CWf^ Scheduled Caete»i|?^ ^ ^ Wc nf 

^ I5ff cR? ^ ^«r crft oftTO? I fkc*(\m ^stm 

^ftft (XtOS ISTT I important service^ ^ 

csft^FOT ^ ^tr5tc^ ^ (m 

yr^rirf? ^ Scheduled Castes ^Tt ^, — (?^ «RF^ C^Tt^ 4^ 

(?(m\ Tff tij^* ^ tw — ^' rrtr 4? (?ri^ 

<1tM3?rt^ ^ICW — ^n C^ ? 4^ 4^ «IRT 

ntt R^lTORT ^rfftr C’^1?P 4^^ particular offioer4^ 

Jftfrf C^ ^5trTti:«T^ 4? Tt^ tff^ "^RThT ^ ( .y f CTO 

(TTfc^r 4^ ^ I 4 f%ni 'S i 

4^: ^ trf%^rfe froc^ — 4 ^’0*11^ 

<3i\^ ^ ^ I 4^^^. '$t?i 

^ I A. R. P. (’ontroller Mr. Hands, 4tr^ 

C'JfC'^, Pft’WC^ 4^ ifC*( ^RTR C?. '15t9 t>l^^t Bengal 

Government4^ under4 Government of Indian sjKxiial 

^ communal ratio 

f%f^ ^ ^ f%f% ’ITC^ ^>rt T>prft CRSR I 

^Trf% ^3 ^?R — ‘*4 ^ri i T[t?:^?ftin 

^ ?p# %-5i r ^irm ^ Sncfft«f 

c^rr^ ^ &?rTos <ttc^ i 4 ^ ^rrtro:^ 

cn helpless C^ST plead (TFtOT^, ^ ^!^mi 

C5tnr[^, f%i5 1 ^snft 

particular officer Bengal Government4^ politry ^ 5^ t5l 

C^lR ^5tr^ CW? C^ nfe (y^'M f'pn O^ I 

4 ^ ^5K1 C^ TFT?! C^ll^ Bengal GovernmentC^ 

’Tt^PTT I 0^1 officer Govemment4^ ^1^3 ^iTf^ ^ (7T officered 

■tTf% C*f^ ^RJ Government of Bengal 4f^ C^ step f^fCS tllTS vJtlFR 3C^ 
^*11^ 3tOTJ ’Tf^Pn ^BR7 t^TS I wtfTO — 

A. R. P.^ ?RTTm wc^ 'ait^TtOT T'g^pi ^ oTfnn:^, 4^: 3tm c^ c¥t^ 
oi ^ 3rmf tffe^m r^r i 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN tlDOlQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker,! did not 
want to intervene in this debate, but the first speaker on the side of the 
• Government mentioned my name. I was in the A.R.P. Committee, not a* 
a representative of the Muslim League but of the Muslim Chamber of 
Oonunerce, an;^, as such, I had defined my position clearly. 

A point has been made by the two speakers on behalf of the Oovemment 
that all the trouble was raised by the Controller of the A.R.P. aa he had 
aide the appointments. Sir, they should realise that they are putting thw 
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poor Minister into a very terrible position. He, thus, becomes a puppet and 
a marionette in the hands of the Controller of the A.E.P. But, Sir, I xnafe 
this statement with the fullest possible responsibility and if I am wrong or 
if I am making a statement which ife incorrect I shall be the first man to 
stand up and apologise. A Committee appointed by the Hon’ble Minister to 
choose candidates was sitting and had selected a few’ candidates for appoint- 
ment. In sails the Ilon’ble Minister and hands over a list of names to the 
Chairman of the Committee and says “these shall be appointed”. One 
member of the Committee protested — 1 shall not give the very words used — 
and raises trouble. Now, may I ask, was it the Minister or the Controller of 
the A.R.P. who was responsible for the appointments?^ If you appoint a 
committee, as a rule, the Minister should keep miles away from it. On the 
other hand, having the experience of ihe Calcutta Corporation as I have, 
and the manner in w’hich Muslims have been debarred from entering the 
eervices under the very nose of ihe Hon’ble Chief Minister, I can say that 
Muslims have been treated much more severely and much more unjustly by 
the Minister who made these appointmenis. The Controller is not responsible. 
(Sir, the Minister gave the list and the Committee was compelled to accept 
those names and discard even those that had been selected. 

tSir, our case does not lie in the money that will go into the pockets of 
Muslims who may be appointed on Rs. b(X) or Rs. ti. The problem is a 
question of life and death for my Muslim brothers. The Secretary of the 
Progressive Party may deny me the right to speak on behalf of my Muslim 
brothers of Bengal. Sir, being the descendant of the Prophet whom I 
adore and whose law I follow’, he should not deny me in\ rights as a 
Muslim. 1 do not make any distinction or division among Muslims. A 
Bengali Muslim is as much my brother as a Chinese Muslim or had there 
been a Muslim amongst the inhabitants of the North Pole if there were 
any, he would have been my brother and I would have had a hundred per 
cent, right to speak on his behalf. 

The question, ns 1 have said, is not a question of salaries. The question 
is; when the bala (calamity) comes from the heaven, when the hala comes 
along the river and when the terror actually comes; who will stand by my 
Muslim brother P Singapore, Malaya, Rangoon and other places have 
told us how things happened. Sir, it should have been the point of view 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that he will stand at his post who has 
got his family and his home in the area so menaced. You kick the Muslim 
residents out in this unceremonious w’ay and hand us over to those who 
may not extend to us that sympathy and protection which we have a right 
to expect. To say in the beginning that the communal ratio will not apply, * 
fill in all the posts and then quietly come out and reverse the decision when 
we raise our voice of protest and say “now communal ratio will apply** is 
something that is not done among honourable men. They have out 
of their generosity now said “communal ratio will apply”, but where are 
the posts P Never mind, whether there be any posts or not, I aak the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister to stand up in his place and declare t&at 
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ynalimi will be taken in a voluntary capacity. Muslims will be put in to 
defend ilnalims and their hearths and homes and to stand by them when 
the oalemity comes. 

Sir, honourable members on the side opposite must forjfive me. So far 
as nationalism is concerned I think I am senior to many and certainly 
more staunch than any one from the other side. Yet. Sir. I reali.se the 
difficulty of the situation. With daily instruetion.s on the radio from 

outside and open rebellion inside the country — and a.s the honourable 

member for 24-Parganas has put it — pattin^^ me (»n the back and sauiig 

“you are a g'ood boy” and tlien throwinjf me to the wolves, is not a h)nff- 
sighted policy. 

Sir, the,Y have put their keymen in all the positions. When the 
calamity coiijes or. as 1 have said, when the haUi comeH, my poor Muslim 
brothers in the eastern districts of Hengal will have no protector e.xcept 
Allah. Will the Hon'hle ('hiet Minister for once, Sir. in these <lHys of 
calamit>, in these da>> of fear and teiror in Bengal, in the.se days of a 
veritable Qnjuiiuit’-i-Siujhni. a day of judgment on a miniature scale, In'ciune 
tile agency of Allah, tlie Almighty, and devise iiK'an.s to protect Muslims 

also? Will he get up and tell me “Abdur Uahmini. don’t worry. My 
colleagues ma^ have committed a blunder but Allah is with us. I shall not 
allow one Muslim child, one Muslim woman, (»ne Mu.slim man to be killed, 
to be crushed, to be jiuKenzefl by the enemy within ami the ••nems without”. 

*Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The arrangement is, tomorri>w Sir 
\azimuddin and Sir Henr> Birkm>re will speak and after that the reply 
will come from the (ioveinment side. 1 w’ill finish the debate tomorrow as 
early as jiossible, sa\ witliiii one lioui. 

The House stands odj<mrned till 8-4o a m 1omorr<»w 

Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 11-25 a.m. till 8-45 a.m. on 
Wednesday, the 23rd September, 11)42. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Procaedingi of the Bengal Legislative AssemUy assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935 . 

Thk Asskmhly met in iht* AsBeuibiy House, (-alcutta, on Wednesday, the 
tdrd SepteinF>er, 1942, at 8-45 a. in. 


Present: 

Mr. Dejiuty Speaker (Mr. Sn n Jalai.uddin Hashkmy) in the Chair, 8 
flon’ble MiiuHlerH mid 178 members. 

Unstarred Question No. 26. 

(Ah soon as ufislaired <|uest!ofi No. 2(» was called, Mr Mir/.a Ab<lnl Hahz 
I’tise to put a sup|d<*meiitary ((uestion). 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. J)(‘puty Sjieakiu-, Sir, before any 
question is answered may I draw your attention to tlie fail that I jmt this 
(piestion on the 4th of Septeiiibci I" I also pul thi.s question on the 25th 
February, 1942. 'Phe (|UeNliou was hebi over. 'Diis session also 1 put the 
same (luestimi. Now, iiom tlu* Le^n^latiw Asscmhlv Deiiartment a let|er 
has been addressed to me intimating*' that the (question has been admitted 
in the form as I am n*adin/^^ betbre the House— - 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please eonsult me ill my chamber. I 
eaiiuot answer it olf-hand. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, may I submit that the question 
as has been put in the question paper today is not at all necessary for us? 
What I wanted to have is a complete (juestion and its answer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that ease 1 would sujrj^est that the 
question may be held over. 

(The ([uestion was held over.) 

Khftn Bahackir MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if you hold it over, please see* 
that this question is answered during this session. It was put during the last 
session and it was held over. If it is held over this time, will you please see 
that it is not slielved again P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will see that the answer is given tthis 
sessio]^ 
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The Calcutta TanaiK^ Bill, 1941, 

JfM Han’Ma Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Stt, with your 
permission may I ask for the leave of the House for the extension of time 
for submission of the Select Committee Report on the Calcutta Tenancy 
Bill, 1941? The time has expired and 1 am asking for permission for the 
extension of time till the dlst December, 1942. 

(There being no objection the time was extended.) 

The Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows* Home Bill, 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time f(»r submission of the Select Com- 
mittee Report on the Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows’ Home 
Bill, 1940, may be < xtended till the -Hst December, 1J)42. 

(There being ik* objection the time was extendeil.) 


Held-over questions. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. Deputy Speaktr, Sir, will you 
kindly let the Hmisc know how manv (jnestions were held over from the 
la.st session? Bossilds *<< 010 * of them have heeii answered. May we know, 
l;jir, what is the < \ael iiiimbt'i that remains to be answered and wbetbt*r they 
are g(dng to 1 k' aiisweriMl tliis session? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The number of carried o\er (juestions is 55 
uiid ujj to 22nd Septemlier, 1912, altogether w’e liave naeived answers from 
the Home Department tor qiiestioii'i. The total niiiiiber of beld-over 
questions is 145. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: Sir, will you please see that the 
remaining questions are answered this session? Five months should have 
been suffieient for Government to answ’er the questions that have bwn pending 
with them. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will ask the Department concerned to 
expedite the matter and I hope to get them in this session. 

SPECIAL MOTIONS. 

On the Chiof Minister’s Statament 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In the absence of Sir Henry Birkmyre, 1 ^ 
ask Sir Nazimuddin to speak. But l»elore I <lo so, 1 will tell this HoubO 
tii|t when the lieader of the Opposition and the Ijeader of the House will 
be speaking, there should not be any interruption. On more than OBS 
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ocN^asion I have requested the members not to interrupt either by hissing 
sound, or by uproarious scenes, or by other kinds of interruptions. To-day 
of all days the subje(*t that is bein^ discussed is a very important one and 
I would request the members of both sides of the House, and particularly the 
Iicader of the Oppositi<m and the Leader of the House to see that no member 
makes any interruption, as I have said, by hissing sound or by making 
approbation or disapprobation or by approval oi disapproval. Even if any 
point of order is to he raised, I will not allow it to be raised during the 
time when the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the House will 
speak. I hope the nienibers will follow my direction in this matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, you cannot prevent a member 
from raising a point of order if the point of order is pertinent. 

Mr. .DEPUTY SPEAKER: I quite follow you. Members are entitled 

raise a point of order at any time they may like to do, but to-day of all 
days considering the importance of the debate and the important decision that 
the House is going to come to. I would request the honourable members to 
refrain as far as possible from raising even a point of ordei when the lit*ader 
of the Opposition and the Leader of the House will speak. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, is it Nour (b'cision that after the Leader 
of ilie Opposition speaks no other member will be allowed to speak 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alter the Leader (*f the Opposition speaks 
only ilie Hon’ble Minister will be allowed to speak. 

Khwttjs Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ibe motion that has been moved bv inv 
friend, Mr. Suhrawanly, is one which is very important and the speech 
with whi(*h lu* supported the resolution contains facts and figures w’hicb go 
to show fliat far us the qiu'stiou of iujin^tice with regard to the appoint- 
ments of Muslims and Scheduled Oaste« is coucenied there is practically no 
apposition to that claim and, actually, I am sure not only the Hon’ble 
Minister but (‘very meuiber of this House will admit that there has been 
gross injustice doiu* to the Mu'^lims and the ScIoHluled (\istt*.s in the appoint- 
ments made in (he A. K. I*. Ser\ ice**. rht*refore T do not propose to repeat 
what has already been stated, ami 1 believe, Sir, that the facts and figure.8 
that have been submitted by the speakers yesterday are so overwhelming that 
it is no use labouring the i>oiut any further. But, Sir, before I deal with other 
aspects of this question there is one point which I want to raise first of all, 
and it is with reference to the allegation, a verj^ serious allegation, that 
was made by Mr. Alnlur Bahniau Siddiqi. Sir, I demand, and I am sure the ** 
House demands, a definite reply from the Hon’hle Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basil with regard to the allegation of favouritism, nepotism and jobbery in 
the matter of making appointments in the A.R.P. 

Tllf Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Just one second. Sir. 

Did Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi mention my nameP ^ 
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Ufa DEPUTY SPEAKER: He eaid “the Hinieter in charge". 


Mi 


TIM Hen'blt Mr. SAItTOSH KUMAR BA8U: I am not the Minister 

in charjje, Sir. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: Sir, of course I understand that aa far aa 
the A.R.P. and Civil Defence are concerned it is Mr. Santosh Kumar llaau 
who is in cliarge of them. 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Not at uH. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If it is not so then 1 hope that whtiever 
is the Minftter present or the Minister responsible will either admit or deny 
the charges or allegations tlint were made. I feel that this is a very importani 
question. A statement has been tlefinitely made and this statement has not 
been made for the first time. Hefore the House met allegations of this 
character were made in the newspapers, hut we could not force a reply from 
Government at that time hut now that the House has met and we have had 
an opportunity a definite charge has he<*n made against the Minister con- 
cerqj^ed and I hope that the Minister com'erned will deny tlie charge or admii 
it. 


Now, Sir, the other point is that as far us these appointments are wm* 
eerned, it is admitted that the Mirslims and the S<*heduled Castes have beaa 
sacrificed. Evidently the Ministry is going to put up some kind of a 
defence, and as I am not going to get any chance of speaking after 
the Hon’hle Minister replies, I have got to anticipate the arguitieniii, 
that will he advanced in defence of their coiidm*!. Luckily for us, the 
Hon’hle Chief Minister has sup[died some memliers at least of thin Houi# 
with a document in advance, a signed diM'ument, giving the reasons and hii 
justification for not heing able to rectify these wrongs. Sir, hen* I ha^e 
in my possession a document printed at the Government Press signed by iha 
Chief Minister with the following headlines and, Sir, this is a most extra* 
ordinary document. It bristles with issues 

Tha Hon’Mi Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I rise on a point of order. 
Sir? I want your ruling on this point for our guidance on this occasion aa 
well as in future. It is true that I have prepared a note which I got printed 
and at the top of the document there is a note that it is not for publication 
or circulation. It is confidential. I remember having supplied some copiai 
to some of the members of my party. 

Kilifl Bnha Bli r MOHAMMED ALIS On a point of order, Sir. la Ab 
JBloa’hle Chief Minister entitled to make a statement at thin stage F 


Mr. BYBO ABOUt MAdlD: It is not a point of order. Sir. 
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air* DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is a point of order and you must wait^ 

Th# Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not merely a point of order 
Irat a point of procedure. 

KhwaJaSir NAZIMUDDIN. I submit that if it is not a point of order. I 
do not yield. I should be allowed to finish my sentence. 

Hft DEPUTY SPEAKER; It is a point of order. 

The Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 distinctly remember not 
having supplied any copies to my friends on the left. 1 wonder how Sir 
Nazimuddin got hold of a copy I Supposing lie did, is he entitled to read 
froni a document which is confidential and which I have not used 
yet. I want your ruling, Sir, for guidance in future. I dg not know 
whether I will use it. Would you allow anything to be read out then, Sir, 
from that document F I do not know. It may be necessary that the whole 
thing should be circulated to the House. It is for you to decide whether 
he should be allowed to read from u document which 1 have not used yet. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to the point of order raised 
by the Ilon’ble (’hief Minister f may say, first of all, that 1 would like to 
•ee the document and I will examine it whether it is a public document or 
a document of a confidential nature If the document is of a confidential 
nature, and if that does not serve any \iseful purj)ose ami if it at the same 
tiiiio harms public interest I will examine it and give my ruling. I hope 
Sir Nazimuddin will let me see the document. 

Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: IJefore you give your ruling, Sir, I beg 
to submit something in this connection. It is an admission of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister himself here that he has already given it to some members of 
the House. Ami if one member has re<’eived a copy of it from him it is no 
longer a confidential document. The se<'ond point is that this dm-ument has 
has been brought here in a bundle and has been distributed to a large number 
of members of the Houst*. That raises the issue whether this was proper 
or not. Sir, as far as the document is concerned, the thing is there, it has 
been printed at (lovernment expense, and all that the House requires is 
that if anybody asks to inspect that document, it should be complied with. 
But as it has to do with the members of the House I claim, Sir, that I am 
entitled to have it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to the document, I may say 
that there are lots of references in May’s Parliamentary Practice to publica- 
tion, production and reading from documents, but it is very difiicult for 
me to find out the references there now. But I hold that this do<‘ument is of 
a confidential nature and it is clearly written that it is confidential but at the 
•ame time I find that it is also written for the personal use of the memben 
only. There is no distinction made as to which class of members — ^whether 
members of the Government Party or members of the Legislature or membdm 
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of the public are concerned. 1 would allow yon to make references from 
Ais document, but I say that if it goes against public interest, certainly I 
would not allow you to read that portion of the document, but if it is not 
against public interest I will allow you to read it. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, this document is a documentary 
proof of the statement made by me at the time of the general discussion, 
where I stated that the Ministers, and particularly the Chief Minister, had 
been in the habit of denying the responsibility, shirking (he responsibility 
and throwing the blame on a siihonlinate otfieer. Tlia^ pur])ort of this 
document is to point out that the Controller is entirely responsible for these 
appointinents, that the Chief Minister has tried his level best to rectify the 
"Wrong done and that he has been unable to succeed. And when he was 
unable to siyceed he was trying in advance, by preparing this dof ument as 
a sort of defence, to satisfy his party and the members of the Scheduled ('aste 
party and to prevent thefn from being agitated over this (jnestion. Sir, 
the other dav Mr, Suliruwardy stated that the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister 
is in the habit of writing notes. The significance (d that remark cannot be 
under8t<H)d properly by the members of this Ilcnise i‘\cept those who had 
the privilege, if I may say so. of w<>rking with him and knowing his method. 
Sir, it is not unusual for him, wlien he finds that he is being troubled by 
his supporters or he is in an awkward j>osition, to dash out a long and emphatic 
note merely with the object of prejmring u case in advance, never intending to 
take any aetiofi liuts(»ever. I maintain. Sir, that as far as this note is 
concerned, it is of a similar character. Hut 1 find, \\h far as this note is 
concerned, liere is a go<Ml example of the theory that has been put forward, 
namely, however well-planned a crime may he, howc'ver well thought out a 
crime may he, the criininul H<»metifnes, as a mutter of fiut, leaves a clue 
and the clue is of such a nature that it is obvious to everybody, and yet the 
criminal never thinks of it. As far as this document is ccmceriied, it 
possesses that trait. But, Sir, this do<*ument has raised certain questions 
which practically affect the fabric of the constitution and good government, 
and I would ask the honourable members (»f the House to realise how 
dangerous is the jiractice in which the Hon hie the (’hief Minister is indulg- 
ing. Sir, it is not merely a question of demoral i.sing the services hut is also 
a question of .shirking its own responsibility on tlie part of the (roTemment 
and of throwing the blame on the subordinates. Hut, Sir, one of the most 
fundamental principles, a parliamentary practice which has Ijeen ol»served 
in this House always and in every other T.*egislature, namely, that the notes 
of departmental officers are to be treated as confidential and not to he disclosed 
to enable the officers to express their opinion freely without any fear of being 
criticised by the liegislature when* they have got no right to reply — the 
principle which you, Sir, and your predecessor have maintained that (Gov- 
ernment are not bound to disrdose the ixMommendations of the departmental 
oifioert — ^that principle has been given the go-by, because we find that extracts 
from the notes written by Mr. Hands in reply to certain questions put to him 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, have been printed in it and circulated 
to^ihe members of the House. Sir, I will just read a portion of it and I will 
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auk the House to have the patience to listen to it: ''Of the various accusa- 
tions levelled against the present Ministry, the most bitter, obnoxious and 
most strange has been one for the Muslims in the A. tt. P. services in 
Bengal. It has formed a constant vilikcation of the Ministers and specially 
the Muslim Ministers on the ground that they have suffered the Muslim 
interest to be sacrificed with a view to placate their Hindu colleagues and 
to keep their position in the Cabinet intact at the sacrifice of the best 
interests of the community. Their position has been complicated by reasons 
of the fact that the allegations of the injustices done to the Muslim cause 
are based on figures which are pra(;tically admitted by the officers responsible 
for appointment, and therefore the fact of the injustice to the ciMiimunity 
being once established the issue is narrowed down to the question of respon- 
sibility for the injustices. This is very easily shifted to the Ministers who 

are suppose<l to be responsible for all the sins of omissions 

and coinmiHsioiiH” — these are the important words, Sir, — “all the 

sins of omissions and commissions of which the permanent officials 

may be guilty. The argument is that the injustice is admitted 
and^ the Ministers themselves are either directly responsible for what has 
been done or, at any rate, deserve condemnation for not having been able to 
put a chfH’k on the injustices thal have been perpetrated by the permanent 
officials. 1 knew that for once at least the position is something definite 
on which to base the attack. They have never helped to strengthen their 
hands and they liave been able to take the fullest advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to them by the a<lrnitted injustices done to the Muslim interest to 
launch a well-sustained attack on the Ministers who are now in power.” 

“I knew the consequence of the situation that had been created by the 
officers responsible for the appointments and I at once took steps to rectify 
the grave injustice thul hud been done to (he Muslim community and to 
the Scheduled Castes in Bengal.” Sir, you will see that the whole theme 
of this is that (he officers are responsible and the Hoii’ble Minister is 
innocent. “As soon as (he facts were brought t«) my notice I got into com- 
munication with Mr. A. S. Hands, the Coiitndler of the ('alcutta Area, and 
other Controllers outside Calcutta. On the CUh July, 1942, I ordered an 
official investigation on the basis of a questionnaire that I issued and 
demanded a correct statement of facts along with official defence, if any. 
The reply of Mr. Hands, date«l the ffitth July, together with subsequent 
corn'spondence which is in iny possession is a revealing document of 
surpits.sing interest. His contention in effect is that he exercised the powers 
by virtue of section 4 (/) of the A. R. P. Services Ordinance of 1941 which 
states, ‘The Controller may appoint any such member to any office of 
command in the service’ and by virtue of rule '){!) of the rules made under 
aection 10 of the Ordinance which states, ‘Appointment to any office of 
command shall be made by the Controller in his discretion. Appointmenla 
to other ranks in A. U. P. Services are made by Heads of Services.’ In eltot 
he claims to be an autonomous authority within the Bengal Provi&ttiai 
Autonomy and the Ministers have no control over him. “The Coaunitnil 
Eatk> iMds aooording to him” — mark the words “iccoidinf to hiii**/ 1 
irill mier to this later on as this it the real point at ia a no “me 
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|he imperative necessity of efficiency/' Now, Sir, I hope the honourable 
members will remember this. I will remind them about it later on. ‘*If 
I were to release the whole of the correspondence which has passed between 
him and me it will fill volumes. I am giving below only a few extracts 
from his note, dated the doth July 1042." Then we have got the notes. In 
suitable time I will read them, but. Sir, imagine the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister descending to the level of creating an agitation against a sub* 
ordinate officer of his by means of allegations against him. Sir, it is a 
recognised principle that the officers of Oovernment cannot be criticised in 
this House, and as far as I am concerned I want to make it quite clear that I 
am not here either to defend or to condemn Mr. Hands. I maintain. Sir, that 
according to constitutional practice it is the Minister who is responsible for 
whatever happens and my criticism mu.st be levelled against the Minister. 
The reason .why this rule is observed i.s thi.s : a Government officer has got 
no opportunity or no chance of defending himself. The only person who 
can defend him is the Minister concerned. Therefore, it is not fair or proper 
that one should critici.se an officer. The whole existence of the Ministry ie 
for the purpose of controlling the officers under them. If they find that the 
officers had been guilty they should take steps to punish them, they should 
take steps to remove them. Sir, Mr. Hands’ letter has been quoted to show 
that he is claiming to be an autonomous authority. Sir, I am surprised that 
the Chief Minister, who is also the Home Minister, should have been sur- 
prised at a claim like this. He knows very well that as far as the Inspector- 
General of Police is concerned and the (’ommissioner of Police is concerned 
appointineut.s of Sub-Inspectors to the Bengal Police and to the Calcutta 
Police are entirely in the hands of the Inspector-General and the Com- 
miasioner of Police and that the Government has no right to interfere at all 
with the appointments that are made by them. It d(>eH mean that tha 
Ministers have no control over them; it does mean that if oflicers are guilty 
of indiscretion in making appointmens by breach of rules action cannot be- 
taken against them. Sir, I will point out later on whether the persons are 
R'jilty or not but I want to maintain that as far as the Ministers are 
concerned they cannot .shirk their re.sponsibility by trying to put the blame 
on the permanent officials. 


Sir, the whole trouble is that the Chief Minister and the Muslim Ministers^ 
and, I am sorry to say, a representative of the Scheduled Castes on the 
Cabinet deliberately, know’ingly and wilfully sacrificed the Muslim and the 
Soheduletl Castes interests at the time when they ugree<l to suspend the 
Communal Ratio Rules, and allowed the following phraseology to be one of 
the conditions for appointment. I will now' just read out an extract from 
a letter of Mr. A. S. Hands, A. R. P. Controller, to the Chief Minister and 
it ta extraordinary that we have had a Government contmuniqui first stating 
timt the Communal Ratio Rules had been suspended as far as A. R. P. 
eppotmlmeiits are concerned. When there was a howl and there was an 
ag^tioii the Ministers came out with a communiqui that the Commuiud 
lUlio Buies applied to the A. R. P. appointments. Sir, the mystery ol 
tBise two cammuniqtu^t 1 will explain later on and in ease I forget I 
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BMmberB will remind me about it. It ig moat Uhiminating. Sir, I ought to 
mention that not only injustice has been done to the Muslims and tfe 
Scheduled Castes but as far as the Anglo-Indians are concerned their claims 
Also have been neglected. 

Now, let me read extracts from Mr. Hands’ letter — 

** Allegation (1 ), — That very grave discrimination has been shown 
Against the Muslims in important A. K. P. appointmentH (offices of 
command). This allegation is entirely untrue and no discrimination has 
been shown against Muslims. Whenever sufficient and efficient Muslim 
candidates are available for offiires of command tliey have been appointed.” 
1 hope members of the House will particularly note this and here I appeal to 
the members belonging to the Muslim Coalition Party and to the members 
of the Scheduled Castes. “This, 1 observe, is in accordance with the Cabinet 
decision referred to in the note of the Hon'ble Minister for Civil Defence 
Co-ordination, dated 22nd July, 1942, and endorsed by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister in his order, dated the 24th July, 1942, in Political Department 
file No. 5144 of 1942.” Pul, Sir, there is something more just to make it 
absolutely clear that the ('ommunul Ratio Hule.s were amended and that there 
was definite Cabinet decision. The actual language of the (Cabinet decision 
is mentioned here, and it is this. Mr. Hands has written it: ''Allegation 
No. 4 : — It would be untrue to say tliut the required number of qualified 
Muslim candidates were not available for important appointments. My own 
view is tliat this allegation is incorrect and from an experience of interview- 
ing Muslim candidates for offices of command I should sa.N that sufficiently 
qualified men” or to use the expres.sion in the Cabinet decision — “sufficient 
And efficient men for these posts are available.*’ To show how I read 
the conclusion I must first give an idea about (jualifications and qualities. 
At the age of 72, Sir, I do not think that the Hon ble Chief Minister has for 
the first time heard that the word “efficient** as regards the Muslims and 
Scheduled Castes means practically barring the Muslims and the Scheduled 
Custes from appointments. As fur as the Chief Minister is concerned, there 
is a signed article by him in the Bengal W eehly where he has thoroughly 
exposed and shown how these words have stood in the way of appointments 
of Muslims. It is for him now to get up and plead that he after all — 
^Ai this stage the blue liglit was lit.) Sir, I want some more time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have allowed you the maximum time within 
my power. You have taken 30 minutes. If you want I can allow you 6 
minutes more. 

Mr. K. SHAHASUtiDIN: May I .submit to you. Sir, that the then 
leader of Opposition, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, was never intAirupted while 
lie was speaking and 1 can assure you. Sir, that if you look up the rnoocd if 
any record of the timings of different speakers is kept you will find that 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was always given at least 50 minutes if he wn* 
npeaking on important matiors. 
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Mr. OEPUTY SPEAKER: Ytm can take it that I will give the Leader 
of Opposition the maximum iime within my power. 

Khwajt Sir NAZIMUODIN: There is no time-limit so far as you are 
concerned as regards the maximum time to be given. 

Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. Under 
sub-rule (4) of rule 41 of the As.sembly Procedure Rules you can allow a 
member w^ho is not a mover or the Minister-in-charge of the Department to 
which the motion relates to speak for lo minutes, but in the case of the 
Leader of Opposition *10 minutes time is allowed. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Ri.swas. I am .supposed to know all thi«. 
Still I will ailo^v him more time. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, as far as cfticiencv is concerned, 
it has been known that if this rule about efficiency did not stand in the way 
of appointinent.s being made tliere uould have been no need of having com- 
munal ratio rules. Minimum qualifications are ])reMcribed, so tliat it does 
not give an opportunity to officers to prevent Muslims from being ap])ointed. 
I maintain. Sir, that the moment the Hon’ble Chief Minist(*r and his Muslim 
colleagues and the representative of the Scheduled Castes in the Cabinet 
agree modify the Communal Ratio Rules they practically condemn the 
Mu .slim, Scheduled Caste and Anglo-Indian candidates, hut, Sir, this in not 
all. I^t us see how thi.s has been done. The previous Ministry insisted 
that the ( ominumil Ratio Rules should be observed, a.s far as appointments 
in the A. K. P. Services are concerned. When the new Ministry came, 

evidently they found (Mr. Chani)h\ Roy: VVMio brought 

Mr. Hands'^) Now, Sir, thi.s is another mis-statement of fad. They have 
been told that Mr. Hands was brought by me us {’ontroller. Sir, this is 
absolutely incorrect. If you will look up the rec(»rd, \ou will find that the 
Hon’ble Thief Minister was in charge of the Home J)ej)ar(ment as 1 was then 
on leave. Mr, Rasik Lul Hiswa'i alH<i in his speech lunted at that. 
Mr. Hands was not brought by me hut h\ the then Minister in charge of the 
Home Jlepaftment. This is the kind of defence. Sir. put up in support of 
Government. 

Now, Sir, you will find that the Mini.stry deliberately agreed U) modify 
the Communal Ratio Rules. Tlie> have thus sacrificed the Muslims, but, 
Sir, there is another thing. The Hon’ble Minister says — 1 will read out 
this thing: “Perhaps his statutory di.scretion did not call for any such 
• fairness. Even in the matter of lower jobs his direction is directly in con- 
travention of the Communal Ratio Rule.s and legally the appointments which 
have been made in violation of these rules are liable to be cancelled. The' 
responsibility of the Ministry to the public cannot be washed away by the 
specious plea of efiiciency. 1 am definitely of the opinion that most of the 
oandidab^ who ha<I app]ie<] for appointments in the A. H. P. possess 
requisite quaMcations. Their legitimate claims have been ignored by the 
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kaphasard and caprioioun manner in which the appointments were maje. 
The recruitment to the various services in the A. R. P. organisation has not 
been made on any definite system. It is now for the public to judge.’’ Sir, 
the Chief Minister is appealing to the public against his own officers. Can 
there be anything worse as far as demoralisation of the services is concerned, 
as far as good government is concerned? The Chief Minister says: “It is 
for the public to judge whether the stand taken by Mr. Hands can he 
justified. So far as I am concerned, I can assure the public that I won’t 
allow the mutter to rest at this and I propose to take steps to retrieve the 
wrong that has been done to the Muslim community and also to the Scheduled 
Caste communit>. I am publishing these extracts from the note of 
Mr. Hands to shoa liow the charges brought against the Ministry are base- 
less. Cufortunntely, the matter was far more serious to be allowed to rest 
here. Unable to bring Mr, Hands to my views I decided to take the whole 
case to the Cabinet. 1 publish below extracts from my note in support of 
my proposal b) take the ca.se to the Cabinet.” 

Now let us see what he has achieved. He says: “The matter was 
discussed in the Cabinet and although the Cabinet decision is confidential 
I am free to be able to announce (laughter by the Opjmsition members) 
that a satisfactory .solution is in sight." I consider, Sir, that a statement 
of this kind is an insult to the intelligence of the members of this House, an 
insult to tlie supporters of Government. Sir, it is unfair that the Chief 
Minister should make an incorrect statement for the purpose of hoodwink- 
ing his supporters and trying to get over his temporary difficulties. 

Sir, pixjceedingH of Cabinet meetings are confidential, but the decisions 
are never confidential. The Cabinet decided that the Communal Ratio Rules 
should be observed. The Cabinet decided that .such and such should be the 
Communal Ratio Rules. Is that a confidential document? 

You have got to announce what the (’abinet divide. But he knows very 
well that there is no .satisfactory soluti(»n. He knows that this is only 
practically delmling the members and the jmblic by saying that a satisfactory 
solution is in sight. He deliberately withholds the (’abinet deci.sion. 

Now, Sir, I will come to another thing which I promised to explain — 
the little safe device by which first the Communal Ratio Rules were abrogated 
and then they were imposed. In this connection I would refer to the very 
wonderful communal hurnumy that i.s ob.served in the Cabinet. Sir, look at 
the beautiful picture that has been placed before us. Here are Muslim and 
Hindu Cabinet Mini.sters working loyally together and the Hindu Minister- 
in-charge of A. R. P. and Civil Defence we find has taken no steps what- 
ever, hawS done nothing and has not lifted his little finger to see that the 
injustice done to the Muslims, Scheduled ('astes and Anglo-Indians is in any * 
way rectifietl. He is never even troubled about it. He has seen before that 
a large number of appointments are going to the Caste Hindus to the 
exclusion of Muslims and Scheduled Castes. He first of all got Uie Com- 
munal Ratio Rules abrogated. The appointments have been made and the 
posts have been filled and then as the saying is after the horse is stolen from 
the stable the staUe is looked. After all the appointments have been male. 
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w^eu tkm is a great deal of agitation, they all meet and §ay *‘we mutt 
do juatioe to the Muslim community." Here is a beautiful solution in sight 
“we reintroduce the Communal Ratio Rules'*. In future as far as the 
A. R. P. appointments are concerned, they will he observed. There are 
no apponitments to l)e made. All the big and major appointments have 
been already filled and imw the Communal Ratio Rules are going to be 
observed. Look at the communal harmony, look at the national spirit they 
have shown for the purpose of A. R. P. services. What does it matter if 
the Muslims are not there!*' They have agreed to the question of eHicienoy. 
That is all what a true nationalist should do. The Muslim interests and 
the Scheduled Caste interest.s should not matter. We must have efficient 
men. We must have responsible and good men. Therefore we have 
amended the rules and allowed the appointments to he filled by non-Muslims 
and then wli^n there is agitation, of course Dr. Mookerjee, Mr. S. K. Hasu 
and Mr. Hanerjee say “we must (h> justice to the Muslims*’ and they ere 
doing it hv having Cominunal Ratio Rules again so that in future the 
Musi ims >hould get justice. 


The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Shall I interject 
tliat the Ilon'hle Ia‘ader nt (Ik* Opposition is relying on his prolific 
imagination Y 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T hen there is another tiling. First of 
all this ivlers i«nl\ to Mr Hands, There are other Controllers who have also 
made appointments, and we find nothing about them in this note. But 
evidently shelter is taken in the Ordinance under wliich the appointments 
are made, Wlnui was it that the ( hiel Minister started looking into these 
things!*' On the Idth of -luly he askeil Mr. Hands why these appointments 
had been made. Mind y<»u, by that time, the horse has been stolen. The 
purse has been taken and there is nothing lelt. That is the time when the 
Chief Minister wakes up. All the appointments were made in March, April, 
May and June. He knows very well that the Muslims were not being 
appointed. I could have said that the Controller did not listen to him 
because he sent recommendations to the Controller. That is another per- 
nicious principle which the present Ministry is doing, sending recommenda- 
tions to subordinate officers. If tlie Ministers go with hats in their handa 
to their subordinate officers, how’ can they expect any respect from these 
officers P If they want their relations, their friends and other people whom 
they want to patronise to get jobs how can you expect any self-respecting 
official to have any respect for the Ministers P When he gives an appoint- 
ment to a relaton of a Minister, he exiiects that in future the Minister will 
practically ditto whatever he does. In this document Mr. Hands has stated 
ihe names of persons who have gone to him with the recommendation of the 
dbief Minister and the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and naturally the Controller 
liaa not taken them because he finds that men have been sent by the Ministers, 
beoause they are relations of the Ministers, because they are friends of the 
llinisters and beoanse they are relations of the Chief Whip. It is that kind 
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dt people that are ^ent. I maintain, Sir, that thi^ plea that these appoint- 
ments have been made by an autonomous body is wronjf. We find — ^let 
alone takin^if any steps beforehand — even when he came to know of this on 
the 13th July and when he got a reply from Mr. Hands, that this matter was 
not taken to the Cabinet. He should have gone to the Cabinet and said 
“Here is this man who won’t carry out our policy” and what is more he 
should have taken that stand not because it concerned the interests of 
Muslims, Scheduled Castes and Anglo-Indians but because it was a question 
affecting the safety and security of this province. If there is a severe air 
raid on (’alcutta as tliere was on Rangoon, and if we find that the Muslims 
have not received sufficient protection there will be serious disorder. I main- 
tain that the safety of the province is at stake. This point of view was 
never placed before the Controller by the Chief Minister or any other 
Minister. He could have taken this matter to the Cabinet and got its con- 
sent to redress the injustice done to the Mnslims and Scheduled Castes. 
They could have ])resMC(l the Chief Minister who had the power and the 
authority to transfer Mr. Hands lioni that post and tr) appoint a man of his 
own ehoirre who would carry out tludr polies . I know the reply niay he 
given by some (d' them who have Ikmmi tutored that the (rovenior might have 
intervened. If tlu* (iovernor had intervened, the (iovernment should have 
gone with an ultimatum and even then it the (iovernor would not listen he 
might have followcal tlie example ot Ins great iriend, the Chief Minister of 
Hiioth(‘r province —1 am referring (o Mr. Allah Huksh — and come up to this 
House and said “I cannot discharge my responsibility because the (Iovernor 
is interfering iti the discharge of m> duties.'* I won’t ask him to resign. 
That he will never do. At least he could hav(‘ done this. He could have 
come and told tis as Mr. Allah Huksh did in Sind “the (iovernor is inter- 
fering in the diseliarge of m> duties”. Sii, actually fie is not trying to 
rectify this wrong. I maintain first of all he deliberately sacrificed the 
interests of Muslims and the Scheduleil ('astos and Anglo-Indians and then 
when he found that there was a lot of trouble and agitation, he is trying 
to prepare a defence and hoodwink his supporters by coming out with a 
(locuinent which is full of inconsistencies and which practically gives the 
whole case away. And what is more he is guilty of pillorying a permanent 
official and api>ealing to the public against that official. I particularly draw 
the attention of the Eurojnnin (Iroup who always adopt an attitude of the 
high and mighty and who always profess themselves to be in favour of good 
Government. This is a te.st of their profession and this is a test whether 
they do possess any backbone at all ami whether they have got the courage 
to condemn a Minister who has been guilty of such a serious breach of rule 
and such a serious breach of principle and who is corrupting the public 
services. 


Now, Sir, there is another thing to which I wish to refer, and aftor that 
I will finish my speech. The Hon’ble Minister started making an enquiry 
from Mr. Hands on the 13th July, and we find from Mr. Hand’s reply that 
on tlife 22nd July he signed a note sent by Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu ]by 
which the Communal Ratio Rules were amended by the addition of the 
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datee are available ftr appointment." May 1 ask, Sir, why did the Hon hie 
Minister allow an endorsement for the amendment of the Communal Hatio 
Buies after he had instituted an enquiry on the 22nd Julyl* The authority 
for my statement is here. What does this mean. Sir!^ It means that 6n the 
one hand he has tried to satisfv the members of his party by means of this 
secret circular which he had prepared and on the other hand he subscribed 
to the modification of the Communal Ratio Uules so that while he practically 
reaffirmed it — it was a moditication made lonjr a^t:o when the Minister itt 
charge submitted his explanation as to why this should he done and ho 
accepted that explanation with reference to the modification t>f the ('ommunal 
Batio Kules — and now the same ( hiet Minister comes up before the public 
again saying that in spite of the ('ommunal Ratio Rules these appointments 
have ])een made by the [lermanent official coneernecl 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Whui are the ex: let words of the modilica- 
lion y 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The words are “provided sufficient aiul 
efficient Muslim and Schedule*! Caste candidates are available”. The 
original rule juescribed a miunmim (piulification which, jiroviiled the candi- 
date could satisfy, could not debar him from getting the apjiointmeiit. Hut 
pnce you place the ])ower in the hatids of the permanent official by providing 
a clause that he will judge who is efficient and w'ho is not, then from our 
experience of the last dO years we know that it will have no effect at, all. 
We know fiom jiasl experience limt in superseding the claims of a Muslim 
candidate it is urged, if lie is senior, that he is not efficient and if he is 
efficient, lie is not senior. Even lo-da> that thing is going on, u.s far as 
promotion is concerned, and a senior Muslim is superseded by a Junior non- 
Muslim on the ground of efficiency, and an efficient Muslim is superseded by 
a senior non-Muslim on the ground of seniority. Such things have been 
going on in hundreds of cases. The Chief Minister knows it quite well and 
no one knows better than he; and even knowing it he has allowed it to go on 
as usual. I therefore appeal through you, Sir, to the Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste members opposite. I ask them to remember that one day they wdll 
have to face the el€K!tion in this world and in the other world they will have^ 
to answer for w'hat they do now as representatives of their communities. 
Sir, a deliberate injustice has been done knowingly and yet the Chief 
Minister took no steps to stop it. Although that has lieen his experience 
during the last five years of his Chief Ministership and of hi.s forty years of 
public life, he agreed to the amendment being made knowing full well 
what the repult of the amendment would be. He may say that be will try 
to Rectify the mistake although he knows that he will never he able to rectify 
it, because the officer making such appointments has the fullest discretion 
in the matter. Whatever he thought best he was entitled to do and that 
^e hail done. The Ministry cannot do anything and yet he was trying le 
bluff his party dUen and he wanted to evade a debate on the question on the 
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ptea tliat tbe document was confidential. But you, Sir, have done u« ^ 
great justice on this occasion by allowing us to refer to that document in 
connection with this debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
to reply to the debate it is only fair that an opportunity should be given to 
the Hon’ble Dr. ^SyamapraHad M(X)kerjee and the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu to speak. It was also fair to allow a member of the European 
group to speak because that group may naturally desire to explain the 
attitude they are going to adopt. If you all agree, I will suggest that Sir 
Henry Birkmyre will speak first and then the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee and the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu will speak and if you 
think necessary I will then allow the Leader of the Opposition again to 
speak on the subject after Sir Henry Birkmyre, Dr. Mookerjee and Mr. Basu 
have spoken. The Hoii’ble the Chief Minister will then make his final 
reply. 

Mr. K. NOORUODIN: 1 suggent. let the (ie facto Chief Minister close 
the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Onler, order. I sugge.^t that after we hear 
Sir Henry Birkmyre and tlie llon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. i( the Leader of the Opposition so desires, 
he may speak and then the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will speak last of 
all. Has the Leader of the Opposition any objection to this arrangement 

Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 thank you, Sir, for this arrangement. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we have heard 
with considerable surprise the figures for the communal proportions in the 
A. R. r. services quoted by Opposition members. If these figures are true, 
it is certainly very regrettable that the Muslim community and the Scheduled 
Caste community should he sn poorly repre.sented in the personnel of the 
A. R. P. services. The lives of Hindus, Muslims, Christians, members of 
all communities are threatened alike by air raids and all communities should 
co-operate in the working of the A. R. P. services. 

The motion asks the House to disapprove of the non-application by 
Government of the Communal Ratio Rules in A. R. P. appointments. We 
would suggest that however much we may desire that all communities should 
be properly represented in the A. R. P. services, any rigid application of 
the Communal Ratio Rules would be fatal to the efficiency of these services. 
In the first place, A. R, P. appointments must be made immediately. They 
cannot wait until suitable candidates of a particular community come for- 
wardf otherwise we may find that when air raids occur we have no A. R. P. 
eerfioee. In the second place, in a service which is concerned with the 
•aving of human lives efficiency must be the primaiy consideration. 
other words, we must have the best men available, if possible drawn from 
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mtery but, if not, irrefipectiTe of their community. In Oie 

third {ilaoe, A. E. P. is a semi-military orgranisaiion and we must leave it 
in the hands of the heads of these services to choose the best men available. 
Any attempt to fetter their hands in matters of appointment and dismissal 
of members of their services would, in our opinion, be fatal to efficiency. 
We do not for one moment su^f^est that suitable Muslim candidates cannot 
be found for A. E. V. appointments: what we do sugfcest is that suitable 
Muslims have not come forward in sufficient numbers for these appoint- 
ments (Loud noise from the Opposition benches and also cries of 

withdraw', withdraw”.) 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : On a point of order, Sir. Is it pennissible for 
any member of this House to cast any reflection on an entire community? I 
submit thaf Sir Henry Birkmyre has chosen to cast a reflect ion on the 
Muslim community and I appeal through you, Sir, to him to withdraw that 
remark. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. In the midst of the uproar it was impossible 
for me to hear the exact words used hut if it was a reflection on the whole 
community, certainly he will withdraw. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Will Sir Henry Birkmyre deny that he used 
the words “suitable Muslim candidates are not available”? 

• 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I repeal what 
I have said? 1 said, wliat w'e do sugge.st is that suitable Muslims have not 
come forward in sufficient iiumhers for these appointments. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is all right. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: May 1 make it perfeetly clear? I repent. 
We do not for one moment suggest that suitable Muslim candidates cannot 
he found for A. R. P. appointments. What we do suggest is that suitable 
Muslims have not come forward in sufficient numbers for these appointments. 
It is not sufficient, in our opinion, for the Opposition to quote figures show- 
ing the poor representation of the Muslim and the Scheduled Caste com- 
munities in the A. R. P. services. If we are to judge the mailer properly, 
they must give us the numbers of Muslim candidates who came forward for 
the different posts in the A. E. P. services, and also show that these Muslims 
satisfied the test of the best men available. 

We also think that the Muslim I^eague Party in raising this question 
are bound to answer another question and that is w hat have they done to 
encourage members of their own community to join the A. R. P. services. 
We are not aware of any speeches by members of the Muslim l^eague Party 
axhorting m^nbers of their own community to join the A. R. P. services. 
Ola the other hand do know that they have adopted an attitude of non- 
eo-opermtion with any Govemmeni organisation, and we do know tkat they 
18 
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s»e ctt'gfaDiMQg their own Civil Defence Services and National DefeniA 
Oitards. Moreover, we do know that the Leader of the Opposition refused 
to serve on the Central A. R. P. Committee, and we understand that simi- 
larly members of the Muslim League have refused to serve on the Sub- Area 
Committees in Calcutta. Since the Muslim League Party have raised this 
question, we would only ask if they are prepared to do what they can to 
assist in seeing that suitable Muslim candidates do come forward for the 
A. B. P. services. 

In conclusion, we would stress that we do think that it is most regrettable 
that the Muslim and Scheduled Caste communities are so poorly represented 
in the A. U. P. Services, but we do not consider that the remedy lies in the 
strict application of the Communal Ratio Rules. In this matter the tendency 
appears to be for the Opposition to throw the blame on Government and for 
Government to throw the blame upon their officers, but surely in actual 
fact the remedy lies in the hands of the leaders of the Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste communities. If they will co-operate in exhorting their followers 
to join the A. R. P. services and will see that suitable candidates from their 
communities do come forward, then we think that the matter can soon 
be remedied. We would emphasise, however, that we must have the best 
men available, irrespective of community, and if the efficiency of the A. R. P. 
services is not to be impaired, then we must be content to leave the question 
of appointments and dismissals in the hands of the Heads of these Services. 
If the Heads of the Services are not carrying out their duties fairly a^id 
efficiently, then Government have their own remedy, but they should not 
attempt to throw the blame on their owm officers for whose actions they are 
responsible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

I had no desire to take part in this debate because my leader the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister is going to wind it up in the way that he considers proper 
and suitable. But, Sir, my name has been dragged into this debate by the 
honourable the lieader of the Oppositicm to wdiose speech I have listened 
with the respect that it deserves. In spite of that I would not have thought 
of intervening had his speech not been interspersed here and there with 
mis-statements and half-truths and had not succeeded in raising a miasma 
of suspicion and prejudice which, it is necessary, should be scotched at this 
stage. 

I know, Sir, that a considerable amount of misapprehension has been caused 
by the somewhat inconclusive manner in which the portfolio, which has 
been created and has been entrusted to me, has been named, namely, Civil* 
Defence Co-ordination. The word ** Co-ordination" has been conveniently 
or honestly or unconsciously dropped in the mind of most people when they 
deal with me as the Minister in charge. I desire to make it known, if it 
la mot alreaiVv known, tp members of this House or to the public oataide 
tbal "€ivil Mence Co-ordination" does not mean the same ae qivil 

defence itself. Thq work of co-ordinaiion has been ooninad to nePeleMAm 
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joi tk« work of civil defence which has been undertaken hy difter^t depavb* 
each entrusted with the particular charji^e oommitted to its eaiie 
under the Kules of Business. The Communications and Works l>epartment, 
for instance, are entrustetl with the work of maintaining* or making roads 
for the purpose of civil defence; the Revenue Department, for instance, ore 
entrusted with work of evacuation and relief. Other departments might 
have similarly been entrusted, .such as the IVihlic Health Department or the 
Local Self-Government Department. It is the duty of the Minister in 
charge of the Civil Defence Co-ordination to accelerate the work that is 
being carried on in different departments with powers entrusted to the 
Ministers in charge so far as it lies in their hands to exercise such ]>owera 
under the law. The Minister in charge of Civil Defence (*o-ordination is 
only called upon to accelerate the work, to find that it is not impeded any- 
where in o/der that the work may proceed smoothly and (juickly. He has 
got no powers to pass any onler with regard to matters entrusted to theee 
departments, such as the matter of making uppointuients in the A. R, P. 
services which tecdiiiically has been entrusted to the Home Department 
under the Home Minister. Therefore, when if is said that the Minister in 
charge is responsible for making such and such appointments, that cannot 
possibly refer to me who is in cluirge only of Civil Defence Co-ordination 
and nothing more. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I ri^e on a point of or<ler. This 
Civil Defence Co-ordination and acceleration w'ork is a Provincial and not 
a Central responsibility. 

The Hofl'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs Acceleration of civil 
defence or co-ordination i.s undoubtedly a provincial responsibility. 
(Mr. AniU H H\hm\n Siimitii : Theret(ue joint.) Joint, or several or 
single, I am not concerned with that. It is a responsibility which has been 
entrusted to the Provincial Government undoubtedly, and the Pnivincial 
Government will do everything that lies in its power to discharge that 
responsibility. 

Now, Sir, the misapprehension under which my friends have always 
laboured is that it is the Civil Defence ( ’o-ordination Minister who is 
responsible for all (he ills under the sun in the matter of appointments, 
whereas the real truth is that not a single appointment oomea to him for 
orders and he has no power whatsoever to make any appointment at oU. 
(Interruptions.) 

Please hold your soul in patience. I know, Sir, that a reference has been 
made to an occasion on which certain Staff Officers were appointed in 
Calcutta, and I am glad to have this opportunity of making my position 
clear with regard to which a lot of cloud has been raised in certain interested 
quarters. Staff Officers were appointed when the system of Honorary Chief 
Air Raid Wardns was abolished in this city and they were substituted 
hj whole-time Btoi! Officers, and ohder the direetion— or I should jruther 
the suggestion of the Central A. R. P. OouunRtee the depertaMni 
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ooUcerned waa requested to make appointments as early as possible in order 
that training might be given to these new appointees before the crisis came 
which was considered to be imminent at the time. I was asked by the 
departmental Deputy Chief concerned to come right at the end of the 
selection proceedings to address a few words of advice and encouragement 
to the persons who would be selected or appointed. That was my only 
function and that was what legitimately and legally could be my own 
function on that occasion. I was asked to appear at the scene of these 
proceedings at a certain hour of the day, namely, at 3-30 p.m., when they 
considered that the whole proceedings would be over. I arrived at that 
place at the time appointed and I found about half-a-dozen persons still to 
be interviewed. I had not seen and 1 had not considered the applications 
of any of the other candidates, which I was not called upon to do under the 
laws and rules. Then when I found that they decided to take iq only three 
Muslim candidates, I suggested that one more suitable candidate whom 1 saw 
fhould also be appointed and that suggestion was accepted by the Com- 
mittee which was entrusted with the task of selection. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. In the 
name of honesty (Uproar.) 

(Cries of “Sit down” from the Coalition benches, and Mr. Siddiqi 
resumed his seat.) 

TN Hoil’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, on the Boor of this 
House an untruth was uttered by a leading member of the Opposition, 
unconsciously 1 know — 1 give him that credit — but from his exuberance and 
enthusiasm 1 would rather retract that word “unconsciously”. Well, Sir, 
he has gone to the length of suggesting — it is said at the instance of a 
member of the Committee — that I handed in a list. If that reference was 
intended for me as the alleged Minister in charge, if that was his informa- 
tion that I handed in a list of names of persons to be appointed, it is down- 
right atrocious lie and is nothing else. (Uproar.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: We have seen several times 

(Uproar.) 

(Cries of “sit down” from the Coalition benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: Order, order. I am warning you that if this 
•ort of uproarious scene is repeated, I will have to go to the length of 
suspending the business of the day. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Minister has characterised the statement of a member of this House as an 
atrooicm He. According to your ruling. Sir, the words are unparliamentary. 
I wwd request you, Sir, to ask the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw the words. 

^Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: Day before yesterday I ruled that the word 
*‘lie^’ was unparliamentary. ^ 
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• Tii HoiPblt Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR iASU S Sir, as I have already madl^ 
it perfectly clear to every independent member of this House, this express 
sion was not used with reference to any member of this House but to the 
purveyors of lies outside who have given out lies for the purpose of mis- 
leading honourable members and for bamboozling them into making inoorreot 
statements. It is those people whom I cliaracterised as liars. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. In view of the statement made I have no 
other alternative but to accept the statement of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will you give me a minute after 
the Hon’ble Minister has finished? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That is the position so 
far as I am concerned. Then, Sir, a question has been raised and a reference 
has been made to a (Hmimunieation which I made to the Controller 
of A. II. P. in Calcutta. That communication was made hy me and 
it i.s on record, After the Staff Officers were appointed it was brought 
to my notice that a large muiiber of Muslims who might have 
been considered suitable have not been taken in. Though appoint- 
ment is not my forte, still I thought that, in the interest of civil 
defence co-ordination, no particular community of such importance and 
influence as the Muslim community should be treated in the fashion in which 
it had been done. I thought that in the interest of harmonious w(>rk and 
progress of civil defence it was necessary for me to look into the matter and 
I asked the Controller to supply me with a list of the names of candidates 
who had been examined, the papers in which the advertisements were issued, 
the qualifications of the candidates and so on and so forth. I wanted to be 
satisfied that justice had been attempted to W done though, in fact, it 
was not done to the Muslim coniinunity. In reply to that query of mine, 
I was told that no list has been maintained and that the names of the 
candidates were not available. The papers in which the advertisements were 
issued were supplied to me but no further particulars or details hy which any 
scrutiny or check could he exercised so far as the Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste candidates were concerned. 

Now, Sir, it was in that communication that I had uccasiofi to refer to 
the Cabinet decision which said that the Communal Ratio Rules would apply, 
provided sufficient and efficient candidates were available. Now, that waa 
not my decision as the Leader of the Opposition was pleased to characterise. 
That was the Cabinet decision and I quoted the Cabinet decision as it was. 
I say, Sir, that I had every right to expect that sufficient and efficient Mualim 
candidates would be available, and the Cabinet also had every right to 
expect that sufficient and efficient Muslim candidates would l)e forthcomfng. 
To those who say that it would be whittling down the claims and opportunities 
of the Muslim community if the word ‘‘efficient^' is retained, I say they 
wuld be uttering the greatest calumny to the Muslim community. I say, 
Sir, that sufficient number of efficient Muslim candidates would be available 
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if only looked for in the proper way. The only grievance is that that haa 
not been done. It is not a question of stabbing our officers behind the 
back; it is a question of laying facts before the House. The House must 
come to a decision suitable for the occasion. 

The Leader of the Opposition seeing that the whole game is up and that 
the Ministry has done its very best to stand by the Muslim community has 
thought fit to make an utterly disingenuous attempt by getting 
hold of that document and trying to put a .sinister meaning 
to it. That is a matter which will be dealt with by the Chief 
Minister. So far as T am cf)noerned, I would .say that the 
Muslim community does stand in need of njuch greater support in the 
A. R. P. services. On the 22iid duly tliis (’abinet decision was reached when 
it was found that the de]mrtmental officers needed to be reminded once 
again, although that had been done before, that this is the policy they should 
pursue. As regards efficiency and sufficiency, 1 have already sai<l that there 
was no apprehension that Muslim candidates would not he forthcoming in 
Bufiicient numbers. We have to remember at the same time the require- 
ments of the A. tt. P. services. W’e have to see that efficient men are 
appointed to protect our hearths and homes from the ravages of the enemy 
bomb. That is essentially necessary and that is what (iov eminent should 
always endeavour to achieve. At the same time, I declare that sufficient 
number of efficient Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates can he obtained 
and shall be obtained at no distant date. 

Hfi ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May I, an atrocious liar, stand on 
a piersonal explanation? 

Hr* DEPUTY SPEAKER* That was the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI S I have been called an atrocious 
liar. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am sorry 1 cannot give you an oppor- 
tunity at this stage to offer any personal explanation. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Shall 1 get an opportunity lat^ 
onP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI :' Every member has a right to stand 
up bn i>ersoiial explanation if necessary. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did it arise out of your speech? 



* iMai 

ilfft ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: It did arise out of my Bp€ie<di. Tlit 
fiou’lile Minister referred to eoiuethingf which I had said yesterday. Sia 
called me a liar. Have I the right to stand on a personal explanation? 

Mw. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

ABDU^ RAHMAN 8IDOIQI: I made a definite statement in tlic 
House yesterday to which the Hon'lde Minister took serious ohjection 
conTcying to the House that tlie fac ts 1 had mentioned were incorrect and 
untrue. Have I in tliese circum.stances the riglit to inform the Houae that 
my information was more correct than his statement? Have 1 got that 
right ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. you have got that right. You have 
done right ‘hy saying that what >ou said was correct and that what the 
Hon ’hie Minister said W'as wrong. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Beyond saying that the stuiementa 
made hy the Hon’ hie Minister are not correct, I want to say how I got my 
information and 1 am certain that when I have given these facts to the 
Hou«4*, if the Hon’hle Minister has any generosity in him, he will tell me 
“Mr. Abdur Hahnian Siddiqi, you are right”. That is W’hat 1 want. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

• 

The Hon’blc Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, as I was listening to the speeches which were being made by the 
exposition it struck me that my friends to the left were spoiling a oaac 
which was good by arguments which were bad and wliich were malicious to 
a certain extent. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI t Does he refer to the Chief 

Minister ? 

Tho Hofi*ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: I am referring to 
Mr. Siddiqi and his friend.s. 1 tluraght that when we were discussing a 
resolution on the A. li. P. services, (Government w’ould receive somo 
constructive suggestions from the menil>ers of the Opposition regarding tho 
present position of the A. R. P, services in this city fnid in the rest of the 
Province. As we were carrying on our discussions during the last two days, 
we seem to have forgotten that the war h very near at our gate. (Mr. Yusuy 
Ali CHAriJurRY : An old storj'.) It is an old story that has to be repeated 
until the Opposition come hack to tlieir senses. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: You have forgotten it too. 


BFECIAL MOTIONS. 


TNf Hgn’blt Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE I 1 have not forw 
it. I am remembering it and therefore 1 am reminding you of it. 



SPECIAL HOnOKS. 


[23kd Sbhf.. 

• 

!tli6 big queation is bow all parties in tbe House, members representing tbe 
Goremment Party anil members of tbe Opposition can put tbcir bead# 
together and secure an improvement in a system which is calculated to help 
the people of the province irrespective of caste, creed or community. Sir, 
let me come to the problem which has been raised by the motion moved by 
Mr. Suhrawardy. Now, Sir, what is the main charge w^ch has been 
brought against Ooveniment? The main charge is that an adequate 
number of Muslims and Scheduled Castes have not been appointed to the 
A. It. P. services. So far as that propo.sition is concerned I don’t think 
that ihere are any two opinions in this House. It is a matter of deep 
regret that the Communal RaHo Rules have not been observed with regard 
to the reiTuitnient to the A. R. P. services. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Crocodile tears! 

The Hon’bla Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: 1 do not know the 

particular animal in tlie Zoological Carden with which the interrupter 
identifies himself — crocodile, tiger or something of the lower species. It 
is for him to choost^ the animal he loves Wst. I shall leave him alone for 
the time being. 

Now, Sir, it is no use denying facts and it is necessary that the Opposi- 
tion should know what the fads are. The Leader of the Opposition to-day 
read out ceriain extracts from a leaflet which was marked confidential. As 
he was (pioting them, for some moments I forgot that vSir Nazimuddin was 
the Leader of the Opposition. 1 felt that he was replying to the points* 
raised on l>ehalf of Government. Let us very briefly recapitulate how this 
particular matter has been dealt with by the Provincial Government. 
There is the Ordinance pa.ssed by the Governor-General of India controlling 
the A. R. l^ services in tlie whole of India. It is not a matter which is 
entirely in the hands of the Provincial Government. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I am sorry to interrupt the Hon’ble 
Minister. One Minister says that it is Provincial and another Minister 
that it is Central, What is the joke? 

Tht Non’bM Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The real joke is 
that my friend Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi on account of his advancing age 
is becoming more and more dense every day. That is the real truth. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: What about your leader of 72 ? 

Thf HOfi’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I^ave him alone. 

Think of your own weakness. 

The Governor-Generars Ordinance (section 4) lays down that persons 
who are fit and willing can he appointed to the A. R. P. services in such 
number and by such authority as the Provincial Government may decide, 
the command posts to he filled by tbe Controller. When the matt^ Came 
before Cabinet — I am not disclosing any Cabinet secrets — we all falt-^k 
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was tte unanimous decision—that the Communal Services Ratio Rules 
should apply. The attention of Cabinet was, however, drawn to the special 
and peculiar position that the A. R. P. services occupied. The language 
which we then adopted, viz., subject to efficient and sufficient men being 
forthcoming, — was nothing which was inconsistent with the Communal 
Services Ratio Rules. If you look at the Communal Services Ratio Rulea* 
you will find that a provision does exist that appointments will be made, 
if qualified candidates are available. Now, Sir, has it been suggested bw 
8ir Nazimuddin who has had a hand in the drafting of these Communal 
Services Ratio Rules tliat the rule.s them.selves indicate — leave aside the 
A. R. P. services for the time being — that Muslims will not he appointed 
to the provincial services, simply because the expression “qualified” occura 
there. It is no use trying to misrepre.seiit the (Government ami particularly 
the Chief Minister. In fact, that has been the tragedy of the debate. Tbo 
spee<*‘hes wdiibh had been made were n(»t .so much directed towards obtaining 
a grievance, suppose<l or real, redre.ssf'd. The real trouble was that, at 
every step when tiie honourable members were speaking, Mr. Fazlul Iluq 
was before their eyes like the veritable nightmare. They were slumting 
“the Hon'hle (^hief Minist^'r has done tins and the ITon’ble ('hief Minister 
has done that”. At the same lime when it suits lh<‘ir puriyose, tlie very 
same members say “the Hon’hle Cliief Minist(‘r is no]>od\”. Tie lias no- 
power in the (jovernment at all, he has no voice in the administration at 
all, but when tilings have to Im* condemned, it is the (’hief Minister who ia 
responsible for anything tliat lias happened. 

• Now, Sir, so far as the (^iliinct decision was (‘oiu'erned, every Minist^^r 
— Hindu, Muslim, or of the Scheduled ('a.ste — helieveil that a sufficient 
number of efficient men belonging to tlie Muslim and Scheduled Casta 
communities would he available. 


Now, let us come to the next oliapter of the story. The actual task of 
recruitment fell to a particular officer who is called the (Hiief Omtroller for 
the A. R. P. Hervi<>es. Now, here again, Sir, 1 would ask the honourable 
members of the House, the ine.mbers of the Opposition, at any rate those 
who have .still the courage of their own conviction, that the right of 
appointment vested in the officer himself and appointments were to be 
made by him in his discretion. Sir Nazimuddin had read out that parti- 
cular passage from the notes of Mr. Hands. Sir Nazimuddin raised the 
question of the propriety of publishing a note which tried to transfer the 
responsibility to the permanent officials. Now, Sir, the responsibility for 
making the disclosure ha.s really fallen on the Leader of the Opposition, the 
cjr-Horae Minister, and not on the (’hief Minister. The document has not 
been made public, and if it has been made public on this day it has 
been made so by Sir Nazimuddin himself who bitterly c(»mplaina 

against the wisdom of the (liief Minister in writing that leaflet. 
But why was that leaflet to be written? What was the necessity? 

The necessity was that the exact position Had to be explained 

to the members — supporters and opponents, every one who honestly 

wanted to look at things exactly as they were. The position was 
tktk that under the rules and the Ordinance appointments were to be made 
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fey the Chief Controller acting in hia discretion. I am not blaming ^ any- 
liody here, I am not here holding anybody's brief in particular, but 4o 
look at the matter from his point of view. He feels, and he feels honestly, 
that he could not make the appointments because a sufficient number of 
^qualified Muslims or Scheduled Ca.stes were not available. At the same 
time his attitude was that he was not prepared to permit Government to 
interfere in the matter of appointments. He .said that his power, whatever 
it might be, should not lie interfered with. (Mr. Syed Abdul Majid: 
What about the encjuiry committee )") A (’ommittee was proposed but it 
was pointed out by the Law officers of the Government that it was not open 
to Government to appoint a committee under the Ordinance passed by the 
iiovernor-General. (Loud noise from the Opposition benches.) I know my 
words will not appeal to you, but you have got to listen to the other point 
•o{ view, and then as rational men >ou have got to come to the conclusion 
whether Government has deliberately done something which is against the 
interests of the Muslim and the Scheduled Caste communities. This was 
the position taken up. The Hoii’ble tlie (.’Inef Minister and his colleagues 
were naturally perturbed at the situation wliich had arisen. They were 
perturbed not merely becauH<‘ the Muslims and vScbeduled Castes were not 
gelling some appointments but the greater reason was that there could not 
be an efficient arul organised A. R. P. service in tlie province if a particular 
community, particularly the community wliich was in the majority in the 
province, felt legitimately that its claims had not he<*n recognised by the 
•Government. Now that iiuestion was taken uj) at our party meeting, that 
-question was discussed in Cabinet, and Cabinet reiterated its previous 
■ilecision. It refused to accept the position. It did not at the same time 
•question the motives of the gentlemen who were placed in charge. In fact, 

1 do believe even now that if the proper jirocedure is adopted, if it is not 
made a party (juestioii, hut if we all of us sit together and make it our 
business to find a number of qualified men from Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste communities, properly qualified men will he available; and that is the 
appeal 1 would like to make to the I^i*ader of the Opposition. What is the 
object with which he has got this resolution brought before the House? 
liet me put him to the test. Is it to find out an imaginary grievance 
against Mr. Fuslul Huq? If that is so, he will never be able to achieve 
the end that he has in view. So fur as the i>resent matter is concerned, the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister lias done everything that a Muslim leader 
ahould do. If he was prevented from doing what he desired to do, it was 
<Jue to a combination of circumstances over which he had no control. But 
what is tlie remedy? What the remedy will be, the Chief Minister him* 
aelf will explain; 1 have no desire to anticipate it. But I would only say 
this that we are already looking into this matter. We have reconsidered 
the position. Whether we had differed from the pennanent officials or the . 
^Governor, whether the Chief Minister will make a statement before the 
House or not are matters wliich I do not propose to discuss. Future evente 
will show as to how w^ propose to establish our rights, but if the Chief 
Miftiater permits me I can say that this much we have agreed to, that the 
additional number of recruits' to the A. K. P. services which will now fee 
anade will fee thrown open to the Muslims and the Scheduled Caetes witheni 
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eneroachmeBt on those services by any other oonmiunity. And I, 
•peaking as a Hindu, say that we should welcome the services and co- 
operation of all others in this respect. Our 8 UC(h»ss will depend on the 
co-operation which we receive from the 0|>i)osition but if it is made a party 
question there will be difficulties. 1 am sure this discussion has led to 
this useful result tliat every one realises that there is a stroiijj feeling of 
grievance, legitimate grievance, amongst various se< tions of the House at 
the manner in which these appointments have l)een made. What we pro- 
pose to do is this that so long we are assured that etfiideut men will bo 
forthcoming, and we have reason to believe that men who are qualified will 
be available, the app>ointments which will he made and which may rise \rp 
to 500 or even may go to a thousand will he thrown oi)en to the meinl)©ri 
of the communities who have naturall> felt that their claims have not been 
recognised. • 

Now, Sir, how that is to In* done \s a (pte.^tion of detail which the (’’liief 
Minister may nr may not be in a position to disclose but the net result will 
be disclosed to the House toda\ and the deci.sion which the Chief Minister 
will communicate will not he a decision of his alone hut a decision of all 
members of Cabinet and of all members of the Progressive ( jutlition Party, 

Now, Sir, if in spite of all tliis the Leader of the Opposition says that 
he will liTtve to persist with his r«‘s<dution then, of course, the reasons for 
his doing so will he something other than looking after the interests of the 
Muslims. Now, therefore, we put the lieader of the Opposition tc> test. 
After hearing the Leader of the House, when he will declare the policy, 
which will make it clear how the (lovernment tried to do justice, hut liow 
Government failed and how Government pro])ose to look into the matter in 
future, I hope the Leader of the Oppiisitiuii, in spite of the advic*.e of some 
of his party followers, will rise e<|ual to the occasion and withdraw the 
motion whiih he has proposed on l)elmlf of the Opposition. 


Mr> DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sir NaKimuddin, if you like you can now 
criticise the speeches of »Sir Henry Birkmyre, Mr. Basu and Dr. Mookerjee. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the speech of Sir Henry 
BirkmjTe is concerned, it is a speech which we all antic ipated and it haa 
not 8ur|irised us. It is the usual thing, and I will not take much time 
in commenting on it heycmd stating that the grcmp or the c‘ommunity which 
employ thousands and thousands of men in their offi(‘es and which have 
admitted more than once that they have never been able to secure appoint- 
ment of Muslims ill their offices, because however efficient a Muslim may 
be he cannot remain in office l>ec‘ause he is always found inefficient. 
Naturally I can understand how this word “efficient” prevents a Muslim 
from being ajipointed. Therefore it is utieless deal with that, but, Sir, 
1 maintain that as far as my c^harges against the Ministry are concerned 
they have been admitted by the two Hon’ble Ministers who have spoken 
before me. There may he an impression, Sir, that when the Muslim com- 
IgUiiity object to the clause “efficient” it is because they want that 
inefficient Muslims should be appointed. That is absolutely wrong. It is 
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piotsible that tbe Hon’ble Caste Hindu Ministers may not be able to appie* 
ciate tbe point, but I am certain that tbe Hon’ble tbe Chief Minister and 
bis Muslim colleagues and the members belonging to the Muslim Coalition 
Progressive Party and the members belonging to the Scheduled Caste 
Party fully understand the significance of the term “sufficient and 
efficient”. There is no misunderstanding in their minds that by the 
amendment of the Communal Ratio Rules and the inclusion of the words 
“sufficient and efficient” Muslims will not receive appointments, and they 
could have said that before as soon as the Cabinet decided it. The results 
have shown that it is so. Sir, even the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Defence Co-ordination admitted that they did 
not believe that qualified Muslims did not come forward and that efficient 
Muslims did not come forward. Rut they were not appointed. It shows 
that when this thing was brought in it was brought in deliberately, and 
here again we condemn not only the Chief Minister but the Muslim 
Ministers, each one of them, that they knew what was going to be the 
result and they alhjwed the amendment to be made. 

Sir, the previous (hmimunal Ratio Rules laid down qualifications for 
Muslims also. They laid down minimum (junlifications for appointment 
and that was the real safeguard, because* if a Muslim or a Scheduled Caste 
member or an Anglo-Indian wdth minimum (jualificatioii was not appointed 
we could get hold of the appointing ifuthority and take him to task. At the 
present time even the llon’ble the Finance Minister, the Jlon’ble Minister 
for (^ivil Ih'fence f’o-ordination cannot take that offieer to task once they 
have put down that t(Tm “sufficient and efficient”. That is where the 
mischief comes in and no (iovernment (*an take an officer to task. You have 
given him the discretion to appoint; it is his judgment whether a parti- 
cular man is, in his opini(ui, efficient or not wliich will prevail, and if you 
can question his bomi jidva then and then only you take him to task; other- 
wise the Hon’hle Ministers have no right, liave no justification to criticise 
that officer. He may have made mistakes l)ut you have put him in that 
position, you have given him tliat power. (The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh 
E t^MAK Ra.si: : The Ordinance.) That is again an excuse and merely an 
attempt to cloud tlie issue and throw dust in the eyes of the members. I 
maintain that if you had not amended the Communal Ratio Rules, if you 
had laid down the minimum qualifications, no amount of Ordinance could 
have prevented the Minister from taking to task the appointing authority— 
Mr. Hands or any other officer. You could have then put your finger and 
say, “Here is A, may be recommended by the Chief Minister or may be 
his relation, hut he posses.ses the minimum qualifieation ; merely because he 
is a relation of the Chief Minister he should not be ruled out. You could 
then have taken him to task for not appointing that man, but once you 
remove that aud place the question whether a particular man is efficient or 
not in his discretion the entire responsibility is his and you are absolutely 
helpless. What is the use now crying after the horse has gone out from 
the stable. You are responsible for it, you have deliberately done- it, and 
now you come and plead ignorance and blame the officer concerned 
this. I ask the members of the Progressive Coalition Party belonging to 
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tiia Matlim and Scheduled Caste communities to put their hands on their 
blarts end say whether they are not convinced that immediately the word 
‘‘efficient** was put in and tlie Communal Batio Rules were amended the 
Muslims were sacrificed and the Scheduled Castes with them. After all 
what was the necessity of this amendment unless there was something there^ 
unless there was a motive, unless there was a deliWrate desire to deprive 
the Muslims and the Scheduled Castes of their due share? I repeat again, 
if the previous Communal Ratio Rules provided for qualified people to be 
appointed, if everybody was satisfied, if at least people for whose benefit 
they were made were satisfied, then why do you come and change them? 

I agree entirely with the Hon*ble Finance Minister that we must not 
forget that there is a war on, we must not forget the danger that threatens 
the town, and it is all the more reason why 1 am honestly and genuinely 
convinced that injustice has been done by debarring an entire community 
from an organisation so important, so vitally necessary for the safety of 
the province. I say there are hundreds and hundreds of qualified Muslims, 
hundreds and hundreds of efficient Muslims who could have been appointed. 
Sir Henry Birkmyre said that they were not forthcoming. 1 ask, was 
any attempt made, were the Opposition approached, were representative 
organisations approached, was a communication made to any recognised 
and responsible Muslim Association saying that here are these posts, 
produce your men? I have always maintained that this is one of the most 
common excuses. Every Muslim wdio has been in public life, wbo has 
taken any interest at all, knows that for the last 20 years whenever this 
question has come up it was i^aid that Muslims are not available. 

But, Sir, why not give the responsible men of the community a chance? 
They have never done it and now the Hon ’hie Finance Minister comes and 
says, “here is an opportunity. con»e and ro-f»perate.’’ The majority of the 
posts have been filled up ami now for a few apiwintments he says “come 
and co-operate.” Sir, 1 maintain that we cannot but press this resolution. 
Of course we have got to hear the (Tjief Minister. Ilis speech may 
influence our decision, but as tlie matter stands and so far as we have 
heard from the two Hoirhle Ministers th(*re is nothing to change our deci- 
sion. Sir, deliberate injusti(‘e has been done and ihi.s is entirely due to 
the action of the two Ministers and what is more there are no records as 
to the number of Muslims who came, whether they were qualified or not, 
and all that, I maintain, .Sir, that this is not the point; the iK)int is that 
it is due to the fault of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and other Ministers 
that the number of Muslims that have been appointed are very few. Sir, 
very real injustice has been done and I maintain that it is due entirely in 
their deliberate action, because* they amended the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, what is going to be done by the 
Kuropean Group? The stand wliich tliey have taken has been demolished 
by the two Ministers. What are they going to do? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER*. I do not know (laughter). 
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Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. May I put a quMtion 
to Mr, Suhrawardy through you, Sir? * 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is tiot a point of order. 

Til# Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, T have been a patient 
listener during the last twr: days and I confess that I have been surprised 
that Sir Naziniuddin should have cauglit the contagion, by sitting close to 
Mr. Kuhrawardy, of introducing into a serious debate not merely a personal 
element but also invectives, innuendoes, insinuations, perversions of facts 
utterly unworthy of the position he holds as Leader of the Opposition in 
this House. 

Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: I have not said anything personal. 

(Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy rose to speak and there was an uproarious 
scene. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will again request you that there should 
not be any interruption. 

The Hofi’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When yesterday I gave iny 
consent to this particular motion being brought up for discussion in the 
House* I knew that Mr. Suhrawardy w^as incapable of making a speech 
without consulting his dictionary of invectives, but I c(»nfess once again that 
I was surprised that Sir Naziniuddin should have caught the contagion 
(uproar). However, 1 am here (again uproar), I am here to hear and to 
put up with your views, becau.se I know, being the Chief Minister here- 
through the mercy of Providence, I have disa}>pointed the hopes of many a 
politician. I know, Sir, that what the oppo.sitiou members speak they 
speak from anguish of mind, in agony and torture. (Mr. H. S. SrHRA- 
WABJ>Y : Now speak about the subject.) The anguish is personal and the 
invectives are also directed from a personal point of view. Sir Nazimuddin 
denies that he was personal in his attack. Sir, no criminal will ever be 
convinced that he has committed a crime (uproar), 

Mr. H. i. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the Hon'ble Chief Minister hne 
wasUnl ten minutes' time of this House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please sit down (uproar). 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, I will point out 
where it is that the debate has fallen below the level of that dignity which 
should be associated with discussions carried on in the Legislativo 
Assembly of the Provimoe and on a subject of such grave iinpor;tance not 
merely relating to this or that community but also to the administration of 
the whole provinoa. 
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• Sir* Wore I come to discuss that document, that stolen document* 
whioh f;Sir Nasimuddin placed before the House, may I point out that th# 
resolution itself is incorrectly worded, because it raises an issue which ie 
not justified by admitted fac ts. The resolution says. ‘‘That this Assembly 
is of opinion that the non-application hy liovernment of the Communal 
Batio Rules to the a])pointments made in the various paid A. H. R. s<»rvice.s 
and the Fire Fightinp Services resulting? in the almost complete exclusion 
of Muslims and the Scheduled ('aste> from those services should hi' dis- 
approved’*; or in other words, the resolution reconnuends that the crime 
that has been committed hy the (Jovernnient by not a]>plyinp its Communal 
Ratio Rules, should he di>apj»roved. Now, Sir, I wisli to point out to- 
Sir Nazimuddin that none of these appointments had been made by Govern- 
ment as such. Sir Nazimuddin knows very well and my friend 
Mr. Siihrawunly knows it (juite as well, that according to the Government 
of India Act and the Public Service Commission Rules, aiipointmcnts made 
by the Goveinment hav<‘ to pass throujfh the Puhlie Service Commission 
except in those cases which the Public Service Commission Rules may 
deliberately and puniosely exclude from the purview of the Commission. 
Section 2 (><j of the Government of India Act is clear, and it lays down 
amon^r other thin^rs that on all matters relntinjf to methods of recruitment 
to civil .services and for civil posts, the Public Service (’ommission shall be 
consulted. It is well-known that except in tliose iuses which, under 
rule *31. are excluded from the ]»urview’ of the Public Service Commission, 
^11 appointments made by Government must come through the siTutiny of 
the Public Service ('om mission. 

It is not alleged bc(’auHe it is not a fact that in any of these appoint- 
ments the Public Service Commission had been consulted. They could not 
be consulted, because the appointments were not Government appointments. 
I do not, by saying this, absolve mys4df or my colleagues from the 
responsibility of seeing that the subordinate officials wlio made the 
appointments had carried out in its entirety the policy laid down by 
Government. I will come to that later. And here may 1 point out to Sir 
Henry Birkmyre that it is not the intention of the Government to throw 
the blame on the officials. It is not a (juestion of throwing hlarne, but it 
is a matter in which when the resolution definitely charges the Minister to 
have made the appointments in contravention of the rules 1 should place 
before the House facts which will show that it is not the Government that 
made the appointments and that therefore the (iovernmeni us such cannot 
be censured for the non-appli<*ation of the Communal Ratio Rules, although 
I admit that the Communal Ratio Rules have not been strictly observed 
and to that extent the officials who had made the appointments had depart- 
ed from the policy laid down by Government. But as to whether they have 
done it wilfully or under a misapprehension or for some other reason, are 
questions of an entirely different character. I appeal to the members of 
the Opposition to realise that there are two ways of looking at t^iese 
questions. I do not wish to give them any offenee. Things are ordained 
JiJr Ftovidenoe and Provideiiee has so ordained that through Bis uieeey 1 
oni|Qy a clear majority in the House— not cmly a majority but* may Ck>d 
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iorgiT« it I am vain or proud, aucb a majority that the Oppoaitioli do 
||pt dare to bring in a motion of * ‘No-confidence’’. They do not dai^ to* 
l^ble an Adjournment motion either, but they are trying to indulge iikilde 
•ttacks to rouse communal passiona. 

** (Cries of “Oh” “oh” from the Opposition Benches.) ^ 

May T point out to the members of the Opposition that these 
tions will lead to two things. 1 will go on till the members are contfelled 
to break their hearts on this issue. 

(Interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) 

There are many Nawabs, Nawab Bahadurs, Rajas and Khwajas in the 
Opposition 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHAUDHURY: A Khwaja is with you. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The only Nawab Bahadur in the House 
is in the Cabinet. 

The Hofi'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, as I was saying, 
in their despair they are trying to rouse the passions of the multitude out- 
aide and to appeal to the communal passions of the Muslims and the 
Scheduled Castes and induce them by some means or other to 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is it rousing communal passion? 

Tha HOffl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Yes, it is. I am not going to 
learn the Knglish language from anykxly. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We want communal justit'c. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By chance they may induce 
someone, somewhere, some waverers to go over and vote with them. 
Through the mercy of Providence 1 feel that I am quite able to announce 
in this House that not one single member of my party will waver. They 
all stand fast and loyally by me and they have the fullest confidence in 
me. This Government is strong enough to rectify that wrong and to make 
Ample amends for the injustice that has been done to the Muslims and the 
.Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: When the Leader of the Opposition was 
speaking we never interrupted him, but when the licader of the House is 
speaking why do the members of the Opposition interrupt him? 

Mr. YU8UF ALI CHAUDHURY: Because he is talking nonsense. 

Mr. DIFUTY 8PEAKift: Order, order. 1 would appMl tOif Sir 
Nasimuddiu to help me in maintaining order. 1 repeatedly asked mendmi 
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i^oi to intamipt the Chief Minister in that fashion. If honourable membera 
. continue interrupting I shall be compelled to take necessary action in this 
respepi and I hope this will be the last warning. 

T1i 6 Hoil’bid Mr# A, K# FAZLUL HUQs Remarks have been made 
more than once about the stable d(»or being shut after the horse has been 
atol^ So I say here and now that neither the Imrse has Iummi stolen nor 
is the stable door shut. You will find that there are other horses to run 
also and when there are enough riders, there will be no difficulty in making 
proper use of them. liCt me come to the res(dution itself. As I liave said, 
the appointments were not made by (loveniment. As has besui pointed out. 
the appointments had been made by the Controller in ('alcutta and by the 
prop<‘r appointing authorities outsid(‘ Calcutta, according to the rules laid 
down-*-and t^iis is important — according to the Ordinance and accortling to 
instructions issued by the Provincial Oovernment from time to time. One 
of those instructions was to the effect that the (^)!nmunal Ratio Rules 
should be observed. Now, Sir, a good deal has btH*n said about tlie words 
“sufficient” and “efficient”. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: May I remind you 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER* That is also interruption. I won’t allow 
ahy interruptions whatsoever. 

The HofPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 h. »pe the Hrmse will bear 
with me for a moment when I sa\ a few words as regards tin* mysterious 
words “efficient” and “.sufficient”. Now Sir, let us rcmemher that we are 
dealing with services which are not normal services ol the l^mvince 

(There were again interruptions. ) 

Are my words so galling that members cannot listen properly y 

Let us remember that these posts are not normal jkisIs. These services 
and these posts were created by the Special Crdirumce ol the (lovernor- 
General, — po.sts which the Controller and other uui horit ie.s consider in their 
discretion to be sulKirdiiiate posts and as Uj which they hav(‘ got complete 
discretion in the nwinner in which appointments are l-o Ik* made. This is 
not the time, this is not the occasion lor having charges ami counter- 
charges by trying to excite feelings among.sl us as if nothing is going to 
‘happen around us. We would have thought that it anylKnly is sim^ere in 
hia profession >at this moment, if he is willing to aid the war effort, he will 
do nothing to rouse the public feelings ogainst an inifKirtant department 
that exists for the purpose of helping the war, effort, that he will do nothing 
which WQiild embarrass the officials who according to their own light have 

Wn trying to diacharge their duties . (Loud noise from Opposition 

Benches.) 

10 
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lift ABDUR RAHMAN ilDDIQIS This argument is useless. ^ 

(At this stage when Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi rose on his legs, the • 
Hon^hle Minister resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Hon’ble Minister has sat down 
presumably because he has nothing further to say. (Laughter from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. It is impossible for me to 
conduct the proceedings of the House properly if unnecessary and uncalled- 
for interruptions are made in this fashion. I have repeatedly appealed to 
the Leader of the Opposition to ask his members to behave properly, but 
nothing has l)een done to that effect. If the Opposition members behave 
in this way when the Leader of the House is making a statement fojj their 
edification, I must tell them tluit I will not tolerate such interruptions any 
more — neither from my left nor from my right. I am really very sorry 
that a piominent and responsible member having full knowledge of 
parliamentary i)r4i(*tice — I mean, Mr. Abdur ILdiman Siddiqi — has been 
interrupting the business of the House in a tashion which is not w'orthy ot 
him. I appeal again to honourable members on lK)th sides not to make any 
interruption when the Leiuler ot the Houh 4* is making an important 
statement. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I aiwdogise most humbly ayd 
respectfully, Sir. but the arguments he uas making were such that I could 
not rest in myself. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The argument may be good, luul <jr 
indifferent, but it is you who have asked the (’hief Minister to give a reply. 
It is at the request of the members <d \oiir sid<* of the Hou.se that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister i.s making his statement. You are at liberty t^) 
approve it or disapprove it, but von must give him a patient hearing witho\it 
interruptions and without 4niy disturliaiice. 

Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would ask you. Sir, just to .see that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister does give a proper reply and does not indulge 
in irrelevancy. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a matter absolutely for me to decide 
and you have nothing to do with that. (Tx)ud noise from the Opposition.) 

MiUlvi ABDUL HA8HIM: On a point of explanation, Sir. I beg to 
submit that the manner in which the Hon’ble the Chief Minister suddenly 
sat down a minuto ago showed that he was not at all serious in making a 
proper reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is no QK^danation for what has or ihas 
not been done by the Chief Minister^ 
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Tht HwCbl* Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ: Let me, Sir, point out tkat 
tke word “efficiency” is a mysterious term and many meanings attach to it, 
and although I am not satisfied at the manner in which the Controller of 
Calcutta has made tliese appointments, 1 find that he at any rate has also 
a nice appreciation of the metniing of the word “efticieiicy”, when he made 
appointments to the posts of ( >ffieer-in-cliarge. Wardens’ Service, carrying 
the high salary of Rs. *150, hy giving one of the four appointments, two of 
which have gone to MusliniN, to the hrother-in-law of Mr. Shahahiiddin, 
which is the only (jualification he has got 


Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. 
May I know from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister whether the person con- 
cerned is not the younger hmther ot the llon’hle the Nuwah Ihihadnr of 
Dacca? 


The HOfl’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: There a Bengali proverb 
which for the edificiation of the Kuropean gentlemen here 1 will translate 
into English. There was u (juarrel between a needle and a seive, the seive 
(Xindemning the needle for its liole, and the needle retorting, “My Ood, I 
have got only one hole hut you have hundreds.” The same is the ]X)8ition 
here and it does not maltej whether he is a relation of the Nawah Bahadur 
of Daccia or of Mr. Shahahiiddin. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But the {Kiint is that the Nawah Bahadur 
iS in the Ministry and is able to contr<d imitters while Mr. Sliahahuddin 
• eannot . 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Nou . Sir, Sif N'azimnddin has 

read out extracts trom the (sudiilent lal document and Ik* has S4ud that it is 
extremely unseemly that I am appealing to the public against the conduct 
of officials whom 1 could not control. 'Idie jKi^ilion was tfiis. When I came 
to know from rept)rt.s given to me by comlidates who Imil offered themselves 
for appointment and who had not been selected, 1 wmte to the proper 
authoritie.s on the Jdtli Inly tor certjiin facts. 1 Ihongiil, Sir, that before 
I should take aii> action I ought to have authenticated facts before me. 
Having got those fact.s 1 jKonled out to the officers concerned that the 
Communal Ratio Rules siiould apply ami tliat a departure fnun the 
observance of the Communal Itatio Rules was not justified because sufficient 
and efficient Muslims were torthcoming. Now Sir, I found out then that a 
very wrong procedure had been adopted. That was the rwison why they 
could not get the requisite number of Mu.slinis and they made the wrong 
assumption tluit l>ecau«e their methods of recruitment had failed to attract 
a large number of Muslims and Schediileil Caste candidates, therefore 
necessarily efficient and sufficient number of Muslims and Scheduled Castes 
were not available. That was illogical and fallacious. 

I then proceeded to discuss the matter with my colleagues and we came 
to the conclusion that there should be a committee to advise the appointing 
authorities regarding the matter of selection of candidates. I will not take 
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lip the time of the House by reading from papers. But, as the H^uee knows, 
the Controller took up the position that according to section 4 of th^ 
Ordinance itself and rule 5(f) of the Kules he had the authority to make 
appointments in his discretion and therefore the appointment of a committee 
for supervision or even for advice would be in derogation of the Act and the 
Kules and would, to that extent, be ultm nres. He said that if Government 
w’unled to have a committee of that kind, the Ordinance should be amended 
and the Kules should be amended also. 

Sir, without going into any discussion of that question, we pointed out 
to the appointing authorities that we were not insisting on a committee of 
inspection or supervision, but we wanted that the Communal Ratio Kules 
should be observed. 

Sir, may I at this -stage tell the House that we also did our best to 
impress u])oii the ajipointing authorities to slow' down recruitment till this 
question had been considered by (rovernment and finally decided.^ 

Now, Sir, in the meantime 1 tried to find out suitable candidates among 
the Muslims and Scheduled Castes and it is true that I sent a number of 
(candidates — Muslims a-s well us Scheduled Castes — to the appointing 
authorities in order that they miglit be able to make a selection and I w'ish to 
declttn> here emphatically — some of the names aj)j)eared in tlie document 
itself and other iiuines can b(‘ found out on scrutiny or by investigation — 
that not om* of tl»e candidates tliat I recommended was (dilier a friend or a 
relative; many of these were young men whom 1 hud never seen before in 
my life. I only sent them on because I considered that they were fit and 
(efficient and that, therefore, their services might be utilised by the appoint- 
ing authorities. S(»me of thest* candidates wer(* apjmintcd, many were 
rejected, and there again I consider, on most insufficient grounds. 

Now', Sir, this is not the first time Ihat IIjo charge has been laid that 
subordinate officials do not lealise the importance of tlie observance of 
communal ratio in the mutter of api>ointments in public services. Some of 
them — specially the -seniormost nn-mhers of the services who landed in India 
in olden days when autocracs prevailed and long Indore democracy liad been 
introduced — go their own way whi(*b to our mind at the present moment 
seems to be extremely peculiar. (Mr. H. S. SniK v\\ ardy : We made them 
realise.) You did not, Sir. I know. Mr. Suhrawardy says that we made 
them realise in the last ('ahinet. May I point out to tlie House that when 
W'e were members of the old (lovernment together, ofHcials in tlie mufassal 
fre(iuently ignored the (hunmunal Ratio Hulesy My friend Mr. Kasik Lai 
BivSwas i-s responsible for at least a hundred (juestions in which he pointed 
out that the elaims of Scheduled Castes had been ignored. They are in the 
records of proceedings. There were (piestions jmt even by our supporters 
as w'ell as members of the Opposition that in many matters the Coraraunal 
Ratio Rules had not been observed. Year bi'fore last T rememl>er questions 
were put regarding the appointment of Muslims and Scheduled Castes in 
}>oats for settlement ojierations in Bakarganj and Faridpur districts. In 
these cases thousands of appointments had been made and the Communal 
Ratio Rules were alleged not to have been observed. 
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Nov, Sir, 1 do not justify the non-observance, but I am pointing out 
that there are officers who are difficult to deal with, who do not realise our 
difficulties and who do not realise the justice of the Communal Ratio Rules 
framed by Government. 

But as regards the Rules themselves, Government have always insisted 
that the Communal Ratio Rules should be given effect to, subject always to 
the overriding necessity of efficiency. We agreed to that because, as has 
been so emphatically said by my friends Dr. Mookerjee and Mr. Basu, the 
Muslim community and even the Scheduled Ca.stes community have reached 
a stage of advancement when efficient men from every point of view can be 
found in large numbers from both these communities. (A voice from the 
Oppovsition Benches; Ha! Ho!) It is not o que.stion of Ha! Ha! It is « 
question of fact and if you challenge that fact bettef get uji and say ‘*in 
my opinioi^, efficient Muslims are not available’*. (Mr. Yvsuf Au 
Choudhuhy : What is the result!') The result I will show. 

Now, Sir, the permanent officials failed to carry out the orders of 
(Government. Sir Nazimuddin i.s my (furu be«‘uuse be had been for four 
years and a half in charge of the Home Department. I have been here only 
for a few months and I have been taken as a sleeping partmu- and not as an 
active Minister as Sir Nazimuddin who had to run uwa> to Ifazaribagh 
during the Dacca riots. But I can remind Sir Nazimuddin that it in not 
possible to deal 

. Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the Iloirble 
Chief Minister entitled to make a deliberate false statement that Sir 
Nazimuddin ran away when the Dacca riots took place previously ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It IS impossible for me to judge whether a 
statement is false or not. I cannot judge it now. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, when the Hon’ble (’hief Minister made 
that statement against the Leader of the (Jppo.sition, he was attributing 
motive. Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister entitled to attribute motive to a 
member of this House P 

# 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not for you to challenge that. It is 
for the Leader of the Opposition whose name was referred to by the Hon ’hie 
the Leader of the House and it is up to him U) rise and *«»y, by' way of 
personal explanation, that it is not correct. 

Khwalt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will explain after his speech is finished. 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I withdraw that expression. 
(Mr. Fazluh RAHMA.*f : It is a lie.) Never in ray life have I told a 
deliber^ lie. I was only bearing a secret in my bosom and never did I 
gdve it out. 
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May 1 remind Sir Nazimuddin that it is not a rery easy thing to deal 
with permanent officials specially when they are memhers of some of the 
Imperial Services. 

There have been before this Kulti shooting, Kaliganj shooting, and 
Murapara shooting. What punishment did he mete out to the people who shot 
down the Musliih-s? What punishment did he mete out to the officials in 
Dacca when charges were being openly made that the Muslims were being 
slaughtered. 

Now, Sir, 1 am on a better ground today. 1 do not think that the case 
for any punishment lias arisen a< all. There is a very simple solution, a 
solution which has been suggested! by Sir Henry Birkmyre himself without 
knowing really what •Government liad decided to do. About two months 
ago we found tluii there were two courses open to us. lias been 
suggested by Sir Nazimuddin we could have applied rule Id of the Communal 
Ratio Rules rigorously an<l asked the appointing authorities to discharge all 
the men app^nnied and ap{K)int Muslims and Scheduled Castes in the 
vacancies, 50 per cent, in the case of Muslims and 15 per c^nt. in the case 
of Scheduled Castes, according to the (k)mmunal Itatio Rules. At one time 
I thoughts tluit this <K>urse should be adoj)ted, but I found that the A.R.P. 
services are essential services reipiiring in man^ cases technical qualifications, 
and here we luid thousiinds of young men wlio are already trained. In the 
first place, it would have created a public uproar if thousands of young men 
after having sucli u training had been turned out of office for no fault of 
theirs. If these young men had been api>oiuted in contravention of the 
rules, that was no f^iult of theirs. Therefore we held that it would not be 
wise to replace experienced men by thousands of inexperienced young men. 
Therefore that procedure did not commend itself to us. What we did was 
that we explored all the avenues of further employment and the (lovernment 
of India and the Bengal Government who between themselves pay for these 
]K)st.s have agreed to the immediate appointment of a large number of young 
men in various A.R.l*. serviees. (Cries of chapmsis and Baburchis from 
the Opposition Benches.) Now instructions have been given by Govern- 
ment (and iliose instructions will l)e strictly carried out) tliat about a 
thousand apiMuntments that will be made cent', per cent, w’ill go to the 
Muslims and tlie Scheduled Castes. Moreover, I have been pennitted to 
make this announcement by not merely my Hindu colleagues in the Cabinet, 
but by other Hindu friends who are supporting me in the Progressive Coalition 
Party. These things have been done in consultation with Mr. Hands and 
he has agreed to carry out these instructions of the Government. 

Now, Sir, let me remind the House that in a very short time 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

I 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 hope you will be as brief as possible and 
finish your speech in two or three minutes. 


Tl» Non’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I shaU be brief. 
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^ Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI; Sir, may I ask through you whatlisr 

the appointments will be in all grades P 

Mr# DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is a pertinent question. The appoint- 
ments will be mode in some grades. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* A further announcement which 
I have to make is this: We propose to appoint a committee of Muslims and 
Scheduled Castes, and I would invite the honourable members of the 
Opposition if they like to be in the committee to see liow far the rules are 
carried out. Thirdly, the appointing authorities will be asked to submit to 
the Government a report every week, showing the va(‘ancies tluit have 
o<‘curred and the manner in which they have l>een filled tip. I have every 
(confidence that in the very near future the Muslims and the Scheduled 
Castes will*be in a position to reach their legit inuite cpiota. It is certainly 
late, but still it is better to }>e late than never. 

Now, Sir, taunting remarks have been made about the Kuropean com- 
munity and our relations wutb the Enropwin community. May T point out 
to the House that we fully appreciate the jH)sitioii of (he I*juix)pean (X)mmuniiy 
and although we value their votes very much. i}ie\ do uo( determine the 
political position of the House in anyway. We know that m) long us we (’an 
carry on the administration — at present helping (Ik* war efforts, improving 
the war efforts, carrying on the administration in sucli a wa> as not to 
allow law and ju.stice to break dow'n, — .so long 4 ih we (’an kike etfective 
•measures for the maintename of pwice and iran(|iiillity. w’e will })e not 
merely entiiled, but we can justly look forward to their help and support. 
The moment we fall from that ideal, T know tliat tlie.v will refuse k) lend 
their support. The> do not look to the Ministers; they bnik U) the policy 
w'hich the Ministers are pursuing. One thing iluit is clear now' is (hat (he 
present Minister.s were not responsible for these appointments. They have 
done their best to rectify the mistakes whicli have been (xuiimitted and to 
give .satisfaction to the Muslims and the Scheduled Costes. (Interruptions.) 
I know it is impossible, it is hopeless to expect a fair hearing from the 
members of the Opposition, Theit mind is mnkling under a sense of 
grievous wrong of disajtpointraent. They cannot Ixxir thal their faults 
should be exposed. I^et me remind them that last night and the night before 
they made strenuous efforts to win over our members, hut f mu.st say that 
not one member is going to vote again.st us. I would reepjest (hem not to 
waste petrol. Our members are firm. (Ixiughter from (lie Progressiye 

Party.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will have (o decide one point of order 
raised by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. 1 gave my ruling thai the word 
“foreigner”, was unparliamentary. T have got the proceedings now and T 
will request Mr. Badrudduja to withdraw that expression. 

Mr^ SYED BADRUDDUtIA: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, when my 
esteemed friend Mr, Abdur Rahman Siddiqi was throwing out a 
challenge—- 
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Mr# OEPUTY SPEAKERS Please do not make iStoy speech. 
Mft K* SHAHABUDDIN: The e|:pression must be withdrawn. 


Mfa 8YED BADRUDDUdAs I will have no hesitation in withdrawing 
words that might have offended my esteemed friend. 

But, Sir, I stand on a point of explanation. My friend opposite wanted 
to throw out a (;hallenge to all members belonging to the Progressive 
Assembly Party. That was not in the spirit of a true Muslim. That was 
exactly why 1 accepted the cliallenge. I withdraw, Sir, now every word 
that I said. T am extremely sorr>' if I have given any offence to ray friend. 

Mfi OEPUTY SPEAKER* I also on that day gave a ruling that it 
would be unparliamentary to throw out any challenge to any member. I 
hope the member.^ would note that. 

With regard to the speech of Babu Narendra Naraj'an Chakrabarti I find 
that there is no objectionable aspersion cast in the statement he made. He 

said capturing the imagination of fools’' ’art? 

I 


In order to clarify the point I shall ask Babu Narendra Narayan 
Chakrabarti to say whether he has characterised the whole Muslim com- 
munity as fools or not. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTI: cn ^ 

^ ( Ym Yvfl to I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* The House should accept the explanation 
given by him. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAn"^ 8IDDIQI*. Sir, may I remind you of the 
promise you 'made to get an explanation of the words Khudai Bulls from 
the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER1 I shall do so later on. 

The motion of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the non-application by Government of the Communal Ratio Rules to 
the appointments made in the various paid A.R.P. services and the Fire- 
fighting Services, resulting in the almost complete exclusion of Muslims and 
the Scheduled Castes from those services should be disapproved was then put 
and a division demanded. 

(When the division bells were ringing.) 

KtlWlli 8ir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, after the division is over you may 
adjourn the House. I want to bring to your notice that there are stRl othm* 
motions standing. We have taken two day« to discuss one motion. Aa I 
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|tated tlie other day these motions vitally affect the safety of the Piorinioe. ' 
If yon want 1 can speak after the division bell stops ringingi Before you 
adjourn the House 1 want to raise this question. 

Mfa DEPUTY SPEAKER! I quite appreciate your point. You made 
it clear in your introductory speech the other ihiy that you wanted time. 
It is for the Home Minister to say whether he is prepiire<l to ffive more time 
or not. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is why 1 have raised this question. 
A.11 these important resolutions are pending and they vitally affect the safety 
of the Province. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has reminded us that there 
is a war on and we are threatened with danger. The questions that we are 
raising affect the safety of the people of the Province. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chief Minister will make a statement 
after the division. 

Division was then taken with the following result: — 

AYII^. 

AM«I Alii, Mialail MS. 

Aktfil HiSi, Mr. Mlm. 

AMtii Hakim Vlkrimpari, Haalvi Mi. 

Akial HamM, Mr. A. M. 

Akial Karim, Mr. 

Akial Latit SUwaa, Maaivi. 

Akial Majii, Mr. lyai (Naakkall). 

Skiai MataUk Malik, Or. 

Akialla-ai Makmaai, Mr. 

Akiar Rakmaa, Kkaa Saiiaiar A. f. M. 

Akiar Rahmaa iMiHii, Mr. 

Akiar Raaakii Makmaai, Mr. 

Akiat thakaai, Maaivi Mi. 

Akul Haaim, Maaivi. 

Akal Natala Akami, Mr. 

Akal Maaai, Kail. 

Akmai All MrMka. Maaivi. 

Ahami Naaala, Mr. 

AlfaiaiilB Akmai, Kkaa lakaiar MmIvI. 

Aalai Haaaala Kkaa, Kkaa iakaiar ftaahi. 
rarfcai Raia Okawikarf, Mr. JR. 

Parkat Saaa Kkaaam, Sagaai. 

Faffal Qaailr, Kkaa Sakaiar Maaivi. 


Pailar Rakmaa, Mr. (Daata). 
failar RakaiaB. Mr. (MyrnaaUafk). 
Halliaiiia Okaaikari, Maaivi. 

NamMaiiia Akmai, Khaatakik. 

Iipakaai, Mr. A. N., M.t.l. 
iaaimaiiia Akmai, Kkaa kaklk Maaivi. 
Mafiaiila Akmai, Maaivi (TlppMra|. 
Maairaiiia Akkaai. Maaivi. 

Makamami All, Kkaa Rakaiav. 

Makammai lirall, Maaivi. 

Makammai IMiHiaa, Kkaa Sakaiar Dr.Syai. 
SaMraMak, Naarakiaia K» 

SaakaSiita Kkvaja IM; K A.I.I. 

• Naaraiila, Mr. K. 

•akikv-Alam, Mr. tyvi. 

SMha. Mr. t. A. 

MMIbI ItiMa, Mr. 

•kakakaiiiR, Mr. Kkartja. 8.S.I. 

Sakrawarifb Mr. N. I. 

'fiailiaiila Rkaa, Mr. ^ 

Yaiat RM Okaaikary, Mr. 
iakar sliw i ikaaikary, M aaiv i. i 


AMal Natl. Mr. Mia. 

AMal MaMah Maaivi jMymiiligkJ. 

Akial iakkar Palwaa, Mr. Mi. 

Akial MalM, Maaivi i%aNailifk|. 

AkM Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akial Wakai, Maaivi. 

Akiar Raal. Kkaa Sakaiar ikak iSsaipar|. 
Akiar Sanafc, Maaivi. 

Aka Nawaa tarkv, Maaivi. 

Akal Patl, Mr. Mi. 

AkM QaiMM, MaaM. 

Atkanrya Skaaikary, Makaraja tartl Kaala, 
•I Maktagaaka, Myawaaiagk. 

Akami AH taayviparl, Kkaa Sakaiar Maaiaaa. 
Akami Kka^ Mr. tyai. 

Aarik AS Mia. Maaivi Mi. 

MataarM Aaiai. Kkaa Sakaikr Mi. 

A M ai i iila Akami. Mr. 

20 


Noet— tat. 

Aaakar AS. Maatvt 
Siiraiiala, Mr. f yai. 

SMtrjM, Ikf llaa*kl« Mr. Pramaika Salk. 
Sam AS, Mr. Mi. 

Saram, Saka Prvarimrl. 

Sarma, Mr. PatjmJK. 

SaraMW, Saka Ikyaam Pratai. 

Sarmmi, Ikt Maa'Mv Mr. UgMini Salk. 
Saaa, Ika Naa'kia Mr. kaalaak Kamar. 
SkaaraSk, Mr. SaMaii S kia i w . 

Sitama, Saka UfcakaS Sarayaa. 

Stoatf, Mr. Sivik Lit. 

Sivaat, Mr. laraairi SaSiu 
Skakrakarty, Saka mraain Sarayaa. 
SktfimaSMa, Mr. i. W. 

Pm, SM taSM KIrtI Skaaaa. 

Saa, Mr. Maamakaa. 



«q«t utmt/t 

MMihmvr 
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MakMa«4 IkrahlM, ■■■tfL 
NiriMMMi liMM, Mavivl., 

MibanMttf ••Mmui, Ktai ttlUMiir MWlvt. 


iMiliwI !!•««•, KmI. 

fMlMl tlif« IN HM’kto Mr. A. K. 

MtM, Mr. ANI Krithaa. 

•laiiMila AliaMi. Mr. 

•tlaai RaMaal Akaaiaial, Maahrl. 

•taiM. Mr. R.A. 
aaawaial, Mr. Talil Okaaira. 

Aafta, Mr. 4.n. 
taraag. Mr. DaaiNr tiagk. 

•yaiaggla AkaiN Okaatfkary, Alkali. 

Hasaaasuaiaa Kkaa laklk Maalvi Mi. 

Matktai AH K#an, Tka Mta’kU Kkaa takaiar MaaNi 
Nailaa MankN. Mn., M.1.1 . 

Nataaialiy iaaiaiar, Kkaa laklk Maahrl. 
lirlt Akaiai Mia, Maalvi. 
iaaak AH Majamiar, Maalvi. 

KaklraMla Kkaa. Kkaa Kakaiar Maalvi. 

KastM Ail Mina, laklkaaia Kaaraa iak tyai. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 

Lakin, Kaka Aakataak. 

Maiiaiila Akaiai, Dr. (lagra). 

* MaJI, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaniar, Mra. Ntaiaiirava. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Kaaka iakacl. 

Maaial Mr. Kirat Okaaira. 

Maaial. Mr. iagaaira Natk. 

Maaial. Mr. Krtakaa PraMii. 

Maalraiaaaiaa lilaaiakail. Maalaaa Mi. 

Maokal Maaaia, Mr. 

Makila All. Mr. Mi. 


MpNriaa, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.D. K. 

Maakarrat Naaiala. Nawak, Kkaa ■a kuOor.' 
Miilagaaial Nagaa. Mr. Igai. 

Naaif, Makaraja trIacNaira. at Oaaaliakaaar. 
NaaNr, Mr. Haai Okaaira. 

Pala, Mr. iaraia Praaaaaa. 

Paai, air Marl Saakar. 

Poiiar, Mr. Aaaaiilal. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 

Ralkul. Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Rajikuiiia TaraMar, Maalvi. 

aaiiiuiiia Akaiai. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okaru Ohaairab 
Ray, Mr. Dkanaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Manaiatka Natk. 

Nay. Mr. PaBraai. 

Ray, Ikik Ikakkaraivar, Kaaiar. * 
laiaruiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

SaOraiiln Akmai, Haji. 
lanaallak. Dr. 

Saa, Mr. Alai Okaaira. 
laa, Mr. Dhlraaira Natk. 

Saa. iagaik Okapira. Ral fakaiar. 

Skakaiall. Mr. 

Skaaiiaiila Akaiai, tka Nan’kia Mr. 
Ikaaiaaiila Akaiai Kkanikar. Mr. 

Siriar, Raka LItta Mania. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Ranjan. 

Tatal Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvi Nall. 

Wallar Rahman, Maalvi. 

Yaaal Mina. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


MatkarlH, Tka Naa’kia Dr. lyamapraaai. 
Miilan AU Mallak, Maalvi M. 

Maunnal Mag, Maalvi Mi. 


The Ayes beiiiij 45 and the Noes 108 the motion was lost. 


AllotnMnt Af extra days. 

Mfi A. F, STARK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we also would like more 
time for the special motious. We want to move our own motion and we 
feel that the question is of sufficient iiuportnnce to give another day. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In reply to the general delmte the Hoirble 
Minister has postponed replying to the various other points raised and also 
to many points raised in his own statement. He said that he refrained from 
('ommenting on the incidents in (’alcutta and other recent political matters. 
Hefore he makes a statement on those matters we should like to give him 
an opjKirt unity to hear the views of the members of this House first. He 
has not had that opportunity. We are also anxious, to hear what he has 
got to say on recent occurrences. T therefore hope that the Hon hie the 
(ffiief Minister and his colleagues will provide ample opportunity for dis- 
cussing all these matters. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not possible for me 
to make a statement just at the present moment. I will announce oxir 
ilecision tomorrow. 

Adjournment 

It being 11-50 a.m., the House was adjourned till 8-45 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 24th September, 1942, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 


B. G. Pr«km-ieia-43-6963A-701. 
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